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Abstract. 
A hydrogen economy is needed, in order to resolve current environmental and energy-related problems. For the introduction of hydrogen as an important energy vector, sophisticated materials are required. This paper provides a brief overview of the subject, with a focus on hydrogen storage technologies for mobile applications. The unique properties of hydrogen are addressed, from which its advantages and challenges can be derived. Different hydrogen storage technologies are described and evaluated, including compression, liquefaction, and metal hydrides, as well as porous materials. This latter class of materials is outlined in more detail, explaining the physisorption interaction which leads to the adsorption of hydrogen molecules and discussing the material characteristics which are required for hydrogen storage application. Finally, a short survey of different porous materials is given which are currently investigated for hydrogen storage, including
zeolites, metal organic frameworks (MOFs), covalent organic frameworks (COFs), porous polymers, aerogels, boron nitride materials, and activated carbon materials.


1. Motivation
Today’s energy sector is accompanied by a number of environmental inconveniences. In order to overcome those problems, future energy concepts have to be put into practice. In particular, renewable energies are needed, because (i) fossil energy promotes global warming and environmental contamination, (ii) the supply of nonrenewable energy sources is finite, and (iii) nuclear energy presents a serious danger due to its radioactive waste products. Among renewable energies, technologies for hydrogen storage will be an important piece of the jigsaw.
The world’s current energy supplies are mainly based on fossil energy resources. These resources have their origin in organic (and therefore carbon-containing) compounds, which have been converted throughout millions of years. By burning them today, these resources are reintroduced into the natural carbon cycle and increase the CO2 content of the atmosphere. CO2 gas increases the world’s greenhouse effect, leading to global warming [1]. In Figure 1 it can be seen that, since the industrialization in the 19th century, the atmospheric CO2 content is continuously rising. Also the evolution of the global temperature is shown in Figure 1. For the same time period, an overall increasing tendency can be observed, which suggests a relationship between both trends that could be something more than casual.


	
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
		
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
				
			
		
	
	
		
			
				
				
				
				
				
				
			
			
				
				
				
				
			
		
	
	
		
			
				
				
				
				
				
				
			
			
				
				
				
				
			
		
	
	
		
			
				
				
				
				
			
		
	
	
		
			
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			
			
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
				
				
			
			
				
			
			
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			
			
				
				
			
		
	
	
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
	


	
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
		
	
	
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
		
	
	
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
		
	
	
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
		
	
	
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
		
	
	
	
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
		
		
	

Figure 1: Global temperature (red) and CO2 emissions (blue) over the past decades [14–16].


Another problem with natural and fossil energy resources is their limited availability. In the case of oil, this fact can be exemplified by the so-called peak oil phenomenon. The term “peak oil” was introduced by Shell-company scientist Hubbert more than 50 years ago, who correctly predicted that the oil production of the USA would have a maximum in the 1970s [2, 3]. Nowadays, this theory is applied to predict the worldwide production of oil. According to the peak oil theory, oil production reaches a maximum at a specific date and then drops by the same rate as its increase, leading to a symmetrical curve. While the main concept of peak oil finds wide acceptance, opinions diverge when it comes to questions of details. Particularly the present and future impacts of peak oil on science, technology, society, politics, business, and so forth are being lively discussed throughout the fields [4–13]. While some claim that peak oil already occurred, others speculate that this date is still far-off [6]. Indeed, the phenomenon turned out to come true for a number of single countries, and, apparently, it is also correct if only “conventional” oil fields are taken into account. This refers to oil fields of a considerable size which are easily accessible. In Figure 2, the world oil consumption is shown over the years, together with the discovery of conventional oil fields. It can be seen that the consumption increases continuously. The discovery of large oil reservoirs, on the other hand, increased rapidly in the beginning, having its peak in the 1960s. From then on, the curve decreases as rapidly as it had increased, leading to a bell-shaped curve. In the 1990s, the consumption overreached the discovery. Thus, the oil that is consumed today has been found already decades ago or emanates from less accessible, and therefore more costly, oil sources. Summing up, natural resources are finite and will run out sooner or later.


	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	


	


	
	


	
	


	
	


	
	


	
	


	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	





















	
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	


	
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	


	
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	


	
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
		
			
			
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
		
	


	
		
			
			
			
			
		
	

Figure 2: Discovery of conventional oil reserves (blue) and oil consumption (red) [5].


Based on the aforementioned facts, it can be concluded that alternatives need to be found for the future energy market and that, in the long run, only renewable energy sources can provide sustainability. However, the usage of renewable energy sources leads to a number of new problems. On one hand, there is the temporal misfit between energy generation and consumption. For example, electricity can be produced by solar energy at daytime, but not during the night when it is needed for illumination. On the other hand, primary renewable energy sources are not efficient enough to be used in mobile applications, where space is limited and weight has to be low. Both of these problems can be solved by means of the so-called “hydrogen economy”.
2. Introduction
2.1. The Hydrogen Economy
Fundamental research on hydrogen was firstly made in the middle of the 18th century by Henry Cavendish, who discovered the element in 1766, and by Antoine Lavoisier, who gave it its name in 1783 [17]. Despite the attention which is paid to it today, the idea of using hydrogen as an energy carrier is not new at all. In fact, syngas and coal gas found widespread use for heating, illumination, and engines since around 1800, and for more than 150 years, until being replaced by natural gas [17, 18]. These gases are synthesized by steam gasification of different carbon sources and contain about 50% hydrogen mixed with other gases [17]. In fact, syngas is still being utilized today, in locations where natural gas is unavailable or costly [18]. Already in 1874, the novelist and science-fiction pioneer Jules Verne imagined a self-sustaining energy system based on electrolyzed hydrogen in his novel “The Mysterious Island”.
However, the term “hydrogen economy” was not introduced until 1972 by Bockris [19]. The concept of the hydrogen economy gained great public attention as a consequence of the oil crises in the 1970s and moreover after the nuclear disasters of Chernobyl in 1986 and Fukushima in 2011. The basic idea behind the hydrogen economy is that hydrogen is produced by renewable energy sources, transported over large distances, stored in large amounts, and finally used to generate electricity, heat, and propulsion for the consumer [19]. Hydrogen could be produced centrally as well as locally and from numerous sources like wind, water, wave, solar, or biomass. Furthermore, its distribution could coexist with a conventional electricity network in order to provide households, industry, and vehicles with energy. For the distribution of hydrogen, a pipeline network, similar to today’s natural gas system, could be used, if materials are found to be compatible [18].
2.2. Hydrogen Properties
Hydrogen is the lightest of all elements and the most abundant one in the universe [18, 20]. On earth, however, it only ranks the 15th element, and its concentration in the atmosphere is very low (0.5 ppm) [20, 21]. Yet it forms the largest number of chemical compounds, water being the most abundant of them [20, p. 351 f.].
In its gaseous state, hydrogen forms the diatomic molecule H2 (dihydrogen). Some basic properties of hydrogen are listed in Table 1. It can be seen that it is a solid below 13.85 K, and its liquid form exists only in a small range of temperatures up to 20.25 K. Above its critical point (
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 = 1.276 MPa) hydrogen is a supercritical fluid. Hydrogen gas is transparent, odorless, and nontoxic.
Table 1: Hydrogen properties.
	

	Atomic weight 	1.0079 	g mol−1
	Van der Waals radius 	120 	pm 
	Covalent radius 	31 	pm 
	ΔH (H2⇀ 2 H) 	436 	kJ mol−1
	Density at 273 K and 0.1 MPa 	0.0899 	g l−1 
	Liquid density (20.25 K) 	70.8 	g l−1
	Boiling point 	20.25 	K 
	Critical temperature 	32.97 	K 
	Critical pressure 	1.276 	MPa 
	Self-ignition temperature 	747 	K 
	Flammability limit in air 	4.1–74.2 	Vol.% 
	Explosive limits in air 	18.3–59	Vol.% 
	Diffusion coefficient in air 	 0.634 	cm2 s−1
	



Hydrogen burns with invisible flame and over a wide range of concentrations in air. These points call critics into action and provoke concerns about hydrogen safety. The Hindenburg Zeppelin disaster from 1937 is a popular example which is often cited by critics against hydrogen technology. However, the subject is controversially discussed, and some studies of the accident have revealed that, instead of its hydrogen charge, a highly flammable skin material of the airship may have caused the fire [22, 23]. Hydrogen is around 14 times lighter than air and has a high diffusion coefficient. In the case of an accidental release, this causes a strong buoyancy and a fast volatilization into the atmosphere. Gasoline, in contrast, does not disperse rapidly and builds nonbuoyant, toxic fumes. In Table 2, properties of different fuels are compared. It can be seen that the ignition energies at the lower flammability limit are in general very low. Thus, already electrostatic sparks may have sufficient energy for igniting fuel/air mixtures under these conditions [18]. Regarding the flammable and explosive ranges, the lower limits are generally considered more important in the case of an accident [18]. Despite the fact that hydrogen has a broad range of flammability, its lower flammable limit is significantly higher than for a number of other fuels. This includes widely used combustibles, like, for example, gasoline, butane, propane, and ethanol. Its autoignition temperature lies in a range similar to other fuels. According to a report on behalf of Ford Motor Company, the safety of a hydrogen FC vehicle would be potentially better than that of a gasoline or propane vehicle [18, 24]. For a large number of solid materials, hydrogen embrittlement is a problematic issue. Hydrogen can easily penetrate these materials via several mechanisms. Inside the host material, the hydrogen impedes the plastic flow of the material and decreases its ductility [25]. For high pressure applications and storage tank designs it is particularly important to take into account hydrogen embrittlement, in order to avoid the failure of system and tank components.
Table 2: Comparison of fuel safety properties in air [18, 24, 25, 27].
	

	Fuel 	Autoignition temperature 	Flammable limits 	Explosive limits 	Buoyant velocity 	Ignition energya
	K 	Vol.% 	Vol.% 	m s−1	mJ 
	

	Hydrogen 	673–858 	4.1−74.2 	18.3−59.0 	1.2–9.0 	10 
	Methane 	923 	5.3−15.0 	6.3−13.5 	0.8–6.0 	20 
	Ethane 	788 	3.0−12.5 	— 	—b 	— 
	Propane 	723 	2.3−9.5 	3.1−7.0 	—b	— 
	Butane 	678 	1.9−8.5 	— 	—b 	— 
	Gasoline 	553–729 	1.4−7.6 	1.1−3.3 	—b	— 
	Ethanol 	696 	3.3−19.0 	— 	—b 	— 
	Methanol 	743 	6.0−36.5 	— 	—b	— 
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Ignition energy at the lower flammability limit. For stoichiometric mixtures, the value is significantly lower (e.g., 0.02 mJ for hydrogen) [18].
	
		
			

				b
			

		
	
Nonbuoyant, due to higher density than air (1.2 kg m−3) under standard conditions.

Due to its high conversion efficiency and its zero emission (referring to emissions of toxic pollution or greenhouse gases like, e.g., CO2), hydrogen is regarded as an ideal secondary energy carrier. It can be produced using renewable energy and water, and, by means of storing it, the hydrogen can be retransformed to energy and water in another time and space. During those conversions no contamination is produced. For energy conversion, well-established technologies like internal combustion engines (ICEs) may be operated with hydrogen fuel if they are slightly modified [20]. By combustion in air, the emission is primarily water vapor. Only traces of nitrogen oxides are formed, which can be controlled to very low levels [18]. In ICEs, the conversion efficiency is thermodynamically limited by the Carnot efficiency to a relatively low value (below 30%) [25]. In terms of both, emission and efficiency, fuel cells (FCs) outperform classical combustion engines. Thus, they are able to convert the chemical energy of hydrogen to electricity with an efficiency of up to 60% [18, 22]. Thereby, water vapor is the sole emission [18]. Today, one of the main drawbacks of FCs is that they are expensive, amongst others because of their dependency on precious catalyst materials.
Aside from high costs of FCs, there are two other main obstacles which impede the introduction of hydrogen as an important energy vector today: hydrogen production and its storage. Thus, inexpensive methods for hydrogen mass production need to be found, and efficient, economic, and safe hydrogen storage technologies need to be developed in order to compete with less expensive fossil fuels and for introducing a hydrogen economy [18].
3. Hydrogen Storage
As an energy carrier, hydrogen has to compete against other fuels. For the use in electric vehicles, hydrogen could outperform electric batteries which are relatively bulky and heavy [18]. According to General Motors, running an electric vehicle with hydrogen and fuel cells instead of batteries has a number of advantages [26]. For example, costs can be reduced, and considerably higher energy densities can be reached [26].
In Figures 3 and 4, the heat of combustion of hydrogen is compared with other gaseous, liquid, and solid fuels. On a gravimetric basis (Figure 3), the value of hydrogen clearly exceeds those of other alternatives, reaching more than twice of their energy content. This characteristic predestines hydrogen, for example, as a rocket fuel [18, 21]. For application in a FC car a mass of only around 4 kg of hydrogen is sufficient in order to reach a range of 400 km [22]. A contrary tendency can be observed for the heat of combustion on a volumetric basis (see Figure 4). This is why, under standard conditions, gaseous fuels are in a clear disadvantage. In particular hydrogen reaches a significantly lower volumetric value, due to its low density. Thus, if the 4 kg of hydrogen, which is needed for a FC car, would be carried under normal conditions (at room temperature and under atmospheric pressure), then the tank would occupy a volume of approximately 45 m3; by way of illustration this would correspond to a balloon of around 4.4 m diameter.


	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
		
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
	
		
	
	
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
			
			
		
		
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
	
	
		
			
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			
			
				
			
			
				
			
			
				
			
		
	


	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		

Figure 3: Heat of combustion on a gravimetric basis, shown for various gaseous, liquid, and solid fuels under standard conditions. The ranges of values were obtained by utilizing a multitude of sources [18, 28–38].




	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		


	
	
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
	
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
		
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
			
			
		
		
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
		
			
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			
			
				
			
			
				
			
			
				
			
		
	

Figure 4: Heat of combustion on a volumetric basis, shown for various gaseous, liquid, and solid fuels under standard conditions. The ranges of values were obtained by utilizing a multitude of sources [18, 28–38].


The aforementioned reveals that, for hydrogen storage application, the storage volume needs to be reduced. Putting it in another way, this means that, for a given storage volume, the distances between hydrogen molecules need to be decreased. However, such an increase of the volumetric storage density has to come along with maintaining the gravimetric storage density on a high level. An important aspect is that, even though systems for hydrogen onboard storage in vehicles may be bulkier and heavier than for other fuels, these constraints can be acceptable, taking into account the highly efficient conversion of hydrogen and the fact that a relatively small amount of fuel is needed to travel a given distance [18].
 Acceptable compromises need to be found regarding hydrogen storage systems which guarantee a successful introduction of hydrogen technology. In order to provide a framework for the development of hydrogen storage technology, governmental institutions and other funding bodies established a number of targets and milestones. These targets set limits to, for example, the refilling time, the cycle lifetime, the costs, and the densities of the storage system [22, 39, 40]. Usually, in the research of materials for hydrogen storage, special attention is drawn to the gravimetric and volumetric densities. In 2004, the DOE introduced a number of milestones, which also included targets concerning the storage densities [39]. Ever since their introduction, these guidelines actuated as an important stimulation for research in this field. However, despite the worldwide effort of scientists and engineers, none of the current technologies meets all of these demands. In 2009, the DOE revised their system density targets which are now based on light-duty vehicles and reduced them to 4.5 wt.% and 5.4 MJ kg−1 (target for 2010), 5.5 wt.% and 6.48 MJ kg−1 (target for 2015), and 7.5 wt.% and 9 MJ kg−1 (ultimate target), respectively [41]. Taking into account the lower heating value of hydrogen (33.33 kWh kg−1), as well as the fact that 1 kWh = 
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, respectively (grams of H2 per liter of storage volume) [41]. Some of the currently valid DOE key targets are listed in Table 3. Concerning the EU, the key research issue for volumetric storage density is 1.1 kWh 
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 [42].
Table 3: DOE hydrogen storage targets for light-duty vehicles [41].
	

	Storage parameter 	Units 	2010 	2015 	Ultimate target 
	

	Gravimetric system density 	kWh kg−1	1.5 	1.8 	2.5 
	MJ kg−1	5.4 	6.48 	9 
	wt.% 	4.5 	5.5 	7.5 
	

	Volumetric system density 	kWh l−1	0.9 	1.3 	2.3 
	MJ m−3	3.24 	4.68 	8.28 
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 l−1	28 	40 	70 
	

	Fuel cost at pump 	$ 
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				1
				a
			

		
	
	3–7 	2–6 	2-3 
	

	System filling time for 5 kg H2	min 	4.2 	3.3 	2.5 
	
	
		
			
				k
				g
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				2
			

		
	
 min−1	1.2 	1.5 	2 
	

	Maximum loss of useable H2	g (h 
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				H
			

			

				2
			

		
	
)−1	0.1 	0.05 	0.05 
	



	
		
			

				a
			

		
	
1 gasoline gallon equivalent (GGE) 
	
		
			

				≈
			

		
	
  1 kg hydrogen [43].

Hydrogen can be stored, either in an empty tank (e.g., in the case of high pressure hydrogen storage or liquefied hydrogen storage) or in a tank containing a solid (solid-state H2 storage). In the latter case, 