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With the increasing number of virtual power plants (VPP) participating in market transactions, the joint operation and energy
sharing mode of multiple virtual power plants (multi-VPP) has attracted attention. A peer aggregation model for the multi-VPP
energy sharing is proposed based on sharing price. At the VPP autonomous optimization level, each VPP operator formulates an
autonomous optimization strategy based on the price incentives and the internal resource parameters and adopts a robust
optimization method to improve the strategy’s robustness. At the overall level, a sharing level index is introduced to formulate the
sharing price mechanism and an overall sharing strategy is proposed. Te case simulation results show that compared with the
independent operation of each VPP, participating in energy sharing can efectively promote the overall consumption of renewable
energy and the overall operating cost is reduced by 18%. Te introduction of the sharing level index into the sharing price can
efectively improve the rationality of the formulated sharing price, and the net electricity load fuctuation has a greater impact on
the system cost than the thermal load fuctuation.

1. Introduction

With the increasing penetration of distributed energy
resource (DER), higher requirements are put forward for
the fexibility and stability of the large-scale distributed
energy power grid-connected system [1–3]. Virtual power
plant (VPP) is a power supply coordination management
system that participates in the electricity market and
power grid operation as a special power plant to realize the
aggregation and coordination optimization of all kinds of
DERs, including distributed generation, energy storage
system, and controllable load and electric vehicle [4]. Te
proposal of a VPP is one of the important technologies to
achieve fexible regulation and coordinated utilization of
DERs [5, 6].

In recent years, domestic and foreign scholars have
carried out extensive research on the scheduling optimi-
zation of single VPP [7–9] and the bidding strategy of VPP
participating in market competition [10]. With further
opening up of the electricity market, more and more VPPs

belonging to diferent stakeholders begin to participate in
electricity market transactions. Terefore, research on VPP
is no longer limited to the optimal management of internal
resources and has begun to shift to the multi-VPP joint
operation and the energy sharing [11].

In reference [12], a multi-VPP noncooperative game
model was established, considering the infuence of other
VPP operation strategies on its own operation strategy, and
the model provides ideas for the VPP to participate in the
power market competition. Te authors of reference [13]
built a multi-VPP cooperative game framework based on the
block-chain technology, solved the compatibility problem of
multi-VPP centralized control, and realized the information
interaction and resource sharing among multi-VPPs. Qiu
et al. [14] utilized the proft of VPPs to build a non-
cooperative game model based on the Nash equilibrium,
taking into account the economy of power grid and the
rationality of bidding of each VPP. In reference [15], a hy-
brid game-based distribution network, the multi-VPP co-
operative strategy, is proposed, and the game model can
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efectively improve the network’s benefts when the interests
of lower-level VPPs are taken into account.

However, it is difcult to realize the complex game and
analysis of multiagent interests in practical operation. Tere-
fore, in reference [16], an optimal pricing strategy for contract
price is built by considering the electricity transactions among
multi-VPP. In reference [17], a fuzzy chance constrained
source-grid-load coordinated optimal operation method is
proposed based on the multiagent system and the multilevel
electricity price response mechanism but the level of in-
teraction between the subjects is not considered. In reference
[18], a hierarchical coordinated optimization strategy for the
multimicrogrid system is proposed but uncertainties are not
taken into account when formulating the autonomous strat-
egies. In reference [19], a novel concept of energy shift (ES) was
defned, and a market scheme is proposed considering the
marginal utility of ES and the transaction between ES and the
energy level (EL) so as to integrate VPPs well.

In this paper, a multi-VPP energy sharing model based on
a peer aggregation is proposed. First, the multi-VPP energy
sharing framework is constructed, the energy sharing center is
introduced, and themulti-VPP energy sharing peer aggregation
model driven by sharing price is proposed. Second, at the VPP
autonomous optimization level, a robust optimization algo-
rithm is used to provide robust decisions against the uncertainty
of VPP’s internal load and renewable energy, and the auton-
omous optimization strategy considering the uncertainty of
DERs and price incentive signals within each VPP is formu-
lated, so that the supply-demand information is reported to the
energy sharing center. On the whole, the overall sharing strategy
is proposed. Te energy sharing center aggregates and analyzes
the sharing information according to the sharing price
mechanism and generates the sharing price incentive.Te price
incentive is released to each VPP to encourage each VPP to
participate in the energy sharing, forming an autonomous
optimization and interactive iteration of overall sharing. Finally,
an example is given to show its efectiveness.

2. Multi-VPP Energy Sharing Framework and
the Energy Sharing Model

2.1. Energy Sharing Framework of the VPP Cluster. VPP can
gather independent DER together to participate in electricity
market transactions. However, the interaction between
single VPP and power grid is limited by the market envi-
ronment, access rules, and physical characteristics, which
can easily lead to insufcient wind and photovoltaic con-
sumption and waste of resources. With the continuous
opening up of the electricity market, the VPP involved in
electricity market transactions has diversifed. First of all,
each VPP belongs to diferent stakeholders and is relatively
independent. Its operation strategy and internal data have
certain privacy. When formulating the joint operation
strategy of multi-VPP, the coordination and interaction
between each VPP should be fully considered [20]. In ad-
dition, in the coordinated scheduling of multi-VPP, only the
maximization of the overall beneft is usually considered,
and the energy complementarity between VPPs and the
compensation optimization of electricity price are ignored.

If all the electricity in VPPs is uniformly cleared according to
themarket competition or the electricity price in the external
market, it will inevitably cause damage to some VPP benefts
and afect their enthusiasm for participating in the joint
operation, thus afecting the overall operation stability and
beneft.

Tis paper constructs a VPP cluster (VPPC) containing
multi-VPP and introduces an energy sharing center. Te
VPPC energy sharing framework is shown in Figure 1. Te
energy sharing center is a management center established to
assist with the energy coordination and sharing in VPPC. Its
main role is to match the internal supply-demand in-
formation of VPPC and make a reasonable sharing price.

2.2. A Peer Aggregation Model of Energy Sharing. Te
established peer aggregation model of VPPC energy sharing
is shown in Figure 2. According to the price incentive signals
and the distributed energy parameters such as wind turbine
(WT), photovoltaic (PV), energy storage system (ESS), and
combined heat and power (CHP), VPP operators will make
internal autonomous optimization strategies to obtain in-
ternal supply-demand information and report the in-
formation to the energy sharing center.

According to the sharing price strategy, the energy
sharing center aggregates and analyzes the overall supply
and demand information of VPPC, generates a new price
incentive signal, and then publishes the price incentive signal
to each VPP. Each VPP will remake the internal autonomy
optimization strategy according to the new price incentive
signal and report the new supply-demand information to the
energy sharing center, so as to form the interaction between
the internal autonomous optimization of VPP and the
overall coordination and sharing and realize energy sharing.

3. VPP Autonomous Optimization Strategies

Each VPP operator formulates an autonomous optimization
strategy with a minimum operating cost based on the in-
ternal resource parameters and the sharing price incentive
signals.

3.1. Objective Function. Te operating cost of VPP mainly
considers the internal purchase and sale income of VPP, the
fuel cost of the CHP unit, and the maintenance cost of
energy storage equipment. Its operating cost function is as
follows:
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where T is the total scheduling period; Pt
GT is the power of

gas turbine (GT) at time t (kW); HGT
t is the heat power of gas

boiler (GB) at time t (kW); cCHP is the fuel cost coefcient
($/kW); I

buy
t is the sharing purchase price and Isellt is the

sharing sell price within VPPC at time t ($/kW); P
buy
t and

Pt
sell are the electricity demand and supply of VPP,
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respectively, at time t (kW); Pt
cha andPt

dis are the charge and
discharge power of ESS, respectively, at time t (kW); and λESS
is the scheduling cost coefcient of ESS ($/kW).

Te objective function in equation (1) is enforced as
follows:
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Figure 1: VPPC energy sharing framework.
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where the subscripts “max” and “min” indicate the upper
and lower limits, respectively.

Te constraints of ESS are given in equation (2). Ucha
t and

Udis
t are the 0-1 variables of ESS charge and discharge state,

respectively, and ςcha and ςdis are the charge and discharge
efciency coefcients of ESS, respectively. Et is the state of
charge (SOC) of ESS at time t, and σ is the self-discharge rate
of ESS.

Equation (3) is the running constraints of PV, WT, GT,
heat pump (HP), and GB. PPV

t , PWT
t , and PHP

t are the power
of PV, WT, and HP, respectively, at time t (kW). Te
maximum and minimum purchase and sell power of VPP
are given in equation (4).

3.2. Uncertain Energy Output Formulation. Te renewable
energy output and load consumption in VPP are usually
obtained by prediction, while the existing prediction
methods cannot accurately predict its power. Terefore, it is
of practical signifcance to consider renewable energy and
load uncertainty when formulating autonomous optimiza-
tion strategies. In order to improve the robustness of
scheduling results, the worst-case energy balance constraints
are constructed by referring to some robust optimization
algorithms [21]. Te equations are as follows.

3.2.1. Electrical Power Balance
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In equation (5), PLoad
t is the electricity load at time t

(kW). ηl
p,t, ηu
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portional deviations for the random electricity load, PV
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troduced to adjust the ranges of uncertainty for the net
electricity load (PLoad

t − PWT
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t ).

3.2.2. Heating Power Balance
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In equation (6), HLoad
t is the heat load at time t (kW).

HGT
t , Ht

GB, and HHP
t are the heat power of GT, GB, and HP

at time t (kW). ηl
h,t and ηu

h,t are the proportional deviations
for the heat load, and ∆Hl

load,t and ∆Hu
load,t are the allowed

maximum deviations. Γh is the cardinality budget, which is
introduced to adjust the ranges of uncertainty for the
heat load.

VPP autonomous optimization is a min-max optimi-
zation problem. In order to make the above robust opti-
mization problem easy to solve, we introduce the dual
variables to convert the maximization problems into the
minimization problems, and it can be expressed as follows:
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where λp, λh, μl
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3.3. Overall Coordination and the Sharing Strategy. In order
to form the energy sharing within the VPPC, the internal
sharing price is used to promote the interaction among VPPs
and the internal sharing price is between the prices set by the
power grid.Tat is, the internal sharing sale price of VPPC is
higher than that of direct selling electricity to the power grid,
and the sharing purchase price is lower than that of direct
purchasing electricity from the power grid. At this time, each
VPP will actively participate in the internal sharing in order
to improve operational benefts. As a result, based on the
economic principle that price is inversely proportional to
supply-demand ratio [22], the sharing price can be expressed
as follows:
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where O
buy
t and Osell

t are the power grid electricity prices at
time t ($/kW); Psell

i,t and P
buy
i,t are the power sold and pur-

chased by i-th VPP at time t (kW); Mt is the middle
electricity price at time t ($/kW), ωt is the VPPC overall
supply-demand ratio at time t; and δt is the reciprocal of ωt.

When ωt � 1, assuming that the profts of both parties are
the same, the internal price should be the average of the
power grid purchase and sale price [18]. It can be seen from
equations (8) and (9) that if the supply-demand ratio and the
grid electricity purchase and sale price are fxed values in
diferent periods, the corresponding sharing price in dif-
ferent periods is the same. Tis makes the sharing price
function unable to refect changes in the overall sharing
level. Terefore, in order to further consider the impact of
the overall level of sharing in the formulation of sharing
prices, we add the following amendments to the middle
price:
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where S
power
t is the VPPC sharing level index and Spowermax is the

maximum index in a single period; θpower,buy and θpower,sell
are the purchase and sale status indices, respectively, and
θpower,sell is larger than θpower,buy; α is a constant; and 1≤ α≤ 2,
for example, generally take 1.2.

3.4. Sharing Process. Te sharing process is shown in Fig-
ure 3. First, we initialize the VPP resource parameters and
set the iteration convergence criterion. Second, we set the
initial sharing price. Since there is no information aggre-
gation, the initial sharing price is the price of electricity
purchased and sold by the grid. Last, each VPP makes an
autonomous optimization strategy to obtain their supply-
demand information and report it to the energy sharing
center. Te energy sharing center makes a new sharing price
for each VPP according to the aggregation analysis of
supply-demand information based on the sharing price
strategy to achieve interactive iteration. Once the price
change of the two iterations is less than the set value of
iteration convergence, the energy sharing and comple-
mentary coupling within the VPPC are completed.

Te price iteration convergence criterion is as follows:

∆I
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where ∆Isellt and ∆I
buy
t are the changes of two iterations,

respectively, ε is the set value of iteration convergence, and i
is the current number of iterations.

4. Case Study

AVPPC consisting of VPP1, VPP2, and VPP3 is used for the
numerical analysis, and the three VPPs have similar geo-
graphical locations and obvious diferences in power gen-
eration and load characteristics. VPP1’s load is an industrial
load. VPP2’s load is a commercial load. VPP3’s load is
a resident load. Te DERs of VPP1 and VPP3 are both wind
turbines, and the DER of VPP2 is PV power generation.
Figure 4 shows the change curves of the electricity load, heat
load, and WT/PV output of VPP1∼VPP3 (the data refer to
reference [23]). It can be seen from Figure 4 that VPP1
maintains a higher electricity load level from 6:00 to 20:00,
but VPP3 has an electricity peak only in the evening. VPP2
has two electricity peaks at the periods 5:00–8:00 and 17:
00–20:00.

Te parameters of time-of-use electricity price in
24 hours are the same as in reference [15], and among them,
the electricity purchase price refers to reference [23].

From 23:00 today to 7:00 the next day, the purchase price
is 0.4 $/kWh and the sale price is 0.2 $/kWh.

From 7:00 to 11:00 and from 14:00 to 18:00, the purchase
price is 0.75 $/kWh and the sale price is 0.4 $/kWh.

From 11:00 to 14:00 and from 18:00 to 23:00, the pur-
chase price is 1.2 $/kWh and the sale price is 0.6 $/kWh.
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Figure 4: Load and power output curves of VPPs. (a) VPP1. (b) VPP2. (c) VPP3.
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Tis example is only used for the simulation verifcation
in this paper and does not combine with the actual system
parameters.

4.1. Result Analysis. Te dispatch results of each VPP par-
ticipating in energy sharing are shown in Figures 5–7. It can
be seen from Figures 5–7 that each VPP achieves the
electricity power balance and the heat power balance, and
the optimization results are efective.

It can be seen from Figures 4(a) and 5 that due to the
industrial load within VPP1, there is a large demand to meet
and has been in the state of purchasing electricity from other
VPPs or the power grid in the period 6:00–18:00. In other
periods, VPP1 has a smaller electricity load and a larger wind
power output. VPP1 is oversupplied; due to the CHP works
in the “ordering power by heat” mode, it can sell electricity to
other VPPs or the power grid. Trough energy sharing,
VPP1 can consume the surplus wind power resources within
it and can also sell electricity to other VPPs in the VPPC
under the guidance of the sharing price.

It can be seen from Figures 4(b) and 6 that at two
electricity peaks of VPP2, the PV output is at a low level, but
VPP1 and VPP3 have more electricity surpluses, so VPP2
can purchase electricity from other VPPs to meet load
demands by energy sharing. In the period 9:00–15:00,
VPP2’s PV output is at a high level and the load is in the low
stage. At this time, VPP2 can sell electricity to the outside
through the energy sharing center to reduce the phenom-
enon of light abandonment.

It can be seen from Figures 4(c) and 7 that VPP3’s WT
output is relatively stable throughout the day, and the in-
ternal resident load only in the evening has a higher load
demand, so VPP3 has the residual energy supply to
other VPPs.

Combined with the power balance analysis of the three
abovementioned VPPs, it can be seen that although the
power generation and load characteristics of each VPP are
signifcantly diferent, the buying and selling behaviors are
generally consistent. Te energy sharing reduces each VPP’s
operating costs and operational pressure. Te internal ESS,
GT, and other resources can also cooperate well with the
operation of each VPP.

4.2. Sharing Strategy Analysis. Te mechanism of changing
sharing prices with the supply-demand ratio is depicted in
Figure 8. In Figure 8, the sharing price 1 is the period
S
power
t < 0 and the sharing price 2 is the period S

power
t > 0. It

can be seen from Figure 8 that in the same period of supply-
demand ratio and electricity price, the sharing price with
large S

power
t is low and the sharing price with small S

power
t is

high. Terefore, internal energy sharing is preferred when
the overall sharing level is low and VPPs reduce interaction
with the power grid to ensure economic beneft.

Figure 9 shows the electricity price mechanism diagram
at each moment. It can be seen that the actual price satisfes
the fact that the sharing price is always between the grid
purchase price and sale price, and the sharing sale price is
lower than the sharing purchase price, which verifes the
rationality of the established sharing price.

It can be seen from Figure 9 that the supply is less than the
demand in the periods 5:00–7:00, 14:00–15:00, and 19:00–20:00
and the transaction price is higher; in the period 8:00–13:00,
supply exceeds demand and the transaction price is low. On the
other hand, combining with Figure 8, we can see that the
overall sharing level is refected by the intermediate price. Te
sharing price is higher than the middle price, VPPC presents
a purchasing state, and the overall level of sharing is low.On the
contrary, the overall level of sharing is high.
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Figure 5: Dispatch results by VPP1. (a) Electricity power balance. (b) Heat power balance.
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To further embody the superiority of energy sharing, we
compare the total operating cost of each VPP running
separately and participating in coordinated operation. Te
total cost of each VPP running independently is 32124.5 $
and the total cost of participating in energy sharing is
26314.0 $. Te cost is reduced by 18%.

Using the proposed pricing scheme in references
[18, 22], the operation costs are 26411.0 $ and 26238.7 $,
which are basically similar to this paper. Terefore, the
internal energy interactions are further compared, as shown

in Table 1. From Table 1, it can be seen that the internal
energy interactions in this paper are signifcantly enhanced,
which is conducive to promote the consumption of re-
newable energy and reduce the interaction with the grid.

4.3. Robust Parameter Analysis. In order to verify the in-
fuence of budget cardinality selection on the conservative
degree of autonomous optimization strategy formulation,
we select VPP1 to interact with the power grid alone as an
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Figure 6: Dispatch results by VPP2. (a) Electricity power balance. (b) Heat power balance.
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Figure 7: Dispatch results by VPP3. (a) Electricity power balance. (b) Heat power balance.
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Figure 9: Electricity price diagram at each moment.

Table 1: Comparison of energy interaction under diferent schemes.

Schemes Buy power (kW) Sell power (kW) Internal interaction (kW)
Pricing scheme of reference [22] 29875.6 13562.0 5450.1
Pricing scheme of reference [18] 27593.5 17702.3 8915.4
Sharing price 29187.1 17934.3 9259.5

Table 2: Changes in the operating cost under case 1.

Γp Cost ($) Increased %

0.0 7059.7 0.0
0.2 7784.4 10.27
0.5 8964.3 26.98
0.8 10195.9 44.42
1.0 11080.3 56.95
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example to observe the change of operating cost when the
budget cardinality (Γp or Γh) changes in two scenarios.

(1) Case 1: Γh � 1, Γp increased from 0 to 1.
(2) Case 2: Γp � 1, Γh increased from 0 to 1.

Tables 2 and 3 show the changes in the operating cost in
the abovementioned two scenarios.

From Tables 2 and 3, it can be seen that net electricity
load fuctuation has a much greater impact on operating
costs than the heat load fuctuation. When the increase of Γp
starts from 0 to 1, the overall operation cost of VPP1 in-
creases by 56.95%, and the cost of VPP1 increases by 8.05%
when the increase of Γh starts from 0 to 1. It is verifed that
the uncertain budget parameters have a certain impact on
the system’s economy. Terefore, selecting the appropriate
robust parameters according to the historical data and
operation requirements can improve the economy of the
formulated operation strategy.

5. Conclusions

Tis paper investigates an energy sharing framework for
multi-VPP with diferent characteristics in adjacent areas
and proposes an energy sharing peer aggregation model for
multi-VPP driven by sharing price. Te following conclu-
sions can be obtained:

(1) Te multi-VPP energy sharing peer aggregation
model publishes the sharing price incentives through
the energy sharing center and guides VPPs to achieve
autonomous operation according to the sharing
price incentives. It can give full play to the auton-
omous optimization ability of each VPP, mobilize
the enthusiasm of VPPs to participate in sharing, and
achieve multi-VPP energy sharing in the region.

(2) Te established sharing price mechanism according
to the supply and demand relationship of electric
energy improves the income of each VPP partici-
pating in internal transactions, and on this basis, the
sharing level index is introduced to guide VPPs to
actively participate in energy sharing.Trough a case
analysis, this sharing price is reasonable and can
efectively improve the operation efciency of
each VPP.

(3) Te robustness of the VPP autonomous strategy is
improved by the robust optimization algorithm with
the budget cardinality. VPP operators can select
appropriate robust parameters with historical data
and operation requirements to improve the economy
and robustness of the strategy.
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