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Abstract. 
Compressive sensing (CS) has been shown to be a useful tool for subsurface or through-the-wall imaging (TWI) using ground penetrating radar (GPR). It has been used to decrease both time/frequency or spatial measurements and generate high-resolution images. Although current works apply CS directly to TWI, questions on the required number of measurements for a sparsity level, measurement strategy to subsample in frequency and space, or imaging performance in varying noise levels and limits on CS range resolution performance still needs to be answered. In addition current CS-based imaging methods are based on two basic assumptions; targets are point like and positioned at only discrete grid locations and wall thickness and its dielectric constant are perfectly known. However, these assumptions are not usually valid in most TWI applications. This work extends the theory of CS-based radar imaging developed for subsurface imaging to TWI and outlines the performance of the proposed imaging for the above-mentioned questions using numerical simulations. The effect of unknown parameters on the imaging performance is analyzed, and it is observed that off-the-grid point targets and big modeling errors decreases the performance of CS imaging.


1. Introduction
Through-the-wall imaging (TWI) radar [1] has become an emerging technology in recent years due to its broad applications in both civilian and military sectors. In these applications, an electromagnetic wave, which could penetrate the wall, is transmitted and received at several points within a synthetic aperture to generate a vision of the scene. TWI applications generally require high-resolution images. High-range resolution requires use of an ultra-wideband (UWB) pulse, while high cross range resolution requires a very long aperture. A new technique for GPR and TWI resulting in high-resolution imaging using less number of measurements based on sparse recovery is the compressive-sensing-based radar imaging [2–8].
Compressive sensing (CS) [9, 10] techniques enable reconstruction of unknown signals, which have a sparse representation in a certain transformation domain, from a set of measurements that can be significantly less than the number of unknowns. Since radar target scenes with strong reflectors and moving targets may admit a sparse representation, reconstruction of target scenes can be formulated as a sparse signal reconstruction problem. For a signal 
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 measurements is sufficient to reconstruct the signal. Since such a formulation enables imaging with fewer number of measurements that can be provided with A/D converters operating at a fraction of the Nyquist sampling rate or with many less measurements in a stepped frequency systems, it is promising to use compressive sensing especially in high-resolution radar imaging.
Compressive sensing was introduced in the general context of radar imaging in [11], where basic ideas about the possible benefits of CS to radar systems such as lower A/D rates, removal of matched filtering in the front end, was outlined. One of the earliest successful examples of using CS in an experimental radar system is demonstrated in [6]. In that work, the subsurface area is modeled to consist of small number of discrete point-like targets. Since the potential targets would cover a small portion of the total subsurface volume to be imaged, the target localization problem was argued to be a sparse recovery problem. Later, a dictionary is generated using a data model for each possible discrete target point, and the sparse subsurface image is generated by solving an optimization problem with CS. Later, these results were expanded for stepped frequency [5] and impulse GPR [7]. In [2], Yoon and Amin. used CS for TWI using wideband beamforming. A technique different than that proposed in [5] was used, where the unmeasured frequency points are reconstructed and conventional wideband beamforming is applied using the reconstructed measurements. In [4], the direct application of what is detailed in [5] is shown for the TWI application; however, a 2-layer world model as in [5] is used which does not quite reflect TWI application since the interaction between  backwarding waves and antenna is different when the latter is located over an interface. In [4] simulated images for different measurement matrices are generated, and experimental data results are discussed. In [8] sparse signal reconstruction ideas are applied to GPR rebar detection.
In all previous CS-TWI or CS-GPR literature, the imaging theory depends on several assumptions. First, the targets are point-like reflectors located only at discrete grid positions. Second, the wave velocities or medium parameters, such as permittivity or wall thickness, are assumed to be perfectly known. These assumptions were used to build a forward model between the target space and measurements, but actual targets might not fall on grid points and wave velocities or wall thickness might only be known approximately. Hence the created forward model will definitely include modeling errors. It is very important to understand the effect of such parameters on the robustness of CS-based TWI. Additionally, most CS-TWI papers show simulation results for imaging of randomly placed several point targets with using less space/frequency measurements as compared to observing all space/frequency domain. However, no specific result for subsurface or TWI has been shown detailing the required number of measurements, a function of the sparsity level of the imaged region. The general result of CS, which briefly says 
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 is not quite an answer or problem since it only states the order of the measurement number and it is developed for an orthogonal basis case where the dictionary developed for TWI is definitely not orthogonal.
Another important question is what should be the random sampling strategy for CS. This question turns out to be a design of random measurement matrix, which controls how the space and frequency domain is sampled. In [5], randomly selected rows of an identity matrix are used at each antenna position which amounts to measuring random frequency steps. In [4, 7] in addition to measuring random frequency steps, a random subsampling in space decreasing the spatial measurement locations was successfully tested. Also results in [4, 6] show that observing less number of uniformly distributed frequencies and spatial measurements generates similar images. However, the tradeoff between decreasing measurements in frequency or space and a good strategy of doing that with how many measurements on each axis needs further investigation. It is also important to know the performance limits of CS-TWI imaging on varying levels of noise.
Range resolution performance of CS-TWI is another important issue. CS has shown to resolve targets spaced closer than the Rayleigh range resolution limit in radar applications [12]. The range resolution performance of CS imaging for TWI application compared to the standard back-projection imaging algorithm is another important point. In this paper a preliminary analysis and results on using CS in TWI for the above-defined challenges are given through numerical simulations. These initial results outline a basis for a more deeper research for given challenges in CS imaging.
The organization of the paper is as follows. Section 2 details the CS-based TWI  algorithm, as an extended version of [5] for through-the-wall geometry. Section 3 gives detailed simulation results and analysis about the parameters of the CS-based GPR systems. Conclusions and possible future work are discussed in Section 4.
2. CS-Based Through-the-Wall Imaging
Through-the-wall imaging (TWI) algorithms like delay and sum beamforming generate images by mainly applying a coherent matched filter of the measured data with the impulse response of the data acquisition process [13, 14]. Different from the conventional TWI methods, CS-based imaging first discretizes the target space and tries to generate a linear relation between the measured data and the target space to be imaged; hence a data dictionary should be generated. In this dictionary generation each column of the dictionary corresponds to the modeled measurement for a single target at the corresponding grid point in the target space. By this way the measured data can be represented as a linear combination of the dictionary columns. Hence any possible prior information like sparsity could be used.
In this development a stepped frequency (SF) radar system is considered. A detailed explanation on CS-based imaging theory for subsurface imaging for a 2-layer geometry is given in [5] about general stepped frequency systems. Here this development is briefly extended to the TWI application where a 3-layer modeling is considered mostly leaving the details to the original paper.
Our goal is to linearly relate the sensor measurements to the target space. To do so, a target model for which the expected target return can be calculated should be used. Under the Born approximation, neglecting the mutual interactions between targets, the scattering field for a continuous target space 
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 is the relevant Green’s function. For this development a discritized version of (2) is basically used. In this development a simple point target modelis selected since the response from a point target can easily be modeled. Other types of target models can also be used if the reflections from it can be modeled. The total target space in this case is assumed to be combination of small number of point targets making the sparsity assumption feasible. This can be viewed as a realistic assumption in many GPR applications like mine detection or TWI where the targets actually cover a small part of the whole target space to be imaged. Assume an SF-GPR acquiring measurements over 
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 representing one possible target space point. A data dictionary can be generated by synthesizing the time/frequency data for each possible target space point 
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, but this discretization guides us to build a data dictionary which approximates a linear relation between the target space and measurements. The effect of off-the-grid targets on the imaging performance is analyzed in Section 3.
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In generating the data dictionary, the crucial point is to calculate the time delay value 
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 scan point. Exact calculation of this time delay requires the knowledge of wall thickness and wave velocities in all propagated mediums and solution of the diffraction points from the Snell law. Here it is important to note that the wall is assumed to be homogeneous in generating the data dictionary. In general exact knowledge of these parameters is also not available, and effect of the error on these parameters is analyzed on the imaging performance in Section 3. For building the forward model when wave velocities and wall thickness are given, the diffraction points can be solved exactly by the Snell law or linear approximations like [16] or from ray tracing.
Standard stepped frequency systems measure a regularly spaced set of 
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 is done. An optimization package CVX [21] is used for solution of (6) for the numerical simulation results presented in the next section.
3. Numerical Simulations and Results
In this section the effects of the parameters in CS imaging system are tested through numerical simulations. A preliminary understanding on the required number of measurements for correct reconstruction of the target space at varying sparsity levels, the effect of acquiring these measurements from frequency or space, the level of noise where CS imaging still works, the effect of system bandwidth and resolution limits, the effect of discritization of target space and off-the-grid targets, and the estimation errors in parameters like wave velocity or wall thickness in TWI are aimed in the simulations presented in this section. For these tests a TWI geometry with a monostatic antenna with a 20 cm offset from a 30 cm thick wall of dielectric constant 4 is considered. The SF system collects frequency domain measurements from 500 MHz to 5.5 GHz with 40 MHz frequency steps. Thus, at each scan position, GPR acquires 126 frequency measurements if all frequency steps are measured. A target space of size 60 cm by 60 cm is considered with a 3 cm discretization on both axes generating an 
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 total grid point. Unless stated targets are assumed to be point like and exactly positioned on grid locations.
3.1. Effect of Measurement Number
 In CS-based subsurface imaging or TWI literature, it is shown that the total number of measurements acquired can be decreased if the target space is sparse, but it is important to know the relation between the required number of measurements for correct imaging and varying levels of sparsity specifically for GPR applications. To understand this relation, target spaces with sparsity levels changing from 2 to 12 are tested. For each case the target space is imaged with 10 to 500 compressed measurements using proposed CS technique. This procedure is repeated 50 times for each sparsity level and measurement number. For each case a random target space and random measurement selections are done and correct reconstructions are counted. The correct reconstruction ratio is obtained as the ratio of total number of correct reconstructed cases to the total number of tests which is 50 in this case. Two measurement strategies as random and uniform are compared. In the random measurement strategy acquiring 
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Figures 1(a) and 1(b) show the correct reconstruction ratio at the acquired measurement numbers for varying levels of sparsity for random and uniform measurement strategies, respectively. It can be observed that both strategies perform similarly. This result also confirms the observation done in [4, 6]. The results in Figures 1(a) and 1(b) also show that for correct reconstruction required number of measurements should increase as the sparsity level increases. Figure 1(c) shows the required number of measurements to achieve a 95% correct reconstruction ratio for each tested sparsity level for this numerical simulation. It is observed that the the required number of measurements linearly increases with the sparsity level of the solution which is in accordance with the fundamental result of CS which states that the required number of measurements should be 
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(c)
Figure 1: Correct reconstruction ratio versus measurement number for varying levels of target sparsity for (a) random measurement strategy, (b) uniform measurement strategy. The required number of measurements to achieve a 95% correct reconstruction for random measurement strategy.


3.2. Effect of Acquiring Measurements from Frequency or Space
 Another important point in a measurement strategy is to decide on a good division in observing measurement from frequency or space. It is important to understand the tradeoff between subsampling from space or frequency. As an example, if a total of 50 measurement would be taken from the whole space-frequency domain how would you distribute the measurements to space and frequency; that is, would you take random 10 scan points and measure 5 frequencies at each scan point or measure 5 scan points and take 10 frequency measurements at each point. Which one would be more effective in reconstructing the target space image? For this test the target sparsity level is fixed to 5 targets, and varying numbers of randomly selected frequency measurements from 5 to 125 at varying spatial scan points from 2 to 20 are observed. At each case the independent target space generations and random measurement selections are repeated 50 times and the number of correct reconstructions are counted. Figure 2 shows the correct reconstruction ratio by the measurement number at each scan point. Note that the 
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-axis in Figure 2 indicates the measurement number per each scan point out of a maximum of 126 frequency measurements with the simulation parameters used.








	



	
	



	
	



	
	



	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	


	
	
	











	
	


	


	



	
	
	



	
	



	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	



	
	
	



	


	
	
	


	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	




	
	
	
	



	


	


	
		
		
		
	


	
		
		
		
	


	
		
		
		
	


	
		
		
		
	


	
		
		
		
	


	
		
		
		
	


	
		
		
		
	


	
		
		
		
	


	
		
		
		
	



Figure 2: Correct reconstruction ratio versus the random frequency measurements per each scan point. The term “sp” in legend represents “scan point.”


It can be initially observed that imaging performance is very low if only one scan point is used regardless of the measurement number, but even increasing it to two scan points increases the performance. For the same total space-frequency measurement numbers, distributing measurements across scan points increases correct reconstruction performance. For example, observing 90 measurements at a single scan point generates a 0.1 reconstruction ratio where observing 40 measurements at two scan points or 30 measurements at 3 scan points increases reconstruction performance dramatically. It can also be observed that the total number of measurements becomes the important factor if at least 4 out of 20 scan points are used. As a conclusion, random subsampling in both frequency and space can be done but for successful reconstructions spatial scan points should not be too few. Further and more general tests are needed to be done to obtain more general results including whether this tradeoff between space and frequency division is effected by the sparsity level of the scene.
3.3. Effect of Noise Level
To analyze the impact of noise level on the imaging performance, a simulation is performed. First, with frequency domain data for a single point target SNRs from −5 to 25 dB are tested with 50 different trials using additive complex white gaussian noise (CWGN) at each SNR level using varying number of total of space-frequency measurements from 50 to 300 observed randomly at 20 scan points and the target space is reconstructed with (6). Figure 3 shows the correct reconstruction ratio versus SNR for the tested measurement numbers. The regularization parameter is empirically used as 
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Figure 3: Correct reconstruction ratio versus SNR for different total measurement number 
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It can be seen in simulation result that with increasing measurement numbers, the same reconstruction performance could be obtained at lower SNR values. At lower SNR values than 0 dB, correct reconstructions were not obtained for the tested measurement numbers. Above 15 dB SNR, even very low measurement numbers generate highly correct reconstruction ratios.
3.4. Effect of Bandwidth and Enhanced Range Resolution on CS
One of the important properties of the CS method is its ability to resolve targets spaced closer than the conventional range resolution of an SFCW GPR [5, 22], defined as 
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 is the speed of the wave in the medium. To study this increased resolution property for GPR applications, a simulation is done with two point targets. In the simulation a bandwidth of 2.5 GHz is used with starting and ending frequencies of 
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GHz, respectively. Hence, in theory, range resolution is going to be 
	
		
			

				6
			

		
	
cm. The target space is discritized to 1 cm for this simulation. Figures 4(a) and 4(b) show the delay and sum beamforming results when the separation between two targets is 10 cm and 6 cm, respectively. As expected the two targets could be located correctly when their separation is more than the resolution limit. While delay and sum beamforming cannot resolve the two targets because they merge into a single peak for closer targets, the CS method resolves both targets at their correct positions even if the separation between them is 3 cm in range which is smaller than the range resolution limit. This is because the CS method does not perform a matched filtering operation, which would impose the range resolution limit. Instead CS tries to explain the measurements using the least number of columns from its dictionary of measurements. The resolution limit in CS is mainly about the mutual coherence of the dictionary columns and the regularization parameter used. The increased resolution property of CS has also been reported in other sparse signal reconstruction applications [23, 24].
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