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Underground in situ pyrolysis for oil shale extraction is currently significant; the evolutions in microstructure, porosity, and
permeability parameters are essential factors in evaluating the productivity of oil shale after pyrolysis. With the underground oil
shale reservoir core, obtained from Jimsar Sag in the Junggar Basin in China, as the research object, the samples were subjected
to the treatment at different high temperatures (400°C, 500°C, 600°C, and 700°C). The NMR and FE-SEM experiments on oil
shale samples were conducted; the T2 relaxation spectra, pore size distribution, and porosity and permeability variation were
analyzed; and the relationships between movable fluid saturation and porosity and permeability were established, respectively.
The results showed that when the thermal treatment temperature increased, the porosity and permeability of oil shale rose
continuously but showed different laws. With the temperature being lower than 400°C, the porosity increased slowly, and the
growth rate of porosity increased rapidly when the thermal treatment temperature was higher than 500°C. In the pyrolysis
temperature range of 25°C~400°C, the growth rate of permeability was relatively slow. With the continuously enhancing
temperature (500°C~600°C), the growth rate of permeability accelerated rapidly. When the temperature continued to rise
(700°C), the increase of permeability began to slow down. There is a nonlinear correlation between porosity and movable fluid
saturation and an approximately linear correlation between permeability and movable fluid saturation. The findings showed that
600°C was the suitable temperature for the pyrolysis of oil shale.

1. Introduction

Shale oil is the oil resource in organic-rich shale, a fine-
grained, multipore, and microcracked sedimentary rock
containing a certain amount of solid combustible organic
matter named kerogen inside [1–5]. It generates several
fluid components containing heavy and light oil when
heated to a high temperature above 400°C [6]. On this
basis, the mined oil shale is usually heated by an external
heat source to reach the pyrolysis temperature to generate
shale oil, including the techniques of overground retorting
and underground in situ pyrolysis [7–9]. However, the

overground retorting is only suitable for shallow oil shale
formation and would lead to wastewater and waste gas
pollution. For the reason that the depth of discovered oil
shale deposits increases, underground in situ pyrolysis is
more feasible for the exploitation of oil shale in the deep
reservoir. In particular, this method also has the advan-
tages of good product quality, high oil recovery rate, small
footprint, and environmental protection. Laboratory tests
and numerical simulation are carried out to evaluate the
feasibility of in situ pyrolysis mining, such as in situ con-
version process (ICP) technology from Shell, Electrofrac
technology from ExxonMobil, and Crush technology from
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Chevron [10–13]. The evaluation results show that this
technology is conducive to the exploitation of shale oil
mining. However, some problems still need to be further
solved, such as the optimal heating temperature for in situ
mining and how to reduce energy consumption during in
situ mining. As a result, the research on underground in
situ pyrolysis for oil shale extraction is of great
importance.

When the underground in situ pyrolysis technique is
adopted for extracting shale oil, two critical steps should
be considered in the whole process. The first is the prod-
uct of heated oil shale at different thermal treatment tem-
peratures. Comprehensive research on organic matter
decomposition has been made during the pyrolysis prog-
ress of oil shale based on numerous laboratory experi-
ments [14–16]. It proved that the products discharged
from oil shale were mainly pyrolysis oil when the temper-
ature was at 300~475°C, and the hydrocarbon gas pro-
duced during pyrolysis was primarily methane; the
content percentage of which exceeded 90% when the tem-
perature was higher than 450°C, indicating that kerogen
gradually matured under thermal treatment. The hydro-
carbons progressively produced tend to become hydrocar-
bons with smaller molecular weights. The second is the
evolution of shale microstructure during thermal treatment
at different temperatures, which is mainly because the
increase of porosity and generation of microcracks pro-
vides a migration path for oil and gas from the formation
into the wellbore [17–20]. Kang et al. [17] studied the
internal crack characteristics of oil shale at different tem-
peratures through CT scanning experiments and pointed
out that the cracks generated during pyrolysis were the
decisive factor that can control the change in oil shale per-
meability. Therefore, Tiwari et al. [19] adopted CT scan-
ning technology to investigate the changes in the pore
structure of oil shale based on the high temperature of
350~500°C. Moreover, it was proposed that the high tem-
perature caused many pores inside the rock, and the per-
meability increased significantly. In addition, Saif et al.
[18] explored the evolution law of the generation, expan-
sion, connectivity, and closure of pores and cracks in oil
shale pyrolysis through CT scanning technology. Accord-
ing to the results, the first microcrack appeared at 354°C.
As the temperature increased, the fractures continued to
develop. Furthermore, the evolution of microcracks was
dependent not only on organic matter but also on the
progress of adjacent fractures. Similar findings were also
made in the study by other scholars. According to the
research mentioned above, it can be observed that high
temperature treatment enhances the size and number of
pores and microcracks in oil shale, which in turn leads
to a significant increase in permeability. However, many
studies ignore the influence of movable fluid on oil and
gas migration in this process.

Based on previous studies, it can be known that the fluid
in the reservoir rock mass can be categorized into movable
and irreducible fluid according to the state of residence
[21–23]. Among them, movable fluid refers to the fluid in
the large pores that is weakly affected by the rock skeleton

and can flow freely under a specific driving force. The irre-
ducible fluid refers to the fluid that is tightly adsorbed in
the tiny pores or the wall of large pores under the capillary
pressure and surface tension. The irreducible fluid reduces
the pore’s flow space and obstructs the percolation channel.
Many studies have been carried out on unconventional oil
and gas reservoir matrix movable fluid and irreducible fluid
under room temperature [23–26]. It can be seen that the
changes in porosity and permeability can, to a certain extent,
but cannot fully characterize oil and gas productivity. It is
necessary to consider the proportion of movable fluid in
the total saturated fluid, which can characterize reservoir
properties. As a result, it is not sufficient to scientifically
evaluate the oil and gas production efficiency for the oil shale
heated in situ, based on the analysis of the change law of
porosity and permeability under different thermal treatment
temperatures. Based on the above analysis, it can be seen
that it is necessary to explore and analyze the microstructure
changes of oil shale under different thermal temperatures
during in situ heating and quantify the porosity and perme-
ability characteristics and movable fluid saturation on this
basis to serve as a reference for evaluating shale oil produc-
tion efficiency.

Nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) technology, a rec-
ognized nondestructive technique, has been used to mea-
sure porosity and pore distribution in shale, which can
be used for calculating the saturation of movable fluid
[27, 28]. In the process of analyzing the movable satura-
tion in the oil shale reservoir matrix, the critical data T2
relaxation spectra can be used to distinguish between
adsorption pores and infiltration pores, which are impor-
tant parameters that affect the calculation of movable fluid
saturation. The boundary between the two is known as the
T2 cut-off value, and it can be calculated based on the
centrifugal calibration method. A pore with transverse
relaxation time that is less than the T2 cut-off value is
named adsorption pore. Besides, a pore with a transverse
relaxation time higher than the T2 cut-off value is called
infiltration pore. The fluid in the adsorption pore that can-
not flow freely under the action of the capillary force is
called irreducible fluid, while the fluid in the infiltration
pore that can deal with the capillary pressure and flow
freely is called movable fluid. Most existing studies on
conventional reservoir matrices do not consider the effect
of different thermal treatment temperatures. For the oil
shale matrix, its microstructure changes continuously with
the increase of thermal treatment temperature, which will
lead to the change in the number and sizes of pores and
microcracks; then, the T2 cut-off value changes accord-
ingly. Therefore, the analysis of shale oil production at dif-
ferent thermal treatment temperatures requires calculating
the T2 cut-off value, to be used to accurately analyze the
movable fluid saturation of oil shale after the change of
microstructure.

With the underground oil shale reservoir core as the
research object, the samples were treated at high tempera-
tures (400°C, 500°C, 600°C, and 700°C). In addition, the
microscopic changes of oil shale at various temperatures
were explored by adopting field emission-scanning electron
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microscopy (FE-SEM) experiments, and the generation and
development of pores and microcracks were analyzed.
Meanwhile, low-field NMR scanning technology was
adopted for analyzing the T2 relaxation spectra, pore size
distribution, porosity, and permeability variation of the sam-
ples before and after pyrolysis, the variation of T2 cut-off
value and movable fluid saturation at different temperatures,
and the relationship between porosity and permeability and
their relationship with movable fluid saturation. The results
can provide a reference for optimizing in situ pyrolysis
parameters and productivity prediction of oil shale.

2. Materials and Experimental Methods

2.1. Sample Description. The Jimsar Sag, with its position in
the southwestern part of the East Junggar Basin, is a small
oil-abundant depression of about 1:2 × 103 km2 in area
(Figure 1(a)). With its shape resembling a dustpan, the sag
was deposited on a Carboniferous fold basement, which has
experienced multiphase tectonic movements. The depression
has definite boundaries, whose inner structure and topogra-
phy are mild (Figure 1(b)). Due to the local tectonic expan-
sion, fast sag subsidence occurred in the early Mid-Permian

Jimusar Sag

Ji35

Ji30

Ji36

Ji32
Ji34

Ji31

Ji23
Ji009

Houbaozi

faultJi21

Ji22 Ji6
Ji24

Ji27

Ji251
Ji171

Ji174

Ji173
Ji28

Ji15

Ji33
Ji29

Ji172

Ji25Ji5

Laozhuangwan fault
Jimusar fault

Xidi fault

0 4 8 km N

–3200
–2800–2400

–2000
–3600

–3200

–3200

–2800

–2000
–2000

–2000

–2
80

0

–2
40

0

–3
20

0

–3
60

0

–4000

–1
60

0
–1

20
0

–2
00

0

–1600

–1200

G
ua

da
lu

pi
an

 (m
id

dl
e p

er
m

ia
n)

Lu
ca

og
ou

Se
rie

s

Fo
rm

at
io

n

Legends

Structural
Sag

Structural
uplif

Strata
pinch out

Fault

Subfault

Well

Shale

Muddy
siltstone

Tuffaceous
siltstone

Dolomitic
siltstone

Sandy
dolarenite

Contour line
of burial depth

Santai fault

–2000

(b)

LC
G

3
LC

G
4

LC
G

5

Lithology Sample

JS01

JS02

JS03

JS04

JS05

JS06

JS07

JS08

JS09

JS10

JS11
M

em
be

r
LC

G
2

LC
G

1
(c)

Junggar basin

Halaalate mountain

Zhayier mountain

0

Yilinheibigener mountain

N46°
00"

45°
00"

44°

83°

00"

00" 85° 00" 87° 00" 89° 00" 91°
Bogeda mountain

Kelamailei mountain

60 120 km

00"

China

Beijing*

Junggar
basin

(a)

Figure 1: Detailed geological information of Junggar Basin’s Jimsar Sag [29].
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period, and entire sag deposition occurred in the Mid-
Permian–Cenozoic period. The Mid-Permian Lucaogou For-
mation, which is 100~300m thick, was deposited under a
saline lacustrine context. It comprises a complicated sequence
of shale, dolomitic/muddy/tuffaceous siltstone, and sandy dol-

erite, which are the predominant reservoir rocks with varying
oiliness.

Jimsar shale oil underground Lucaogou formation core
was used as the research object, which can be found in
Figure 2. The core has apparent wavy bedding, as well as

Beddings Top Bottom Pore

Figure 2: Oil shale samples from the reservoir.
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noticeable pores on the surface. With the purpose of pro-
foundly clarifying the composition of the rock sample, the
rock sample was subjected to X-ray diffraction analysis
before testing. According to the analysis results, the rock
samples are mainly composed of quartz (21.6%), plagioclase
(36.8%), calcite (16.4%), and dolomite (12.3%), as well as a
small number of clay minerals (6.8%) and pyrite (0.8%), as
shown in Figure 3.

2.2. Experimental Equipment and Procedures

2.2.1. NMR Experiments. Nuclear magnetic resonance
(NMR) technology can be used as characteristic parameters
of porosity and permeability in the rock mass [30]. In this
paper, the device of Micro MR12-025V LF NMR was used
to carry out the experiments, as shown in Figure 4. During
measurement, the laboratory temperature was constant at
25:00 ± 0:50 ° C, and the magnetic field temperature was
controlled at 32:00 ± 0:02 ° C. The frequency of the NMR
instrument was set to 12MHz, and the test sequence

Sample

Figure 5: FE-SEM equipment and core sampling.
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adopted the CPMG sequence. Other main parameters were
set as follows: echo interval ðTEÞ = 0:1ms, sampling interval
ðTWÞ = 3000ms, number of echoes ðNECHÞ = 8000, and
cumulative sampling number ðNSÞ = 128.

2.2.2. FE-SEM Experiments. In order to observe the evolutions
in pores and microcracks of oil shale core before and after
thermal treatment, argon-ion polishing field emission-
scanning electron microscopy (FE-SEM) was employed to fea-
ture themicroscopic pore structure properties of shale samples
[31], as shown in Figure 5. In argon ion polishing, a suitable
small piece was first removed from a larger sample, which
was mechanically cut and ground into smooth flakes and then
polished with an argon ion polisher. Under the electric field,
the argon gas was ionized into positively charged argon ions
based on certain energy. Argon ions flew from the anode to

the cathode and passed through the cathode hole to the sample
surface. Under the constant bombardment of argon ions, the
surface of the sample becomes smooth and flat. After argon
ion polishing, the dense oil shale has extremely high flatness.
The high-quality flat surface cleared the boundaries between
mineral grains, thus increasing the identification of different
mineral grain size ranges. This method enabled efficient iden-
tification and observation of organic matter and its internal
nanopores for oil shale, revealing the chemical composition
within the microregion.

2.2.3. Experimental Procedures. During the test, the test sam-
ples were divided into two groups. The specific experimental
process is as follows (Figure 6).

Group 1 experimental samples were used in the FE-SEM
experiments, and a total of four pieces were included. Each
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rock sample was first observed at room temperature. Then,
the samples were treated at the temperature of 400°C,
500°C, 600°C, and 700°C for three hours. Finally, the changes
in pores and cracks at the same positions were observed
using the FE-SEM method.

Group 2 experimental samples were used for low-field
NMR testing. Residual moisture in the original sample was
removed before testing. The samples were evacuated for 24
hours at room temperature and then placed in a drying oven
to dry to constant weight (60°C, five hours). The other sam-
ples were heated to 400°C, 500°C, 600°C, and 700°C, sepa-

rately. All samples were placed in a vacuum pressurized
saturation device for 12 hours to reach a 100% saturated
water state. The wet weight of samples was used for the cal-
culation of sample volume. A low-field NMR analyzer sub-
jected the saturated water samples to saturated water NMR
experiments. The saturated water state obtained the T2
relaxation spectra through the inversion calculation. After
completing the NMR test of the saturated water samples,
the samples were subjected to high-speed centrifugation at
6500 (rpm) (centrifugal pressure of 1.42MPa) to discharge
movable water in accordance with the oil and gas industry

Organic matter Pores left after decomposition of
organic matter
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Organic matter without
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500°C

Figure 10: FE-SEM measurement results before after thermal treatment.
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standard SY/T5336-2006. In addition, the centrifuged sam-
ples were retested by NMR to obtain the T2 relaxation spec-
tra in an irreducible water state.

2.3. Calculation Method of Movable Fluid Saturation. Mov-
able fluid is mainly found in the middle of larger pores,
and the force of rock skeleton is relatively tiny, so it has bet-
ter fluidity under a specific external driving force. The anal-
ysis of movable fluid saturation at different temperatures is
significant to studying pyrolysis temperature’s influence on
oil and gas production efficiency. The movable fluid satura-
tion can be measured in accordance with low field NMR
measurement results.

The T2 relaxation spectra are an essential parameter for
calculating movable fluid saturation because there is a spe-
cific relationship between the T2 relaxation spectra and the
pore size distribution. Besides, the T2 relaxation spectra
can be used to quantitatively analyze the adsorption hole
and seepage hole in the rock, and the boundary value
between them is called T2 cut-off value (T2c), which is also
the movable fluid cut-off value. After centrifugation, T2
cut-off value can be obtained by saturated water T2 relaxa-
tion spectra and irreducible water T2 relaxation spectra.
The specific process is as follows: Based on the T2 relaxation
spectra before and after centrifugation, draw the corre-
sponding porosity accumulation curve, respectively, and
draw a horizontal line from the maximum value of the
porosity accumulation curve after centrifugation Figure 7.
The T2 value corresponding to the intersection of the hori-
zontal line and the porosity accumulation curve before cen-
trifugation is T2c.

The pores in consistence with the transverse relaxation
time less than T2c (T2 < T2c) are called adsorption pores,

while the pore in consistence with the transverse relaxation
time greater than T2c (T2 > T2c) is called seepage pore. The
fluid in the adsorption pore cannot flow freely under the
action of capillary force, which is named bound fluid. The
fluid in the seepage hole can flow freely against the capillary
force, which is called movable fluid Figure 8.

Then, the movable fluid saturation can be depicted by
the ratio of movable fluid volume to the saturated fluid vol-
ume of the rock sample:

Swm =
Ð T2 max
T2c

S T2ð ÞdT2
Ð T2 max
T2 min

S T2ð ÞdT2t
× 100%,

Swi = 1 − Swm,

ð1Þ

where T2min and T2max represent the maximum and mini-
mum of the T2 relaxation spectra, respectively, ms; T2c is
the T2 cut-off value, ms; and SðT2Þ is the expression of the
T2 relaxation spectra distribution curve.

3. Experimental Results

3.1. Thermogravimetric Analysis

3.1.1. Analysis of Pyrolysis Curve.Meanwhile, an STA/HP150
thermal synchronous analyzer was adopted to measure deriv-
ative thermogravimetric (DTG) and thermogravimetric (TG).
The sample size was controlled at 9:0 ± 0:1mg during the test.
The starting temperature of the TG-DTG curve reached 25°C,
the heating rate was ten °C/min, and the final reaction temper-
ature was 800°C.
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Figure 12: FE-SEM measurement results at room temperature.
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Figure 9 shows the TG and DTG results of the oil shale
samples under a high-purity N2 atmosphere. The stages were
as follows:

Stage I: during the continuous heating of rock samples
from room temperature (25°C) to 400°C, the weight loss of
oil shale is about 1.7% of the total mass of the sample, as well
as 8.6% of the total weight loss. The TG curve decreases
slowly in this temperature range, and the DTG curve fluctu-
ates less. The mass loss mostly contained water evaporation,

like adsorption water evaporation in clay minerals and inter-
layer water evaporation. At the same time, some organic
matter appeared during preliminary pyrolysis.

Stage II: with the continuous increase of thermal tempera-
ture (400°C~600°C), significant mass loss was found in the
temperature range. The weight loss of oil shale is about
11.3% of the total mass of the sample and 56.8% of the total
weight loss of oil shale. The TG curve drops sharply in this
temperature range, and the DTG curve fluctuates significantly.

400°C

25°C
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600°C

Observation
area

Cracks

Same position

Crack
propagation

700°C

Pores present in the matrix

Figure 13: FE-SEM measurement results during thermal treatment.
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The weight loss of oil shale is mainly the weight loss of organic
matter pyrolysis, which is primarily manifested by the thermal
cracking reaction of kerogen.

In the initial pyrolysis stage, many unstable bridge bonds
undergo bond-breaking reactions, and then, the broken
chemical bonds are further recombined to form light gases.
With the increase in temperature, a large amount of organic
matter in the oil shale is pyrolyzed, and asphaltene is gener-
ated. With the continuous pyrolysis of asphaltene, a large
amount of oil, gas, and oil shale semicoke is generated. With
the overflow of oil and gas, the weightlessness of the oil shale
gradually increases.

Stage III: when the temperature is more than 600°C, the
weight loss of oil shale (7.2%) is mainly caused by the sec-
ondary cracking reaction of products and the decomposition
of minerals such as carbonate.

3.1.2. Loss of Organic Matter during Pyrolysis. To explore the
pyrolysis process of oil shale in detail, the decomposition of
organic matter at room temperature and during the heating
process was observed by FE-SEM. Figure 8 shows the FE-
SEM measurement results at room temperature. It can be
seen that clay minerals exist in the rock sample, and obvious
organic matter can be observed, filling the corresponding
pore positions at room temperature.

Figure 10 shows the comparison results of oil shale sam-
ples at room temperature and after thermal treatment
(500°C). According to former research, it can be found that
the organic matter in the rock is pyrolyzed into gas and will
escape along the cracks in the rock at 500°C [6]. Three cases
can be seen in Figure 10.

First, the organic matter is completely pyrolyzed at high
temperatures, leaving only pores in the original position.
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These pores will contribute to the increase of pores in the
sample and gradually penetrate during heat treatment in
order to form the path of oil and gas migration.

The second is the partial pyrolysis of organic matter,
which contributes little to the increase of pores. With the rise
of subsequent temperature, it will be gradually pyrolysis,
which is conducive to improving the porosity of rock sam-
ples and contributing to the improvement of permeability.

Third, some pore positions containing less organic mat-
ter will also disappear after organic matter pyrolysis, mainly
because the pore volume is small and the thermal expansion
of rock occupies the corresponding position.

3.2. Analysis of Macroscopic and Microscopic
Fracture Morphology

3.2.1. Change of Macroscopic Morphology. Figure 11 shows
the changes in morphology characteristics of the oil shale
samples before and after high temperature treatment. Obvi-
ously, the surface of the original piece was relatively dense at
room temperature. After thermal treatment at 400°C, some
microcracks appeared in the sample. When the temperature
increased (500°C~600°C), the microcracks generated on the
surface and inside the rock samples became more evident
and complex.

During oil shale pyrolysis, the microcracks in the rock
sample continue to expand, and multiple fractures begin to
connect. After pyrolysis, the connected microcracks can pro-
vide a migration channel for the organic matter. However, in
view of the different sizes and degree of connectivity of

microcracks formed at different temperatures, it will also
affect the mobility of fluid, which needs to be quantified by
the low field NMR test method.

3.2.2. Changes in Microscopic Morphology

(1) Pore and Crack Morphology in the Original Form. To
deeply explore the generation and development of oil shale
pores and cracks during high-temperature pyrolysis, the
microscopic morphology of oil shale at room temperature
was observed, as presented in Figure 12. The oil shale matrix
is dense and contains numerous pores and cracks containing
intergranular mineral pores, intergranular cracks, and corro-
sion pores. Intergranular pores mainly include pores
between mineral particles, pores between crystals, and pores
at the edges of rigid particles, and these pore diameters are
generally less than 0.1μm. In contrast, intergranular pores
have larger pore sizes (<1μm), better connectivity, and more
significant number, which exert a more critical role in the
migration, seepage, and accumulation of reservoir fluids.
The width of some microcracks is about 1μm~10μm, which
is significant for enhancing permeability and movable fluid
saturation after pyrolysis.

Due to many pores with minor porosity distributed in
the shale matrix, microcracks can not only offer sufficient
space for the storage of shale oil and gas after pyrolysis but
also act as a channel for its seepage, which is conducive to
the desorption and migration as well as seepage of shale
oil. For reservoir modification, the existence of many
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500°C 
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600°C 

(c)

700°C 

(d)

Figure 16: Evolution of pores and microcracks at different temperatures.
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microcracks contributes to communicating the disconnected
matrix pores, thereby maximizing the formation of shale oil
mining.

(2) Microcrack Evolution Morphology during Pyrolysis. To
investigate the changes in pores and microcracks during
the thermal treatment, the same rock sample was treated at
temperatures of 400°C, 500°C, 600°C, and 700°C, as shown
in Figure 13. Then, the evolutions of pores and microcracks
at the same position under different heat treatment temper-
atures were observed.

When the image width is 2.7mm, the oil shale is com-
paratively dense at room temperature (25°C), and it is chal-
lenging to see apparent pores and fractures with the naked
eye. In order to further compare the evolution law of pores
and fractures, the observation area and image width remain
unchanged during heating.

When the heating temperature was 400°C, microcracks
appeared in the oil shale matrix under thermal stress. At
this point, microcracks are relatively inconspicuous and
few. When the heat treatment temperature was enhanced
to 500°C, the microcracks in the oil shale matrix became
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Figure 18: Variation law of permeability under different temperature.
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more apparent. In addition, many microcracks started to
develop along the crystal edges. Because of various thermal
expansion coefficients of different types of crystals, micro-
cracks occur along the crystal edges during heating.

When the temperature continued to increase (600°C),
the microcracks continued to enlarge, generating an obvious
enhancement in the width and length of the microcracks. In
addition, different microcracks gradually penetrated each
other, and the morphology of the microcrack became more
complex. With the temperature reaching 700°C, numerous
pores and cracks occur in the oil shale matrix’s crystals,
mainly because of the pyrolysis of matrix minerals.

3.3. Analysis of Variation Law of Porosity and
Permeability Characteristics

3.3.1. Analysis of T2 Relaxation Spectra under Different
Temperatures. The grain surface–pore fluid interactions are
assessed by the NMR T2 data. Theoretically speaking, larger
pore bodies are indicative of longer (more significant) T2
relaxation times, whereas smaller pore bodies have shorter
(less) T2 values. Besides, a higher signal amplitude at a par-
ticular value of T2 in the NMR T2 data indicates more fluid
at this pore dimension. Hence, the fluid level at particular
pore dimensions can be estimated by the aggregate T2 distri-
bution. NMR T2 spectra at different thermal treatment tem-
peratures (25°C, 400°C, 500°C, 600°C, and 700°C) are
presented in Figure 14.

At room temperature (25°C), the T2 spectra showed a
bimodal shape. Furthermore, the double peaks were isolated
from each other, which indicated numerous tiny pores and
some big pores in the rock matrix with poor connectivity
between different levels of pores.

As the temperature increases from 25°C to 400°C, the
area on the left side increases, which means that when
heated to 400°C, the small pores in the sample with thermal
stress increase. There is little change in the area on the right,

which means that there are few macropores at this tempera-
ture, which has no significant impact on the measurement
results.

When the temperature continued to increase (500°C),
the area of the left side decreased, but the area of the right
area increased, mainly due to the aggregation of some tiny
pores into large pores. When the temperature continuously
rises (600°C~700°C), the isolated state of the two areas of
saturated water T2 relaxation spectra changes. Some fusion
between the two regions indicates that in situ pyrolysis led
to a marked increase in connectivity between different
grades of pore size.

According to the NMR relaxation mechanism analysis,
oil shale pore structure was significantly changed during
the thermal treatment.

3.3.2. Variation Law of Porosity under Different
Temperatures. Figure 15 shows the oil shale porosity varia-
tion law under different treatment temperatures. It can be
seen that, with the increasing treatment temperature, the
oil shale porosity increases. The specific rules are as follows.

The porosity increases slowly when the heat treatment
temperature is lower than 400°C, and the porosity increases
gradually. At the temperature of 400°C, the porosity
(13.31%) is only 16.85% higher than that at room tempera-
ture (11.39%). In this stage, the temperature makes the pores
and microcracks produced by the oil shale relatively small, as
shown in Figure 16(b).

With the thermal treatment temperature being higher
than 500°C, the increase rate of porosity is progressively
accelerated. The number of pores in the oil shale matrix
increases with obvious microcracks at this thermal treatment
temperature, as found in Figure 16(b).

With the temperature reaching 600°C, the growth rate of
porosity is more prominent. The microcracks on the oil shale
matrix are more pronounced and continuously penetrated,
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Figure 19: Relationship between porosity and permeability.

13Geofluids



resulting in a significant increase in porosity, as shown in
Figure 16(c).

When the temperature is 700°C, the pores and cracks on
the oil shale matrix begin to penetrate, providing better
transport paths for gas output, as shown in Figure 16(d).

In order to quantify the changes in pore size, the changes
in pores with various sizes at various temperatures are
shown in Figure 17. Based on previous studies, the large,
medium, and small apertures are defined as follows: a pore
with a pore size below 0.01μm is defined as the small pore
size, a pore with a pore size of 0.01~0.1μm is defined as
the medium pore, and a pore with a pore size larger than
0.1μm is defined as the big pore.

It can be observed from Figure 17 that during the pro-
cess of enhancing the temperature from 25°C to 400°C, there
is an apparent enhancement in the small pores, but the
increase in big pores is limited. When the temperature
deeply enhances (500°C), both small and medium pores

increase with insignificant magnitudes. With the tempera-
ture reaching 600°C, the apparent enhancement in the three
pores exists. With the enhancing temperature of 700°C, the
growth of big pores is the most significant.

3.3.3. Variation Law of Permeability under Different
Temperature. The increase of pores and microcracks inevita-
bly generates an enhancement in permeability. Figure 18
shows the variation law of oil shale permeability under dif-
ferent temperatures. From this figure, the permeability is
found to enhance constantly with the increasing heat treat-
ment temperature. In addition, the growth rate of perme-
ability varies significantly in each temperature interval.

In the pyrolysis temperature range of 25°C~400°C, the
number of pores is small with poor connectivity, leading
to a weak increase in permeability (from 1.23mD to
8.33mD). From 500°C, the number of pores increases,
and the pore size becomes more extensive. In particular,
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the increase in movable fluid porosity leads to improved
pore connectivity and accelerated permeability growth
(24.22mD). With the temperature reaching 600°C, the
NMR permeability is 31.25mD, increasing with the
enhancement of treatment temperature. When the temper-
ature continues to rise (700°C, 34.63mD), the increase of
permeability begins to slow down.

Thermal treatment changes the porosity and micro-
structure of oil shale and then affects the permeability of

oil shale. The relationship between the two parameters
can be used to predict permeability based on porosity,
considering the influence of pyrolysis temperature, as pre-
sented in Figure 19. Obviously, as porosity increases with
the thermal treatment temperature, permeability increases.

The fit of porosity and permeability was performed to
clarify the relationship between the two parameters
(R2 = 0:976); a nonlinear association exists between porosity
and permeability. With the thermal treatment temperature
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Figure 23: Generation and evolution of microcracks at different temperatures.
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lower than 600°C, the permeability enhances quickly when
porosity increases. With the continuous enhancement of
thermal treatment temperature (700°C), the growth rate of
permeability gradually slows down. It shows that 600°C is
the suitable temperature for oil shale pyrolysis.

4. Discussion

4.1. Analysis of Movable Fluid Saturation

4.1.1. Calculation of T2 Cut-Off Value at Different
Temperatures. The method mentioned above is used to cal-
culate the T2 cut-off value. Figure 20 shows the T2 cut-off
values at room temperature. Obviously, with the tempera-

ture being 25°C, the T2 cut-off value is 0.092ms. According
to this method, the T2 cut-offs at diverse temperatures are
measured in Figure 21. The T2 cut-off value increases con-
tinuously with the increase in temperature, which is mainly
due to the rise in pore number and size, leading to the
increase in rock permeability.

4.1.2. Variation of Movable Fluid Saturation at Different
Temperatures. Figure 22 displays the correlation between
the movable water saturation and temperature. According
to the figure, the movable fluid saturation generally increases
with increasing temperature. The growth rate is not appar-
ent when the temperature reaches below 400°C, and the
growth rate is not apparent. This is primarily due to that
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the heat treatment temperature does not form large pores,
and the connectivity between microcracks is not apparent,
which can be found in Figure 23(a). With the temperature
higher than 500°C, the increase of movable fluid saturation
becomes more prominent, and the width and quantity of
microcracks are larger. At 600°C, movable fluid saturation
reaches 45.5%, much higher than 21.2% at 25°C. At this
time, the microcracks between different bedding have been
connected.

Through the analysis of experimental results, the pro-
portion of movable fluid saturation progressively enhances,
and the pore connectivity is enhanced in the pyrolysis tem-
perature range. Elevated temperature favors the transport
of pyrolysis products from oil shale.

4.2. Relationship between Movable Fluid Saturation and
Porosity and Permeability Characteristics. Figure 24 presents
the correction between movable fluid saturation and poros-
ity. According to the figure, when porosity constantly
increases, movable fluid saturation rises continuously. When
the porosity is lower than 22.5% (heat treatment tempera-
ture is 600°C), the increase of movable fluid saturation is
apparent; with the continuous improvement of porosity,
the growth rate of movable fluid saturation decreases
significantly.

The association of permeability with the saturation of
mobile fluid is depicted in Figure 25. As is clear, the two
parameters exhibit approximate linearity. The saturation of
mobile fluid increases persistently as the permeability value
progressively increases.

5. Conclusion

To conclude, the findings of the pyrolysis experiments and
NMR and FE-SEM tests on oil shale samples from the Jimsar
Sag area demonstrated the impacts of pyrolysis on shale pore
structures. The T2 relaxation spectra, pore size distribution,
and pore and permeability variation were analyzed. The T2
cut-off value and movable fluid saturation at different ther-
mal treatment temperatures were calculated, and the rela-
tionships between movable fluid saturation and porosity
and permeability were calculated and fitted separately. The
conclusions are presented as follows:

(1) With the enhancing heat treatment temperature, the
size and number of pores and microcracks increase.
The oil shale is comparatively dense at room temper-
ature, and irregular pores and fractures are distrib-
uted in the rock matrix. When the heat treatment
temperature increases, tiny pores of thermal stress
increase and gradually polymerize into medium
and large pores; Microcracks continue to extend
and expand and slowly realize connectivity.
500°C~600°C is an essential pore and microcrack
development stage

(2) Pyrolysis increases the porosity of oil shale. With
increasing thermal treatment temperature, the
porosity of oil shale increase continuously. When
the temperature is lower than 400°C, the porosity

and permeability increase slowly, increasing by
16.85% and 16.96%, respectively, compared with
room temperatures. With the thermal treatment
temperature higher than 500°C, the growth rate of
porosity increases rapidly

(3) The increase of pores and microcracks inevitably
leads to an increase in permeability. In the pyrolysis
temperature range of 25°C~400°C, the growth rate of
permeability is relatively slow. With the constant
temperature increase (500°C~600°C), the growth rate
of permeability accelerates rapidly; when the temper-
ature increases (700°C), the permeability increase
begins to slow down

(4) With the constant increase of heat treatment tem-
perature, the movable fluid saturation increases sig-
nificantly, and the effect is the most significant
when the heat treatment temperature reaches
500°C~600°C. There is a nonlinear correlation
between porosity and movable fluid saturation and
a linear correlation between permeability and mov-
able fluid saturation. In addition, 600°C is the suit-
able temperature for the pyrolysis of oil shale
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