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�e adoption of theUnitedNations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)

in November 1989, just over 25 years ago, made the world focus on the status of

children. �e fact that the UNCRC is the most widely and rapidly rati�ed human

rights treaty in history, rati�ed by 195 of 197 countries, further underscores the

importance that countries of the world place on their children.

A minority of the world’s children live in countries designated as high income

countries (HIC) and characterised by a gross national income per capita above US

$12,476. More than 80% of the world’s children live in countries designated as lower

and middle income countries (LMIC), characterised by lower incomes and in some

cases high levels of extreme poverty. Further 90% of the increase in the world’s

population in the next few decades will occur in LMIC.

LMIC countries are known to have higher newborn, infant, and childmortality rates;

higher undernutrition rates; lower school attendance rates; higher rates of exposure

to all forms of violence and corporal punishment; and higher rates of child homicide.

Together these result in greater likelihood of limitation of health and developmental

and educational potential in the majority of the world’s children. Despite the large

proportion of the world’s children living in less than optimal circumstances, too

little of the published literature has primarily focused on the particular challenges

of children in LMIC.

�e editors of this journal are pleased to launch this new special issue.

�is special issue is intended to present and discuss the current status of child health

and child development in lower and middle income countries, thereby highlighting

existing challenges to child well-being and identifying successful interventions to

improve child outcomes.

Potential topics include, but are not limited to:

Child mortality and child morbidity

Early childhood development

Adolescent health and development

School performance

Under- and overnutrition

Developmental disabilities

Child abuse

Exposure to violence

Child homicide

Authors can submit their manuscripts via the Manuscript Tracking System at

http://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/bmri/epidemiology/chdl/.
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