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Autophagy has long been recognized as a critical regulator of in�ammation and
immunity, and the importance of this cellular process has been highlighted by
awarding the 2016 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine to Yoshinori Ohsumi
for his discoveries of mechanisms for autophagy. Autophagy (from the Greek
for “self-eating”) is an evolutionarily conserved catabolic cell survival mechanism
activated during starvation or stress. Portions of the cytosol are sequestered
by the de novo isolation membrane, which when complete forms the double
membrane autophagosome. Fusion of autophagosomes with lysosomes results in the
degradation and recycling of the sequestered cargo. In addition, damaged proteins
or organelles can be targeted for degradation; therefore, autophagy can serve as both
a source of nutrients and a quality control mechanism.

Recent groundbreaking studies have demonstrated that autophagy, largely mediated
by the family ofAtg genes, plays an essential role in in�ammation, autoimmunity, and
proper immune responses. Importantly, we now know that the autophagymachinery
can exert its e�ects in a noncanonical fashion, indicating themultifaceted role of this
ancient system. While many aspects of these pathways have been well studied, there
existmany gaps in our understanding of signaling, speci�city, and potential targeting
strategies during disease.

We solicit high-quality, original research articles and review articles centered on
the research of autophagic processes and development of targeted therapies for
autophagic processes in the �eld of in�ammation and immunity. We are particularly
interested in manuscripts that report the clinical applications of approved or
investigational drugs targeting autophagic pathways with emphasis on e�cacy and
overall response. Reviews that discuss recent discoveries in basic research and
summarize current clinical e�orts and outcomes are encouraged.

Potential topics include but are not limited to the following:

Clinical studies
Preclinical e�cacy studies of therapeutics in animal models
Mechanistic studies investigating new potential roles of autophagic
machinery in cell activation and function
Studies on combination therapies

Authors can submit their manuscripts through the Manuscript Tracking System at
https://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/mi/hosin/.
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