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Behavioral disorders are behavioral changes due to brain damage a�ecting behavior
itself, memory, and cognition.�ey a�ect millions of people worldwide and are seen
in adults as well as in children.�ey can occur alone or as part of another disorder.
When untreated, they can lead to loss of productivity and severe disability. �ey
can be caused by both biological (physical illness, malnutrition, brain damage, and
genetics) and nonbiological (emotional trauma and other environmental) factors.

�e genetic basis of many neurological disorders with behavioral component has
been established. However, evidence for the genetic contribution to primarily
behavioral disorders is still elusive. It is just in recent years that the �rst studies
linking genetic factors to these disorders have been published. Increasingly, studies
are associating behavioral disorders such as autism spectrum disorder (ASD)
and attention de�cit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) with some genetic changes.
However, data demonstrating the functional e�ect of speci�c genetic factors on these
disorders are weak.

Recent advances in genetic technologies such as exome and whole genome sequenc-
ing o�er the opportunity to interrogate the entire genome rapidly at a reasonable
cost. For many years, association and family-based genetic studies have been done
in developed countries where the number of a�ected individuals per family is
low. Increasing access to these technologies in developing countries where families
have large sibships and consanguinity could help elucidate the genetic contribution
in behavioral disorders and trigger research for new therapeutic approaches. As
behavior changes may involve a network of genes, these new technologies allow the
sequencing of several genes at a time.

�e purpose of this special issue is to publish original research as well as review
papers discussing the genetic and environmental factors associated with behavioral
disorders or other disorderswith behavioral component, with the understanding that
those data are not published or under review in any other journal. �is may help
move the �eld of behavior genetics forward.

Potential topics include but are not limited to the following:

Single gene changes in behavioral disorders or disorders with behavioral
component
Genome-wide association studies in behavioral disorders or disorders with
behavioral component
Behavioral manifestations in other hereditary neurological disorders
Gene-environment interaction in behavioral changes
�e role of ethnicity in behavioral disorders

Authors can submit their manuscripts through the Manuscript Tracking System at
https://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/bn/cobec/.
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