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Enhancing the integration of evidence frommultiple stakeholders into public health
policy and practice results in more e�ective public health. Structural collaboration
between these stakeholders can help to realize this. In what ways do we have to
improve such collaboration through engaging policy and practice partners at all
stages of the research design process or even structurally generate evidence in
coproduction? �e more traditional approach to research results being transferred
via scienti�c journals appears to have limited e�ect. Innovative ways in which
research (and other kinds of) evidence is actively being integrated into public health
policy and practice are urgently needed as health systems facemany challengeswhich
require radical transformation.

Coproduction appears to be promising, but there is little documented evidence on
how it can be done. What examples of (structural) coproduction between research
(institutes) and public health policy and practice exist? Academic collaborative
centers as they have emerged in some countries such as Netherlands in the past
decade are a good example of ways to strengthen the integration of evidence into
public health practice through coproduction. But also working with knowledge
brokers or having embedded researchers or professionals employed in research as
science practitionersmight prove fruitful ways of sharing experiences and informing
local and regional public health with timely and useful evidence.

�is special issue focuses on studies that observe and analyze innovative examples
from public health practice aimed at improving evidence informed public health by
collaboration and coproduction, to gain enhanced insight into, and understanding
of, how public health can become more e�ectively informed by research (and other
kinds of) evidence.

Potential topics include but are not limited to the following:

A systematic review of the contribution of research to policy formulation and
evidence informed decision-making
How policies are developed taking into consideration use of evidence and
relevant practices
Feasibility and pilot studies, using both qualitative and quantitative methods
(Results from ongoing) natural experimental studies, best practices, and case
studies located in real life settings
(International) comparison of initiatives in collaboration and coproduction
between research, policy, and practice
Studies using new (methodological) paradigms challenging current thinking
in integrating evidence into public health policy and practice

Authors can submit their manuscripts through the Manuscript Tracking System at
http://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/bmri/public.health/eppe/.
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