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Metabolic disorders including obesity, type 2 diabetes, and cardiovascular diseases
have been viewed historically as lipid storage disorders brought about by overnutri-
tion. �e ability of nutrients to trigger in�ammation raises an important question
regarding the control of overt in�ammation during physiological �uctuations in
nutrient and energy exposure. �e complexity of the in�ammatory response and
metabolic homeostasis requires that its many functional programs are controlled
coordinately in some situations but independently in others. �is is achieved
through multiple mechanisms that operate at di�erent levels, including alterations
in the composition of immune cells in tissues, changes in cell responsiveness to
challenging stimuli, regulation of signaling pathways, and control at the level of
gene expression. So the mechanisms that regulate in�ammatory responses and, by
extension, metabolic homeostasis can be divided into cell-speci�c, signal-speci�c,
and gene-speci�c mechanisms.

It is now widely appreciated that chronic low-grade in�ammation plays a key role in
the initiation, propagation, and development of metabolic diseases. Consistent with
their central role in coordinating in�ammatory responses, numerous recent studies
have implicated the role of various growth factors as well as transcription factors
in the development of such diseases, thereby further establishing in�ammation as
a critical factor in their etiology and o�ering hope for the development of new
therapeutic approaches for their treatment.

�is special issue is intended to present and discuss breakthrough advancements
which are expected to revolutionize basic and clinical research environments and
healthcare from better understanding of the roles of transcription and growth factors
in the context of in�ammation and metabolism.

Potential topics include, but are not limited to:

Nuclear receptors and transcription factors bridging in�ammation to
metabolism
Role of growth factors in metabolic disorders
Breakthrough advancements in the current understanding of the role of
in�ammation in metabolic disorders
Linking in�ammation to metabolism, from a clinical perspective
Paradigm shi�ing “proof-of-concept” ideas challenging current perceptions
in the �eld of metabolism and in�ammation

Authors can submit their manuscripts via the Manuscript Tracking System at
http://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/mi/tfgf/.
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