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Health care providers need to be able to identify ethical
challenges and also know how to address them. Ethical and
legal issues concerning caring and nursing are becoming
increasingly more important for health care providers work-
ing in both acute and home care settings.

Briefly speaking, polarized extreme standpoints exist both
for and against different therapeutic interventions. Ethical
awareness and moral consciousness are both needed to put
a name on and face up to ethical dilemmas in everyday
practice. Health care receivers are vulnerable and depend on
health care providers’ ethical and professional competence.
Ethical awareness and moral competence are not innate
capabilities. To some degree it is human nature to be
empathetic. Professional competence, however, needs to be
developed and refined through systematic reflections on
experiences arising from ethical challenges in professional
practice. Innovative practices related to clinical ethics have
been implemented in many health care services. A growing
body of research on this topic is now being carried out
throughout Western countries related to the field of health
care.

We invite scholars to contribute towards original research,
as well as review articles aimed at illuminating this topic
further in order to distribute knowledge about ethical
challenges in everyday practice. Another aspect needing to be
focused on is how to think about ethics and deal with diffi-
culties and challenging situations in the everyday practice of
nursing. We are particularly interested in articles describing
innovative practice models of moral deliberation. Authors
are also encouraged to offer articles on ethically difficult and
challenging situations in nurses’ everyday practice. Potential
topics include, but are not limited to:

• Innovative practice models of clinical ethics perfor-
mance by Practice in Clinical Committees of Ethics,
Clinical Ethical Consultation, Moral Deliberation and
Moral Reflections

• Research mapping ethical challenges in nursing prac-
tice

• Methodological approaches in clinical ethics
• Research regarding the significance of clinical ethics on

patients and their families
• Theoretical support and professional guidelines of

ethics
• Related philosophical and theoretical issues

Before submission authors should carefully read over
the journal’s Author Guidelines, which are located at
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/nrp/guidelines/. Prospec-
tive authors should submit an electronic copy of their
complete manuscript through the journal Manuscript Track-
ing System at http://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/nrp
/ethicn/ according to the following timetable:

Manuscript Due Friday, 12 April 2013

First Round of Reviews Friday, 5 July 2013

Publication Date Friday, 30 August 2013

Lead Guest Editor

Berit Støre Brinchmann, University of Nordland, Bodø,
Norway; University of Stavanger, Stavanger, Norway;
berit.stoere.brinchmann@uin.no

Guest Editors

Bert Molewijk, University of Amsterdam, Amesterdam,
The Netherlands; a.c.molewijk@medisin.uio.no

Siri Tønnessen, Vestfold University College, Horten,
Norway; siri.tonnessen@hive.no

Betty-Ann Solvoll, University of Nordland, Bodø, Norway;
bas@uin.no
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