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This research work explored and compared the experimental performance of a solar still having novel octagonal-pyramid shape
with a single slope solar still. It is found that the novel still provides twice distillation compared with conventional still. The
experiments also evaluated the desalination productivity of octagonal-pyramid solar still by varying the depth of saline water
inside the basin and angle of inclination of glass cover. It is observed that the optimum condition for high distillation is
obtained when depth of water inside the basin is 5 cm with angle of inclination of glass cover which is 30°. Four types of water,
ie., underground borewell water, sea water, leather industry effluent, and plastic industry effluent were also used to see the
effect on distillation. Results showed that underground borewell water provides high distillation due to low density.
Furthermore, the performance of the octagonal-pyramid solar still is enhanced by adding different latent heat and sensible heat
materials in the octagonal-pyramid solar still. Hence, the addition of brick to the octagonal-pyramid still yields the highest
productivity compared to incorporation of paraffin wax. Hence, it can be concluded that the octagonal design of the solar still
has shown an increased productivity when compared to a single slope solar still (conventional still) under all the conditions.

1. Introduction plete solution for this problem. There are numerous ways to

desalinate sea water and waste water into fresh water [1, 2].
The fresh water resources are getting polluted alongside the ~ The simplest and cost-effective method is using solar still for
demand for fresh water which is increasing day by day due  distillation. Since the daily productivity of a conventional
to modernization. Water reclamation could bring the com-  single slope solar still is very low, hence, in this paper,
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modification in design is made to improve the productivity.
Various research experiments are being performed to increase
the distillate productivity of a solar still. Wind velocity, solar
radiation, still basin area, water surface area, and water depth
and glass cover temperature are some of the influences that
affect the daily efficiency of a solar still [3-5].

Single-basin single-slope solar stills are the conven-
tional stills used for desalination of water which works
on the basic condensation principle. Though the construc-
tion or design of single-basin solar still is simple and con-
structive cost is cheap and requires low maintenance cost,
with the same setup, the productivity cannot be increased
[6]. Hence, in order to increase the quality and quantity of
the fresh water, the distilled water for drinking and irriga-
tion purpose single-basin solar still is ministering modifi-
cations. With the view to overcome the limitations of a
single-basin solar still, various modifications to the solar
still have been proposed such as double-slope solar still,
multistage solar still, stepped solar still, and wick-type
solar still. With a flat plate collector enclosed to a single-
basin solar still, an improvement of 52% in the productiv-
ity was shown. Double glass cover on a single-slope basin
also achieved high productivity by running cool water
between the double glass cover. A stepped solar still effec-
tively showed an increase in the daily productivity [7-9].
A stepped solar still with a flashing chamber was con-
structed and investigated by experimenting on a stepped
solar still with and without a reflector to illustrate that
there was a 20% increase in the daily efficiency of produc-
tivity compared to conventional solar still [10].

Later, researchers improved the work efficiency of the
solar still by adding wick, fins, and various thermal
energy storage materials into the still. Basin-type stepped
solar still with wick-type still showed high efficiency in
terms of productivity. The wick-type evaporator collector
system showed an increase in overall efficiency when
compared to the basin-type system [11-13]. Various types
of wick materials to innumerable absorber plate designs
discovered the most productive as 4.28 L per day while
utilising a wire mesh stepped-type absorber plate made
up of coral fleece. The research also developed a multiba-
sin solar still added to thermal storage materials in order
to increase the performance of the still even in the
absence of sunlight [14]. Sensible heat resources such as
sand, cement, and glass, as well as latent heat storage
materials like wax, were used and found the increased
productivity as 73% when compared to traditional solar
panels. Experiments with different water nanofluids in
basin also showed remarkable improvement in the perfor-
mances. Incorporated sensible heat storage materials like
cement concrete bits, quartzite rock, washed pebbles, iron
scraps, and red brick bits into the still found that adding
of an inch quartzite rock showed increased productivity
than the other materials [15-18].

In this paper, a novel octagonal-pyramid solar still is
developed to improve the desalination productivity of the
solar still. The basin of the still is octagonal in shape,
and condensing glass covers are slanted over each side of
the basin giving it a pyramidal shape. The narrowing effect
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FIGURE 1: Schematic diagram of the octagonal-pyramid solar still.

FIGURE 2: Photograph of experimental setup of the octagonal-
pyramid solar still.

of the pyramidal glass cover will be an aid in enhancing
the laminar flow of water vapour without any disruption
[19, 20]. The pyramidal shape of the glass cover circulates
the wind around the structure which causes a decrease in
glass surface temperature. The difference in temperature
between the saline water and the glass cover will enhance
the condensation process and thus increase the daily pro-
ductivity of the still [21]. The hourly desalinate production
of the both conventional solar still and the new solar still
has been measured. The octagonal-pyramid solar still is
erected in the month of May, 2021, in Ramanathapuram,
Tamil Nadu, India.

2. Experimental Setup

A conventional single-slope solar still and an octagonal-
pyramid solar still were planned and erected to compare
the performance of solar desalination. The base and the side
walls are built using galvanized steel sheets of 1.6 mm thick-
ness [22, 23]. The base area of the still is 0.36m>
(0.6 mlength x 0.6 m breadth). The taller side wall has a
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FIGURE 3: Variation of basin water temperature, glass temperature, and solar radiation of the conventional and octagonal-pyramid solar still.

height of 0.5m and the shorter side wall has 0.2m. To
increase the absorptive, black paint has been applied to the
basin’s interior surface [24-26]. The basin is protected with
glass which allows the solar radiation to reach the basin plate
and also acts as the condensing surface. Tempered glass is
used in the experiment as it has a solar transmittance of
91% for the incident solar radiation and has high wet ability.
The glass cover is slanted horizontally over the basin at an
angle of 30 degrees.

An octagonal-shaped base with each side of length
248.5mm is cut. The side walls of height 200 mm are fabri-
cated over the base. The base and the side walls are built
using galvanized steel sheets of 1.6 mm thickness. Eight sides
of the octagonal basin are sealed with a glass cover in the
shape of octagonal pyramid as given in Figure 1. The photo-
graph of the complete experimental setup of the octagonal-
pyramid solar still is shown in Figure 2.

The water to be desalinated is filled in the basin. On
account of incidence of solar radiation, the temperature of
the water inside the basin increases and the water evapo-
rates. The water vapour gets condensed on reaching the glass
cover. The condensed water was collected in a trough placed
at the bottom of the glass cover.

A wired digital thermometer is used to accurately mea-
sure the temperature of the water and the glass of +1°C.
Instantaneously, a solarimeter was used to measure the
intensity of solar radiation + 1 W/m> A digital vane ane-
mometer is used to measure the wind velocity with an accu-
racy of +0.1m/s. A calibrated measuring jar having 2L
capacity with an accuracy of 5mL is used to measure the
hourly distillate yield.

Experiments were conducted at Ramanathapuram,
Tamil Nadu, India, during May 2019. For every one hour,

solar radiation, wind velocity, basin plate temperature, water
to be treated, glass cover, and distilled water were measured.
The experiment was conducted on both the conventional
and the octagonal-pyramid solar stills, and the hourly yield
is measured. The hourly yield of the octagonal-pyramid
solar still was measured by the following:

(i) Varying the depth of saline water inside the basin, /
(if) Varying the angle of inclination of glass cover, K

(iii) Adding latent heat and sensible heat materials, viz.,
paraffin wax and brick

(iv) Changing the type of liquid to be distilled, viz.,
underground borewell water, sea water, leather
industrial waste liquid, and plastic industrial waste
liquid

3. Results and Discussion

Ambient temperature measured at Ramanathapuram, Tamil
Nadu, is varied between 38" and 42°. Wind velocity and solar
radiation intensity were measured.

3.1. The Effect of Solar Radiation on the Solar Still’s
Performance. Basin water temperature and glass temperature
are measured for both conventional and octagonal-pyramid
solar stills after every hour. Figure 3 demonstrates how the
temperature of the basin, temperature of glass, and intensity
of solar radiation changed over time. It is experiential that
the water temperature increases as solar radiation increases.
The temperature of the basin rises till it reaches a maximum
value around noon and decreases subsequently as the solar
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radiation decreases. It is also observed that the octagonal-
pyramid still shows a lower glass temperature value than a
conventional still. It is to be noted that this decrease in the
glass temperature is caused due to its conical shape nearly
possessed by octagonal-pyramid still.

3.2. Hourly Desalination Productivity of the Conventional
and Octagonal-Pyramid Solar Still. The hourly variation of
desalinated water productivity for conventional and
octagonal-pyramid stills is shown in Figure 4. In this exper-
iment, underground borewell water is used as saline water in
the solar stills. The depth of saline water is 5cm, and the
angle of glass cover is 30 degrees. It is observed that desali-
nated productivity increases slowly from zero in the early
hours and reaches a maximum value around noon. Both
the stills take time to increase from value zero because the
water takes time to get heated up to transform into vapour
state. The productivity in the afternoon decreases gradually
as the solar radiation decreases. The octagonal-pyramid still
shows a higher productivity than the conventional still. The
hourly productivity obtained on using octagonal-pyramid
still is more than twice that of the conventional still.

3.3. Performance of the Octagonal-Pyramid Solar Still on
Varying Saline Water Depths. The desalination productivity
of the octagonal-pyramid solar still at various saline water
depths (h) is shown in Figure 5. Borewell water is used as
saline water to find the optimum saline water depth in the
octagonal-pyramid solar still. The saline water depths are
5cm, 10 cm, and 15 cm with a fixed glass cover angle of incli-
nation of 30 degrees. It is observed that the increase in water
depth decreases the productivity of the still.
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FIGURE 5: Productivity of various water depths of the octagonal-
pyramid solar still.
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FIGURE 6: Productivity of various glass cover angles of the
octagonal-pyramid solar still.

The highest productivity is achieved at the lowest depth
of 5cm. The factors that contributed to achieve increased
productivity are the lower depth of water, decreased mass
of the water, and the eventual specific increased heat capac-
ity of the water.

3.4. Performance of the Octagonal-Pyramid Solar Still on
Varying the Angle of Inclination of Glass Cover. The varia-
tion in desalination productivity is observed by changing
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FIGURE 7: Effect of latent heat and sensible heat materials in the octagonal-pyramid solar still.

the angle of glass cover (6). The angle of glass cover is varied
from 30°, 35° to 40°. Borewell water is used as a saline water,
and a uniform saline water depth of 5cm is used in this
experiment. The hourly desalination productivity at various
angles of glass cover in the octagonal-pyramid solar still is
shown in Figure 6. The experimental results show that the
change in angle of inclination affects the desalination pro-
ductivity of the still. It is seen that the octagonal-pyramid
solar still yields the highest cumulative distillate for 6 = 30°.

3.5. Performance of the Octagonal-Pyramid Solar Still on
Adding Latent Heat and Sensible Heat Materials. Latent heat
and sensible heat materials are the thermal storage materials
added separately inside the still so that the high heat is main-
tained inside the basin. The latent heat and sensible heat
materials used in the experiment are paraffin wax and brick,
respectively. Initially, paraffin wax is stored in a small
stainless-steel container which is half-filled and placed in a
basin area of the still. As the basin water temperature
increases, the paraffin wax absorbs the heat and melts inside
the small container and supply heat to the saline water.
After experimenting with paraffin wax, a brick is added
in the basin area of saline water. The brick absorbs heat from
the saline water and releases additional heat to the saline
water inside the still. Underground borewell water is the
saline water used in this experiment. The octagonal pyramid
maintains an angle of glass cover at 30° and the saline water
depth of 5cm throughout the experiment. The increased
desalination productivity due to the addition of latent heat
and sensible heat materials is shown in Figure 7. Following
the addition of the thermal heat storage materials, the basin
water temperature rises in the late afternoon. The addition
of brick to the octagonal-pyramid still yields the highest pro-
ductivity compared to incorporation of paraffin wax.
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FIGURE 8: Productivity of underground water, sea water, leather
industry waste, and plastic industry waste in the octagonal-
pyramid solar still.

3.6. Performance of the Octagonal-Pyramid Solar Still for
Different Types of Liquid. In this experiment, four types of
saline liquids are used for desalination in the octagonal-
pyramid solar still. The four liquids are underground bore-
well water, sea water, leather industry effluent, and plastic
industry effluent. The desalination productivity of four lig-
uids is given in Figure 8. The still shows higher desalination
productivity for underground borewell water than other lig-
uids. It is because of low density and low salinity in under-
ground borewell water.
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3.7. Chemical Examination. The four types of saline water
are tested in the laboratory of Tamil Nadu Water Supply
and Drainage board Sivagangai, Tamil Nadu, India. The lab-
oratory results of four types of saline water and their desali-
nated types are shown in Table 1. The chemical examination
of desalinated water shows that it can be used for domestic
purpose.

3.8. Economic Analysis. The octagonal-pyramid solar still’s
economic analysis is calculated and tabulated in Table 2.
The payback period of the octagonal-pyramid solar still
can be calculated using the fabrication and maintenance cost
of the still. The payback period of the octagonal-pyramid
solar still has 276 days [27-29].

4. Conclusion

Successful functioning of the octagonal-pyramid solar still
has been demonstrated by subjecting it to a series of experi-
mental tests. The performance of the octagonal-pyramid
solar still is experimentally compared with a conventional
single-slope solar still. The results of experiments showed
that the productivity in case of the octagonal-pyramid solar
still has increased more than twice than that of the conven-
tional still. The optimum values for maximum productivity
are obtained when

(i) the depth of water inside the basin h =5cm

(ii) angle of inclination of glass cover 6 = 30°

The novel developed solar still also showed better effi-
ciency when coupled with latent heat and sensible heat
material, viz., paraffin wax and brick. The comparative anal-
ysis showed an increased the productivity of 9.18% by add-
ing a brick. The experimental results also showed that the
still is suitable for the desalination of different types of lig-
uid, viz., underground borewell water, sea water, leather
industry waste liquid, and plastic industry waste liquid.
Among these liquids, the best efficiency is obtained for
underground borewell water due to low density.
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