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through t he co rnfields in swarms without 
inflicting the slightest inj ury.'' 

""'hen the devouring multitudes are a t 
wo rk upon the grass the noise o f the g rind
ing of the ir jaws is dist inctly a udible to the 
listener as a well defined crackling sound. 

"Over the face o f the cou ntry traversed 
by the hosts, their almos t complete destruc
tion of the grasses leaves the ground looking 
bare and b rown, while ahead of them the 
hills are fres h a nd gree n. The coarser 
grasses in the " draws" a re ge nerally left 
untouched, as are also the numerous asters , 
sunflowers, golde nrods, an d many other 
plants." 

"As we left Hugo t his afte rnoon o n o ur 
way northeast to Arriba , thousa nds of t hese 
heavy flyers came dash ing into ou r faces. 
Our ho rses were great !_,, annoyed, and it 
became necessary to protect our e_reE from 
the fo rce o f the b lows inflicted by the num· 
e rous co llisions. 

The average rate of travel for the in
dividual was about a mile in six hours; 

this rate was not maintained through 
the day. They were most acti\·e during 
the middle of the day a nd advanced 
north at the rate of nine miles in two 
weeks and south at about the same rate. 
The eggs from which these hordes 
ca me were deposited the previous Au
g ust and September by locusts which 
flew into this a rea. No internal para
sites were obset'\'ed. A species of Asi
liclae was noted capturing and killing 
several indi,·iduals. 

These notes are of interest in throw
ing light upon the habits and destructive 
possibilities of a species of locust up 
to this time comparati\'ely rare, and 
therefore considered of little economic 
importance. The causes which give 
rise to the sudden appearance in great 
numbers of a species, classed as rare, 
are not readily found. They are, never
theless, an interesting study. 

LIFE HISTORIES OF NORTH Al\IERICAN GEOl\IETRIDAE.- II. 

BY HARRISON G. DYAR, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

"Yemoria subcroceata " ' alk. The speci
mens from which eggs were obtained were 
in poor condition, but Dr. Hulst remarks, "I 
took this to be a faded >pecimen of JVemoria 
subcroceata" and I believe that this determi
nation is correct. I find no previous 
description of the larva. 

Egg. Elliptical, flattened above and 
below, pale g reen, s lig htly shinin g; s urface 
smooth, finely shagreened; size .6 X ·5 X ·3 
mm. Later the co lor is g reenish yellow. 

Stage I. Short, with normal feet, the 
thorax co ntracted. Head round, pale brown, 

width. 25 rum. Body pale brown, a broad 
dorsal and fainter narrow subdorsal light red 
lines; cervical shield and anal plate not 
differentiated. Feet a little paler than the 
body, moderate except the anal pair which 
are large and widely spread laterally. Setae 
i to v small, black, with large clubbed tips, 
the tubercles minute; head setae also 
clubbed; cerdcal shield area roughened, the 
tubercles there slightly produced. Later 
pale ocherous greenish with faint whitish 
subdorsal and bteral line s. Skin finely 
reticular shagreened. Still later rusty brown 
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dorsal, subdorsal (below the white one) and 
subventral bands appear. 

Stage II. Head with conical pointed 
lobes; four conical points on the cervical 
shield. the posterior pair small. anal flap 
triangular and with the anal feet large. 
Dark brmvn, paler sulwentrally, on the anal 
plate and feet; densely white frosted with 
numerous granules which segregate to form 
a linear pale subdonal line. \\"idth of head 

· about .{ mm. The lan·a is a slender normal 
Geometrid. 

Stage III. Lobes of head conical, high 
and pointed, the vertex therefore deeply 
notched; \vidth .6 mm. A pair of similar 
conical points on the cervical shield ante· 
riorly. Anal plate pointed behind. Other· 
wise the !aHa is smooth, slender, ot a pale 
dead-leaf brown, frosted \dth "·hitish 
granules that form narrow, obscure, sub· 
dorsal, lateral and sub,·entral lines and 
oblique ones between the subdorsal and 
lateral. Setae obsolete except on joint 13. 

Stage n~ !l ead high with pointed flat 
lobes, gree ni sh brown, brown on the angles 
and narrowly in two lines that form an X· 
mark with the clypeal sut ures; width .S mm. 

The points on the cervical shield are not so 
high as the lobes and are roughened; anal 
plate with a pointed projection; anal foot
plate large. Body ,[ender. smooth, greenish 
brown, thickly \\hite granular, forming 
faintly raised pale lines one granule wide; 
a dorsal, suhdm·sal, \\·avy lateral (almost 
forming a series of obliques) and subventral, 
all obscure. A series of dorsal, interseg· 
mental, deep brmn1 dashes on joints S to 9· 

Stage r·. !lead roughly granular, 1. 5 
mm. wide, marked as before. but there is a 
whit ish shade on the front of each lobe. 
Cervical homs red tipped. Otherwise as 
before. Toward' the end of the stage the 
larvae became shrunken so that the dorsal 
brown spots were occluded in the incisures; 
they looked shorter and thicker and more 
densely granular. They sit erect without 
spinning a supporting thread. 

The species is single brooded. Eggs laid 
June qth from moths that were at the end 
of their time of flight. The lan-ae spu n 
A ugust {th and pupated on the 7th. pas sing 
the winter in thi s state. The larvae fed on 
the red oak (~u ercus coccinea ). Found at 
Brookhaven, Long I sland, N.Y. 

DESCRIPTIO~ OF THE TYPE OF POL YDO.NTOSCELIS ASHl\1. 

BY WILLIA:\1 H. ASH:IIEAD, WASHIXGTON, D. C. 

In. my generic tables of some Homopte ra, 
published in Entomologia Americana , val. 
V, p. D6, I characterized a new genus under 
the name of Polydontoscelis, the type of 
which has never been described. This I pro
pose to do now since the type is requested of 
me for study. 

Polydontoscelis differs from Aethalion La
treille, principally by having no cross-veins 
on the clavus, the cross-veins in th e costal 
cell being more numerous, the subm edia n 
cell having only one cross-vein, while all 

the tibiae have a broad rather deep, longitu
dinal channel outwardly, the hind and lower 
edge of the po&terior tibiae being armed with 
numerous minute teeth. 

Polydontoscelis cintzfrons n. sp.- J.
Length to tip of tegmina 9·5 mm; breadth 
across shoulders 3.6 mm. Brownish-yellow 
with a greenish tinge, and probably greenish
yellow in life. Head seen from in front 
with two transverse bands; pleura with a 
longitudinal black band, ex te nding forward 
and connected with a similar band on the 
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