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Te present study investigates the characteristics of freeze-dried bovine colostrum powder prepared from the frst three milkings
of Karan fries cattle at diferent intervals. Bioactive components of bovine colostrum are heat sensitive, and therefore, in order to
retain the biological activity of diferent components, it should be subjected to minimal nonthermal treatment. In this study, the
optimum temperature/time combination of 60°C/45min was used for the processing of cow colostrum. At this temperature, the
microbial count signifcantly decreased as compared to raw colostrum. In freeze-dried bovine skimmed colostrum powder (BSCP)
and bovine colostrum whey powder (BCWP), IgG emerged as the highest fraction among immune factors, whereas in growth
factors, insulin-like growth factor 1(IGF1) and transforming growth factor β2 (TGFβ2) were found in large proportion as
compared to insulin-like growth factor 2 (IGF2) and transforming growth factor β1 (TGFβ1).Te IgG content (per 100 g) of BSCP
prepared from 1st, 2nd, and 3rd milking was found to be 36.62, 27.87, and 20.51 g, respectively, whereas IgG content (per 100 g) of
BCWP prepared from 1st, 2nd, and 3rd milking was found to be 33.32, 24.53, and 16.81 g, respectively. Te IGF1 content (per
100 g) of BSCP prepared from 1st, 2nd, and 3rd milking was found to be 921.6, 741.2, and 617.2 μg, respectively, whereas IGF1
content (per 100 g) of BCWP prepared from 1st, 2nd, and 3rd milking was found to be 869.8, 688, and 454.4 μg, respectively. Te
TGFβ2 content (per 100 g) of BSCP prepared from 1st, 2nd, and 3rd milking was found to be 1278, 1076, and 856.8 μg, re-
spectively, whereas TGFβ2 content (per 100 g) of BCWP prepared from 1st, 2nd, and 3rd milking was found to be 1167, 950.2, and
769.2 μg, respectively. Te microstructure of freeze-dried cow colostrum whey powder revealed that its pore size was more than
that of skimmed colostrum powder. BCWP exhibited lower phagocytic activity as well as lymphocyte proliferation index as
compared to BSCP which was carried out in vitro. Te observations of the study provide an insight about the components present
in BCWP and BSCP apart from the physical characteristics of the products which might pave the way for its utilization in various
food formats.

1. Introduction

Nowadays, consumers are more cognizant of their diet, and
post COVID, the general masses are focusing more on
strengthening their immune system. Te ongoing trend
reveals that consumers are interested in immune boosting
ingredients and have designed their diet in such a way that it

modulates the immune system of the individuals. Te
consumption of diferent bioactive ingredients in a balanced
manner plays an important role in conferring immunity
against viral infections [1]. In fact, bovine colostrum either
in liquid form or in powdered form has become the most
traded functional ingredient that has been used in medicines
for improving the immune system, in baby food, health
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drinks, pharmaceuticals, and cosmetics [2–4]. Colostrum is
the frst lacteal secretion obtained during the frst 72 hours
after the birth of newborn. Te composition of colostrum is
determined by the requirement of the newborn and usually
it contains numerous immune factors and growth factors
that will provide the much necessary immunity to the
newborn. Tese components are a part of biological pro-
cesses, such as GI tract maturation, immunological function,
and energy balance and provides defense against pathogens
[5]. Te bioactive components of colostrum include im-
munoglobulins (Ig), lactoferrin, growth factors, and other
compounds that not only possess antioxidant and anti-
infammatory properties but also they are essential for
strengthening the immune system. During the COVID
period, interest in the colostrum-based components and the
possibility to utilize them in various recipes have increased.
Te concentration of these bioactive compounds is the
highest in colostrum up to 72 hours after birth of the new
born, and therefore the excess secretion can be utilized to
harness the components. Te shelf-life of raw colostrum is
limited, and the available thermal processing treatments use
high temperature/time combination which results in sig-
nifcant denaturation of bioactive proteins, and sub-
sequently, a loss of biological activity occurs.

Cows and bufaloes produce 40−44 kg of colostrum, and
consumption of colostrum depends upon calf’s body weight.
Colostrum optimum requirement is nearly 7–10% by weight
of the calf’s body weight, and the immunoglobulins from the
colostrum should be ingested within 6−12 hours of birth as
the gut permeability of the new born decreases rapidly within
24 hrs of birth. One percent of a healthy cow’s annual milk
supply is made up of colostrum which is signifcantly more
than the calves’ requirements [6].Terefore, excess colostrum
may be preserved, processed, and utilized for value addition of
human foods. However, the high content of heat labile protein
leads to poor heat stability of colostrum, and therefore the cost
incurred in processing becomes high. Since powders can be
stored at room temperature with more stable and preserved
characteristics of products, dairy liquids are generally con-
verted into powders on a commercial scale.

Freeze drying of colostrum is an obvious choice to retain
the biofunctionality of colostrum components as compared
to spray drying technique, but the issue of heat-induced
denaturation of colostrum’s bioactive components, partic-
ularly immunoglobulins (Igs), is still a signifcant challenge
in the production of spray-dried colostrum powder which
has also been reported by Borad and Singh [3]. Te process
of manufacturing spray-dried skim milk powder involves
vacuum evaporation (55–75°C) of skim milk in order to get
45–48% total solid in concentrate which is then subjected to
a spray drier where air inlet temperature is 180–185°C and
outlet air temperature is 80–90°C. Keeping in view such
processing conditions, spray drying of colostrum has not
been considered to be a very good option as such a higher
temperature might cause complete denaturation of immu-
noglobulins which has also been reported by Singh et al. [7]
who observed that at 72°C, unfolding of immunoglobulins
start and complete denaturation might occur when they are
heated at a temperature of 89°C. Every method of drying

whether it is spray drying or freeze drying results in some
degree of denaturation of immune factors but the extent of
loss of biological activity of immune factors and growth
factors is more in spray drying as compared to freeze drying
but spray drying has been the choice of commercial traders
due to the low cost of the spray drying process [8–10].
However, where the fnal product is intended for obtaining
some functionality, then the commercialized form must not
only be safe for human consumption but also contains
maximized quantity of bioactive molecules, regardless of the
technique that was used to dry bovine colostrum into
powder. Over the past one decade, extensive research has
been conducted on the nutraceutical properties of bovine
colostrum, and in the early 2000s, a number of clinical trials
were conducted that demonstrated the benefcial impact of
colostrum on the athletic performance, muscle mass, and
bone health of adults. Several studies reported that athletes
who consumed bovine colostrum experienced noticeable
benefts, including increased resistance to fatigue, greater
lean mass, reduced body fat, improved gut health, and
enhanced immune system and could recover faster from
injuries which can be attributed to the presence of anti-
microbial compounds, immune factors, and certain growth-
promoting factors, like insulin-like growth factor-I and -II in
colostrum. However, many researchers have reported that
further research is needed to fully understand the role of
each compound [11–18].

For thousands of years, Ayurvedic doctors in India have
employed bovine colostrum for therapeutic purposes. Co-
lostrum can also be used therapeutically to treat conditions
such as AIDS, cancer, heart disease, diabetes, autoimmune
illnesses, allergies, herpes, bacterial, viral, and parasite in-
fections, gingivitis, and the fu [19]. Prior to the invention of
sulfa medicines and penicillin, conventional doctors in the
United States and other countries used it as an antibiotic.
Colostrum was widely recommended for the treatment of
rheumatoid arthritis and as a source of antipolio antibodies
in the early 1950s [20].

Compared to blood-derived analogues, colostrum is an
alternative source for industrial-scale production of im-
munoglobulins because of its ready availability and because
it is comparatively safe in nature. Colostrum fractions or
specifc peptides may be helpful for treating a wide range of
gastrointestinal infections, such as infammatory bowel
disease, gut damage brought on by nonsteroidal anti-
infammatory drugs (NSAIDs), chemotherapy-induced
mucositis, and Alzheimer’s disease, according to clinical
studies reported by Playford et al. [21]. Over the past ten
years, colostrum-based products have been more popular as
nutritional supplements, while research on colostrum pro-
cessing has been less active. Commercially available co-
lostrum products are available in the form of capsules,
lozenges, chewing gum, whole-colostrum drinks, and
powder which can be for both veterinary and human use.
Leading commercial companies operating in this area in-
clude PanTeryx, Colostrum BioTec, Immuno-Dynamics,
Ingredia Nutritional, New Image, Biostrum Nutritech, Imu-
Tek, and Good Health NZ Products (https://www.
orianresearch.com). To increase the bioactive content of
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dairy products such as yogurt, kefr, fermented milk, ice
cream, cheese, and butter, whole colostrum has also been
used. Several traditional preparations such as Khees (India),
Kalvdans (Scandinavia), Abrystir (Iceland), Rmelk (Nor-
way), leipäjuusto (Finland), Molozyvo (Ukraine), and
Groosniuys are produced for local market [22]. To preserve
the biological activity of the bioactive components, co-
lostrum should be processed at minimal time-temperature
combination. In the present study, freeze drying have been
adopted to prepare powder with the purpose that such
powder can be preserved and further used in diferent food
product preparations. Despite the existence of various
drying methods for converting protein solutions into
powders, freeze drying remains a highly promising tech-
nique for preserving sensitive products [23]. Te functional
characteristics of colostrum powders, such as emulsifying
capacity, foaming capacity, thermal stability, wettability,
solubility, and bufering capacity, are signifcantly infuenced
by the compositional variation of colostrum during the early
days [3, 24]. In some studies, it has been reported that in
early lactations of cow colostrum, physical and functional
parameters show extreme changes [25]. Te present study is
focused on investigating the techno-functional character-
istics of freeze-dried bovine skimmed colostrum powder and
colostrum whey powder prepared from early lactation
milkings obtained at diferent intervals from Karan fries
cattle (indigenously developed at the ICAR-National Dairy
Research Institute (NDRI), Karnal, India). Further, efect of
heat treatment on major components and other bio-
molecules was also investigated.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Procurement of Raw Bovine Colostrum. Bovine co-
lostrum was collected from Karan fries within 0–48 hours
(frst three milkings) from the ICAR-NDRI cattle yard.

2.2. Processing and Freeze Drying of Colostrum. Te co-
lostrum samples were defatted by centrifugation at 8000 g
for 20min at 2°C using a refrigerated centrifuge (Kubota,
model 6800, Japan). Te defatted samples were further used
for processing.Te skimmed bovine colostrum samples were
heat-treated at diferent temperatures, viz., 72°C/15 sec,
63°C/30min, and 60°C/45min. Heat-treated defatted co-
lostrum samples were divided into two equal parts. First part
was kept at −20°C and later on freeze-dried at −40°C at 5 torr
vacuum in a freeze dryer (LabTech, Japan). Second part was
utilized for whey preparation, wherein 1.5% rennet was
added at 32°C and was held for 1 h. Te coagulum was cut
and the curd cubes were cooked at 40°C for 30min for
expulsion of whey. Te whey was extracted and frozen at
−20°C and fnally freeze-dried under the conditions men-
tioned above. Te dried mass was ground to obtain a ho-
mogenous powder.

2.3. Compositional Analysis of Raw Colostrum and Colostral-
Dried Products. Raw colostrum was analysed for TS (total
solids), fat, ash, and lactose as per the procedure described

for milk in SP:18, Part XI [26]. Total protein was determined
by the Kjeldahl method as described in AOAC [27]. Pow-
dered Colostrum samples were analysed for moisture, fat,
ash, and lactose as per the procedure described for skimmilk
powder in SP:18, Part XI [26]. Total protein was determined
by the Kjeldahl method as described in AOAC [27]. IgG and
IgA content for raw colostrum and powdered colostrum
samples was estimated by ELISA kit supplied by KOMA
BIOTECH, Korea. TGFβ1, TGFβ2, IGF1, and IGF2 for raw
colostrum and powdered colostrum samples were de-
termined by the ELISA kit procured fromUSCN Life Science
Inc., Wuhan, China.

2.4.MicrobiologicalAnalysis. SPC, coliform count, yeast and
mold count, Salmonella count, and S. aureus count of raw
bovine colostrum samples and heated colostrum samples
were carried out according to the method described by
Houghtby and coworkers [28].

2.5. Physical Properties of Colostral-Dried Products.
Flowability, bulk density (loose and packed), and porosity
were determined by the procedure described by Suleiman
et al. [29]. Color values of bovine skimmed colostrum
powder (BSCP) and bovine colostrum whey powder
(BCWP) were measured using a colorfex colorimeter
(Hunter Associates Laboratory, VA, USA), and the results
were expressed through software version 4.1, and it is
expressed in terms of L∗, a∗, and b∗ values. Microstructure
of BSCP and BCWP was investigated using scanning elec-
tron microscopy (SEM) which was carried out as per the
procedure laid down by Caric and Ibrahim [30]. Te wet-
tability of the powder samples was assessed as per the
procedure given by Naik et al. [31]. Te time required for
0.1 g of powder to get completely wet was recorded.

2.6. In Vitro Immunomodulatory Activity. Lymphocyte
proliferation index and phagocytosis were carried out
in vitro as per the method described by Hay and
Westwood [32].

2.7. Statistical Analysis. All the observations were recorded
as mean± SE. MS-Excel, version 2010, was used for graphical
representations. One-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) at
a confdence level of 95% and other statistical parameters
were calculated using GraphPad Prism version 5.01, and the
signifcance of the data was reported using the Tukey post
hoc test for comparison of means.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1. Standardisation of Time-Temperature Combination for
Heat Treatment of Colostrum Samples before Freeze Drying.
Bovine colostrum samples collected during the frst 0–48 h
of milking were subjected to heat treatment using batch
method at diferent temperatures at 72°C/15 sec, 63°C/
30min, and 60°C/45min, and it was visually observed for gel
formation. Te samples from all the milkings did not
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coagulate at time-temperature combination of 63°C/30min
and 60°C/45min, whereas at 72°C/15 sec, samples were
found to form gel. Also, a signifcant (P< 0.05) reduction in
IgG and IgA content was observed at all time-temperature
combinations, but the loss of IgG and IgA content was
signifcantly less (P<0.05) at 60°C/45min as compared to
63°C/30min (Table 1). When colostrum samples from dif-
ferent milkings were heat-treated at 60°C/45min, IgG
concentration decreased in the range of 14.63−11.68% and
IgA concentration reduced in the range of 12.18−10.11%.
Te fndings of the current investigation were concomitant
to the work of Saldana and coworkers [33], who reported
that immunoglobulins concentration decreased by 9% and
12% when the raw colostrum was heat-treated for 60°C/
30min and 60°C/60min, respectively.

Terewas no signifcant (P> 0.05) decrease in the quantity
of growth factors when colostrum was subjected to heat
treatment at the abovementioned time-temperature combi-
nations. Hence, heat treatment at 60°C/45min was selected for
colostrum processing. Also, standard plate count (SPC), co-
liform count, yeast and mold count, and S. aureus and Sal-
monella count were performed before and after heat treatment
at 60°C/45min to assess the reduction in diferent counts at this
time-temperature combination. It was found that as compared
to raw colostrum, there was a signifcant reduction inmicrobial
count after the heat treatment at 60°C/45min. and the same has
been presented in Figures 1–3. Te SPC of raw colostrum was
found to be 6.17×105 (cfu/mL) which reduced to 5.75×104
(cfu/mL) after heat treatment at 60°C/45min. in samples of 1st
milking. In samples of 2nd milking, the SPC of raw colostrum
was found to be 5.30×105 (cfu/mL) which reduced to
5.74×104 (cfu/mL) after heat treatment at 60°C/45min. Te
SPC of raw colostrum in samples of 3rd milking was found to
be 4.05×105 (cfu/ml) which decreased to 3.36×104 (cfu/ml)
after heat treatment at 60°C/45min. Similarly, the coliform
count of raw colostrum samples of 1st, 2nd, and 3rd milking
was found to be 312.7, 282.7, and 45 (cfu/mL) which reduced to
24.6, 17.3, and 18, respectively (cfu/mL) after heat treatment at
60°C/45min. Yeast and mold count of raw colostrum samples
of 1st, 2nd, and 3rd milking was found to be 25, 32.5, and 30.4
(cfu/mL) which reduced to 1.13, 2.66, and 1.53, respectively
(cfu/mL), after heat treatment at 60°C/45min.Tere was a 94%
decrease in Salmonella count and 96% reduction in S. aureus
count when the samples were heated at 60°C/45min. Tus, the
temperature time combination not only retains the activity of
immune factors and growth factors in substantial proportion
but also reduces the microbial count considerably. Godden
et al. [34] reported that the viable count of M. bovis,
L. monocytogenes, E. coli O157:H7, Salmonella enteritidis, and
Mycobacterium avium subspecies paratuberculosis decreased
below detectable limits when colostrum was heated at 60°C for
120min.

3.2. Efect of Freeze Drying on Proximate Composition of
Skimmed Colostrum Powder and Colostrum Whey Powder.
Te samples of raw colostrum that were collected during the
frst three milkings (0–48 h) after calving were analysed for
constituents like total solids, protein, fat, lactose, ash, IgG,
IgA, IGF1, IGF2, and TGFβ1, TGFβ2, and the values are

presented in Table 2. Te mean values of total solids, fat,
protein, and ash in the frst milking, secondmilking, and third
milking showed a signifcant (P< 0.05) decreasing trend as
the time period increased after calving. Puppel and coworkers
[35] reported that colostrum has two to ten times more
minerals (except for potassium) thanmilk, and compositional
changes in colostrum occur with each hour. Tis study also
reports similar results as observed by them, wherein protein
content ranges from 16.8 to 4.8%, fat content ranges from 6.7
to 3.9%, and lactose content ranges from 2.9 to 4.2% during
frst 48 hrs after calving. McGrath et al. [36] reported that
lactose content, casein fraction, and fat increase signifcantly
in secretions of early lactation. In this study, average values of
lactose content in frst milking, second milking, and third
milking showed a signifcantly increasing trend as the time
period increased after calving. Te average values of IgG in
frst milking, second milking, and third milking were ob-
served to be 76.5 g/L, 63 g/L, and 43.5 g/L, respectively. Te
average values of IgA in frst milking, second milking, and
third milking were found to be 3.4 g/L, 2.7 g/L, and 2.3 g/L,
respectively. Te average values of IGF1 in frst milking,
second milking, and third milking were observed to be
465 ng/mL, 390 ng/mL, and 280 ng/mL, respectively. Te
average values of IGF2 in frst milking, second milking, and
third milking were found to be 175 ng/mL, 145 ng/mL, and
92.5 ng/mL, respectively. Te average values of TGFβ1 in frst
milking, second milking, and third milking were found to be
26.7 ng/mL, 20.7 ng/mL, and 19.8 ng/mL, respectively. Te
average values of TGFβ2 in frst milking, second milking, and
third milking were observed to be 625 ng/mL, 482 ng/mL, and
280.5 ng/mL, respectively. Tus, immune factors and growth
factors showed a signifcant decreasing trend as the time
period increased after calving. Compositional analysis of raw
colostrum revealed that except lactose all other constituents
signifcantly decreased (P< 0.05) as the time after calving
increased.

For obtaining 25 g of freeze-dried skimmed colostrum
powder, it took 28 hours, and for obtaining 25 g of freeze-
dried colostrumwhey powder, it took 32.5 hours.Te freeze-
dried samples were analysed for proximate composition,
immune factors, and growth factors, and the values are
presented in Table 3.

Tere is no signifcant (P> 0.05) diference in total solids
content between freeze-dried bovine skimmed colostrum
powder and bovine colostrum whey powder. However,
signifcant diference (P< 0.05) exists between the fat, lac-
tose, protein, and ash content of bovine skimmed colostrum
powder and bovine colostrum whey powder. Immune fac-
tors like IgG and IgA were signifcantly higher (P< 0.05) in
bovine skimmed colostrum powder as compared to bovine
colostrum whey powder. Similar observations were noted by
Elfstrand et al. [9], wherein the overall reduction of immune
factors and growth factors was due to the entrapment of
these components in the casein matrix which was removed
during colostrum-based preparation.

Growth factors like IGF1, IGF2, TGFβ1, and TGFβ2
were signifcantly higher (P< 0.05) in bovine skimmed
colostrum powder as compared to bovine colostrum whey
powder. Te reduction in growth factors in bovine
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colostrum whey powder may be due to removal of casein
matrix which might have entrapped these molecules and got
removed with the casein complex.

3.3. Efect of Freeze Drying on Physical Properties of Dried
Colostrum Products. Some of the selected physical proper-
ties of dried colostrum products were studied and are
presented in Table 4. Flowability (expressed in terms of
Hausner ratio) of skimmed bovine colostrum powder from
diferent milkings was found to be in the range of 1.37−1.23.
For bovine colostrum whey powder prepared using co-
lostrum from diferent milkings, fowability values were

found to be in the range of 1.43−1.23. A study reported by
Rezende et al. [37] showed that freeze-dried powders had
better fowability, wettability, and solubility. Upadhyay [38]
reported that for skimmilk powder, fowability was found to
be 0.97, whereas for instant skim milk powder, it was found
to be around 0.75. Turchiuli et al. [39] reported that the
Hausner ratio has been used for the determination of fow
characteristics of the powder samples which measures the
powder’s cohesiveness and has been used as the index of fow
for dry powders. Dry substances possessing a Hausner ratio
greater than 1.34 are regarded to be cohesive and conse-
quently less free to fow [40]. High Hausner ratio indicates
high cohesiveness between the particles that results in ag-
gregation and exhibits decreased fowability [41].

SP
C 

co
un

t (
x1

04  cf
u/

g)

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

1 2 3 40
Milking intervals

Before heat treatment
After heat treatment

Figure 1: SPC count of colostrum samples before and after heat
treatment at 60°C/45min.

M
ic

ro
bi

al
 co

un
t (

x1
01  cf

u/
g)

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

1 2 3 40
milking intervals

yeast and mold count before heat treatment
Yeast and mold count after heat treatment
Coliform count Before heat treatment"
Coliform count After heat treatment

Figure 2: Coliform count and yeast and mold count of colostrum
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Table 2: Composition of raw bovine colostrum collected during the
frst three milkings (0–48 hours).

Constituents
of raw colostrum 1st milking 2nd milking 3rd milking

Total solids (%) 22.93a± 1.63 17.69b± 2.34 15.88c± 2.30
Fat (%) 5.07a± 0.4 4.96b± 0.37 4.11c± 0.11
Protein (%) 14.33a± 0.61 13.57b± 0.48 10.57c± 0.43
Lactose (%) 2.75a± 0.16 2.91b± 0.2 3.6c± 0.24
Ash (%) 2.11a± 0.27 1.72b± 0.24 1.008c± 0.22
IgG (g/L) 76.5a± 8.89 63b± 6.12 43.5c± 6.30
IgA (g/L) 3.4a± 0.36 2.7b± 0.25 2.3c± 0.15
IGF1 (ng/ml) 465a± 36.87 390b± 74.36 280c± 59.68
IGF2 (ng/ml) 175a± 11.83 145b± 9.05 92.5c± 3.75
TGFβ1 (ng/ml) 26.7a± 8.31 20.7b± 5.95 17.8c± 1.62
TGFβ2 (ng/ml) 625a± 36.78 482b± 48.01 280.5c± 18.99
n� 40, mean± SD; values followed by diferent superscript column wise are
signifcantly diferent (P< 0.05).
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As observed from Table 4, the loose bulk density of
skimmed bovine colostrum powder prepared from diferent
milkings was found to be in the range of 0.69−0.49 g/cm3.
Te values of loose bulk density of bovine colostrum whey
powder samples were found to be in the range of 0.
0.42−0.27 g/cm3. Te packed bulk density for skimmed
bovine colostrum powder samples prepared from diferent
milkings was found to be in the range of 0.78−0.62 g/cm3,
whereas the values of bovine colostrum whey powder
samples, prepared from diferent milkings, were found to be
in the range of 0.35–0.53 g/cm3. Hols and van Mil [42]
reported that for spray-dried powders, loose bulk density has
been reported to be 0.38 g/cm3 and packed bulk density has
been reported to be 0.41–0.43 g/cm3.Te importance of high
bulk density lies in the fact that it signifcantly reduces
packaging, storage, and transport cost of powder [43]. Po-
rosity values for all the freeze-dried powder samples were
found to be 100.1, and therefore, there was no signifcant
diference (P> 0.05) among the samples of diferent treat-
ments. Te color values were expressed in terms of L∗, a∗,
and b∗ wherein L∗ values indicate black to white and ranges
from 0 to 100. Redness and green hue of any sample is
indicated by a∗ value which ranges from +60 to −60. Yellow
and blue colors are depicted by b∗ values which ranges from
+60 to −60. Te L∗ values of skimmed bovine colostrum
powder from diferent milkings were found to be in the

range of 93.21−91.80. For bovine colostrum whey powder
prepared using colostrum from diferent milkings, L∗ values
were found to be in the range of 95.06−92.52. Te a∗ values
of skimmed bovine colostrum powder from diferent
milkings were found to be in the range of 5.10−1.80. For
bovine colostrum whey powder prepared using colostrum
from diferent milkings, a∗ values were found to be in the
range of −3.80 to −7.32. Te b∗ values of skimmed bovine
colostrum powder from diferent milkings were found to be
in the range of 21.39–25.64. For bovine colostrum whey
powder prepared using colostrum from diferent milkings,
b∗ values were found to be in the range of 22.68−16.35. Te
color of powder samples was slightly yellowish as bovine
secretions contain more carotene as physiological system of
cow does not allow hundred percent conversion of carotene
into vitamin A. Wettability (in sec) values of skimmed
bovine colostrum powder prepared from diferent milkings
were found to be in the range of 64.87–150.10, and those of
bovine colostrum whey powder prepared from diferent
milkings were found to be in the range of 18.20–35.80. From
the observations of wettability, it can be inferred that bovine
colostrum whey powder gets wet readily as compared to
bovine skimmed colostrum powder which might be due to
the presence of colloidal casein particles which have fewer
pores with less pore size as evidenced by the microstructure
of bovine skimmed colostrum powder.

Table 3: Composition of freeze-dried bovine skimmed colostrum powder and colostrum whey powder.

Type of
powder Bovine skimmed colostrum powder Bovine colostrum whey powder

Constituents 1st milking 2nd milking 3rd milking 1st milking 2nd milking 3rd milking
Total solids (%) 94.88a± 0.148 94.89a± 0.14 94.83a± 0.14 94.73a± 0.13 94.65a± 0.147 94.60a± 0.155
Fat (%) 5.2a± 0.15 5.5b± 0.23 5.7c± 0.21 2.6d± 0.026 2.4e± 0.026 2.2f± 0.027
Protein (%) 69.91a± 0.15 64.93b± 0.13 61.94c± 0.14 67.22d± 0.139 61.06e± 0.025 57.79f± 0.158
Lactose (%) 12.71a± 0.07 20.21b± 0.11 24.44c± 0.089 15.23d± 0.102 23.23e± 0.19 26.91f± 0.15
Ash (%) 7.39a± 0.018 6.94b± 0.04 6.49c± 0.019 6.10d± 0.05 4.75e± 0.03 3.8f± 0.04
IgG (g/100 g) 36.62a± 0.56 27.87b± 1.2 20.51c± 0.27 33.33d± 0.65 24.53e± 0.638 16.8f± 0.42
IgA (g/100 g) 1.75a± 0.024 1.40b± 0.019 1.29c± 0.009 1.58d± 0.054 1.17e± 0.010 1.057f± 0.013
IGF1 (μg/100 g) 921.6a± 11.68 741.2b± 4.86 617.2c± 7.28 869.8d± 13.45 688e± 5.96 454.4f± 6.34
IGF2 (μg/100 g) 351.5a± 3.96 311.5b± 3.86 243.3c± 4.16 328.7d± 2.20 276.6e± 2.17 216.6f± 3.08
TGFβ1 (μg/100 g) 6.64a± 0.084 5.40b± 0.029 4.17c± 0.182 5.93d± 0.033 4.94e± 0.086 3.32f± 0.1420
TGFβ2 (μg/100 g) 1278a± 20.15 1076b± 22 856.8c± 15.36 1167d± 19.33 950.2e± 31.19 769.2f± 4.22
n� 15, mean± SE; values followed by diferent superscript are signifcantly diferent (P< 0.05).

Table 4: Physical characteristics of freeze-dried bovine skimmed colostrum powder and colostrum whey powder.

Type of
powder Bovine skimmed colostrum powder Bovine colostrum whey powder

Constituents 1st milking 2nd milking 3rd milking 1st milking 2nd milking 3rd milking
Loose bulk density (g/ml) 0.497a± 0.007 0.617b± 0.009 0.696c± 0.007 0.271d± 0.009 0.310e± 0.007 0.423f± 0.010
Packed bulk density (g/ml) 0.625a± 0.008 0.714b± 0.008 0.785c± 0.010 0.357d± 0.006 0.448e± 0.007 0.53f± 0.011
Hausner ratio 1.37a± 0.019 1.24b± 0.009 1.14c± 0.017 1.43d± 0.028 1.36e± 0.018 1.23f± 0.006
Porosity 100.2a± 0.019 100.1a± 0.013 100.1a± 0.011 100.1a± 0.013 100.1a± 0.014 100.1a± 0.012
Color
L∗ value 91.8a± 0.155 94.62b± 0.145 93.21c± 0.091 92.52e± 0.052 93.41d± 0.135 95.06f± 0.096
a∗ value 1.80a± 0.031 2.76d± 0.031 5.1b± 0.037 −7.32e± 0.023 −4.82c± 0.015 −3.8f± 0.014
b∗ value 25.64a± 0.064 23.42d± 0.055 21.39b± 0.59 22.68e± 0.054 20.70c± 0.044 16.35f± 0.455
Wettability (sec) 150.1a± 3.03 79.80b± 1.19 64.87c± 0.98 35.80d± 0.54 25.40e± 0.57 18.20f± 0.89
n� 15, mean± SE; values followed by diferent superscripts are signifcantly diferent (P< 0.05).
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3.4.Microstructure of theBovineColostrumWheyPowder and
Bovine Skimmed Colostrum Powder. Te microstructure of
the bovine colostrumwhey powder was investigated, and the
images of SEM (Figure 4) show that the freeze-dried powder
particles showed a sponge-like rough internal microstruc-
ture with numerous pores observed. Te microstructure of
the bovine skimmed colostrum powder was investigated,
and the image of SEM (Figure 5) shows that the micro-
structure has rough surfaces and had comparatively less pore
size. Bhatta et al. [44] reported that the ice sublimation
process in freeze drying infuences the shape and volume of
powders because of the formation of large pores. From the
fgures, it can be observed that freeze-dried colostrum
powder samples showed rough or fat shaped surface and
amorphous or uneven form rather than individual particles.
Sublimation of ice crystals has resulted in numerous pores
which might increase water penetration and this might
increase the reconstitutability of the products.

3.5. In Vitro Immunomodulatory Activity of the Dried Co-
lostrum Products. Te observations of in vitro immuno-
modulatory activity of freeze-dried bovine skimmed

colostrum powder and colostrum whey powder are pre-
sented in Table 5. Lymphocyte proliferation index of bovine
skimmed colostrum powder was found to be 1.79, 1.64, and
1.41 for powders prepared from colostrum samples collected
from 1st milking, 2ndmilking, and 3rdmilking, respectively,
after parturition whereas for bovine colostrum whey pow-
der, it was observed to be 1.26, 1.13, and 0.96, respectively,
for colostrum whey powders prepared from samples col-
lected from 1st milking, 2nd milking, and 3rd milking after
parturition. Skimmed bovine colostrum powder prepared
from colostrum samples collected from 1st milking, 2nd
milking, and 3rd milking after parturition showed 35.47%,
31.87%, and 29% phagocytic activity, respectively, whereas
bovine colostrum whey powder prepared from 1st milking,
2nd milking, and 3rd milking showed 20.27%, 18%, and
14.67% phagocytic activity, respectively. Tere is a signif-
cant (P< 0.05) diference in phagocytic activity as well as
lymphocyte proliferation index between all the samples of
freeze-dried BSCP and BCWP. Bovine colostrum whey
powder exhibited signifcantly lower phagocytic activity as
well as a lower lymphocyte proliferation index as compared
to skimmed bovine colostrum powder.

(a) (b) (c)

Figure 4: Internal microstructure of freeze-dried BCWP prepared from (a) 1st milking, (b) 2nd milking, and (c) 3rd milking.

(a) (b) (c)

Figure 5: Internal microstructure of freeze-dried BSCP prepared from (a) 1st milking, (b) 2nd milking, and (c) 3rd milking.
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4. Conclusion

Teunique biomolecules of colostrum have aroused interest
among consumers in the post-COVID period, wherein
many industries are looking forward for manufacturing
innovative functional food using colostrum-based in-
gredients. Bovine colostrum can be subjected to heat
treatment at 60°C/45minutes with a minimal decrease in
immune factors and growth factors. At the same time, there
is considerable reduction in microbial count which renders
it safe for human consumption. Bovine skimmed colostrum
powder as well as bovine colostrum whey powder can be
prepared by the freeze drying method, wherein there is
a minimal loss of biomolecules, and such powders can be
used as a constituent or as a bioactive ingredient in bev-
erages, infant formulas, or protein-rich supplements. Te
functional attributes of such powders become an essential
property when it is to be incorporated into protein-rich
supplements or when it is to be used as bioactive ingredient
for other food products or for development of a functional
food product using immune factors as the basic constitu-
ents. Te major challenges that were being faced with the
utilization of this ingredient was the huge variation in
composition, uncertain availability, and inadequate pro-
cessing technologies. Tis issue can be resolved by con-
verting colostrum into a powdered form which can be easily
made available, easily transported, and stored throughout
the year with assured bioactivity of its components.
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