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Welcome to the 
Canadian Respiratory 
Journal 
I t ii with priJe_,'.nd honour lhal [ inl~.-(>luce lhe~first issLIL' or tllL'. nfl1c1al journal ()r 

the Canadian l horac1c Souct y (Cl S) - the ( a11aclw11 Rcspm11ur\' Jou ma/. This 
new journ,il has risen from a long history or excellenct.' in respiratory resean.:h in Canada. 

On a per carita basis. Canada has the ~l rongesl respiratory research community in the 
wurld. The i111portancc or respiratory research in CanaJa is exempl ified by the fact that 
one of the five biomedical Networks or Centres of Excellence of CanaJa is the Respiratory Healt h \:d ,, orf.. ul Cenln.::~ 
nf Excdlcncc. This network. whiL·h bri ngs together over 60 outstanJi ng respiratory n.:scarchers frolll ,ino:-.s Ca11:id;1 , is 
presided over by one of the world's most promi nenl respiratory 1-.:;~carchcrs. Dr Peter Macklem. 1kt IVL'cn i 96S ,ind 
1978, out of the 1000 most citcJ sciL'lltists. thn .. ·c were respirologists. two of them Canadi ans. 

A number of Canadians have held and enntinue to hold international lcaJership rnk:-. in n;spiratmy 111ediL·inc. hn 
example. the only 11on-A merican presiuenl of the American Tlwracic Societ y (ATS) w:1s Dr Clarence Gue11 tcr. a 
Canadi,m. Over the years. Canadians have l:ontrihutcd excellent research material in rL·,piratory healt h. The 
participat ion or Canadians to the A TS annual nK·ct ing ha., :ii ways bL'L'Ll out ~tandi ng. !11 } L)L)3. 345 Cm1ad i,111 p,q1ns \VL'rl' 
prc~entcd at the Sa n Francisco ATS meeting. 

The medical sect ion of the CanaJi:m Lung i\ssoe i,1tion (C Lf\ J was formed in 1948. From this sect ion. the CTS wa, 
started in 1958. two years before the formation of the f\TS . The society has. since its foundat ion. greatly cncuu raged 
and contributed to respiratory health research. Frnm I 963 to 1982 funding was 111ade available from the CLA for the 
CTS to fund both research grant s and kllowships. In l 982. in view or the g reat need tu tr,1 i11 ntw rc~carchcr~, J l1L' 
funding was channcllcJ to fellowships onl y. the provincial association continuing 10 support n:search projects. 111 I (JL)J 

the CTS joincJ forces with the ,'vleclical Research Council (MRC ) to introduce joint C'LA/MRC fe llowships lor eight 
new young tr.1inees each year (lo a lllaxi111u111 nr 20 trainees at a given time), and t11 sponsor a new scholar,hip progra111. 
Over the past 20 years the CTS ,11HJ CLA have helped train l 39 rcspirologis ts and basic science researchers. or these. 
mauy have become world renowned researchers. includiug Moira Chan-Ye ung. Ji111 Dusrn;111. l'aul Man. t\·Lrnel Jordana 
and Douglas Bradley. 

Besides providing i'ur1ding i'ur fellows and scholars. the CTS plays an active role in nmli11uing 111cdic;il L'ducatio11. 
The society holds its annu,d sciL·ntific meeting jointly wi th the Roy,il Co llege of Physicians or C mada and publishe:-. 
pn.;ition papers on a varil'ly ot n;spiratory heal th issues. In collaboration with the CLA. the CTS is <.1 lso e1 11 barking on 
an a,thma education and research program. addn:ssing social issues such .is smoking cessation. environmental air 
4uality and the recent rc,urge nce of tuberculosis. 

Over the past few years it became obviuu, lo the CT:::i lc.1dcrship th;1l <1 vuiu: wa~ 11<.Tdcd to co111111u11ic;1tc rl':-.l'arcli 
knowledge to other interested C111adians a11d to the world at large. It w.i:-. felt that :1 ( ';111adi:111 respir:Hor) _j1111111al ,, ,1, 
not only feasible. but with the level o( exn·lkncc nf C1nadia11 resp iratory research . tile journal would hL'L·n111L' VL'I) 
~ucee:-.s(ul. Special recognition for his co11t1ihu1iun to the founding of thL· rwwdioll N.c.11Jiru1on ./011mai 111ust he gi ven 
to my predecessor. l )r lbvid Cuttn11. president or the C 'TS in I lJ92-91 . 11 i, u1111 ict ion ror the need of thi s journal. hi~ 
continuous drive ~ind his ahilitics tu lead 11tl1crs in tlii:-. VL'nlurL' are responsihk lur the reali1at io11 o f th is stq1 l'orw;ird i11 
Canadian respir,1tory n;searcl1 

With an outst.111di11g. wurld IL'IH1w11ed L'dit11ri,il hoard ,ind a respected puhli~hing comp,111y. we feel , ·cry c1l11i'idc111 
that Canadian a11d inl1.Tnatio11,d researchers will la ke interest i11 reading the Ca11adiu11 H.1·1tJiratorr Joumal ;111d prnk in 
submit ting to it wurld class manuscripts for publication. 

h·o11 ( 'un11i,·r. Ml) 
l'rnidc111. CmwJwn /'i{{)n1n1· Society 
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