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Mental disorders among children are an important public health issue because of
their prevalence, early onset, and impact on the child, the family, and the community.
As such, pediatricians play an important role not only in early recognition and
evaluation of psychiatric disorders, such as autism spectrum disorders, childhood
onset schizophrenia, ADHD, and phobias, but also in chronic management of these
disorders. �e primary goals of treatment are to maximize the child’s ultimate
functional independence and quality of life by minimizing the core features of these
disorders, facilitating development and learning, promoting socialization, reducing
maladaptive behaviors, and educating and supporting families. However, there is a
grievous gap between the advance in research �ndings mainly from neuroscience
and the lagging applications of conceptually novel treatments for patients.

Translational research of child psychiatry tries to partially bridge this gap by fostering
and highlighting the pathway from discovery to clinical applications to enable
clinicians to gain broader insight into the basic mechanisms of disease that will
ultimately lead to better care of the patients. Advances in our understanding of
biologic systems and the development of powerful new tools that can be applied
at both the bench and the bedside, genomics, proteomics, transgenic animal
models, structural biology, bioinformatics, and imaging technologies, provide such
an opportunity to o�er unprecedented prospects for advancing knowledge of child
mental disorders in a translational context. Moreover, it turns out to be clear that
available animal models of mental disorders are o�en inadequate, necessitating even
more research on human populations and biologic samples.

�us, aiming at extending along the “bedside to bench” and “bench to bedside”
bidirections, we will invite investigators to contribute original research article as well
as review articles that seek to address the fundamental discovery and translational
research.

Potential topics include, but are not limited to:

Studies that advance the biological bases of child mental disorders, such as
autism, schizophrenia, and ADHD
Studies that explain the basic mechanisms by which psychopharmacological
agents and/or complementary/ alternative medicine exert their e�ect
Studies that use neuroimaging technics such as MRI, MRS, DTI, and
functional MRI for the investigation of the topics

Authors can submit their manuscripts via the Manuscript Tracking System at
http://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/ijpedi/trcp/.
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