
  
    
  
International Journal of Distributed Sensor NetworksVolume 2012 (2012), Article ID 381726, 12 pagesdoi:10.1155/2012/381726
Research Article
Environment-Aware CMT for Efficient Video Delivery in  Wireless Multimedia Sensor Networks
Yuanlong Cao,1 Changqiao Xu,1,2 Jianfeng Guan,1 Fei Song,3 and Hongke Zhang1,3
1State Key Laboratory of Networking and Switching Technology, Beijing University of Posts and Telecommunications, 
					 Beijing 100876, China2Institute of Sensing Technology and Business, Beijing University of Posts and Telecommunications,  Wuxi 214028, China3National Engineering Laboratory for Next Generation
Internet Interconnection Devices, Beijing Jiaotong University,  Beijing 100044, China
Received 12 June 2012; Accepted 30 September 2012
Academic Editor: Chin-Feng Lai 
Copyright © 2012 Yuanlong Cao et al. This is an open access article distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution License, which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.
Abstract. 
Wireless Multimedia Sensor Networks (WMSNs) have gained significant attention with capabilities of retrieving video and audio streams, still images, and scalar sensor data but with challenge of high data loss. As more and more wireless devices are equipped with multiple network interfaces, multimedia delivery over multipath has been cognized as a more promising approach in wireless transmission. In this paper, based
on the Concurrent Multipath Transfer (CMT) extension for Stream Control Transport Protocol (SCTP), we propose a novel environment-aware CMT (e-CMT) to overcome the high data loss challenge, as well as “a hot potato” congestion problem in wireless transmission. The e-CMT provides environment-aware cognitive ability for efficient video delivery with three modules, which are Path Quality-aware Model (PQM) that devotes to estimate path quality and select candidate path using for retransmission, Adaptive Retransmission Trigger (ART) that contributes to cognize packet loss and trigger efficient retransmission behaviors, and Congestion-avoid Data Distributor (CDD) that serves to enable Partial-Reliable retransmission to mitigate congestion condition. We design a close realistic topology to present how the e-CMT outperforms the original CMT for efficient video delivery over multihomed WMSNs.
 

1. Introduction
Due to the advances in low-cost and low power consumption, Wireless Sensor Networks (WSNs) have gained variety of attentions and resulted in thousands of peer-reviewed publications. Significant results in this area have enabled multiple applications used in military and civilian. Most of researches and deployments on WSNs are concerned with scalar sensor networks that measure physical phenomena, such as temperature, pressure, humidity, or location of objects that can be transferred through low-bandwidth and delay-tolerant data streams. In general, WSNs are designed with purpose of data-only delay-tolerant applications without high bandwidth requirements [1].
The growing availability of low-power wireless networking technologies and low-cost multimedia devices such as Complementary Metal-Oxide Semiconductor (CMOS) cameras and microphones, which can acquire rich-content media from the environment like images and videos, provides the opportunity for development and deployment of distributed Wireless Multimedia Sensor Networks (WMSNs) which has capabilities of retrieving video and audio streams, still images, and scalar sensor data [2]; these capabilities make WMSNs can be applied to many fields such as video surveillance, traffic avoidance and so on. However, most researches on WMSNs mainly focus on the design of network layer and Medium Access Control (MAC) layer [3], they seldom consider the design of multipath transfer way in transport layer to enhance the performance of video content delivery over multihomed WMSNs.
As more and more wireless multimedia devices are equipped with multiple network interfaces, it becomes increasingly common for a wireless video device to be connected to more than one access networks employing either a homogenous technology or heterogeneous, the multihomed technology is becoming an important technology in wireless transmission. Due its feature of multihoming, Stream Control Transport Protocol (SCTP) [4] shows its advantages on the serious data loss nature of wireless networks, and its performance adopted in multimedia streaming services over-multihomed wireless networks has been studied widely [5]. Thus, SCTP will become a promising transport protocol for video delivery over multihomed WMSNs. Figure 1 illustrates the multihomed SCTP based wireless multimedia sensor networks.



Figure 1: Multihomed SCTP-based video delivery over wireless multimedia sensor network.


Video transport usually has stringent bandwidth, delay, and loss requirements due to its nature of real time [6]. To improve the performance of video content delivery over multihomed WMSNs, it is important to distribute data across all available paths to achieve high users’ of quality of experience. Concurrent Multipath Transfer (CMT) [7] extension for SCTP (CMT-SCTP), further referred to as CMT, uses the SCTP’s multihoming feature to distribute data across multiple end-to-end paths in a multihomed SCTP association and maintains more accurate information (such as available bandwidth and RTT) of all the paths [8]. These features make CMT attract more and more studies for the video delivery under stringent bandwidth, delay, and loss wireless transmission. However, the original CMT lacks the capability of cognizing wireless link condition; this disadvantage makes CMT cannot enable an adaptive retransmission trigger mechanism to provide a best services for the high data loss nature of WMSNs.
Motivated by fact that the design of efficient video content delivery over multipath will be an urgent needs in the future WMSNs, this paper proposes a novel environment-aware CMT (e-CMT) with considering network condition and the causes of the condition change to provide an efficient video delivery approach over multihomed WMSNs. The e-CMT is constructed by three modules, which are Path Quality-aware Model (PQM) that devotes to estimate path quality and select candidate path using for retransmission, Adaptive Retransmission Trigger (ART) that contributes to cognize packet loss and trigger efficient retransmission behaviors, and the further proposed Congestion-avoid Data Distributor (CDD) that serves to enable Partial-Reliable retransmission to overcome “a hot potato” congestion problem in wireless transmission.
The rest of the paper is organized as follows. In Section 2 a brief description of related work is given. Section 3 gives an overview of the e-CMT. Section 4 details the e-CMT design. Section 5 evaluates and analyzes the performance of the e-CMT. Section 6 concludes the paper and gives our future work.
2. Related Work and Contributions
Multimedia data delivery over multipath has been cognized as a more promising resolution to overcome the challenges such as high-rate required and time-sensitive delivery in WMSNs, especially for video streams due to its real-time nature and usually has stringent bandwidth, delay, and loss requirements. Felemban et al. [9] proposed a novel packet delivery mechanism called Multi-Path and Multi-SPEED Routing Protocol (MMSPEED) for probabilistic Quality of Service (QoS) guarantee in WSNs. Politis et al. [10] proposed a power efficient multipath video packet scheduling scheme for minimum video distortion transmission over WMSNs, they proved that the transmission of video packets over multiple paths in WSNs can improve the aggregate data rate of the network and minimizes the traffic load handled by each node.
Video content transfer over multihomed SCTP-based WSNs is becoming an attractive research topic. Stephan et al. [11] proposed a novel approach that consists of bundling SCTP-based multiple connections at the transport layer on the gateway to improve the reliability by employing redundancy in WSNs. Qiao et al. [12] proposed a multihomed SCTP-based Body Sensor Networks (BSNs) framework and investigate handover strategies during sensor nodes’ movement to increase data reliability for BSNs. Lu and Wu [13] studied the performance of SIP based attractive services using SCTP over WSNs. However, these researches mentioned above cannot utilize the capabilities of the multihomed technology because of SCTP’s single-path transfer way.
As an extension of SCTP, CMT has been recognized as a good protocol for multimedia content delivery over multihomed wireless networks with ability of flows across multiple interfaces. Our previous work [8, 14, 15] investigated the performance of multimedia data transfer using CMT over multihomed wireless networks with the designed Evalvid-CMT platform. Huang and Lin [16] proposed PR-CMT to provide a timed reliable service for multimedia data transfer. All previous work showed that CMT can achieve a high users’ experience of quality for multimedia streaming services in wireless transmission.
One of the most challenges in wireless transmission is its nature of high data loss. In order to cope with lost packets to enhance the performance of CMT, Iyengar et al. [7] proposed five retransmission policies for the original CMT. Huang and Lin [17] proposed RG-CMT with goal of providing a fast retransmission for concurrent multipath data transfer over wireless vehicular networks. With RG-CMT, lost packets can be fast retransmitted from the relay gateway to the vehicle. Cui et al. [18] proposed a Fast SACK (FSACK) scheme which can be applied to both SCTP and CMT. With FSACK, the sender can select the optimal return path which serves the data delivery or retransmission. Shailendra et al. [19] proposed an additional 32-bit Path Sequence Number (PSN) attached in the payload chunk header and SACK to provide the flexibility to retransmit the lost chunk and achieve a more benefit multimedia delivery in CMT.
Combing aforementioned, we note that current CMT researches only focus on how to improve the performance of CMT based on the original CMT’s fast retransmission trigger regardless of the network condition change and the causes of change. This disadvantage makes CMT cannot really achieve the desired performance in wireless transmission.
This paper makes important contributions against the state of art of the literature in the following three stages:(i)introducing an accurate path quality-aware model to sense each path’s current transmission status and the causes of transmission condition change;(ii)designing an efficient packet loss sensor and further proposes an adaptive retransmission trigger mechanism to handle the high packet loss challenge in WMSNs;(iii)introducing an intelligent data distribution strategy to deliver data accordance with each path’s current transmission quality and mitigate network congestion if any. 
3. e-CMT Overview
As mentioned in the related work section above, current researches on CMT do not consider network condition and the causes of condition change. Moreover, they seldom consider the characteristics of multimedia data during protocol design. These shortages make CMT cannot provide an efficient transmission behavior to achieve the desired performance in wireless transmission.
To make CMT support a best service for efficient multimedia content transfer over multihomed WMSNs, this paper pays attention on following three research problems.(i)How to design a newly path quality-aware sensor to distinguish the transmission quality of each path and the causes of transmission condition change.(ii)How to design an adaptive retransmission trigger in compliance with real-time condition to handle the high packet loss challenge of WMSNs.(iii)How to make CMT support a self-aware cognitive capability for efficient multimedia content transfer over multihomed WMSNs. 
With purposes mentioned above, we propose e-CMT, a novel environment-aware concurrent multipath data transfer approach for efficient multimedia delivery in WMSNs. Figure 2 shows an overview of the e-CMT. The e-CMT consists of three modules, which are dubbed as Path Quality-aware Model (PQM), Adaptive Retransmission Trigger (ART), and Congestion-avoid Data Distributor (CDD), respectively. All the three modules are implemented at the CMT sender side. Following descriptions introduce the responsibilities of the three modules simply, as well as how to make adequate collaboration with each other.PQM: PQM is in charge of providing a path quality-aware model, selecting candidate path for retransmission, and providing path condition information for ART and CDD.ART: ART is responsible for analyzing the causes of path condition change, sensing packet loss, and triggering adaptive retransmission behaviors accordance with network condition.CDD: CDD aims at cognize the condition of candidate path, determinates available data chunk and decides whether to enable Partial-Reliable retransmission to mitigate congestion condition.



Figure 2: An overview of the e-CMT.


Once a received Selective Acknowledgment (SACK) indicates that a data chunk is missing, the e-CMT starts efficient multimedia content retransmission complying with the following below steps.(1)The e-CMT sender enables the ART to cognize the path condition where the unacknowledged chunk comes from and trigger a proper retransmission behavior. (2)The e-CMT sender starts the PQM to evaluate the quality of all available path within an SCTP association, then selects candidate path for retransmission. (3)Before retransmission, the e-CMT sender uses the CDD to decide whether to enable Partial-Reliable or not accordance with cognizing the condition of candidate path. 
By adequate communication and collaboration among PQM, ART and CDD, the e-CMT can act as a well-transport protocol for video data transfer in multihomed WMSNs with capabilities of cognizing path condition, triggering efficient retransmission behavior, and reducing deteriorated congestion.
4. e-CMT Details Design
This section details how the proposed e-CMT enables environment-aware cognitive feature for efficient video delivery over multihomed WMSNs. We first introduce the PQM which is used to sense paths’ quality and select candidate path for retransmission. We then address how the ART working for analyzing the causes of path condition change and triggering adaptive retransmission for the lost packets. Finally we examine how the CDD devotes to congestion mitigation by making intelligent decision whether give up retransmission or not.
4.1. Path Quality-Aware Model (PQM)
Most works on multimedia content transfer use Available Bandwidth (AB) [20–22] to evaluate the path quality. A well-known AB model [20] consists of Round Trip Time (RTT) and Packet Loss Rate (PLR) which can be expressed as
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							where MTU is the Maximum Transmission Unit. PLR can be evaluated by the two-state discrete Markov Chain known as Gibert’s Model detailed in [20–22], while RTT can be estimated by
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Since RTT is a good parameter to reflect the end-to-end path congestion condition and PLR can work accurately for packet loss evaluation occurred by both congestion and link error. Thus, we just consider RTT and PLR to define a Path Quality-aware Model (PQM) for multihomed SCTP hosts which can be expressed by
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For (3), there are three variables, namely, 
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Combining RTT and PLR, the PQM cannot only select candidate path served for efficiently retransmission but also enable an important capability of distinguishing the causes of the path quality change. This feature is very useful for the intelligent retransmission scheme design.
4.2. Adaptive Retransmission Trigger (ART)
An efficient retransmission trigger in CMT would significantly reduce the issue of packet loss in the high packet loss nature of wireless networks. In the original CMT, when a Transmission Sequence Number (TSN) is reported missing indications 
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) times, the original CMT sender marks it for fast retransmission, then the data chunk will be retransmitted over an available destination that has the largest cwnd value (selected by the default RTX-CWND retransmission policy). As it is shown in Figure 3, the received blue chunks will wait, while the red one is missing and waiting for four missing reports to trigger its retransmission. Actually, it would achieve a more benefit if a lost packet can be cognized timely and further be retransmitted rapidly, especially for chunks which are time sensitive such as video streaming.



Figure 3: Receiver buffer contains a unacknowledged chunk.


To enable the cognitive feature for sensing data loss accurately and efficiently, once having a missing reported by the Selective Acknowledgment (SACK), the e-CMT sender further cognizes the network condition for corresponding path (denoted as LossOccurPath) that the missing chunk comes from. Thereby, the e-CMT sender can make a more accurate decision if trigger retransmission behavior or not in compliance with the detected network condition. For example, if a deteriorated unreliable network condition (with high packet loss) is detected for the LossOccurPath, the e-CMT sender will mark the data chunk with 
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 times, the e-CMT sender will trigger retransmission behavior to resend the chunk instantly over a candidate path selected by PQM, rather than the four missing reports the original CMT does.
To make the e-CMT sender support an environment-aware capability, four network conditions are defined based on (4) for the transmission paths within the SCTP association, which can be expressed as the following.(i)Network Condition-1 (NC-1): if 
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To make sure the e-CMT do not perform worse than the original CMT, for NC-1, NC-3, and NC-4 condition, the e-CMT sender marks the DATA chunk with 
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) times missing indication(s) is (are) reached. Figure 4 portrays the state model of the cognitive retransmission trigger used in the e-CMT.



Figure 4: The state model of the cognitive retransmission trigger designed in the e-CMT.
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The Algorithm 1 details the adaptive retransmission trigger in the e-CMT.
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	Algorithm 1: Adaptive retransmission trigger in the 
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-CMT.


4.3. Congestion-Avoid Data Distributor (CDD)
How to provide a best service for the real-time characteristic of video streaming services in congestion condition is still a challenge. This subsection addresses a Congestion-aware Data Distributor (CDD) to overcome “a hot potato” congestion problem in wireless transmission and to enhance the quality of multimedia content delivery. With the CDD, the e-CMT can provide Partial-Reliable transmission when severe network congestion occurs. That is, Once having a DATA chunk is distributed over the 
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. If the congestion condition NC-1 is detected, the e-CMT sender will not retransmit the video data chunk when their playing deadline is overdue. With this feature, the e-CMT sender can mitigate the deteriorated network congestion condition to achieve high users experience of quality for multimedia streaming services.
To make an efficient congestion-avoid data distribution strategy happen, in frame level, we define that only available frame can be retransmitted in the CDD if severe congestion condition is detected. A retransmission-required multimedia frame is an available frame if it can be received by the receiver before its playout time. Vice versa, a retransmission-required multimedia frame is an unavailable frame if it cannot be received by the receiver before its playout time. An unavailable frame will be given up its retransmission by the e-CMT sender for congestion mitigation.
Below expression (5) can be used to verify whether the retransmission-required multimedia frame is an available frame or not before its delivery on the selected candidate path 
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With the CDD, the e-CMT will enable following workflows to reduce congestion once a retransmission is distributed over the 
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, it can be recognized as an unavailable frame. Correspondingly, the e-CMT sender gives up its retransmission. 
The Algorithm 2 details the congestion-avoid data distributor in the e-CMT.
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  then
	(5)             retransmits the Mfk; 
	(6)         else
	(7)             gives up Mfk's retransmission; 
	(8)         end if
	(9) end if


	Algorithm 2: Congestion-avoid Data Distributor in the 
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-CMT.


5. Simulation and Analysis
Internet measurement studies showed complex behaviors of Internet traffic [22, 23] that are necessary for performance evaluation of network protocols. Therefore, without background traffic, the performance evaluation of CMT cannot fully investigate the CMT’s behaviors that are likely to be observed when it is deployed in wireless environments such as WANs and WMSNs. We consider a more close realistic simulation topology including reasonable background traffic, and then we present sufficient performance evaluations for the e-CMT based on the designed simulation topology.

5.1. Background Traffic Design
Accordance with the Internet survey [24], TCP traffic on the Internet is about 80%–83%, and UDP traffic is about 17%–20%. In addition, the content-rich multimedia streaming will be the most attractive services in the future networks, more and more multimedia content encoded by VBR will be deployed in the Internet. Thus, a more reasonable background traffic that consists of TCP traffic and UDP traffic (TCP : UDP is 4 : 1) should be taken into account to evaluate the performance of data distribution over concurrent multipath.
Since NS2 [25] still cannot support VBR traffic, we enable VBR traffic generator into NS2 by adding PT_VBR as packet enumeration and then setting VBR for PT_VBR’s value in packet information function. The parameters used for VBR traffic generator are set as Table 1. Parameters of TCP traffic generator and UDP traffic generator used in our experiments just adopt the default values which are provided by NS2. 
Table 1: Parameters used in VBR traffic generator.
	

	Variables 	Values 
	

	Application/Traffic/VBR set rate_	448 Kb 
	Application/Traffic/VBR set random_ 	0 
	Application/Traffic/VBR set maxpkts_ 	268435456
	Application/Traffic/VBR set maxSize_ 	 200 
	Application/Traffic/VBR set minSize_ 	100 
	Application/Traffic/VBR set intervaltime_ 	200 
	



5.2. Simulation Topology Setup
Nowadays the most frequently used standard for variety of attractive services such as Video-on-Demand (VoD) and Internet Protocol Television (IPTV) over multihomed wireless networks is IEEE 802.11 [26, 27]. As it is shown in Figure 1, we assume that both Aggregator Node (AN) and Storage Hub (SH) in WMSNs are equipped with two IEEE 802.11 interfaces (which have also been discussed by Misra et al. [28]). And the AN acts as the SCTP sender to transfer multimedia content to the SH (th