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Abstract. 
Postgraduates’ employment confidence index (ECI) forecasting can help the university to predict the future trend of postgraduates’ employment. However, the common forecast method based on the grey model (GM) has unsatisfactory performance to a certain extent. In order to forecast postgraduates’ ECI efficiently, this paper discusses a novel hybrid forecast model using limited raw samples. Different from previous work, the residual modified GM(1,1) model is combined with the improved neural network (NN) in this work. In particullar, the hybrid model reduces the residue of the standard GM(1,1) model as well as accelerating the convergence rate of the standard NN. After numerical studies, the illustrative results are provided to demonstrate the forecast performance of the proposed model. In addition, some strategies for improving the postgraduates’ employment confidence have been discussed.


1. Introduction 
With the severe situation of social employment, the employment of university students has become more and more difficult. In recent years, the postgraduates are facing stressful employment pressure too. Therefore, the university should pay close attention to both the postgraduates’ attitude to the current employment situation and their confidence in the future employment trend [1]. According to the survey, the employment confidence index (ECI) is an indicator designed to measure the confidence of job applicants, which is defined as the degree of optimism on the state of social employment that job applicants are expressing through their attitudes and activities [2, 3]. For this reason, the postgraduates’ ECI can provide interesting samples to represent their views on employment.
In the past decade, some popular models have been proposed for the ECI forecasting, such as hypothesis testing, linear regression, and grey model (GM). In particular, the GM(1,1) model, based on one variable and first-order derivative, is widely used in academic circles. However, the forecast precision of the model is not satisfying because it operates on the discrete degree of raw sample sequence [4–6]. For this reason, the standard GM(1,1) model is difficult to forecast the value of future samples accurately [7]. Note that the value of the postgraduates’ ECI is often stochastic and nonlinear due to some uncertain factors. How to improve forecasting precision of the postgraduates’ ECI has become an important problem. Different from the GM model, the neutral network (NN) is a computational model inspired by the human brain. As an organic system of interconnected neurons, it can calculate the values from multiple inputs simultaneously [8–11]. Therefore, we can combine the NN with the GM(1,1) model, called the NN-GM(1,1) model. The hybrid model is a deliberate candidate for effective forecasting. Moreover, the NN can deal with the incomplete and uncertain samples accompanied by the GM-based method. Many researchers made efforts to study the forecast system involving the NN-GM(1,1) model, and the relevant work can be found in important literature [12–15]. First, Yang and Chen proposed the intelligent forecast system based on the NN-GM(1,1) model to predict plenty of samples [12]. Bai et al. developed the combined NN-GM(1,1) model for the network traffic forecasting which offered scientific rationale for local area network virus detection, illegal invasion prevention, and Internet routing decision [13]. Then, Ma and Zhu utilized the NN-GM(1,1) model to predict the important samples of coal mine safety accidents successfully [14]. Lately, Han et al. established the real-time model predictive control based on the NN-GM(1,1) model for nonlinear systems with prospective accuracy [15]. Meanwhile, the hybrid model cannot get rid of its inherent defects. Both the residue of the GM(1,1) model and the convergence rate of the NN still limit forecast performance to a certain degree.
In order to forecast postgraduates’ ECI efficiently, it is our intention in this note to study a powerful NN-GM(1,1) model with high forecast precision. To our knowledge, there are few previously published results about it. Then, the contribution of this work can be summarized as follows: (i) the residual modified GM(1,1) model is presented to reduce residue of the raw sample sequence using differential equation; (ii) the improved NN is presented to speed up convergence rate using the weights between two adjoining layers; (iii) the improved NN version of the residual modified GM(1,1) model is presented to forecast the postgraduates’ ECI.
The remainder of this note is organized as follows. Section 2 addresses the basic principle of the standard GM(1,1) model. In Section 3, the modeling methodology of the improved NN-GM(1,1) model is promoted in detail. In Section 4, the examples are illustrated with efficient results to verify the prediction performance of the proposed model. Moreover, some suggestions on the postgraduates’ employment confidence have been discussed. Finally, Section 5 draws the conclusions by presenting the future work.


2. Preliminaries
Define the discrete sample sequence as follows:
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 is the number of samples [15].
As for the GM(1,1) model, we have the following formula based on the accumulated generating operation (AGO):
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Then, the incremental sample sequence is
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The differential equation of 
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 is the grey input of the GM(1,1) model [16, 17]. According to the least square law, we have
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Then, the grey predicted formula is
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Furthermore, the predicted sample can be obtained by the first-order differential equation. That is,
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Remark 1. Compared with other forecast models, the GM(1,1) model need not find statistical features of the raw samples. It overcomes the shadow of sample statistics using sample sequence [7, 18, 19]. However, we note that the limited number of the raw samples in the set 
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 would bring about the residue. It is likely to affect the forecast precision and, therefore, cause the incorrect decision.
3. Methodology 
Note that the forecast precision of the standard GM(1,1) model is unsatisfactory. We derive an improved NN version of the residual modified GM(1,1) model in this section.
3.1. Residual Modified GM(1,1) Model
We have in hand the residue of 
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Similar to (7), the predicted residue can be written as
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Then, the differential equation of (10) is 
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Next, we update (7) using the following formula:
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At time 
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, the modified predicted sample can be obtained as
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Remark 2. Considering the differential of the predicted residue, 
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3.2. Principle of NN
As we know, the NN is modeled from the physical architecture of the human brain. With flexible property and learning ability, it can be used to model the unknown relationship between inputs and outputs. As it makes further prediction based on the outcomes from the GM(1,1) model and takes advantage of the orderliness and boundedness of samples, the NN can make the predicted results more precise in addition to the errors controllable [22–24].
Considering a 4-layer NN, the input layer has 
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Furthermore, the differential of (15) is given by
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Remark 3. Owing to the dynamic changes such as the huge number of samples and parameters to be learned and trained, the standard NN cannot be guaranteed to rapidly converge when it is far away from a local minimum [25–27]. Consequently, its convergence rate is unsuitable for practical applications.
3.3. Improved NN
We present an improved NN to speed up the convergence rate based on the batch-correction method. Starting with (15), the total errors are defined as 
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Then, the modified weight of the output layer is
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				𝑃
			

			

				
			

			
				𝑝
				=
				1
			

			
				
				𝑑
			

			
				𝑙
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				−
				𝑦
			

			
				𝑙
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				
				𝑦
			

			
				𝑙
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				
				1
				−
				𝑦
			

			
				𝑙
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				
				𝑥
			

			
				𝑟
				
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				=
				𝑤
			

			
				
				
				𝑟
				𝑙
			

			
				(
				𝜏
				)
				+
				𝜂
			

			

				𝑃
			

			

				
			

			
				𝑝
				=
				1
			

			

				𝛿
			

			
				(
				𝑝
				)
				𝑟
				𝑙
			

			

				𝑥
			

			
				𝑟
				
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			

				,
			

		
	

							where 
	
		
			

				𝑦
			

			
				𝑙
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				=
				𝑓
				(
				𝑢
			

			
				𝑙
				
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			

				)
			

			

				𝑇
			

		
	
, 
	
		
			

				𝑢
			

			
				𝑙
				
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				=
				∑
			

			

				𝑚
			

			

				4
			

			
				−
				1
				𝑟
				=
				0
			

			

				𝑤
			

			
				
				
				𝑟
				𝑙
			

			

				𝑥
			

			
				𝑟
				
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				−
				𝜃
			

			
				𝑙
				
				
			

		
	
, and 
	
		
			

				𝛿
			

			
				(
				𝑝
				)
				𝑟
				𝑙
			

			
				=
				(
				𝑑
			

			
				𝑙
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				−
				𝑦
			

			
				𝑙
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				)
				𝑦
			

			
				𝑙
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				(
				1
				−
				𝑦
			

			
				𝑙
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			

				)
			

		
	
.
The modified weight of the second hidden layer is 
								
	
 		
 			
				(
				2
				1
				)
			
 		
	

	
		
			

				𝑤
			

			
				
				𝑡
				𝑟
			

			
				(
				𝜏
				+
				1
				)
				=
				𝑤
			

			
				
				𝑡
				𝑟
			

			
				(
				𝜏
				)
				+
				∇
			

			

				
			

			
				=
				𝑤
			

			
				
				𝑡
				𝑟
			

			
				(
				𝜏
				)
				−
				𝜂
				𝜕
				𝐸
			

			

				𝐴
			

			
				
			
			
				𝜕
				𝑤
			

			
				
				𝑡
				𝑟
			

			
				(
				𝜏
				)
				=
				𝑤
			

			
				
				𝑡
				𝑟
			

			
				(
				𝜏
				)
				−
				𝜂
			

			

				𝑃
			

			

				
			

			
				𝑝
				=
				1
			

			
				𝜕
				𝐸
			

			
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				
			
			
				𝜕
				𝑦
			

			
				𝑙
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				𝜕
				𝑦
			

			
				𝑙
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				
			
			
				𝜕
				𝑢
			

			
				𝑙
				
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				𝜕
				𝑢
			

			
				𝑙
				
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				
			
			
				𝜕
				𝑥
			

			
				𝑟
				
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				𝜕
				𝑥
			

			
				𝑟
				
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				
			
			
				𝜕
				𝑢
			

			
				𝑟
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				𝜕
				𝑢
			

			
				𝑟
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				
			
			
				𝜕
				𝑤
			

			
				
				𝑡
				𝑟
			

			
				=
				𝑤
			

			
				
				𝑡
				𝑟
			

			
				(
				𝜏
				)
				+
				𝜂
			

			

				𝑃
			

			

				
			

			
				𝑝
				=
				1
			

			
				⎛
				⎜
				⎜
				⎜
				⎝
				
				𝑑
			

			
				𝑙
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				−
				𝑦
			

			
				𝑙
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				
				𝑦
			

			
				𝑙
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				
				1
				−
				𝑦
			

			
				𝑙
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				
				×
				𝑤
			

			
				
				
				𝑟
				𝑙
			

			

				𝑥
			

			
				𝑟
				
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				
				1
				−
				𝑥
			

			
				𝑟
				
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				
				𝑥
			

			
				𝑡
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				⎞
				⎟
				⎟
				⎟
				⎠
				=
				𝑤
			

			
				
				𝑡
				𝑟
			

			
				(
				𝜏
				)
				+
				𝜂
			

			

				𝑃
			

			

				
			

			
				𝑝
				=
				1
			

			

				𝛿
			

			
				(
				𝑝
				)
				𝑡
				𝑟
			

			

				𝑥
			

			
				𝑡
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			

				,
			

		
	

							where 
	
		
			

				𝑢
			

			
				𝑟
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				=
				∑
			

			

				𝑚
			

			

				3
			

			
				−
				1
				𝑡
				=
				0
			

			

				𝑤
			

			
				
				𝑡
				𝑟
			

			

				𝑥
			

			
				𝑡
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				−
				𝜃
			

			
				
				𝑟
			

		
	
 and 
	
		
			

				𝛿
			

			
				(
				𝑝
				)
				𝑡
				𝑟
			

			
				=
				𝛿
			

			
				(
				𝑝
				)
				𝑟
				𝑙
			

			

				𝑤
			

			
				
				
				𝑟
				𝑙
			

			

				𝑥
			

			
				𝑟
				
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				(
				1
				−
				𝑥
			

			
				𝑟
				
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			

				)
			

		
	
.
Similarly, the modified weight of the first hidden layer is
								
	
 		
 			
				(
				2
				2
				)
			
 		
	

	
		
			

				𝑤
			

			
				𝑠
				𝑡
			

			
				(
				𝜏
				+
				1
				)
				=
				𝑤
			

			
				𝑠
				𝑡
			

			
				(
				𝜏
				)
				+
				𝜂
			

			

				𝑃
			

			

				
			

			
				𝑝
				=
				1
			

			

				𝛿
			

			
				(
				𝑝
				)
				𝑠
				𝑡
			

			

				𝑥
			

			
				𝑠
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			

				,
			

		
	

							where 
	
		
			

				𝛿
			

			
				(
				𝑝
				)
				𝑠
				𝑡
			

			
				=
				𝛿
			

			
				(
				𝑝
				)
				𝑡
				𝑟
			

			

				𝑤
			

			
				
				𝑡
				𝑟
			

			

				𝑥
			

			
				𝑡
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			
				(
				1
				−
				𝑥
			

			
				𝑡
				
				(
				𝑝
				)
			

			

				)
			

		
	
.
Subsequently, we introduce the momentum item 
	
		
			
				𝛼
				(
				𝑤
				(
				𝜏
				−
				1
				)
				−
				𝑤
				(
				𝜏
				−
				2
				)
				)
			

		
	
 to represent (20)–(22) using the uniform formula 
								
	
 		
 			
				(
				2
				3
				)
			
 		
	

	
		
			
				𝑤
				(
				𝜏
				+
				1
				)
				=
				𝑤
				(
				𝜏
				)
				+
				∇
				+
				𝛼
				(
				𝑤
				(
				𝜏
				−
				1
				)
				−
				𝑤
				(
				𝜏
				−
				2
				)
				)
				,
			

		
	

							where 
	
		
			

				𝛼
			

		
	
 denotes the momentum factor.
Remark 4. Given that the directions of 
	
		
			

				∇
			

		
	
 and 
	
		
			
				𝛼
				(
				𝑤
				(
				𝜏
				−
				1
				)
				−
				𝑤
				(
				𝜏
				−
				2
				)
				)
			

		
	
 are opposite, the sum of them plays a positive role in the yields of 
	
		
			
				𝑤
				(
				𝜏
				+
				1
				)
			

		
	
. In other words, the modified weight can be dynamically adjusted on the basis of the current gradient and the previous momentum at each cycle in the training stage [28, 29]. In addition, the error sensitivity of the modified weight is reduced to a local minimum state. Accordingly, the convergence rate of the proposed NN is rapidly improved.
3.4. Implementation of Improved NN-GM(1,1) Model
We investigate the postgraduates’ ECI of a certain university from 2006 to 2013. The raw samples are given in Table 1 that contains four different categories such as the male students’ ECI, female students’ ECI, science students’ ECI, and social science students’ ECI. Besides all, the global ECI is also shown in this table. As we know, the value of the ECI is in the interval 
	
		
			
				[
				0
				,
				2
				0
				0
				]
			

		
	
. In particular, the minimum value 0 denotes the no confidence; the maximum value 200 denotes the great confidence; and the median value 100 means the neutral attitude. When the value of the ECI is more than 100, the confidence is positive. On the contrary, when the value of the ECI is less than 100, the confidence is negative.
Table 1: Raw samples.
	

	Year	Male	Female	Science	Social science	Global
	

	2006	146	139	143	130	140
	2007	140	133	138	127	137
	2008	137	127	131	118	129
	2009	128	116	123	110	120
	2010	139	130	135	122	133
	2011	130	120	128	113	125
	2012	125	112	121	107	117
	2013	123	109	117	105	114
	



In Table 1, we note that the values of the global ECI and four kinds of ECIs are nonlinear. Compared with the female students, the male students have lager value; compared with the social science students, the science students have the lager value. In addition, the values of five kinds of ECIs are down from 2006 to 2013 as a whole. In particular, the value reaches the minimum in 2013 because the number of postgraduates has exploded.
To forecast the global ECI this year, we consider the improved model in Figure 1. The input layer has 4 nodes, two hidden layers have 16 and 4 nodes, and the output layer has 1 node. In the topology structure, every four inputs are corresponding to one output, which means that the global ECI is determined by four individual ECIs.








	
		
		
			
		
	


	
		
		
			
		
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	




	
		
		
			
		
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	


	
		
		
			
		
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	






	
		
			
		
			
		
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	



	
		
			
		
			
		
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	


	
		
		
			
		
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	



	
		
		
			
		
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	



	
		
			
		
			
		
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	


	
		
	
	
		
	


	
		
	
	
		
	


	
		
	
	
		
	


	
		
	
	
		
	


	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
		
	


	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	


	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	


	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	


	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	


	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	


	
		
	


	
		
			
		
		
			
		
		
			
		
	





Figure 1: Topology structure of NN.


Next, we employ the residual modified GM(1,1) model to smooth the raw samples and then obtain the corrected results in Table 2. It is obvious that the residual modified GM(1,1) model keeps the first two values unchanged and predicts four individual ECIs in 2014.
Table 2: Corrected results on residual modified GM(1,1) model.
	

	Year	Male	Female	Science	Social science
	

	2006	146.00	139.00	143.00	130.00
	2007	140.00	133.00	138.00	127.00
	2008	140.55	122.69	127.93	115.07
	2009	130.91	119.54	125.62	112.86
	2010	134.62	120.79	131.58	118.24
	2011	131.78	117.37	128.40	114.59
	2012	124.03	114.04	118.74	105.85
	2013	121.79	110.81	116.47	103.46
	2014	119.58	104.69	114.21	101.07
	



For comparison, Figure 2 shows the difference of two tables. In this figure, it can be seen that the residual modified GM(1,1) model has smaller value of the root mean square error (RMSE), which means the values of ECIs in Table 2 are smoother.






































	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	













	



	



	



	
	
	



	



	



	







	
		
		
		
		
	


	
		
		
		
		
		
		
	


	
		
	


	
		
		
		
	


	
		
	


	
		
		
		
	


	
		
	


	
		
		
		
	


	
		
	


	
		
	
	
		
		
	


	
		
	


	
		
	
	
		
		
	


	
		
	


	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	


	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	


	
		
		
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
	


	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
	



Figure 2: Comparison of RMSE.


Finally, we extract the values of four individual ECIs from Table 2 every year for each group as inputs and draw the corresponding global ECI from Table 1 as the desired output. After learning and training, the global ECI in 2014 can be obtained.
4. Numerical Studies and Discussions 
This section presents the numerical studies to compare prediction performance of the standard GM(1,1) model and that of the proposed model under MATLAB v7.8.
First, the proposed NN is kept working when the value of error reaches the preset value 10−5 based on the samples in Tables 1 and 2. Figures 3 and 4 demonstrate the learning performance and the training performance of the improved NN, respectively. As shown in Figure 3, both the gradient and the learning rate can be obtained in the whole training processing. At the 8069th epoch, the values of the gradient and the learning rate are 
	
		
			
				7
				.
				5
				9
				1
				2
				×
				1
				0
			

			
				−
				5
			

		
	
 and 0.8421, which means that the proposed NN has the best learning performance at this epoch.















































































































	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



























	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	



	



	


	


	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
		
		
	
	
		
	


	
		
		
	
	
		
	


	
		
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	


	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
		
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
	
	
		
	


	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
	
	
		
	



Figure 3: Gradient and learning rate.



































	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



































































































	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
		
		
	
	
		
	


	
		
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	


	
		
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	


	
		
		
	
	
		
	
	
		
	



Figure 4: Mean square error.


From Figure 4, it can be seen that the value of the mean square error (MSE) is decreasing from 10−1 to 10−5. In particular, the value of MSE reaches the boundary value 10−5 at the 8069th epoch, which means that the proposed NN obtains the best training performance at this epoch.
After learning and training, the forecast results based on the standard GM(1,1) model given [3], the proposed model, and the original series are plotted in Figure 5, respectively. From this figure, it is clear that the trend of the postgraduates’ ECI can be forecasted based on the standard GM(1,1) model. However, the forecast precision of this model is unstable at some points. The reason can be explained that the accumulated sequence obtained using the AGO formation is monotonically increasing, and, therefore, the standard GM(1,1) model cannot effectively extract the random fluctuations of the raw samples. As a result, the postgraduates’ ECI forecasting using this model is far from satisfactory. That is, as a declining curve, it deviates from the raw samples. By comparison, the predicted values of ECIs using the proposed model are approaching the raw samples, where the four values in 2006, 2007, 2009, and 2013 are almost equivalent.




































	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	


	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	


	


















	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	




















	












	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	







	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	





	
		
			
		
			
		
	


	
	
	
	
	
	


	
		
			
		
			
		
	


	
	
	
	
	
	


	
		
			
			
			
		
		
			
		
		
			
		
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
	
	
	





Figure 5: Comparison of ECI.


Figure 6 depicts the relative error comparison of two models. In this figure, it is obvious that the proposed model has only 28.7% relative error of the standard GM(1,1) model. Therefore, the value of the global ECI 114.63 in 2014 using the proposed model in Figure 5 is more credible. Compared with the value of the postgraduates’ ECI in 2013, this value is a little larger.










































	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	


	
	
	


	



	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	




	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	


	


















	











	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	





	
		
			
			
			
		
		
			
		
		
			
		
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
			
			
			
		
	
	
	
	
	



Figure 6: Comparison of relative error.


Remark 5. On the basis of numerical results, we note that the proposed model forecasts the global ECI this year with prospective precision at the expense of computational load. As the residual modified GM(1,1) model and the improved NN are utilized in the proposed model, the computational complexity of the proposed model is slightly higher. With respect to the reliability, the model is more competent. In addition, we also find that the postgraduates’ employment is a problem about structure and system but not an overall problem [30]. Admittedly, the improvement of the postgraduates’ employment confidence involves the students’ activities; that is, they should do their utmost to study hard, widen knowledge, and improve creative ability. Furthermore, it is a comprehensive matter related to the government, university, and employer, which should establish scientific concepts of talents and constant fair competition systems as well as taking steps to provide more employment opportunities. Together, the relationship among the government, university, employer, and postgraduates would be well balanced in order to take the following measures to improve the postgraduates’ employment confidence [2, 3, 31, 32]: (i) improve the postgraduates’ qualities and employment ability based on the career life planning during the graduate level; (ii) cultivate the postgraduates’ viewpoints of employment and enterprising spirits so as to accumulate the experience on seeking job and achieve employment-oriented goal; (iii) encourage the postgraduates to work in grassroots workplaces in rural towns and city streets, where the students will be provided with more careers in management and public service; (iv) advise the postgraduates to work in small and medium enterprises and nonpublic enterprises, where the students will face more challenges and gain more knowledge; and (v) guide the postgraduates to start their own business, such as the flexible employment based on national entrepreneurship policy.
5. Conclusions
This paper presents an improved NN-GM(1,1) model for the postgraduates’ ECI forecasting. Combining the residual modified GM(1,1) with the improved NN, we reduce the residue of the GM(1,1) model as well as improving the convergence rate of the NN. By taking advantage of the hybrid model, we successfully forecast the global ECI in 2014 with the last eight years’ samples. We can conclude that the postgraduates’ ECI this year is relatively optimistic. In addition, some strategies for improving the postgraduates’ employment confidence have been discussed. Consequently, this work has provided a valuable reference to the postgraduates’ ECI forecasting using limited samples. With the help of the increasing samples in the future, we believe that the application of the proposed model would get higher accuracy. In the future research, how to reduce the computational complexity will be further focused on.
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