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Frequency of pituitary tumors appears to be higher than previously suspected, as
high as 1 in 1000 of the general population. �ey are usually benign and in most
cases controlled by surgery, radiation, or medical treatments. However, so-called
“aggressive” pituitary tumors are invasive macroadenomas refractory to surgical and
medical treatments, showing tendency to continuous growth and implicating a bad
vital prognosis. �eir de�nition, molecular basis, pathological characteristics, and
treatment are still the subject of research and controversies. Until some years ago, no
therapies were e�cacious inmanaging that kind of tumors. Lastly, variable responses
to drugs have been reported in a limited number of cases with tumor volume
reduction and control of the disease in some of them. A better understanding of the
role of the altered regulatory mechanisms which trigger malignant transformation
of pituitary cells and the eventual role that the DNA repairing systems may play in
the e�ectiveness of some drugs will contribute to the development of more selective
and e�ective therapies.

We invite authors to contribute original research articles as well as clinical review
articles that will illustrate and stimulate the continuing e�ort to understand the
implications of biomarkers as diagnostic, predictive, or potential targets to orientate
the development of innovative therapeutic strategies for aggressive tumors of the
pituitary gland.

Potential topics include, but are not limited to:

De�nition of “atypical” and “aggressive” pituitary tumors
Pathological traits of “aggressive” tumors
Identi�cation and functional description of molecular targets involved in
tumor initiation and development
�erapeutic strategies and new drug therapies
Factors conditioning the responsiveness to therapy

Authors can submit their manuscripts via the Manuscript Tracking System at
http://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/ije/aptp/.
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