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As widely demonstrated, autoimmune diseases are characterized by multifactorial
etiopathogenesis, heterogeneous clinical features, and unpredictable course. Sys-
temic Lupus Erythematosus (SLE) represents the prototype of autoimmune diseases
because of the production of wide range of autoantibodies and the protean clinical
manifestations, with the possible involvement of any organ/system.

�e identi�cation of speci�c biomarkers is a critical issue for SLE and several e�orts
have been made on this topic, not only to identify susceptibility biomarkers, but also
to stratify SLE patients. In particular, the identi�cation of patients at high risk to
develop the more severe disease manifestations, such as renal and neuropsychiatric
involvement, associated with poorer prognosis, is an attractive topic. Moreover,
biomarkers could be used to di�erentiate SLE patients with di�erent disease activity
and to predict the beginning of a disease �are, widely associated with chronic
damage accrual. Furthermore, biomarkers could allow the monitoring of treatment
response but also the prediction of this response.�ere is also the urgent need to �nd
molecules, parameters, and any indicator to di�erentiate between disease �ares and
infections.

Genetic, biological, biochemical, and molecular biomarkers have been proposed in
the last years for SLE. However, to date, there is an unmet need for more sensitive
and reliable biomarkers able to predict susceptibility, activity, severity, and disease
subtypes.

We invite investigators to contribute with original research articles as well as review
articles that will stimulate the continuing e�orts to identify biomarkers for SLE.

In particular, we aim at evaluating the following.

Potential topics include, but are not limited to:

Genetic and epigenetic biomarkers involved in determining disease
susceptibility
Biological biomarkers able to identify di�erent disease phenotypes and
monitoring their long-term modi�cations
Correlation with experimental models of the disease, with interest on their
use for the development of new therapeutic strategies

Authors can submit their manuscripts via the Manuscript Tracking System at
http://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/mi/bmad/.
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