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Patients diagnosed as STDR
(n=132) and mild NPDR
(n=281)

Excluded (n=97):
n=18: missing data on key variables
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Case-control set:
STDR group (n=106) and mild
NPDR group (n=200)

P n=25: missing of plasma
n=54: the listed exlusion criteria
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Comparison between groups:
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T2DM with mild NPDR (n=110)

Actual STDR

sensitivity, specificity, and AUC

External validation (follow-up period was 36 months)



