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Land use is one of the main drivers of many processes
of environmental change, as it influences basic resources
within the landscape, including the soil resources. Poor soil
management can rapidly damage vast amounts of land,
which frequently becomes a major threat to rural subsistence
in many developing countries. Conversely, impact of land use
changes on soil can occur so unnoticed that land managers
hardly contemplate initiating ameliorative measures. Forest
conversion to cropland and reduction of tillage intensity can
prevail as main changes of land use in some regions, whereas
abandon of agricultural fields can be a major concern
in other regions. In a nonagricultural context, changes
of land use of major interest are driven by urbanization,
landscaping, engineering, mining, contamination, and so
forth. Knowledge and understanding of soil properties and
processes ensure remediation or reclamation of disturbed
or damaged soils. We invite authors to submit original
research and review articles that address the impact of soil
use on biological, chemical, and physical soil properties.
Particularly, we welcome any studies about the interaction
between land use and soil heterogeneity at various scales,
applying advanced statistical and mathematical methods.
Potential topics include, but are not limited to:

• Land use impact on soil organic matter content and
soil fertility

• Land use impact on soil physical properties
• Land use impact on soil biological properties
• Role of land use on water and soil losses
• Role of land use on soil spatial variability
• Recent advances on land use and soil complexity

Before submission authors should carefully read over
the journal’s Author Guidelines, which are located at
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/tswj/guidelines/. Prospec-
tive authors should submit an electronic copy of their
complete manuscript through the journal Manuscript Track
-ing System at http://mts.hindawi.com/submit/journals/
tswj/soil.science/ilus/ according to the following timetable:

Manuscript Due Friday, 18 July 2014

Final Decision Date Friday, 10 October 2014

Publication Date Friday, 5 December 2014

Lead Guest Editor

Antonio Paz González, Edaphology and Agricultural
Chemistry, University of Coruña (UDC), A Coruña, Spain;
tucho@udc.es

Guest Editors

Cleide A. de Abreu, Agronomic Institute of Campinas
(IAC), Campinas, SP, Brazil; cleide@iac.sp.gov.br

Ana Maria Tarquis, Polytechnical University of Madrid
(UPM), Madrid, Spain; anamaria.tarquis@upm.es

Eduardo Medina-Roldán, Department of Environmental
Sciences, Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University, Suzhou,
Jiangsu, China; eduardo.medina-roldan@xjtlu.edu.cn
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