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Over the years, synthetic chemicals have been used to control postharvest diseases
of fruits and vegetables. However, the increasing public concern and demand by
consumers for safe and high-quality foods have generated interest in the search
for better alternative to chemicals. In this regard, biological control has emerged as
one of the promising alternatives of postharvest diseases control to reduce synthetic
chemical use. However, most of the biological control agents (BCAs) are exposed
to variable environmental conditions which a�ect their e�cacy and reliability;
therefore, there is the need to explore the use of natural enhancers/inducers to
augment their performance, particularly during postharvest.

�erefore, the focus of this special issue is to emphasis use of essential oils, food
additives, plant extracts, and salts additives among others to control postharvest
diseases of fruits and vegetables and to enhance the biological control e�cacy
of BCAs. Research studies should focus on methods that extend shel�ife and
does not a�ect the organoleptic properties/sensory qualities of the produce. �e
augmentation of BCAs is becoming increasingly important in many areas of
biological control in order to improve their e�cacy.

In addition, the use of Omic technologies to explore the molecular mechanisms
involved in biological control of postharvest diseases is of immense importance.
�erefore, the aim of this special issue is to project and propel biological control
as safer method of postharvest disease control in the contemporary food industry.

In the light of this, we are therefore honored to invite you to submit research articles
and review articles which describe the current state of the art.

Potential topics include but are not limited to the following:

Role of proteomics in explaining the molecular mechanism involved in plant
defense
Enhancement of defense-related gene expressions of BCAs/host plant
involved in diseases control
Plant-pathogen interaction
Molecular interaction between fruits/vegetables and biocontrol agents
Integration of physical and BCAs and their possible use in disease control
New formulations in protecting e�cacy of biocontrol agents against
environmental in�uence (e.g., ascorbic acid, glycine betaine, and salicylates)
�e use of new BCAs discovered to control and/or degrade mycotoxins in
food

Authors can submit their manuscripts through the Manuscript Tracking System at
https://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/jfq/ebtm/.

Papers are published upon acceptance, regardless of the Special Issue publication
date.
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