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The electric response to an external periodic voltage of small amplitude of dye-sensitized solar cells (DSCs) made up with an
alternative architecture has been investigated. DSCs have been fabricated with a reversible sealing structure, based on microfluidic
concepts, with a precise control on the geometric parameters of the active chamber. Cells with different electrolyte thicknesses have
been characterized, without varying the thickness of the TiO2 layer, both under illumination and in dark conditions. Measurements
of the electric impedance have been performed in the presence of an external bias ranging from 0 V to 0.8 V. The experimental
data have been analyzed in terms of a transmission line model, with two transport channels. The results show that the photovoltaic
performances of the microfluidic cell are comparable with those obtained in irreversibly sealed structures, actually demonstrating
the reliability of the proposed device.

1. Introduction

Since the first paper of O’Regan and Grätzel [1], dye-
sensitized solar cells (DSCs) have been widely investi-
gated as one of the most promising candidates for the
next-generation solar devices with low production costs,
simple fabrication process, and good efficiency in energy
conversion. It is easy to obtain DSC samples employing
commercially available materials and simple process steps,
nevertheless, the performances are strongly dependent on the
material quality and the fabrication procedure.

Newly implemented manufacturing solutions such as
advanced print screen techniques, electrolyte filling, dye
profiling, and sealing machines have been reported for
obtaining small laboratory DSC with efficiency up to 10%,
good stability, and reproducibility [2–6]. The present DSC
research and development focus on finding materials and
manufacturing techniques for higher conversion efficiency,
lower costs, and longer operating lifetime. In this process,
the understanding of the influence of materials and com-
ponents on the overall efficiency is essential. Experimental

measurements provide a basis for identifying the factors
mostly limiting the efficiency of a DSC. Furthermore,
when coupled to mathematical models, they can provide
a quantitative understanding of the device’s physics [7].
Also, numerous papers have been published on modeling
and interpreting the results obtained from electrochemical
impedance spectroscopy (EIS) measurements [7–16].

Several papers have been published suggesting the best
fabrication procedure of the cells [2, 17, 18] and, moreover,
in the papers reporting experimentalresults, the procedure
used to obtain small laboratory cells is quite always illustrated
in details. Even if sometimes a simple-clips closure has been
chosen, the use of hot-melt sealants is generally adopted for
closure and protection from the environment. For research
purposes, this can be somewhat limiting. Indeed, some
of the fabrication steps, as dye adsorption and electrolyte
filling, are often performed without any direct/active control,
being difficult to ensure reproducibility and reliability while
fabricating a large number of cells. Both during experiments
and after them, the cell, being irreversibly sealed, does not
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grant the possibility of control and inspection, or postprocess
modifications.

Recently, our group has proposed a new technological
procedure for DSC fabrication [19], which is quite familiar to
the field of microfluidics. We designed a cell that is actually
made by all the parts of the traditional Grätzel’s device, in
which a microfluidic chamber has been designed by means of
a polydimethylsiloxane (PDMS) membrane. PDMS exhibits
a good spontaneous reversible adhesion to glass, metals, and
oxides. The membrane acts as a spacer between the two
electrodes, defining the inner active volume of the DSC. To
ensure a good sealing, the TiO2 layer is designed having
a circular shape entirely confined into the microfluidic
chamber. This is obtained performing a casting step into
a tape-mould having a hole with a fixed diameter into it.
To definitively close the device, a housing system has been
designed, with an external clamp closed by screws. In this
way, the sealing procedure is reversible, granting inspection
and control also after the experiments. Sealing performances
of such innovative structure were successfully evaluated by
dynamic fluidic tests. Our aim was the engineering of a small
laboratory cell which permits to distinguish between the
contributions of the different components and technological
steps. We employed a microfluidic device which offers good
flexibility and still grants low-cost materials and technologies
together with the use of very small amounts of reagents.
Our modular device enables to substitute one or more com-
ponents and guarantees the reproducibility of the assembly
parameters such as load distribution, screw tightening, and
thicknesses control. We have devoted particular care in the
definition of the active surface, in the control of thickness
uniformity and of the dye impregnation.

In this paper, commercially available DSC materials
have been used to fabricate a set of microfluidic solar
cells, with two different electrolyte thicknesses. Electric
characterization has been performed through standard I −
V measurements and through EIS measurements under
light and dark conditions, at different bias voltages. The
experimental data are analyzed in terms of a transmission
line model, with two transport channels, to validate already
proposed models [20]. This validation is fundamental since
it shows that our microfluidic approach does not change the
nature of the device but simply adds flexibility and reliability.
We demonstrate the effectiveness of the microfluidic cells as
a standard modular prototype which can be used for testing
different DSC components.

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we
describe the microfluidic cell preparation procedure. In
Section 3, the transmission line model which is used to
fit the experimental data is briefly recalled. In Section 4,
experimental results are presented and the best fit parameters
of our data are discussed. Section 5 is devoted to the
conclusions.

2. Experimental

Fluorine-doped-tin-oxide- (FTO) covered glasses (7Ω/sq,
Solaronix) were rinsed with acetone and ethanol in an

ultrasonic bath for 10 min. Then, a TiO2 layer (Ti-Nanoxide
D37 paste, Solaronix) with a circular shape (with a fixed
diameter of (10.00 ± 0.05) mm) was deposited on FTO by
tape-casting technique and dried at 50◦C for 30 min on a hot
plate. A sintering process at 450◦C for 30 min allowed the
formation of nanoporous TiO2 film with a mean thickness
of (7.5 ± 0.5) μm, as measured by profilometry (P.10 KLA-
Tencor).

Photoelectrodes were soaked into a 0.2 mM N719 dye
solution (Ruthenizer535bis-TBA, Solaronix) in ethanol for
24 h at room temperature and then rinsed in pure ethanol
to remove the unadsorbed molecules. Two small pin holes for
inlet/outlet connections were drilled in the FTO glass counter
electrodes through powder-blasting technique. Substrates
were then cleaned with the same rinsing method described
above and a 5 nm Pt layer was deposited onto FTO by thermal
evaporation. The inlet/outlet ports for electrolyte (Iodolyte
AN 50, Solaronix) filling were connected via low-density
polyethylene tubes and closed for operation with PDMS
caps.

The operating chamber was defined through a PDMS
membrane, prepared by casting technique. PDMS prepoly-
mer and curing agent (Sylgard 184, Dow Corning) were
mixed in a 10 : 1 weight ratio and degassed in low vacuum for
1 h. The mixture was then poured into the mould and cured
in a convection oven for 1 h at 70◦C. The membrane was
then peeled off from the mould and reversibly sandwiched
between the electrodes. Accurate control in the volume of the
mould and on PDMS weight during casting process allowed
a precise control in membrane thickness and uniformity.
The PDMS membrane laterally defines the active chamber of
the cell. For our microfluidic cells, two different membrane
thicknesses have been chosen, (200 ± 15) μm and (100 ±
8) μm, for obtaining one “thick” and one “thin” chamber,
respectively. A double-drop membrane layout was chosen
to promote air bubble evacuation during electrolyte filling.
The device is closed by an external housing system (made
of two poly(methyl methacrylate) frames) that clamps the
two electrodes and allows fluids handling. A 50 μm retaining
ring is designed on the membrane to follow the profile
of the chamber ensuring sealing by completely deform-
ing when closing the device with screws. The complete
deformation of the retaining ring grants the final distance
between the electrodes to coincide with the thickness of the
membranes. The strength applied to the screws is controlled
by a torque spanner. In this way, the sealing procedure
is reversible, allowing inspection and control after the
experiments.

All cells had an active area of 0.78 cm2 and measurements
were performed with a 0.22 cm2 shadow mask. Copper
foils (50 μm thick, area 1.5 cm2) were used for electric
connections at the electrodes, dielectrically isolated by the
PDMS membrane.

Impedance analysis was done using a potentiostat (760D,
CH Instruments) in a two-electrode configuration: refer-
ence and counter electrodes were linked together to DSC
cathode, while working electrode was connected to the cell
photoanode. The amplitude of the AC signal was 10 mV,
and the frequency was varied in the range 10−1–104 Hz.
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The applied bias potential has been varied in the range 0–
0.8 V. Measurements were taken both under 1 sun AM1.5G
illumination, using a class A solar simulator (91195A,
Newport), or in dark conditions.

3. Model

In electrochemical cells, the transport and charge-transfer
processes are described by nonlinear equations connecting
the driving forces to the flux of the particles. The impedance
spectroscopy technique is based on the analysis of the electric
response of a cell to a periodic external electric excitation
of variable frequency. When the amplitude of the applied
voltage is comparable with the thermal voltage, Vth =
kBT/q, the fundamental equations describing the charge
redistribution in the cell due to the external voltage are linear
[21]. In this approximation, it is possible to describe all
the processes by linear equations in which the coefficient
between the electrochemical potential and the current is the
electric impedance. In this framework, the electrochemical
cell can be described by an equivalent electric circuit.

The performances of the DSC are connected with the
morphology and structure of the TiO2 layer on which the
dye molecules are attached, with the ability of the electrolyte
of regenerating the photoabsorbing molecules and also with
the contact between the solid film or the electrolyte and the
conductive electrodes. All these processes have characteristic
times ranging from hundreds of seconds to microseconds,
which, transposed into the frequency domain, correspond
to the mHz to MHz part of the electromagnetic spectrum.
The impedance spectroscopy technique allows separating
different processes occurring in such very complex systems.
From the impedance spectra, it is possible to analyze the
diffusion-recombination electronic processes in the TiO2

film and at the interface solid film-electrolyte, the diffusion
mechanism of the redox species in the electrolyte, and also
the charge transfer at the electrodes. The diffusion time
of the redox species strongly depends on the thickness of
the electrolyte and this, in turn, is connected to the overall
thickness of the cell.

A porous film in contact with an electrolyte is described
by a transmission line model with two transport chan-
nels and crosswise elements [20]. The carrier transport is
simultaneously of electronic origin in the solid phase and
ionic in the liquid. Both media in contact are supposed to
be homogenous and continuously connected phases. Due
to the special geometrical structure of the complex system
film-electrolyte, there will be a distribution of the electric
current generated by the charges moving along each media
and also on the direction normal to the internal surface.
The total electric current can be expressed as a sum of AC
currents, i1 and i2, flowing in the liquid and solid phase,
respectively. The impedance of the solid film in contact with
the electrolyte is obtained by solving the equations for the
electric currents and their local variations in both phases
[22, 23]. The charge transport in the solid or liquid phases
is simply showed by resistances. The electrolyte-solid film
interface and the associated electrochemical processes are

described as an electric circuit formed by a parallel of a
capacitor and a resistance:

ZR = Rtr · Re
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In (1), Rtr and Re are the transport resistance in the solid film
and the diffusion resistance in the electrolyte, respectively,
and d is the thickness of the porous film [20]. Equation (1)
has been obtained by imposing that the ionic current is zero
at the end of the pore in the film and also that the electronic
current in the solid film is zero at the outer edge of the film.
These suppositions are assumed for the situation in which
the edges of the solid film are planar and perfectly reflecting.

In (2), Zct is the equivalent impedance formed by a
parallel Rct and Ct :

Zct = 1
iωCt + R−1

ct
, (3)

where Ct is the total capacitance in the solid film and
within the interface, Rct is the charge-transfer resistance at
the solid-electrolyte interface. This description is related to
the presence of both faradaic and polarization currents in the
region separating the two phases. In terms of resistance and
capacitance connected to the solid-electrolyte interface, it is
possible to define a characteristic time τn = (ωn)−1 = RctCt

associated to the electron lifetime in the solid film.
The collection efficiency of the charges at the front

electrode requires that the electron diffusion length, Ln, is
greater than the thickness of the porous film. The electron
diffusion length is related to the ratio between the charge
transport time, τtr = RtrCt and the charge lifetime, τn =
RctCt, Ln = d(τn/τtr)

1/2 [23]. For good charge collection
efficiency, the charge-transfer resistance has to be larger than
the transport resistance.

The impedance describing the diffusion of the redox
species in the electrolyte has the form:

Ze = Re

tanh
(√

(iω/ωd)
)

√
(iω/ωd)

, (4)

where ωd is the characteristic frequency of the diffusion [24].
The contact between the electrolyte and the counter

electrode is modeled by a parallel RpCp, with the equivalent
impedance:

Zp = 1
iωCp + R−1

p
, (5)

where Cp is the interfacial Helmholtz (double-layer) capaci-
tance and Rp is the charge-transfer resistance at the counter
electrode [25].

It follows that the total impedance for a DSC is

Z = Rs + ZR + Ze + Zp, (6)



4 International Journal of Photoenergy

where Rs is the resistance of the leads and of the ohmic
contacts to the cell.

The different contributions to the total impedance Z of
the cell depend on the frequency in different manners. From
the fit of the full spectra of its real and imaginary parts,
we can derive information on the different mechanisms
responsible for the conduction across the DSC.

The best fit of the experimental data is obtained by
minimizing the quantity:

s =
∑n f

i=ni
∣∣∣R(ωi)− Rexp(ωi)

∣∣∣
2
(
n f − ni + 1

)
Rexp

+

∑n f

i=ni
∣∣∣X(ωi)− Xexp(ωi)

∣∣∣
2
(
n f − ni + 1

)
Xexp

,

(7)

where R(ωi) = ReZ(ωi) is the real part of the total
impedance, Rexp(ωi) is the measured value, Rexp is the average
of the experimental values Rexp(ωi), and (n f − ni + 1) is
the total number of experimental points. Similar definitions
stand for the imaginary part of the impedance X = Im(Z).
The factor 2 in the denominator was used to make s = 1
if Z(ω) ≡ 0. We have chosen to express the minimizing
function s in terms of absolute values of R(ωi) − Rexp(ωi)
and not, as usual, in terms of squares of these deviations,
for the reason that the minimizing procedure was entirely
numerical, no derivatives were necessary and, numerically,
the evaluation of the absolute value is less time consuming
than squaring.

4. Results and Discussion

4.1. Efficiency and Reproducibility of the Microfluidic Solar
Cell. The microfluidic solar cells have been designed to
permit control, reproducibility, and reliability in a simple
system. Moreover, the reversibility of the sealing is designed
to allow the inspection of the prototypes after usage. A
significant attention has been devoted to the characterization
of the reproducibility of the photovoltaic conversion effi-
ciency. In Figure 1(a) we report a scheme of a microfluidic
DSC in which all the elements constituting the cell are
exploded, in Figure 1(b) a picture of the final device, and
in Figure 1(c) the evaluation of the sun energy conversion
efficiency for a statistically significant number of identical
cells. The evaluated conversion efficiency is (6.76 ± 0.11)%.
The variation of the predicted efficiency value around the
average value is comparable with the one obtained with
irreversibly-sealed structure [2]. In Table 1, the obtained
electric parameters are reported for typical “thin” and “thick”
cells.

4.2. EIS Measurements. Several papers have reported on the
impedance spectroscopy of DSC. However, only a few have
investigated the electric response of the cells with different
thicknesses of electrolyte, since standard cells do not allow
modifying this parameter in a controllable manner. In what
follows, we compare the Nyquist plots for DSC varying
their thicknesses. Special attention is devoted to the electric
response under light and dark conditions. In all reported
Nyquist diagrams, we subtract the resistance of the electrode,

responsible for the value of the impedance of the full system
in the high-frequency limit. In this manner, the diagrams are
relevant only to the electric properties of the cell.

In Figure 2, we compare the Nyquist diagrams corre-
sponding to cells with different thicknesses (L1 = 200 μm,
L2 = 100 μm) subjected to bias voltages ranging from 0 V to
0.8 V, under light (Figures 2(a) and 2(b)) and dark (Figures
2(c) and 2(d)) conditions. As it follows from Figure 2,
in the high-frequency region the parametric plot of −X
versus R is a straight line with a slope quite equal to
1, and this result is independent of the thickness of the
cell. The experimental results are in agreement with the
model proposed by Bisquert [20] according to which in this
frequency region the impedance of the DSC is mainly due to
the electrolyte. In fact, for large frequency, Z → Ze.

By taking into account (4) and that in this region ω �
ωd, we get

Z −→ Ze ≈ Re

√
ωd

2ω
(1− i). (8)

Consequently, the real and imaginary parts of Z tend to

R −→ Re

√
ωd

2ω
,

−X −→ Re

√
ωd

2ω
,

(9)

respectively, and−X = R, indicating that the parametric plot
of −X versus R is a straight line with the slope equal to 1. A
simple analysis shows that

Re = α

qD

L

S
, (10)

where α depends on the exchange of the charges at the
electrode due to the adsorption, q is the electric charge of
the ion, S is the effective surface of the porous electrode, and
D is the ionic diffusion coefficient.

Furthermore, the diffusion circular frequency is ωd =
D/L2. Consequently, in the high frequency region,

R −→ Re

√
ωd

2ω
= α

q
√
D

1
S

√
1

2ω
. (11)

This result indicates that both, in the considered frequency
range, R and −X are independent of the thickness of the
electrolyte. For the dark state, the behavior in the high-
frequency range coincides with that in the light state.

In Figures 2(b) and 2(d), for the bias voltage of 0.6 V
and the thickness of L2, the different contributions to the
impedance are not separable on the parametric plot. For
larger bias voltages and thicknesses, the processes related
to the counter electrode and TiO2 are well separated. It
can be seen that the amplitude and the position of the
peak corresponding to the charge transfer at the counter
electrode are the same, for the same thickness and bias
voltage, under light and dark conditions. On the contrary,
the peak connected with the recombination in the TiO2 layer
has smaller amplitudes for the light conditions and different
positions.
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Figure 1: (a) Scheme of the microfluidic DSC with the detail of all the elements constituting the cell. (b) A picture of the final device. (c)
Evaluation of the energy conversion efficiency for 20 nominally identical cells. Cell thickness was fixed at 200 μm.

Table 1: Electric parameters of two typical microfluidic cells with
different thicknesses: JSC, short circuit density of current, VOC, open
circuit voltage, FF, fill factor.

L1 = 100 μm L2 = 200 μm

JSC [mA/cm2] 19.5 20.5

VOC [V] 0.64 0.64

FF 0.58 0.55

Efficiency [%] 7.22 7.29

In Figure 3(a), for the cell with L1 = 200 μm, we compare
the Nyquist diagrams for three different bias voltages (0.4 V,
0.6 V, and 0.8 V) under illumination. For biases larger than
0.4 V, the Nyquist diagram indicates the presence of two well-
defined dissipative processes. The semicircles in the high-
frequency limit, related to the counter electrode, have a

radius which is a decreasing function of the bias voltage. The
same conclusion holds true for the semicircle connected to
TiO2 electrode appearing for moderate frequency. On the
contrary, with our experimental accuracy, no conclusion can
be derived for the semicircle related to the diffusion process
in the electrolyte, appearing in the DC limit: the 0.1 Hz lower
limit in EIS is not low enough for the cells, considering the
redox ion used. Figure 3(b) refers to the same cell, under
dark conditions. For large frequencies, the parametric plots
of−X versus R are independent of the bias, and all the curves
coincide, as evidenced in the zoom reported in Figure 3(b-1).

In Figure 4, the Nyquist diagrams for the two cells
under the bias voltage of 0.4 V are compared: in Figure 4(a)
under light and in Figure 4(b) under dark conditions. An
interesting feature of the diagrams is that under illumination
the resistance of the cell is larger for 100 μm than for 200 μm,
whereas for dark measurements the trend is reversed. The
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Figure 2: Nyquist diagrams for DSC with thicknesses L1= 200 μm and L2= 100 μm, under bias voltages ranging from 0 V to 0.8 V, under
light (a, b) and dark (c, d) conditions.

same feature may be seen in Figure 5 for 0.6 V bias, but not
for 0.8 V bias. These experimental results can be interpreted
in terms of the following consideration. The effect of the
electrolyte in the system is to furnish the ionic charges
to regenerate the dye molecules adsorbed on the porous
electrode. In the ideal case, each dye molecule would have
an ion nearby in order to be immediately regenerated. For
imaging a dynamic process in which the ions are positioned
in front of the adsorbed layer of dyes in the pores, in
the “thin” cell, for low biases (≤0.6 V), even if the liquid
electrolyte is filling all the pores, it might happen that the
ions within the pore are not enough to regenerate all the
nearby molecules of the dye. In the thicker cell, the overall
number of ions is larger, and so, although the equilibrium

concentration is the same for the same bias, the number of
ionic charges per unit surface within the pores, can be larger.
For higher biases within all the pores, the dye molecules can
be saturated by the ions even in thinner cells and the apparent
resistance is given mainly by the resistance of the ionic film,
the larger the film, the larger the resistance. Of course, for
dark conditions, the regeneration process does not appear
and the cells, behave normally, that is, thicker cells, larger
resistances.

Until now, we just discussed the parametric plots show-
ing −X versus R, when the parameter is the frequency of the
applied voltage. Some information can also be derived from
the spectra of R and −X . In this case, the presence of the
different dissipative phenomena is indicated by plateau and
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Figure 5: Real (a) and imaginary (b) parts of the impedance for the DSC with L1 = 200 μm under illumination. Black squares and blue circles
are the experimental data for bias of 0 V and 0.6 V, respectively. Black and blue continuous curves are the corresponding best fits, obtained
by means of the model described in the text.

maxima of R and−X , respectively. The spectra of the real (R)
and imaginary (−X) parts of the total impedance Z of the cell
given by (6) under light conditions are shown in Figures 5(a)
and 5(b), respectively. In these figures, the squares refer to
the case in the absence of bias and the circles to a bias voltage
of 0.6 V.

As expected, the presence of the bias strongly reduces
the resistance and the modulus of the reactance because the
number of carriers increases. From Figure 5, we deduce that
in the absence of any bias voltage, R and −X are monotonic
functions of frequency (in the range between 1 Hz and
40 kHz). On the contrary, in the presence of bias voltage, the
spectrum of R presents two plateaux, one in the DC limit
and the second one around 100 Hz, whereas the spectrum
of −X presents a dissipation peak around 30 Hz related to
the plateaux in the DC limit. The second peak is not visible
in this limited range. Similar diagrams, not reported, can
be derived in the experimental situation described in the
previous figures. The best fit parameters of these curves,
used in the characterization of TiO2-electrolyte interface, are
discussed in the following section as far as their bias voltage
dependence is concerned.

4.3. Characterization of the TiO2-Electrolyte Interface. To
investigate the dependence of the photoanode-electrolyte
interface impedance on the bias voltage, we performed
measurements of the same kind reported in Figure 5 for bias
voltages ranging from 0 V to 0.8 V. The parameters of the best
fit Rct and Ct , characterizing this interface, versus the bias
voltage V, are shown in Figures 6(a) and 6(b), for the cells
under light conditions. The triangles and stars refer to cells
of thicknesses 100 μm and 200 μm, respectively. We note that
these quantities weakly depend on the thickness of the DSC,
as expected, as they have to describe interface properties. The
bias voltage dependence of Rct and Ct is well described by the
model of Bisquert [20] according to which

Rct = R0 exp
(−βV/Vth

)
,

Ct = C0 exp(αV/Vth),
(12)

where R0 and C0 are the resistance and capacitance of
the interface at 0 V bias, and β and α are two constants
[22, 25]. From the best fit of Figure 6(a) and 6(b), we find
β(100μm) = 0.13, β(200μm) = 0.17, and α(100μm) = 0.15,
α(200μm) = 0.11, values comparable with those reported in
[20].

The difference between α and β may be explained by the
fact that Rct depends on the free contact surface between
the titania and the electrolyte (i.e., the total surface of
the pore minus the surface occupied by the adsorbed dye
molecules) whereas Ct depends on the total surface of the
pore (considering that the adsorbed dye molecular film
minimally alters the dielectric constant in the interface).

Ct is mainly related with the chemical capacitance that
is connected to the carrier concentration in the conductive
band or with the DOS at the Ec position, but it depends
also on surface interactions on TiO2 nanoparticles. In fact,
a contribution to the capacitance has a dielectric origin
and is related with the depletion at semiconductor/TCO or
semiconductor/electrolyte interfaces, depending on voltage
as 1/

√
V [20, 22]. Moreover, one has to consider the

double-layer capacitance in the electrolyte part of the semi-
conductor/electrolyte interface (in the case of concentrated
electrolytes, it is known as Helmholtz capacitance). Thus,
the dependence of Ct on the bias voltage may not be a
pure increasing exponential. The above formulae may be
compared to the bias dependence of the carrier concen-
tration in a semiconductor, namely, n = n0 exp(qV/kBT),
introducing an effective temperature Teff = T/α (or T/β).
As Teff > T , we may say that to the entropic disorder
characterized by T , in a single crystal semiconductor there
is a supplementary disorder introduced by the porosity of
titania and the adsorption of dye molecules.

At least, a part of α may correspond to a larger effective
temperature in the case of porous media.

By means of the measured Rct and Ct, we evaluate the
relaxation time related to the charge transfer by means of
τn = RctCt, reported in Figure 6(c). From this figure, it
follows that τn is practically independent on the thickness of
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Figure 6: Charge transfer resistance (a), total capacitance (b), and charge lifetime (c) versus applied bias voltage for two cells with L1 =
200 μm (red stars) and L2 = 100 μm (blue triangles), under light conditions. The continuous curves are the best fit, obtained by means of the
model described in the text. τn = RctCt is the charge-transfer relaxation time.

the DSC and depends on the bias in an exponential manner,
as it follows from the expression (12).

In Figure 7, we report the same parameters shown in
Figure 6, for the DSC under dark conditions. From the best
fit of Figures 7(a) and 7(b), we find β(100μm) = 0.17,
β(200μm) = 0.23 and α(100μm) = 0.25, α(200μm) = 0.12.

From the experimental data, it is possible to evaluate
the diffusion coefficient (D), the carrier concentration in the
TiO2 layer (n) and the diffusion length of the carrier in the
TiO2 layer (Ln) by means of the equations D = d2/RtrCt,
n = (kBT/q2) · (Ct/S · d) and Ln = d(Rct/Rtr)

1/2. For our
DSC of thickness L1 = 200 μm submitted to the bias voltage

of 0.6 V, we find D ∼ 7.6 ·10−9 m2/s, n ∼ 1.32 ·1023 m−3, and
Ln ∼ 8.39 ·10−6 m.

5. Conclusions

A new microfluidic technological procedure for DSC fabrica-
tion has been proposed. Our aim is the engineering of a small
laboratory cell which permits to distinguish between the
contributions of the different components and technological
steps. The microfluidic structure is reversibly sealed and can
be interfaced with a housing system consisting of mechanical
clamping, inlet/outlet ports, and interconnections to external
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Figure 7: Charge transfer resistance (a), total capacitance (b), and charge lifetime (c) versus applied bias voltage for two cells with thicknesses
L1 = 200 μm (red stars) and L2 = 100 μm (blue triangles), under dark conditions. The continuous curves are the best fit, obtained by means
of the model described in the text. τn = RctCt is the charge-transfer relaxation time.

fluids handling devices. This technological approach guar-
antees a high degree of reproducibility, as demonstrated by
a statistical analysis. Moreover, the modularity of the device
enables the possibility of postprocess control and inspection.

We have investigated the electrical response of a micro-
fluidic DSC to an external voltage of variable frequency.
EIS measurements have been performed under light and
dark conditions, at different bias voltages ranging from 0 V
to 0.8 V and for two different thicknesses of the cells. The
experimental data are analyzed by means of a transmission
line model, with two transport channels, to validate already
proposed models. From the spectra of the real and imaginary
parts of the electric impedance of the cell, we have derived the

charge-transfer resistance and total capacitance relevant to
the interface porous electrode-electrolyte. The experimental
data are well described by the transmission line model
and the parameters characterizing the diffusion coefficient,
carrier concentration, and the diffusion length of the carrier
in the TiO2 layer are in agreement with the values reported
in the literature.

This validation is fundamental since it shows that our
microfluidic approach does not change the nature of the
device, but simply adds flexibility and reliability. We demon-
strate the effectiveness of the microfluidic cells as a standard
modular prototype which can be used for testing different
DSC components.
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