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To the Editor:

I read with interest the article and the accompanying editorial.

In the editorial it was stated that the fact that empyema is rising

dramatically in the pediatric population was not appreciated by

the pediatric community in Canada. This surprised me. I imme-

diately sent an e-mail to essentially all of the pediatric respirol-

ogists across Canada and received replies from seven different

major centres. All agreed that they have noticed such an

increase for at least the past 10 years, if not the past 25 years.

Although, many times, the organism is not detected, possibly

due to previous use of antibiotics, the principle organisms cited

by all centres were group A streptococcus and Streptococcus

pneumoniae. One centre noticed high levels of antistreptolysin O

in the absence of positive cultures, suggesting, as well, the pre-

dominance of group A streptococcus. In particular, the feeling

was that there has been little evidence for any significant

involvement of Staphylococcus aureus or Haemophilus species.

Many suggested that a cross-Canada study examining the issues

would be valuable.

It was pointed out to me that a similar study has been per-

formed in Scotland (1) and showed a similar increase in empyema

in young children, despite no increase in prevalence of pneumo-

nia or croup. The authors speculated that one reason for this

might be the increase in aggressiveness of bacteria such as

S pneumoniae, a concept that we would agree with.

Sincerely,

Sheldon Spier MDCM FRCPC

Associate Professor Paediatrics, University of Calgary

Alberta Children’s Hospital

Alberta, Ontario
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