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Minimally invasive surgery has recently become available for children and is increas-
ingly being performed, both laparoscopically and thoracoscopically. Compared with
adult surgery, however, there is an insu�cient number of articles published to
stimulate our continuing e�orts in minimally invasive pediatric surgery, because
of the limited number of pediatric patients and high-volume centers for pediatric
endoscopic surgery. It is likely that there aremany techniques and pitfalls in pediatric
endoscopic surgery that are not widely known, as well as innovative minimally
invasive pediatric procedures other than endoscopic surgery. We believe this special
issue provides an opportunity to share a wide range of experiences in minimally
invasive surgery for children.

�e use of endoscopic surgeries for some pediatric diseases (such as biliary atresia)
remains controversial. To prove the superiority of endoscopic surgery for children, it
is necessary to demonstrate the superiority of endoscopic surgery in terms of surgical
noninvasiveness, in addition to proving the equivalence of clinical outcome between
open and endoscopic surgeries. However, it is di�cult to objectively evaluate the
invasiveness of pediatric surgery, for reasons that include the inability of infants to
express their postoperative pain using a visual analog scale and because the time
from surgery to oral intake or hospital discharge is o�en decided according to the
clinical path rather than the type of surgery undergone by the patient. It is hoped that
evidence will emerge which con�rms the bene�ts of pediatric endoscopic surgery in
terms of minimal invasiveness, based on clinical and fundamental research.

We invite investigators to contribute original research articles and review articles.

Potential topics include but are not limited to the following:

Clinical trials and interventional strategies related to pediatric endoscopic
surgery
Novel techniques in pediatric endoscopic surgery
�e use of robotic surgery for treating children
Management of operative risk and intraoperative problems
Breakthroughs in minimally invasive procedures other than endoscopic
surgery
Studies of the mechanisms of minimal invasiveness in endoscopic surgery
Education in endoscopic surgery for residents and students

Authors can submit their manuscripts through the Manuscript Tracking System at
http://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/bmri/surgery/misc/.
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