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Chronic in�ammatory diseases are associated with accelerated atherosclerosis and
increased risk of cardiovascular diseases. �e pathogenic process of atherosclerosis
itself is increasingly recognized as an in�ammatory process with huge similarities
with systemic in�ammatory diseases such as rheumatoid arthritis, spondyloarthritis,
lupus, psoriasis, and in�ammatory bowel diseases.

�e in�ammatory and autoimmune diseases are now considered as new cardiovas-
cular risk factors per se, as a result of the chronic oxidative stress and imbalanced
immune homeostasis, variably associated with genetic and metabolic known risk
factors, leading to early degenerative process at the vascular level. �e accelerated
atherosclerosis that characterizes these patients is the main cause for cardiovascu-
larmorbimortality. Since the uncontrolled chronic systemic in�ammation represents
the driving force for the formation of vascular lesions, themorewemanage to control
in�ammation with therapy, the more e�ective the protection against cardiovascular
events will be.

�e complex intercorrelations between chronic in�ammatory diseases and vascular
lesions are actually a topic of great interest and much attention was paid to
biomarkers useful to early identify patients at higher risk in order to set an
appropriate and targeted preventive treatment.

Endothelial dysfunction represents the hallmark in the pathogenic process of
atherosclerosis, but also patients with chronic in�ammatory diseases manifest
endothelial dysfunction, o�en very early in the course of the disease. �erefore,
to better understand the mechanisms linking chronic in�ammatory diseases and
accelerated atherosclerosis, we must focus our attention on the endothelium.
Furthermore, understanding the particular mechanisms causing endothelial dys-
function in patients with systemic in�ammatory diseases may help elucidate the
pathogenesis of atherosclerosis also in the general population.

We invite investigators to contribute original research articles as well as review
articles investigating the pathological mechanisms driving endothelial dysfunction
in patients with systemic in�ammatory diseases and �nding new markers and/or
new analytical approaches to improve the diagnostic and prognostic management of
cardiovascular risk in such a complex clinical setting.

A particular interest will be given to papers exploring or discussing the intercorrela-
tion between in�ammation and endothelial dysfunction with a speci�c emphasis on
the relevance of biomarkers in pathological conditions that a�ect especially younger
patients to address the early step of the degenerative process and to set up targeted
preventive interventions as early as possible.

Potential topics include, but are not limited to:

New mediators of endothelial dysfunction
Pathogenic mechanisms of endothelial dysfunction in brain, in�ammatory
bowel diseases, and rheumatologic diseases
Antiphospholipid antibodies as diagnostic and prognostic biomarkers
Mediators linking in�ammation to the prothrombotic phenotype
Microvesicles as new diagnostic tool for cardiovascular risk assessment and
drug delivery
Study of the circulating progenitor endothelial cells
Translation of biological markers from bench to bed side

Authors can submit their manuscripts via the Manuscript Tracking System at
http://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/mi/bed/.
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