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To avoid the potential risks associated with all hazardous wastes, it is important that containment methods are intended to prevent
the migration of liquid hazardous wastes or leaks containing hazardous components. Terefore, impermeable barriers were used
to prevent contamination. In this study, geotechnical tests were performed on samples by mixing rubber and bentonite with silica
fume at certain percentages. Te aim of the experimental studies is to evaluate the applicability of certain proportions of silica
fume, rubber, and bentonite mixtures as impermeable liner material. Possible cracks in bentonite during drying are reduced by the
use of silica fume. Absorption of dynamic efects that may occur on the impermeable barrier layer is achieved by adding waste
rubber in a uniform size. Several geotechnical tests were performed to examine the mixed rubber and bentonite with silica fumes.
Looking at the results of the whole that mixed rubber and bentonite with silica fume yielded usable results and a blend for
construction of a liner.

1. Introduction

Silica fume is a very fne noncrystalline SiO2. It is collected as
a by-product in factories that produce silicon and ferro-
silicon alloy, which are captured by electrostatic flters. It is
an ultrafne powder.Te average particle diameter is 0.15 μm
[1]. It is made at a temperature of approximately
1750°C–2000°C. Terefore, if spherical particles having
a small diameter of nanoscale are released directly into the
environment, the ambient particulate matter in the medium
will be heavier (PM) [2].

Te SiO2 content is one of the main factors afecting the
performance of silica fume and helps in pozzolanic activities.
It can be used as an additive with silica fume in 88–92% SiO2
and as an efective pozzolanic binding agent in concrete.
When the concrete prepared with Portland cement and silica
fume was tested, it was determined that there were increases
in strength, pressure, and durability [3]. SiO2 content of
silica fume determines the usability of refractory castable
materials as additives and as a raw material for the synthesis

of SiC powder [4] and cordierite-mullite [5]. In addition,
silica fume with a SiO2 content <88% is very low in adhesion
and their use is greatly reduced and is disposed of as solid
waste, which presents health problems and atmospheric
hazard. Te increase in the amount of waste day by day
means that the problems also increase, so it must be disposed
of. In order to use it with higher efciency, it is desirable to
explore applicable areas.

Silica fume can be considered as a highly efective
pozzolanic substance by incorporating the amorphous silica
and the width of the surface area.

When silica fume was added to the mix to produce high
performance concrete, and as a result of this mix, it showed
a complex efect on compressive strength, depending on the
silica calcium aluminate cement (CAC) content. Com-
pressive strength increased when silica fume dosage was
20%. Tey found that when the silica fume is reduced by
10%, it afects the compressive strength negatively. Tey
added steel fbers to the mixture, and this had a positive
efect on the strength [6, 7]. Mixtures of silica fume and fy
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ash may be used instead of Portland cement, which has
various benefts in terms of strength and durability [8–10].
Microsilica reacts with Ca(OH)2, and as a result, produces
the C-S-H (gel) phase, so it is an active ingredient. During
hydration, capillary porosity is reduced by the addition of
silica fume, which can alter the microstructure of hydrated
cakes due to the compact formation of C, S, H [11–13].

In recent years, a mixture of silica fume and bentonite
has been used many times in the production of high strength
concrete and stabilization of swelling clays, as a result of
these studies, high values have been obtained in the strength
of concrete and the swelling of the soil has been signifcantly
improved [14, 15].

Magnesium ammonium phosphate cement (MAPC)
with added silica fume and fy ash increased the late wet
strength and reduced shrinkage due to drying. Terefore, it
was concluded that the addition of spherical silica fume and
fy ash to MAPC makes it more suitable for application in
crack repair engineering [16].

Generally, sand and bentonite mixtures have been used
to create impermeable barriers. Because of its ability to
absorb leachate and low permeability, bentonite prevents
polluted waters from reaching groundwater [17]. However,
during barrier construction, shrinkage cracks may occur due
to drying, which causes an increase in permeability folds.

When the mixtures prepared with bentonite are exposed
to too much drying, it causes cracks, on the contrary, when it
is exposed to too much wetting, it causes swelling. In order
to eliminate these possible problems in the primer layer,
bentonite is treated with cohesionless sand. Fly ash and
similar binding materials have been discovered as a suitable
additive in landfll lining [18].

In addition, some researchers have used fber to improve
performance and reduce cracks from shrinkage of clay. Te
specimens reinforced with fbers exhibited improved
cracking resistance than unreinforced clay specimens.
Studies on this subject can be used to study the behavior of
clay barriers of critical geotechnical structures, particularly
landfll cover exposed to drying cracking [19].

However, they stated that the total cost of the barrier
could increase signifcantly due to the increase in the cost of
using fber [20]. Te waste tire chip was proposed instead of
fber because of its low cost and easy availability. It has been
determined that when 20% and 30% tire chips are used on
silt-clay mixed soils, there is an increase in shear strength
and cohesion, and a decrease in the internal friction angle.
Tey concluded that the maximum strength of the com-
pressed clay-rubber composite mixture gives values close to
the maximum strength of the clay, and sometimes it may be
better than it [21].

Te usefulness of the liner system may be endangered if
the liner material’s strength is insufcient. To address this
issue, the compacted sand-bentonite barrier can be modifed
by incorporating with waste tire fber [22].

With the addition of granular waste rubber pieces to the
black cotton soil, it was stated that the compressive strength
increased and the swelling pressure decreased according to
the triaxial test results [23]. It has been observed that the
addition of cement and rubber chips causes an increase in

the strength value without joints [24]. After mixing 5%, 10%,
and 15% by the weight of pulverized rubber into kaolinite
clay, they performed an undrained and drained triaxial test,
resulting in 10% crumb. It has been stated that themaximum
shear stress of rubber mixtures is less in undrained ones [25].

We have conducted this study to investigate the use of
silica fume in impermeable clay layer at the base of solid
waste landfll facilities. When you look at the history of the
impermeable layer works, they were mostly prepared with fy
ash and fber additives to beneft from their binding
properties. Since there are many thermal power plants in the
world, it is very reasonable that the researches made on fy
ash, which is the waste of this facility, are excessive. Tere is
no study on impermeable layers by utilizing silica fume,
which has high binding properties such as fy ash. We aimed
to reduce the hydraulic conductivity by using rubber and
bentonite, and we also added silica fumes to the imper-
meable layer to improve the engineering properties. Today,
especially in industrial waste storage facilities, providing
impermeability has become mandatory and the use of im-
permeable lining materials has become the most important
component. Since the water leaking from the wastes is ex-
tremely harmful, groundwater and soil must be protected.
For this purpose, sealing layers in landflls, sealing layer for
slope safety, and vertical barriers are constructed. Sealing
systems in sanitary landflls have become a priority
construction.

If geological barriers make it difcult to build landflls,
artifcial sealing layers should be made of compacted soils
(containing a signifcant amount of clayey particles) or other
materials [26].

Industries working in the feld of reuse of waste rubbers
have been confronted with the problem of where to use this
product. Te United States annually generates about 279
million new waste tires, 85% of which are stored in storage
areas, while the rest are illegally abandoned. Te most useful
way to reduce the ecological risks caused by scrap tires is not
to accumulate or reuse. Today, waste rubber material is
frequently used in playgrounds, bicycle paths, jogging tracks,
stadiums, and road pavement layers [27].

One of the most efective ways of eliminating economic
and environmental problems is through reprocessing. Waste
rubber is transformed into diferent sizes and shapes as
reinforcement material in construction, as a safety barrier on
the edges of racetracks, and as a bufer in the hulls of vessels
and vessels in berths due to its light weight, fexibility, energy
absorption, sound, and heat insulation properties. Envi-
ronmental regulations in developed countries require the
use of barriers with very low permeability to protect against
contamination caused by hazardous and chemical waste.
Geosynthetic clay liners, clay, consolidated clay or
bentonite-binding material mixtures and synthetic linings
are widely used to prevent the spread of toxic and hazardous
substances in waste landfll felds, water ponds, and storage
areas. However, the use of geosynthetic clay coverings can be
extremely expensive due to lack of suitable materials with
high impermeability close to the disposal site or high costs of
impermeable industrial liners. In similar situations, silica
fume or silica fume stabilized soils would be benefcial to
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industries that have to dispose of their waste safely. Te
industry can use it alone or in combination with other
primers, if possible. A liner material must frst have a very
little permeability (less than 109m/s). In addition, it must
have sufcient mechanical behaviors such as high pressure,
tensile strength, and fexibility [28].

2. Experimental Study

2.1. Materials

2.1.1. Silica Fume. Te silica fume used for this study was
a type ASTMC1240, which was obtained as waste product in
the Ferro-Chromate factory in Turkey. After gathering
through flters in the chimneys of arc furnaces, the silica
fume was stored in closed bags so as not to react with the
moisture in the atmosphere.

Chemical analysis of silica fume and results are pre-
sented in Table 1. Silica fume was used in diferent per-
centages with bentonite clay in the tests. Grain size
distribution curve is plotted by mechanical analysis and
hydrometer method (Figure 1). Specifc gravity of silica fume
by pycnometer method was obtained as GS� 2.22 according
to ASTM D 854. Te silica fume used was gray and was not
plasticity. According to ASTM D-698, woptimum � 32.40%
and cdry � 1.29Mg/m3 were obtained using the standard
proctor test.

Silica fume is very active and has very good pozzolanic
properties. Silica fume is frequently used due to its use-
fulness in concrete [29, 30]. With the introduction of silica
fume plasticizers, it has been used as an additive in concrete
or as an additive in cement production in recent years
[31–34].

For the reasons stated, it is considered the most valuable
pozzolanic material. Te X-ray difraction (XRD) patterns of
the bentonite and silica fume are given in Figure 2. When we
look at the atomic distribution of bentonite in the unit cell,
we see that it mostly contains 85% smectite, 5% calcite, 6%
quartz, and 4% cristobalite. X-ray patterns (Figure 2) show
that the silica fume particles used were essentially
amorphous.

2.1.2. Bentonite. In Table 1, those found in the chemical
structure of the bentonite used are shown in the max–min
percentage range. In addition, the X-ray difraction method
was used to obtain the composition of the minerals that
make up the bentonite used, and the results are given in
Figure 2.

2.1.3. Waste Rubber Tire. Te most uniform size of waste
rubber tires (WRTs) was used in the test. WRTwas stored in
paper bags against the harmful efects of daylight. Te
gradation curve of the rubber is given in Figure 1.

2.2. Methods. Te details of all the experiments performed
are not detailed because many of them are known classical
experiments. Te experimental test program and the applied
method are given in Table 2.

2.2.1. Mixture Design. Rubber and bentonite were added to
the silica fume by weight percent of the total mixture. Te
ratio of the total mixture by weight to silica is the highest.
Because silica fume is considered as waste material to be
recycled and it is binding. Te amount of bentonite and
rubber in the mixture was determined according to the dry
weight of the mixtures.Te percentages were selected as 0, 1,
3, 5, 7, 9, and 10%. Laboratory tests were performed
according to the determined percentages. Table 3 shows the
ratios of the mixture.

2.2.2. Granulometry (Grain Size Distribution). Te grain size
distributions of each mixture are determined separately and
shown in Figure 1. Hydrometer analysis was performed for
the amount of sample passing through the 200 sieve and the
retained part was used for grain size distribution analysis.

2.2.3. Specifc Gravity. Te ASTM D-854 method guided us,
and using this method, specifc gravity values for all mixtures
were determined experimentally. Te conclusions are given
in Table 4. While tests were performed, difculties were
observed in mixtures containing relatively high amounts of
rubber (7, 9, and 10%). With air drawn from the pyc-
nometer, low-density rubber deposited on the water, but to
solve this problem, the rubber was kept under water by using
a fexible chrome flter.

2.2.4. Atterberg Limits. Under the guidance of ASTM D
4318-84 method, no plasticity was observed in any of the
samples.

2.2.5. Hydraulic Conductivity. To determine the coefcient
of permeability of the samples using falling headmethod, the
soil sample was placed in a tube and a fow through the
sample was allowed. Coefcient of permeability for a falling
head test is calculated using the following equation:

K � 2.303
a · L

A · t
log

h1

h2
, (1)

Table 1: Te chemical compositions of bentonite and silica fume.

Constituent (%) Silica fume Bentonite
SiO2 85–95 61.28–69.48
Fe2O3 0.5–1.0 3.01–10.11
Al2O3 1–3 13.18–17.79
CaO 0.8–1.2 4.54
MgO 1–2 2.10
Na2O 0.1–0.3 2.70
K2O 1.0–1.2 1.24
SO3 — 0.33
P2O5 — <0.05
S 0.1–0.3 —
C 0.5–1.0 —
Heat loss 0.5–1.0 —
TiO2 — 1.11
Loss on ignition — 1.10
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where h represents the head diference at any time t, (the
initial head diference, h1, at time t� 0 is recorded, and water
is allowed to fow through the soil such that the fnal head

diference at time t� t is h2), A represents cross-sectional
area of specimen, a represents the area of standpipe, and L
represents length of specimen.
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Figure 1: Grain size distribution curves.
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Figure 2: XRD patterns of the bentonite and silica fume.
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Te permeability test tube had a stainless steel plate. Te
mixtures were cured for 7 or 28 days. After curing, per-
meability test was applied. Te hydraulic conductivity K
values of the samples were calculated using equation (1).
Permeability tests were performed on three similar samples.

2.2.6. Unconfned Compressive Strength. Unconfned com-
pression (UC) tests were performed on samples cured after
compression. Deformation controlled load application was
performed. Te curing time for all samples was 7 and
28 days.

Te samples were compacted into a steel mold with
diameters and heights of 36mm and 72mm, respectively,
and then extracted for testing. All samples were subjected to
a strain deformation of 0.5mm per minute. Tests were
performed on fve samples with the same characteristics.Te
test results were evaluated by taking into consideration the
means of near-close values.

2.2.7. Splitting Tensile Strength. Specimens were prepared
for splitting test with static compaction tool and all cured
and compacted samples were tested. Te plates of the
compression testingmachine are placed above and below the
cylindrical sample. In accordance with ASTMC-496, the test
was performed on all samples. All samples were subjected to
a strain deformation of 0.5mm per minute for the splitting
tensile strength tests. Te sample is loaded until splitting in
the vertical direction occurs. According to the results of the
tests, splitting tensile strength was calculated using the
following equation:

fst �
2P

π · L · D
,

P: themaximum load on the specimen(N),

D: the di ameter of the specimen(mm),

L: the length of the specimen(mm),

(2)

Table 2: Experimental test program.

Test performed Method Number of specimen Dimensions of samples
Specifc gravity ASTM D-854 4 times —
Consistency limits ASTM D 4318-84 4 times —
Hydraulic conductivity∗ ASTM D5084 2 samples for each mixture H� 116mm, D� 101.70mm
Compaction characteristics ASTM D 698 4 samples for each mixture H� 105mm, D� 115mm
Free swelling tests∗ ASTM D-4546 4 samples for each mixture H� 20mm, D� 50mm
Unconfned compressive strength∗ ASTM D 2166 15 samples for each mixture H� 72mm, D� 36mm
Split tensile strength∗ ASTM C-496 15 samples for each mixture H� 76mm, D� 38mm
Ultrasonic pulse velocity∗ ASTM C 597 5 samples for each mixture H� 72mm, D� 36mm
California bearing ratio (CBR) test∗ ASTM D1883-05 4 samples for each mixture H� 177.8mm, D� 152.5mm
∗All the specimens have been prepared according to compaction characteristics.

Table 3: Mixture design of the materials.

Mixture no. Abbreviation (sample ID)
Material type (% by weight)

Silica fume (S) Bentonite (B) Waste
rubber tire (WRT)

1 90S10B 90 10 0
2 90S9B1WRT 90 9 1
3 90S7B3WRT 90 7 3
4 90S5B5WRT 90 5 5
5 90S3B7WRT 90 3 7
6 90S1B9WRT 90 1 9
7 90S10WRT 90 0 10
S: silica fume; B: bentonite; WRT: waste rubber tire.

Table 4: Physical characteristics of the mixtures.

Sample ID Specifc gravity Maximum dry density
(cdry, Mg/m3) Optimum water content (Woptimum, %)

90S10B 2.39 1,329 31
90S9B1WRT 2.27 1,311 31.2
90S7B3WRT 2.08 1,303 31.4
90S5B5WRT 1.72 1.29 31.6
90S3B7WRT 1.97 1,289 31.2
90S1B9WRT 2.02 1,286 30.6
90S10WRT 2.31 1,284 29.5
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where fst is the splitting tensile strength (MPa). At least three
samples were tested for eachmixture. Averages and standard
deviation from the obtained data were analyzed [35].

2.2.8. Sample Preparation. Tematerials used in themixture
were air-dried in the drying room in the laboratory envi-
ronment. All mixtures were mixed at the optimum water
percentage. Ten, the mixtures were kept at 25± 2°C and
64± 5% humidity in the laboratory environment to keep the
moisture content in the dry mix constant. Samples with
a diameter of 38mm and a length of 76mm were prepared
from the mixtures, statically compressed by simple com-
pression method and wrapped with elastic flm. An auto-
matic compactor device was used to ensure the standard in
the compression of the samples. Compressed samples were
kept for three diferent curing, 7, 14, and 28 days. Te
prepared samples were covered with a waterproof barrier
during the curing process and kept in the environmental
chamber at 20± 2°C and 100± 5% humidity for the
moisture-controlled curing.

3. Experimental Results and Discussion

3.1. Grain Size Distribution. Particle size analyzes were
performed on the mixtures. Hydrometer analysis was ap-
plied by taking some of the soil, which was washed and
passed through sieve no. 200. As can be seen from the
distribution curves, the distribution curve shifted towards
the coarser region with the increase in the rubber percentage
in the mixture.

3.2. Specifc Gravity. Te specifc gravity results data,
according to Table 4, show that when the percentage of
bentonite and the percentage of rubber increases, GS value
falls from 2.39 to 1.72 as expected. While testing, rubber
foated on water due to low density and accumulated at the
entrance of the pycnometer, the amount was neglected
because it was so small.

3.3. Compaction Characteristics. Te compaction charac-
teristics of all results are given in Table 4. Te maximum dry
density decreases as the percentage of rubber in the mixtures
increases. Te percentage of rubber in the mixtures had an
efect on the maximum dry density, one increasing and the
other decreasing.

3.4. Hydraulic Conductivity. Te coefcient of permeability
results obtained according to the hydraulic conductivity
results made on compressed and hardened samples for
28 days is shown in Figure 3. As can be seen from the graphs,
a decrease in the percentage of bentonite caused a decrease
in hydraulic conductivity and the percentage of waste rubber
tire increased for both compacted and cured samples.

3.5. Unconfned Compression Tests. Curing period and un-
confned compressive strength change curves are plotted in
Figure 4. As observed from percentage of waste rubber tire

and bentonite in Figure 4, one increases and the other
decreases, UC strength increases.

According to the unconfned compressive strength, the
increase in the percentage of waste rubber (0 to 10%) and the
decrease in the percentage of bentonite (10 to 0%) caused the
UC strength to increase up 2.8 times in the mixes. Tis
increases were approximately 2.13 times for 7 days and
1.6 times for 28 days cured specimens. Figure 4 shows that
the strength of the samples increases as the silica fume
increases. In addition, secant Young's modulus increases as
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curing periods increases. UC strengths at 7 days were de-
creased 3.05–1.68 times. Te amount of rubber and ben-
tonite afected the outcome of this situation. In the frst
7 days, the fastest decline occurred and this decline con-
tinues at a much lower rate until the end of 28 days. Using
stress–strain data, Young’s module was calculated for each
sample and recorded as secant Young's module (E50)
depending on the curing periods as given in Figure 5.

As the amount of rubber increased and the amount of
bentonite decreased, the secant Young’s modulus increased.
Tis increase in secant Young’s modulus is due to rubber
tire. Compression tests have shown that the mixtures with
high rubber content showed high strains during failure.

To estimate deformation (elasto-plastic) energy ca-
pacity behavior of mixing samples, the stress–strain curve
of a 28-day cured sample is plotted in Figure 6. Taking into
account (Figure 6), strain values of high strength at
maximum stress shows that 3.48% is obtained for the
sample without waste rubber tire and 4.24% for the sample
with the highest amount of waste rubber tire (10%).
Taking into account the areas under the stress-strain
curves, the elastoplastic energy capacities are decreased
and plastic energy capacities are increased with the re-
duction of waste rubber tire. Flexibility and elastic rubber
mode change can be attributed to the decrease in elastic
energy capacities. Tus, a fexible material is obtained with
silica fume added with rubber.

3.6. Splitting Tensile Strength. According to splitting tensile
strength results, when Figure 7 is examined, the splitting
tensile strength has decreased, which can be explained by the
increases in the waste rubber tire percentage and the ben-
tonite percentage decreases.

As can be seen from Figure 7, as the curing time in-
creases, the tensile strength increases. Te fastest increase
was in the frst 7 days and continued at a smaller rate until
the 28-day curing time. As a result of the splitting test, as the
percentage of rubber in the samples increased, the sample
tended to remain in one piece. Cracks in some samples
appeared early during the experiment. Tis depends on the
amount of silica fume in the samples. Waste rubber tire
particles acting as shock absorber delayed the expansion of
existing cracks. Samples with high percent waste rubber tire
showed a ductile type of failure, and the separation was
longer. Tis can be explained by the fact that the rubber
(waste rubber tire percent >5) increases the plastic energy
capacity of the specimens. Terefore, the samples show
a large ductile behavior before failure (showing up to 10%
strains at failure).

3.7. California Bearing Ratio. Te results of CBR test shows
the soaked and unsoaked CBR values of mixtures. Te case
of soaked condition has been carried out in this study. Te
variation in the average CBR values of all mixture is shown
in Figure 8. It was concluded that adding additives have
signifcant changes in C.B.R values. Adding bentonite only
increased C.B.R value from 12.35% to 16.5% while adding
rubber only slightly decreased CBR.

Compressed samples were soaked in water, so they
swelled. Swelling percentages of compacted samples are
shown in Figure 9 for curing periods of 28 days. It was found
that the free swelling percentages dramatically increased by
adding bentonite only to the mixtures. Te bentonite con-
tent had an efect on the swelling capacity of the samples and
terminated within 2–7 days.Te following conclusion can be
drawn from this graph. As a result of the increase in the
rubber percentage and the decrease in the bentonite per-
centage, the swelling pressure decreases as expected.

3.8.UltrasonicVelocity. Another method of determining the
efects of freeze-thaw on samples is ultrasonic velocity
measurements. Tree mixtures were prepared for this test.
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Te frst mixture contained the highest amount of bentonite,
the second mixture contained the highest amount of waste
rubber tire, and the thirdmixture contained 5%waste rubber
tire and 5% bentonite. Te tests were allowed to cure for

7 days before testing and each mixture was tested before and
after freezing/thawing cycles.Te samples were placed in the
freezer for 4 days and then placed in a humidity chamber for
3 days. Te temperature of −21°C± 1°C in the freezer was
constant during the experiment. Te humidity chamber
temperature is 22°C and contains 95% humidity. At the end
of the three cycles, no signifcant negativity was detected on
the surface of the samples, but the ultrasonic pulse velocity
values decreased signifcantly before and after the test. Te
test results are given in Figure 10.

Te microfractures in the transition region of the
samples and the increase in the volume of voids may explain
the decrease in the freeze-thaw cycles; however, the stabi-
lized sample capability will result in the decrease in ultra-
sonic transfer capability.
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Figure 7: Splitting tensile strength versus curing period.
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Mixtures

90
S1

0W
RT

90
S1

B9
W

RT

90
S3

B7
W

RT

90
S5

B5
W

RT

90
S7

B3
W

RT

90
S9

B1
W

RT

90
S1

0B

0.00
0.01
0.02
0.03
0.04
0.05
0.06
0.07
0.08
0.09
0.10

Av
er

ag
e s

w
el

lin
g 

(%
)

Figure 9: Te results of free swelling tests.
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Figure 10: Ultrasonic pulse velocity versus freeze/thaw cycles.
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FE-SEM analysis is an ideal analysis to see the micro-
structural mechanisms. UCS and splitting tensile strength
efect on waste rubber tire and bentonite can be seen by SEM
analysis. In Figure 11, the microstructural arrangement of
silica fume, bentonite, and rubber is clearly seen. Figure 11
shows the microstructure of samples with and without 10%
rubber added at 2 μm–100 μm.Tere are voids in the sample,

which can be observed in the analysis. In addition, a very
intense relationship can be observed between silica fume and
bentonite. CSH gel flls the gap in the mixtures and indicates
that a tight matrix is formed. Figure 12 shows the EDX
analysis of the selected SEM images for 10% bentonite and
10% rubber content. Si peaks in all mixtures. Te most
important reason for this is thought to be due to the

Silica fume 
Bentonite flakes 

Rubber

Rubber 

Bentonite flakes 

Silica fume

Figure 11: Microstructural analysis of samples with and without rubber added using SEM.
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hydration reaction. However, the formation of the pozzo-
lanic efect can also be understood from the high silica peak.
Tis is mostly followed by alumina peaks.

4. Conclusions

Tests, which are frequently used in the geotechnical feld, were
carried out on samples formed with mixtures of rubber,
bentonite, and silica fume. Te usability and applicability of
silica fume, rubber, and bentonite mixtures as insulation
material in terms of hydraulic conductivity were evaluated.Te
following results were obtained from these experimental
studies.

Both the increase of the percentage of rubber in the
mixtures increased the hydraulic conductivity and the de-
crease of the percentage of bentonite increased the hydraulic
conductivity. Tis was also seen in both compressed and
cured samples.

In addition, the increase in the percentage of rubber
caused a decrease in unconfned compressive strength.

Curing of specimens remaining in water for 7 and 28days
increases the unconfned compressive strength. During the frst
7 days, there was a big change in the free pressure resistance,
but after 28days it decreased and approached a fxed value.Te
increase rate is very high in the frst 7 days.

Te increase in the percentage of rubber also led to
a decrease in the secant Young’s modulus. Te ductile be-
havior of the samples increased with the addition of rubber
and their elastic energy capacities decreased. If you use it as
an impermeable layer under the solid waste landfll area,
specimens have shown that, in a negative situation it can
absorb more energy at the moment specimens resulted in
a fexible material.

Te increase in the amount of waste rubber tire caused
a decrease in the splitting tensile strength. Curing of
specimens increased splitting tensile strength. Furthermore,
the increase in the percentage of waste rubber tire forced the
samples to behave as a ductile material and the separation
was gradual. In addition, this is extremely important to use it
as a impervious liner material in many areas requiring
insulation.

Te increase in waste rubber tire percentage also in-
creased compressibility. Te curing period was efective in
this case.

Free swelling increases as bentonite percent increases
according to CBR test results.

Te three freeze and thaw cycles did not have a notice-
able efect on the sample surface but ultrasonic pulse velocity
of the specimens decreased considerably after freeze/thaw
cycles.

Te most important value that can be extracted from the
experiments in terms of hydraulic conductivity is provided
by silica fume with up to 10% waste rubber tire and ben-
tonite, which seems to be an optimum material for making
an impervious liner. Te desired fexibility in an imper-
meable liner is also achieved by the addition of waste
rubber tire.

Experimental results have shown that waste rubber tire,
bentonite, and silica fume can work together. In case these
materials are used as land application, compaction and
proportions should be taken into consideration. In addition,
the elasticity properties of waste rubber tires should be
reviewed against the efects of daylight degradation.

If this material is used for impermeable liner applica-
tions, you will evaluate large quantities of silica fume as well
as the use of some amount of waste rubber, which has
become a problem in the world. When you create silica
fumes and similar industrial wastes in this way, it has the
advantage of reusing the industrial waste by-product, which
is less polluting the environment or minimizing negative
efects on land uses.

Data Availability

Te experimental data used to support the fndings of this
study are available from the corresponding author upon
request.
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