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For decades cannabis has been classi�ed as a Schedule 1 drug by the US FDA and
other regulatory agencies and still is, with high potential for abuse with no accepted
medicinal use. Along a parallel timeline themedicinal bene�ts of cannabis have been
touted, from providing relief for chronic pain to reduction of intraocular pressure in
glaucoma to treatment of refractory childhood epilepsy.

Dronabinol and nabilone are cannabinoid analogs available as pills for oral
administration and approved by theUSFDA for nausea and vomiting associatedwith
cancer chemotherapy. �e cannabis-based extract Sativex (nabiximols) is approved
in several European countries for the treatment of spasticity inmultiple sclerosis. Last
year, the German courts granted a few seriously ill patients, with medical permits,
the right to grow marijuana for their medicinal use.

Over recent years the landscape has changed signi�cantly with the decriminalization
of small quantities of marijuana for both recreation and medicinal use in a
few countries and several states in the US. Observers expect that this trend
of decriminalization could gain traction in other jurisdictions. With these legal
developments and the rami�cation of increased access, the need to assess the
medicinal value of cannabis-based extracts is critical as patients with refractory
medical conditions may seek to use marijuana as alternative medicine to “self-treat.”

�is special issue would provide a platform for researchers in the area to present
their original work or reviews that assess the e�cacy and safety of cannabis-based
medicinal extracts for awide range of conditions. Both clinical andpreclinical studies
are welcome.

Potential topics include, but are not limited to:

Mechanistic studies in animal, isolated tissues, and cell lines
E�cacy studies in animal models of disease
Clinical studies evaluating e�cacy and safety in

Multiple sclerosis-related pain
Pain in rheumatoid arthritis
Intractable neurogenic pain associated with spinal cord injuries
Intractable cancer pain
Epilepsy
Parkinson’s disease
Glaucoma
Treatment of nausea and vomiting associated with cancer
chemotherapy
Prevention of anorexia-cachexia in AIDS
Gilles de la Tourette’s syndrome
Postoperative pain management

Adverse reactions to cannabis-based medicinal extracts
Pharmacokinetics studies of new cannabis-based formulations

Authors can submit their manuscripts via the Manuscript Tracking System at
http://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/ecam/escme/.
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