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POC diagnostics, also known as bedside or near-patient testing, is to generate a
biochemical test result quickly so that appropriate treatment can be implemented,
leading to an improved clinical or economic outcome. Suitable platforms with low
cost and high accuracy remain a major technical hurdle in the path of biomedical
micro�uidic systems for point-of-care (POC) diagnostics. With the coming age of
consumable electronics (smart phones, tablet, google glasses, etc.) andmicro�uidics,
it is believed that the combination of these two provides a promising solution to
such a challenge. One typical example would be the blood glucose meters, which
are available in every drug store. However, although an extensive literature exists
investigating the possibility of similar platforms for other diagnostics, there are few
available products in the market. Future approaches to the POC diagnostics will
require a ‘killer’ application that could take the advantages of both micro�uidics and
consumable electronics. We invite investigators to submit original research articles
and reviews to this special issue.

Potential topics include but are not limited to the following:

Recent developments in the area of POC diagnostics
Microfuidic based diagnostics: current trends
Applications of micro�uidic devices in POC diagnostics, especially in the
areas of microarrays, blood analysis, and emulsion based test
Interfaces and modules to facilitate the adoption micro�uidics with
consumable electronics
Remote diagnostics based on consumable electronics and micro�uidics

Authors can submit their manuscripts through the Manuscript Tracking System at
http://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/js/mdpoc/.
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