
Pain Research and Management

Special Issue on

Pelvic Pain and Organ Dysfunctions with Endometriosis:

Possible Answers to Di«cult Questions

CALL FOR PAPERS
Endometriosis remains a cause of signi�cantmorbidity in reproductive-agedwomen
resulting in chronic pelvic pain, pelvic dysfunctions, and infertility. Treatments for
endometriosis have focused on hormonal therapies and “excisional” surgery, both of
which target merely ectopic endometrial lesions and not the clinical problem.

Whilemedical therapy is not indicated in a�ected women seeking pregnancy, radical
surgery might be associated with unpleasant side e�ects such as urinary, sexual, and
bowel dysfunctions or neuropathic chronic pelvic pain, mainly due to iatrogenic
injury of pelvic nerves.

Recent studies showed that endometriosis per se can reduce pelvic organs’ func-
tionality probably due to the neurotrophism expressed by endometriotic cells
and the underlying pelvic in�ammatory condition that involves nerve endings.
Furthermore, a global pain-centered perspective proved neuropathic pain, central
sensitization, and myofascial pain as additional sources to visceral nociception for
ampli�cation and perpetuation of pain that is independent of the initial pathology
and is potentially reversible. Moving towards a more personalized, multidisciplinary
approach and symptom-guided management, basic and clinical studies are needed
to explore innovative frontiers of diagnostic and therapeutic options in this complex
and enigmatic disease.

We invite investigators worldwide to submit original research articles and reviews
articles that contribute to further understanding of pain associatedwith endometrio-
sis and the impact endometriosis on pelvic organs’ functions. Investigators are
particularly encouraged to report the state of research in endometriosis treatment,
progress in basic molecular mechanisms of endometriosis-associated pain, and the
development of novel methods for functional-sparing surgery for endometriosis.

Potential topics include but are not limited to the following:

Genetics and genomics for endometriosis

Genetic, molecular, and cellular mechanisms of endometriosis-associated
pain

Biomarker development for improved early diagnosis and risk of disease
progression

Mechanisms of pelvic dysfunctions associated with endometriosis

Sexual dysfunction in women with endometriosis and its relation with
chronic pelvic pain

Preoperative speci�c risks of organ dysfunctions a�er surgery for deep
endometriosis

Minimally invasive, function-sparing surgical management for
endometriosis

Suggested medical therapies where surgery is better avoided for high risk of
dysfunctions

Multidisciplinary approach to pain symptoms and pelvic dysfunctions in
women with endometriosis: pain therapy, perineal physiotherapy, and
neuromodulation

Novel models in endometriosis research

Authors can submit their manuscripts through the Manuscript Tracking System at
https://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/prm/ppdpd/.

Papers are published upon acceptance, regardless of the Special Issue publication
date.
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