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Objectives. To evaluate the abdominal visceral fat area (VFA), we developed novel ultrasonographic (US) methods for estimating.
Methods. 100 male volunteers were recruited, and their VFA was calculated by two novel US methods, the triangle method and the
ellipse method. The VFA calculated by these methods was compared with the VFA calculated by CT. Results. Both the VFA
calculated by the triangle method (r = 0 766, p < 0 001) and the ellipse method (r = 0 781, p < 0 001) showed a high correlation
coefficient with the VFA calculated by CT. Also, the VFA calculated by our novel methods were significantly increased in
subjects with one or more metabolic risk factors than in those without any risk factors. Furthermore, the correlation coefficients
obtained using the two methods were enhanced by the addition of multiple regression analysis (with the triangle method,
r = 0 8586, p < 0 001; with the ellipse method, r = 0 8642, p < 0 001). Conclusions. The VFA calculated by the triangle or ellipse
method showed a high correlation coefficient with the VFA calculated by CT. These US methods are easy to use, they involve
no radiation exposure, and the measurements can be conducted frequently. We hope that our simple methods would be widely
adopted for the evaluation of VFA.

1. Introduction

Obesity is a major public health problem, the prevalence of
which has increased worldwide [1]. Obesity is reported to
be associated with type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular disease,

nonalcoholic fatty liver disease, and elevated cancer death
risk and is a strong predictor of increased morbidity and
mortality [2–5]. Furthermore, insulin resistance associated
with obesity causes not only type 2 diabetes but also dyslipid-
emia and hypertension, resulting in the so-called metabolic
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syndrome [6, 7]. It is, therefore, of pivotal importance to eval-
uate and treat obesity, in particular, the accumulation of vis-
ceral fat [8–10].

Several methods for estimation of the visceral fat area
(VFA) have been reported. Until now, computed tomogra-
phy (CT) is considered as the gold standard method for
the measurement of VFA [11–14], although it is expensive
and is associated with the risk of radiation exposure at the
level of about 10–20mSv per scan. Waist circumference
has been demonstrated to show excellent correlation with
the VFA, is measured easily, is noninvasive, and is at low
cost [15–19]. Waist circumference represents the VFA and
subcutaneous fat area (SFA) as a unit, and it is difficult to
distinguish between the two based on the waist circumfer-
ence alone. Bioelectrical impedance analysis is an easy and
noninvasive method that measures the electrical potential
difference [20–23]. However, it is difficult to calculate the
VFA directly by this method, and it could entail errors asso-
ciated with water adhesion or change in the total body water
amount. None of the methods, including the waist circum-
ference, body mass index (BMI), or bioelectrical impedance
analysis, is useful to distinguish between the visceral fat and
subcutaneous fat. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) allows
radiation exposure to be avoided but is expensive, time-con-
suming, and can be used at only a limited number of institu-
tions [24–27]. Ultrasonography (US) is an easy, inexpensive,
and noninvasive method. Some US methods for estimating
the VFA have been reported, which measured various
body segments or the ratio of subcutaneous and visceral fat
[28–33]. Also, due to the problems of ambiguous images,
proficiency of procedure, and intrarater and interrater reli-
ability, the preexisting US-based methods are still unsatisfac-
tory and need further improvements.

The purpose of this study was to develop two novel US
methods for estimation of the abdominal VFA. Then, multi-
ple regression analysis was performed using several physio-
logical parameters as covariates in order to identify the
parameters that would significantly enhance the correlation
with the VFA calculated by CT.

2. Materials and Methods

For easier and more accurate estimation of the VFA, we
devised two novel US methods: the triangle method and the
ellipse method. In the first, the triangle method, the VFA is
assessed as a summed area of six triangles, and in the second,
the ellipse method, the VFA is assessed as part of an ellipse.
The VFA calculated by US was compared with the VFA cal-
culated by CT.

2.1. The Triangle Method. Since a US probe cannot be placed
easily on the surface of the umbilicus, and the aorta is nor-
mally located to the left of the center, a point 2 cm to the left
of the umbilicus was used as the basal point. Two points, each
5 cm to the left and right of the basal point, were also added,
and the measurements were conducted with the US probe
placed at these three points. US-determined visceral fat dis-
tance was defined as the distance between the internal surface
of the rectus abdominis muscle and the posterior wall of the

aorta from each diagnostic position (Figure 1(a)). The US-
determined VFA was calculated as a summed area of six tri-
angles, which is calculated by the distance to the back wall of
the aorta from each position (Figure 1(b)), minus the area of
the intestinal tract (10 cm2). The area of the intestinal tract
was set as 10 cm2 based on the average in the CT images of
213 cases, determined in a previous study [34].

We designed a belt-shaped ultrasound probe-compatible
device to provide a quick, easy-to-operate, and accurate way
to guide the ultrasonographic procedures in the triangle
method (Supplementary Information available online at
https://doi.org/10.1155/2017/8796069). The belt-shaped
device was designed to be fixed in the same positions and
angles with respect to the ultrasound probe in different
patients. The belt-shaped device has three holes, a center
basal point and each 5 cm distant right and left side, for
applying the US probe. The angles between the line from
the aorta to the basal point and the lines from the aorta to
the bilateral holes were each 40° in unbent situation. Made
of an elastic material, this belt-shaped device can be bent
smoothly to fit the patient’s abdomen. We previously
reported the parts of these methods in other subjects [35];
we then developed more sophisticated methods and investi-
gated the relation with metabolic risk factors at this time.

2.2. The Ellipse Method. Based on the recognition that the
peritoneal cavity is ellipsoidal in shape, we hypothesized that
the ellipsoidal-shaped peritoneal cavity was the reduced scale
model of the ellipsoidal-shaped cross section of the abdomen.
We defined waist circumference as the circumference of the
cross section of the abdomen and the semiminor axis as the
US-measured distance from the skin to the posterior wall of
the aorta (Figure 1(c)). The semimajor axis could be esti-
mated from the aforementioned circumference and the
semiminor axis. The cross section area of the abdomen was
calculated from the semimajor axis and semiminor axis.

The circumference of the peritoneal cavity ellipse was cal-
culated from the waist circumference and the ratio of the
measured distances. The distance from the internal surface
of the rectus abdominis muscle to the posterior wall of the
aorta (distance A1) and the distance from the skin to the pos-
terior wall of the aorta (distance A) were used for the calcula-
tion. The area of the peritoneal cavity ellipse was calculated
based on the distance from the internal surface of the rectus
abdominis muscle to the posterior wall of the aorta as the
semiminor axis and the calculated circumference.

The back side one-third area was occupied by bone and
muscles; therefore, this area was subtracted from the area of
the peritoneal cavity ellipse. Then, the area of the intestinal
tract (10 cm2) was subtracted, to finally calculate the VFA.

2.3. Intrarater and Interrater Reliability. To assess the
intrarater and interrater reliability of the US measurements,
we carried out a preliminary study on other subjects than
the study subjects. This trial was carried out by two highly
skilled sonographers in three male volunteers. The measure-
ments were carried out 4 times per day on each man, on two
different days. The interclass correlation coefficient (ICC) of
the intrarater reliability was calculated by US measurements
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carried out several times in a subject by an expert US techni-
cian (Table 1). The interrater reliability was assessed by 2
expert US technicians. The distance from the skin to the pos-
terior wall of the aorta (distance A shown in Figure 1(a)) and
that from the internal surface of the rectus abdominis muscle
to the posterior wall of the aorta (distance A1 in Figure 1(a))
were measured as the US-measured distances.

2.4. Prospective Study. We recruited 100 volunteer males
aged ≧ 20 years at Hiraka General Hospital (Yokote, Akita,
Japan) for this study. Subjects who had received treatment
for dyslipidemia and/or diabetes mellitus were excluded.
Blood samples were drawn in the morning after the subjects

had fasted for 12h, and the serum lipids, fasting blood sugar,
and plasma insulin levels were determined. The height and
body weight, waist circumference, and blood pressure of the
subjects were measured. The waist circumference was mea-
sured at the level of the umbilicus with the subject in the
standing position in accordance with the Japanese criteria
of metabolic syndrome [15].

In this study, four risk factors (high blood pressure, high
triglyceride, low high-density lipoprotein (HDL) cholesterol,
and hyperglycemia) defined in the criteria of the National
Cholesterol Education Program’s Adult Treatment Panel III
guidelines in 2005 [36], but not the waist circumference, were
defined as metabolic risk factors. Subjects currently receiving
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Figure 1: (a) US measurement picture; distance A showed the distance from the skin to the posterior wall of the aorta. Distance A1 showed
the distance from the internal surface of the rectus abdominis muscle to the posterior wall of the aorta. The thickness of the subcutaneous fat
layer showed the distance from the skin to the rectus abdominis muscle. (b) Triangle method; VFA was calculated as a summed area of the six
triangles, which is calculated by the distance to the back wall of the aorta from three positions. (c) Ellipse method; we hypothesized that the
ellipsoidal-shaped peritoneal cavity was the reduced scale model of the ellipsoidal-shaped cross section of abdomen. We defined waist
circumference as the circumference of the ellipse, and the US-measured distance as the semiminor axis. The VFA was taken by
subtracting the back side one-third area occupied by bone and muscles from the peritoneal cavity ellipse.

Table 1: Intrarater reliability and interrater reliability were assessed by measuring the distances A1 and A shown in Figure 1(a) by US.

Intrarater reliability Interrater reliability

The distance A1 Investigator A Investigator B The distance A1 Correlation coefficient

ICC (1,1) 0.9817 0.9970 ICC (2,1) 0.9988

ICC (1,3) 0.9954 0.9992 ICC (2,3) 0.9987

The distance A Investigator A Investigator B The distance A Correlation coefficient

ICC (1,1) 0.9800 0.9971 ICC (2,1) 0.9988

ICC (1,3) 0.9949 0.9993 ICC (2,3) 0.9987

ICC: interclass correlation coefficient.
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treatment for dyslipidemia, hypertension, and/or diabetes
were also regarded as having the respective risk factors,
regardless of the biochemical values.

VFA was calculated by the two ultrasonographic (EUB-
8500, Hitachi Ltd., Tokyo, Japan) methods, the triangle
method and the ellipse method. The following parameters
were measured with a 3.5MHz convex array probe: (1) the
distance from the skin to the posterior wall of the aorta, (2)
the thickness of the subcutaneous fat layer, and (3) the dis-
tance between the internal surface of the rectus abdominis
muscle and the posterior wall of the aorta. Imaging was per-
formed at the end of a normal expiration in the supine posi-
tion. The US probe was placed against the skin as lightly as
possible to prevent compression of the fat layers. The time
required for US measurement was within one or two
minutes. All the US measurements were carried out in dupli-
cate by the same investigator, an expert US technician.

CT equipment from Toshiba Medical Systems (Tokyo,
Japan) was used for the abdominal CT. Imaging was carried
out at the end of expiration at the level of the umbilicus in
the supine position. The scan interval was set at 7.5mm.
Standard and appropriate measurement methods for waist
circumference are different by the country and race. Wemea-
sured the waist circumference by the level of the umbilicus in
accordance with the Japanese criteria of metabolic syndrome
[15]. We compared the waist circumference with VFA calcu-
lated by CT and then took CT by the level of the umbilicus.

The CT images were analyzed using the Fat Scan ver.4
software (East Japan Institute of Technology Co., Ltd., Hita-
chi, Ibaraki, Japan) to calculate the abdominal VFA.

The study protocol conformed to the ethical guidelines of
the 1975 Helsinki Declaration and was conducted with the
approval of the ethics committee of each of the University
of Tokyo, Hitachi Ltd., and Hiraka General Hospital. Written
informed consent was obtained from each subject for partic-
ipation in the study.

2.5. Statistics. Pearson’s correlation coefficients were calcu-
lated to assess the association among the clinical parameters
and the VFA calculated by CT. The statistical significance of
differences in the continuous data between groups was exam-
ined by ANOVA. Statistical significance was set at p < 0 05.

2.6. Multiple Regression Analysis by the Cross Validation
Method. To enhance the accuracy of estimation of the VFA,
multiple regression analysis was conducted. The parameters
used for the analysis along with the new method were the
height, weight, BMI, age, and waist circumference. It was
needed that the data, which is applied regression method,
should be normally distributed. So, as the first step, we con-
firmed whether the objective variable that is VFA is normally
distributed by using the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test. Since the
p value as its result was 0.7633, the alternative hypothesis,
which is “Variable does not follow a normal distribution.”,
was rejected. Then, we performed multiple regression anal-
ysis using all of the explanatory variables to obtain a
regression formula to determine the correlation coefficient.
If a better correlation coefficient was obtained, we optimized
the formula by eliminating some variables using the stepwise

method based on Akaike’s Information Criterion (AIC).
With respect to the value of the correlation coefficient, we
used a 10-fold cross validation to get more accurate results.
We conducted the statistical analyses using R 2.13.2 (the R
foundation for Statistical Computing) and Psych (Revelle,
W. (2012): Procedure for Personality and Psychological
Research, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, USA).
To make the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test, we used the “ks.test”
function. And the function “lm” which is a function to calcu-
late a linear regression coefficient and also linear multiple
regression coefficients was used. These functions are
included in the default package of R 2.13.2. Psych which is
a package to calculate ICC which is aforementioned.

3. Results

3.1. Validity Testing of the Triangle Method and Ellipse
Method. The characteristics of the 100 male study partici-
pants are shown in Table 2. Blood tests, physical examina-
tion, CT, and US were performed for all the subjects. The
average age was 39.6± 11.0 years. The average waist circum-
ference was 84.4± 9.2 cm, the BMI was 23.6± 3.3, and the
VFA calculated from the CT images was 79.4± 39.1 cm2.
Only 3 participants were receiving medication for hyperten-
sion, while none of the patients were receiving medication for
dyslipidemia or diabetes. Most of the participants of this
study group were nonobese and had normal glucose

Table 2: Characteristics of the study participants (n = 100).

Average SD Minimum Maximum

Age (yr.) 39.6 11.0 22.0 63.0

Waist
circumference (cm)

84.4 9.2 63.0 106.4

Height (cm) 172.1 5.3 158.1 181.7

Weight (kg) 70.0 11.0 47.9 98.0

BMI 23.6 3.3 16.9 34.2

VFA (cm2) 79.5 39.0 9.8 198.7

SFA (cm2) 141.0 66.8 17.0 337.0

Total adipose
tissue (cm2)

220.4 94.3 32.3 489.3

SBP (mmHg) 129.5 14.3 104.0 174.0

DBP (mmHg) 80.1 12.0 58.0 119.0

FBS (mg/dL) 90.1 11.6 65.0 135.0

Insulin (μU/mL) 6.5 4.1 1.0 23.0

HOMA-R 1.5 1.0 0.2 5.9

HbA1c (%) 5.7 0.3 5.1 6.9

TC (mg/dL) 200.7 32.1 135.0 287.0

HDL-C (mg/dL) 61.7 18.3 30.5 142.2

LDL-C (mg/dL) 121.6 29.3 69.0 207.0

TG (mg/dL) 156.8 140.6 15.0 744.0

UA (mg/dL) 6.2 1.4 2.6 10.3

BMI: body mass index; SBP: systolic blood pressure; DBP: diastolic blood
pressure; VFA: visceral fat area; SFA: subcutaneous fat area; FBS: fasting
blood sugar; HOMA-R: homoeostatic model assessment ratio; JDS: Japan
Diabetes Society; TC: total cholesterol; HDL: high-density lipoprotein;
LDL: low-density lipoprotein; TG: triglyceride; UA: uric acid.
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Figure 2: Continued.
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tolerance. We assessed the patients for 4 risk factors of the
metabolic syndrome, namely, high blood pressure, high tri-
glyceride, low HDL cholesterol, and hyperglycemia. Of the
100 males, 41 had no risk factor, 31 had one risk factor,
and 28 men had ≧2 risk factors.

3.2. VFA Calculated by the Triangle Method as well as That
Calculated by the Ellipse Method Showed a High Correlation
Coefficient with the VFA Calculated by CT. The correlations
betweeneachparameterof the subjects and theVFAcalculated
byUS are shown in Figures 2(a), 2(b), 2(c), 2(d), 2(e), and 2(f).
The VFA calculated by the triangle method was significantly
correlated with the waist circumference (r = 0 661, p < 0 001,
Figure 2(a)), BMI (r = 0 657, p < 0 001, Figure 2(c)), and
VFA calculated byCT (r = 0 766, p < 0 001, Figure 2(e)). Also,
theVFAcalculated by the ellipsemethodwas significantly cor-
related with the waist circumference (r = 0 685, p < 0 001,
Figure 2(b)), BMI (r = 0 655, p < 0 001, Figure 2(d)), and
VFA calculated by CT (r = 0 781, p < 0 001, Figure 2(f)).
The values that are regression coefficient (r) and significant
probability (p value) were calculated by “lm” function in R.
Among the correlations, the VFA calculated by the ellipse
method showed the strongest positive correlation with the
VFA calculated by CT.

We next assessed the correlation between each parameter
and the 4 risk factors for metabolic syndrome, namely,
hypertension, hyperglycemia, and dyslipidemia. The waist
circumference was significantly increased in the males with
≧2 risk factors as compared to that in the males without
any risk factors (Figure 2(g)). The average waist circumfer-
ence of the males with ≧2 risk factors was about 90
± 9.5 cm. The VFA calculated by CT (Fat Scan) was signifi-
cantly higher in the males with ≧2 risk factors than in the
males with no risk factors (Figure 2(h)). The average VFA
calculated by CT of the males with ≧2 risk factors was about
102± 49 cm2. The VFA calculated by each of the triangle
method and the ellipse method was similarly significantly

increased in the males with ≧2 risk factors than in the males
with no risk factors (Figures 2(i) and 2(j)).

3.3. Multiple Regression Analysis Was Effective to Enhance the
Correlation Coefficients Determined above.We used multiple
regression analysis to assess the associations between the
VFA calculated by CT and several physiological parameters.
The results of multiple regression analysis carried out with
the triangle method using the height, weight, age, waist
circumference, and BMI are shown in Figure 3(a) and
Table 3(a). The correlation coefficient obtained by this multi-
ple regression analysis carried out using the aforementioned
covariates was 0.8528. The results of the multiple regression
analysis carried out with the ellipse method using the height,
weight, age, waist circumference, and BMI are shown in
Figure 3(b) and Table 3(b). The correlation coefficient
obtained by this multiple regression analysis carried out
using the aforementioned covariates was 0.8581.

We carried out further multiple regression analysis to
investigate which combination would show the best corre-
lation with the VFA calculated by CT (Tables 3(a) and
3(b)). The highest correlation coefficient obtained using
multiple regression analysis in the triangle method was
0.8586, using weight, age, and waist circumference as
covariates. On the other hand, the highest correlation
coefficient obtained using multiple regression analysis in
the ellipse method was 0.8642, using age and BMI as
covariates. The best regression formula was obtained with
the application of the stepwise method in the ellipse
method, with age and BMI used as covariates. Since the
q-q plot of residual error is located on a straight line, nor-
mality was confirmed and p value of t-test was less than
2.2e−16. Therefore, the regression formula derived seemed
valid. In both methods, age was considered as an impor-
tant factor increasing the correlation coefficient. In fact,
multiple regression analysis using age as a covariate is
shown in the upper columns in Tables 3(a) and 3(b).

0

Triangle method

50

100

150

200
(c

m
2)

⁎

⁎

0 (n = 41) 1 (n = 31) ≧ 2 (n = 28)

Ellipse method

0

50

100

150

200

(c
m

2)

⁎

0 (n = 41) 1 (n = 31) ≧ 2 ( n =28)

⁎⁎

(i) (j)

Figure 2: The correlations between the VFA calculated by US method and each of the parameters are shown. (a) Triangle method and waist
circumference (r = 0 661). (b) Ellipse method and waist circumference (r = 0 685). (c) Triangle method and BMI (r = 0 657). (d) Ellipse
method and BMI (r = 0 655). (e) Triangle method and VFA by CT (r = 0 766). (f) Ellipse method and VFA by CT (r = 0 781). The
correlations between the risk factors for metabolic syndrome and each parameter are shown. (g) Waist circumference. (h) VFA by CT. (i)
Triangle method. (j) Ellipse method. ∗p < 0 05, ∗∗p < 0 01
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To confirm the reliability of VFA estimation by using
triangle method and ellipse method, we applied paired
t-test for both results. In this test, the alternative hypothesis
was “True difference in means not equal to 0.” The p values
were 0.9646 and 0.9185 for triangle method and ellipse
method, respectively. Therefore, the alternative hypothesis
should be rejected. And their 95 percent confidential inter-
vals were −4.061 to +3.883 and −4.100 to +3.697, and the
mean of the differences were −0.0891 and −0.2015 for each.
This analysis showed that both of US estimation methods
showed good agreement with VFA measured by CT, in
addition to their good correlation values which were
aforementioned.

We assessed the correlation between the results of the
multiple regression analysis and the 4 risk factors for meta-
bolic syndrome. The VFA calculated using multiple regres-
sion analysis with the triangle method was significantly
higher in the men with any risk factors than in those with

no risk factors (Figure 3(c)). Similarly, the VFA calculated
using multiple regression analysis with the ellipse method
was increased in the men with any risk factors (Figure 3(d)).

4. Discussion

In this study, we describe two novel US methods for estima-
tion of the abdominal VFA. The VFA calculated by the trian-
gle method as well as that determined by the ellipse method
showed a high correlation coefficient with the VFA calculated
by CT. The VFA calculated by each of these methods was sig-
nificantly increased in the men with one or more metabolic
risk factors than in those with no risk factors. In addition,
VFA calculated by these two methods with multiple regres-
sion analysis carried out using several parameters as covari-
ates showed a higher correlation coefficient with the VFA
calculated by CT.
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Table 3: Multiple regression analysis using various parameters.

(a) Containing triangle method.

Triangle method Height Weight Age Waist circumference BMl Correlation coefficient

○ × ○ ○ ○ × 0.8586435

○ × ○ ○ × × 0.8582122

○ × × ○ × ○ 0.8565199

○ ○ × ○ × ○ 0.8559084

○ × ○ ○ × ○ 0.8555399

○ ○ ○ ○ × × 0.8551473

○ × × ○ ○ ○ 0.8547307

○ ○ × ○ ○ ○ 0.8544964

○ ○ ○ ○ × ○ 0.8544280

○ × × ○ ○ × 0.8543381

○ × ○ ○ ○ ○ 0.8540807

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ × 0.8540032

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 0.8528104

○ ○ × ○ ○ × 0.8500605

○ ○ × × ○ × 0.8073538

○ × × × ○ × 0.8048660

○ × × ○ × × 0.8029817

○ ○ × × ○ ○ 0.8026849

○ × ○ × ○ ○ 0.8026364

○ ○ ○ × ○ × 0.8025610

○ × ○ × ○ × 0.8019843

○ × × × × ○ 0.8018995

○ × × × ○ ○ 0.8017493

○ ○ ○ × ○ ○ 0.8006840

○ ○ × ○ × × 0.7993090

○ × ○ × × ○ 0.7984585

○ ○ × × × ○ 0.7982493

○ ○ ○ × × × 0.7974290

○ ○ ○ × × ○ 0.7969801

○ × ○ × × × 0.7878478

○ × × × × × 0.7586674

○ ○ × × × × 0.7512694

(b) Containing ellipse method.

Ellipse method Height Weight Age Waist circumference SMI Correlation coefficient

○ × × ○ × ○ 0.8642723

○ × ○ ○ × × 0.8641731

○ ○ × ○ × ○ 0.8633550

○ × ○ ○ × ○ 0.8630552

○ ○ ○ ○ × × 0.8630401

○ × ○ ○ ○ × 0.8619440

○ ○ ○ ○ × ○ 0.8617836

○ × × ○ ○ ○ 0.8600242

○ ○ × ○ ○ ○ 0.8598155

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ × 0.8595745

○ × ○ ○ ○ ○ 0.8594486
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The triangle method and the ellipse were revealed to
be easy and accurate practical evaluation methods for the
assessment of VFA. Although both the VFA values calcu-
lated by the triangle method and the ellipse method
showed high correlation coefficients with the VFA calcu-
lated by CT, each of these methods has its own advantages
and disadvantages. The advantage of the triangle method
is that the calculation needs only US data without mea-
surement of other parameters such as the waist circumfer-
ence, although 3 points of measurement are needed, with a
high level of skill in the US technique. Furthermore, the
operation is slightly complicated owing to the use of the
belt-shaped device, and time-consuming. Meanwhile, the
ellipse method needs measurement of the waist circumfer-
ence and the operation time is shorter because only one
point of measurement by US is needed. Especially, detec-
tion of the internal surface of the rectus abdominis muscle
and the posterior wall of aorta from 2 cm to the left side
of the umbilicus (basal point) is comparatively easy by
US, even in obese subjects. In fact, the intrarater and
interrater reliability of US measurement at the basal point
were very high, and the intrarater reliability was higher for
measurement at the basal point than that at a distance of
5 cm from the basal point. (Table 1; data not shown).

In the multiple regression analysis, the age was an impor-
tant factor for both the triangle method and the ellipse
method to enhance the correlation coefficient with the VFA
calculated by CT. Muscle mass and basal metabolic rate are
known to decrease with aging, and increase of the body fat

percentage without body weight change is known to be
common in the elderly. Actually, some cross-sectional
studies have reported increased visceral fat in the elderly as
compared with that in young people for the same BMI
[37–40]. Especially, increased distribution of fat to the
trunk has been reported in elderly men and women, with
at least 50–60% of whole body fat being mainly distributed
in the abdomen. Probably, addition of age as a covariate in
the multiple regression analysis might compensate for the
amount of VFA that cannot be detected in US images
and increase the correlation coefficient. In fact, the bioelec-
trical impedance analysis also incorporates multiple regres-
sion analysis, with age added as a covariate.

In regard to other VFA calculation methods, the VFA
calculated by the bioelectrical impedance analysis showed
a correlation coefficient r of 0.88 with the VFA calculated
by CT [22]. In the previously reported US VFA calculation
methods, the result of the preperitoneal fat thickness
method showed an r value of 0.746 with the ratio of the
visceral fat to subcutaneous fat area determined by CT
[30], and that of the method involving measurement of
the distance of three abdominal segments showed a value
of r = 0 860 with the VFA calculated by CT [31]. Multiple
regression analysis revealed a good correlation between the
results of our triangle method (r = 0 8586) and ellipse
method (r = 0 86420). Especially, despite the easiest proce-
dure to measure by US, the ellipse method showed high
correlation coefficient with VFA calculated by CT. These
US methods are expected to be useful for evaluation of

Table 3: Continued.

Ellipse method Height Weight Age Waist circumference SMI Correlation coefficient

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 0.8581494

○ × × ○ ○ × 0.8564621

○ ○ × ○ ○ × 0.8529285

○ × × × × ○ 0.8162489

○ ○ × × ○ × 0.8158341

○ ○ × × × ○ 0.8134919

○ × ○ × × ○ 0.8134300

○ ○ ○ × × × 0.8130791

○ × × × ○ × 0.8122610

○ ○ ○ × × ○ 0.8122025

○ × × × ○ ○ 0.8118373

○ × × ○ × × 0.8113445

○ ○ ○ × ○ × 0.8109480

○ ○ × × ○ ○ 0.8108606

○ × ○ × ○ ○ 0.8106689

○ ○ ○ × ○ ○ 0.8093496

○ ○ × ○ × × 0.8076415

○ × ○ × ○ × 0.8066263

○ × ○ × × × 0.8010528

○ × × × × × 0.7731967

○ ○ × × × × 0.7677818

○: model containing the parameter; ×: model not containing the parameter.
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the time-course of changes of the VFA during diet ther-
apy, physical exercise, and medical intervention in longitu-
dinal studies. By these US methods, patients on dialysis or
with heart failure can also be evaluated independent of the
body moisture balance, dehydration, and body weight.
Patients taking diuretic drugs or sodium-glucose co-
transporter 2 (SGLT2) inhibitors for diabetes can also be
evaluated under disordered body water balance. These
methods could easily be used by the primary care physi-
cian or the medical check-up, instead of CT exposure.

This study had the following limitations. First, the study
participants were relatively young male volunteers, and
therefore, whether the methods are suitable for other age
groups remains unknown. Second, the sample size of this
study was small, because it was a pilot study. Further large
studies are required to assess the suitability of the triangle
and ellipse methods for women, elderly people, and patients
with metabolic syndrome. Third, whether the intrarater and
interrater reliability would still be maintained with a higher
number of examiners is unknown.

In conclusion, we devised fast and accurate ultrasono-
graphic methods for the measurement of VFA. The VFA
measured by the triangle method as well as that measured
by the ellipse method showed a high correlation coefficient
with the VFA calculated by CT. These US methods are easy
to use, noninvasive, and do not involve radiation exposure,
and the measurements can be carried out frequently. We
hope that our simple method would be widely adopted for
the evaluation of VFA.

Disclosure

Takeharu Asano is the first author.

Conflicts of Interest

Naoto Kubota has received research grants from Astellas
Pharma. Inc. and speaker honoraria from Toray Industries
Inc. and Astellas Pharma. Inc. Takashi Kadowaki has received
commitment fromHitachi Ltd. as a part of TSBMI, which is a
matching program for innovation based on an agreement
between Tokyo University and Hitachi Ltd. Takashi Kado-
waki has also received research grants from Astellas Pharma.
Inc. and speaker honoraria from Toray Industries Inc. and
Astellas Pharma. Inc. Takeharu Asano, Norihiro Koizumi,
Kazuhito Yuhashi, Hongen Liao, MamoruMitsuishi, Shigemi
Takeishi, Toshiaki Takahashi, Shin Ohnishi, Shiro Sasaki,
Ichiro Sakuma have no conflict of interest to disclose.

Authors’ Contributions

Takeharu Asano and Naoto Kubota designed the study,
performed the analyses, and helped in the manuscript writ-
ing. Shigemi Takeishi, Toshiaki Takahashi, and Shiro Sasaki
collected the data. Kazunori Itani, Tsuyoshi Mitake, and
Kazuhito Yuhashi performed the analyses and commented
on the drafts of the manuscript. Norihiro Koizumi, Hongen
Liao, and Ichiro Sakuma contributed to the interpreta-
tion and discussion of the results. Mamoru Mitsuishi,

Shin Ohnishi, and Toshiaki Takahashi conducted the study.
All authors have approved the final article.

Acknowledgments

The authors wish to express our sincere appreciation to Dr.
Hiroyuki Tsukihara (Graduate School of Medicine, Univer-
sity of Tokyo), You Zhou (Graduate School of Engineering,
University of Tokyo), and Yoko Fujihara (Hitachi, Ltd.) for
their contribution to the data analysis and preparation of
the manuscript. This work was supported by a grant for
TSBMI from theMinistry of Education, Culture, Sports, Sci-
ence and Technology of Japan, grants-in-aid for Scientific
Research in Priority Areas (A) (18209033) and (S)
(20229008) from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology of Japan (to Takashi Kadowaki).

References

[1] “Obesity: preventing and managing the global epidemic.
Report of a WHO consultation,” World Health Organization
Technical Report Series, vol. 894, pp. i–xii, 2000, 1-253.

[2] L. Guariguata, “Contribute data to the 6th edition of the IDF
diabetes atlas,” Diabetes Research and Clinical Practice,
vol. 100, no. 2, pp. 280–281, 2013.

[3] D. W. Haslam and W. P. James, “Obesity,” Lancet, vol. 366,
no. 9492, pp. 1197–1209, 2005.

[4] American Diabetes Association, “Executive summary: Stan-
dards of medical care in diabetes,” Diabetes Care, vol. 37,
Supplement 1, pp. S5–S13, 2014.

[5] A. J. Sanyal, “AGA technical review on nonalcoholic fatty liver
disease,” Gastroenterology, vol. 123, no. 5, pp. 1705–1725,
2002.

[6] Y. Matsushita, T. Nakagawa, S. Yamamoto et al., “Associations
of visceral and subcutaneous fat areas with the prevalence of
metabolic risk factor clustering in 6,292 Japanese individuals:
the Hitachi Health Study,” Diabetes Care, vol. 33, no. 9,
pp. 2117–2119, 2010.

[7] C. S. Fox, J. M. Massaro, U. Hoffmann et al., “Abdominal
visceral and subcutaneous adipose tissue compartments:
association with metabolic risk factors in the Framingham
Heart Study,” Circulation, vol. 116, no. 1, pp. 39–48,
2007.

[8] Y. Chiba, S. Saitoh, S. Takagi et al., “Relationship between
visceral fat and cardiovascular disease risk factors: the Tanno
and Sobetsu study,” Hypertension Research, vol. 30, no. 3,
pp. 229–236, 2007.

[9] E. E. Calle, M. J. Thun, J. M. Petrelli, C. Rodriguez, and C. W.
Heath Jr., “Body-mass index and mortality in a prospective
cohort of U.S. adults,” The New England Journal of Medicine,
vol. 341, no. 15, pp. 1097–1105, 1999.

[10] W. Zheng, D. F. McLerran, B. Rolland et al., “Association
between body-mass index and risk of death in more than 1
million Asians,” The New England Journal of Medicine,
vol. 364, no. 8, pp. 719–729, 2011.

[11] K. Tokunaga, Y. Matsuzawa, K. Ishikawa, and S. Tarui, “A
novel technique for the determination of body fat by computed
tomography,” International Journal of Obesity, vol. 7, no. 5,
pp. 437–445, 1983.

10 International Journal of Endocrinology



[12] A. K. Dixon, “Abdominal fat assessed by computed tomogra-
phy: sex difference in distribution,” Clinical Radiology, vol. 34,
no. 2, pp. 189–191, 1983.

[13] L. Busetto, M. B. Baggio, F. Zurlo, R. Carraro, M. Digito, and
G. Enzi, “Assessment of abdominal fat distribution in obese
patients: anthropometry versus computerized tomography,”
International Journal of Obesity and Related Metabolic
Disorders, vol. 16, no. 10, pp. 731–736, 1992.

[14] D. D. Stallone, A. J. Stunkard, T. A. Wadden, G. D. Foster,
J. Boorstein, and P. Arger, “Weight loss and body fat
distribution: a feasibility study using computed tomogra-
phy,” International Journal of Obesity, vol. 15, no. 11,
pp. 775–780, 1991.

[15] Committee to Evaluate Diagnostic Standards for Metabolic
Syndrome, “Definition and the diagnostic standard for meta-
bolic syndrome,” Nihon Naika Gakkai Zasshi (The Journal of
the Japanese Society of Internal Medicine), vol. 94, no. 4,
pp. 794–809, 2005, (in Japanese).

[16] Examination Committee of Criteria for 'Obesity Disease' in
JapanJapan Society for the Study of Obesity, “New criteria
for ‘obesity disease’ in Japan,” Circulation Journal, vol. 66,
no. 11, pp. 987–992, 2002.

[17] C. E. Tan, S. Ma, D. Wai, S. K. Chew, and E. S. Tai,
“Can we apply the National Cholesterol Education Pro-
gram Adult Treatment Panel definition of the metabolic
syndrome to Asians?” Diabetes Care, vol. 27, no. 5,
pp. 1182–1186, 2004.

[18] M. E. Lean, T. S. Han, and J. C. Seidell, “Impairment of health
and quality of life in people with large waist circumference,”
Lancet, vol. 351, no. 9106, pp. 853–856, 1998.

[19] M. C. Pouliot, J. P. Després, S. Lemieux et al., “Waist
circumference and abdominal sagittal diameter: best simple
anthropometric indexes of abdominal visceral adipose tissue
accumulation and related cardiovascular risk in men and
women,” The American Journal of Cardiology, vol. 73, no. 7,
pp. 460–468, 19941.

[20] H. C. Lukaski, P. E. Johnson, W. W. Bolonchuk, and G. I.
Lykken, “Assessment of fat-free mass using bioelectrical
impedance measurements of the human body,” The American
Journal of Clinical Nutrition, vol. 41, no. 4, pp. 810–817, 1985.

[21] H. Scharfetter, T. Schlager, R. Stollberger, R. Felsberger, H.
Hutten, and H. Hinghofer-Szalkay, “Assessing abdominal fat-
ness with local bioimpedance analysis: basics and experimental
findings,” International Journal of Obesity and Related Meta-
bolic Disorders, vol. 25, no. 4, pp. 502–511, 2001.

[22] M. Ryo, K. Maeda, T. Onda et al., “A new simple method
for the measurement of visceral fat accumulation by bio-
electrical impedance,” Diabetes Care, vol. 28, no. 2,
pp. 451–453, 2005.

[23] W. D. van Marken Lichtenbelt, K. R. Westerterp, L. Wouters,
and S. C. Luijendijk, “Validation of bioelectrical-impedance
measurements as a method to estimate body-water compart-
ments,” The American Journal of Clinical Nutrition, vol. 60,
no. 2, pp. 159–166, 1994.

[24] M. A. Staten, W. G. Totty, and W. M. Kohrt, “Measurement of
fat distribution by magnetic resonance imaging,” Investigative
Radiology, vol. 24, no. 5, pp. 345–349, 1989.

[25] C. M. de Ridder, R. W. de Boer, J. C. Seidell et al., “Body fat dis-
tribution in pubertal girls quantified by magnetic resonance
imaging,” International Journal of Obesity and Related Meta-
bolic Disorders, vol. 16, no. 6, pp. 443–449, 1992.

[26] Y. L. Chan, S. S. Leung, W. W. Lam, X. H. Peng, and C.
Metreweli, “Body fat estimation in children by magnetic res-
onance imaging, bioelectrical impedance, skinfold and body
mass index: a pilot study,” Journal of Paediatrics and Child
Health, vol. 34, no. 1, pp. 22–28, 1998.

[27] S. Caprio, L. D. Hyman, S. McCarthy, R. Lange, M. Bronson,
and W. V. Tamborlane, “Fat distribution and cardiovascular
risk factors in obese adolescent girls: importance of the
intraabdominal fat depot,” The American Journal of Clinical
Nutrition, vol. 64, no. 1, pp. 12–17, 1996.

[28] F. Armellini, M. Zamboni, L. Rigo et al., “The contribu-
tion of sonography to the measurement of intra-
abdominal fat,” Journal of Clinical Ultrasound, vol. 18, no. 7,
pp. 563–567, 1990.

[29] A. E. Pontiroli, P. Pizzocri, M. Giacomelli et al., “Ultrasound
measurement of visceral and subcutaneous fat in morbidly
obese patients before and after laparoscopic adjustable gastric
banding: comparisonwith computerized tomography andwith
anthropometric measurements,”Obesity Surgery, vol. 12, no. 5,
pp. 648–651, 2002.

[30] R. Suzuki, S. Watanabe, Y. Hirai et al., “Abdominal wall fat
index, estimated by ultrasonography, for assessment of the
ratio of visceral fat to subcutaneous fat in the abdomen,” The
American Journal of Medicine, vol. 95, no. 3, pp. 309–314,
1993.

[31] M. Hirooka, T. Kumagi, K. Kurose et al., “A technique for
the measurement of visceral fat by ultrasonography: com-
parison of measurements by ultrasonography and computed
tomography,” Internal Medicine, vol. 44, no. 8, pp. 794–799,
2005.

[32] F. F. Ribeiro-Filho, A. N. Faria, S. Azjen, M. T. Zanella, and S.
R. Ferreira, “Methods of estimation of visceral fat: advantages
of ultrasonography,” Obesity Research, vol. 11, no. 12,
pp. 1488–1494, 2003.

[33] D. R.Wagner, “Ultrasound as a tool to assess body fat,” Journal
of Obesity, vol. 2013, Article ID 280713, 9 pages, 2013.

[34] T. Nakamura, Y. Matsuzawa, T. Yoshizumi, and K. Tokunaga,
“The measurement of fat distribution by computed tomogra-
phy,” Nihon Rinsho, vol. 53 Supplement, pp. 209–214, 1995.

[35] Y. Zhou, N. Koizumi, N. Kubota et al., “Fast and accurate
ultrasonography for visceral fat measurement,”Medical Image
Computing and Computer-Assisted Intervention, vol. 13,
no. Part 2, pp. 50–58, 2010.

[36] S. M. Grundy, J. I. Cleeman, S. R. Daniels et al., “Diagnosis
and management of the metabolic syndrome: an American
Heart Association/National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute
Scientific Statement,” Circulation, vol. 112, no. 17, pp. 2735–
2752, 2005.

[37] M. Sugihara, R. Oka, M. Sakurai et al., “Age-related changes
in abdominal fat distribution in Japanese adults in the
general population,” Internal Medicine, vol. 50, no. 7,
pp. 679–685, 2011.

[38] G. Enzi, M. Gasparo, P. R. Biondetti, D. Fiore, M. Semisa, and
F. Zurlo, “Subcutaneous and visceral fat distribution according
to sex, age, and overweight, evaluated by computed tomography,”
The American Journal of Clinical Nutrition, vol. 44, no. 6,
pp. 739–746, 1986.

[39] J. L. Kuk, S. Lee, S. B. Heymsfield, and R. Ross, “Waist circum-
ference and abdominal adipose tissue distribution: influence of
age and sex,” The American Journal of Clinical Nutrition,
vol. 81, no. 6, pp. 1330–1334, 2005.

11International Journal of Endocrinology



[40] J. Machann, C. Thamer, B. Schnoedt et al., “Age and gender
related effects on adipose tissue compartments of subjects with
increased risk for type 2 diabetes: a whole body MRI/MRS
study,” Magma, vol. 18, no. 3, pp. 128–137, 2005.

12 International Journal of Endocrinology



Submit your manuscripts at
https://www.hindawi.com

Stem Cells
International

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

MEDIATORS
INFLAMMATION

of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Behavioural 
Neurology

Endocrinology
International Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Disease Markers

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

BioMed 
Research International

Oncology
Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Oxidative Medicine and 
Cellular Longevity

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

PPAR Research

The Scientific 
World Journal
Hindawi Publishing Corporation 
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Immunology Research
Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Journal of

Obesity
Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

 Computational and  
Mathematical Methods 
in Medicine

Ophthalmology
Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Diabetes Research
Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Research and Treatment
AIDS

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Gastroenterology 
Research and Practice

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Parkinson’s 
Disease

Evidence-Based 
Complementary and 
Alternative Medicine

Volume 2014
Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com


