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In order to solve the problem of waste heat collection from energy consumption, a thermal energy generation device combining
shape memory alloy and piezoelectric materials has been designed. The shape memory alloy is heated and deformed to drive the
drive wheel continuously, and the impact wheel is deformed against the piezoelectric cantilever beam during the rotation of the
drive wheel to generate electricity. In this paper, the impact force generated by the impact wheel and the output voltage of the
piezoelectric cantilever beam during the rotation process are given. Finally, the experimental test shows that the larger the
radius of the drive wheel, the lower the impact force of the wheel and the lower the output voltage of the piezoelectric
cantilever beam; the larger the diameter of the shape memory alloy wire, the higher the impact force of the wheel and the
higher the output voltage of the piezoelectric cantilever beam; the more teeth of the drive wheel, the higher the impact
frequency of the piezoelectric cantilever beam and the higher the output voltage. The maximum output voltage of the
thermoelectric converter is 14.2 V, when the drive wheel radius is 13mm, the shape memory alloy wire diameter is 1mm and
the number of impact wheel teeth is 6. The new structural design provides a new structural model for waste heat recovery and
thermal energy generation technology. The new structural design provides a new approach and idea for waste heat recovery
and thermal energy generation technology.

1. Introduction

The waste heat generated by energy consumption in people’s
daily production and life is discharged in the form of waste
heat and hot water, etc. The emission form is complicated
and cannot be effectively utilized on a large scale, which
not only wastes a lot of energy but also pollutes the environ-
ment, but also does not conform to the current social devel-
opment requirements of low carbon and environmental
protection, energy saving, and consumption reduction, and
needs to be changed urgently. At present, people’s research
on intelligent materials has been more in-depth, with piezo-
electric [1–4], electrostatic [5, 6], electromagnetic [7–9],
shape memory alloy [10, 11], and other intelligent materials
based on the absorption of waste heat, and power generation
research is widely carried out, forming a variety of secondary

energy reuse technology and methods, showing a great situ-
ation of vigorous development.

At present, the main thermal power generation technol-
ogies are temperature difference power generation [12–14],
pyroelectric power generation [15–17], thermomagnetic
power generation [18, 19], and thermoelastic power genera-
tion [11, 20], but they all will be restricted by some condi-
tions and not suitable for wide application in waste heat
power generation systems. The former can convert thermal
energy into stress-strain and has a strong thermal-
mechanical energy conversion capability, while the latter
can convert stress-strain into electrical energy and has been
applied to wireless networks, MEMS devices, and self-
powering of portable equipment. Both materials are easy to
obtain, low cost, and pollution-free. If the two are combined,
they can be applied to waste heat recovery power generation
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by utilizing the advantages of both for thermal energy
generation.

This paper combines the advantages of shape memory
alloy wires and piezoelectric materials to design a new ther-
moelectric conversion structure based on existing materials.
The structure is designed to convert thermal energy into
mechanical energy using shape memory alloys and then
convert mechanical energy into electrical energy using pie-
zoelectric materials. The structural parameters of the ther-
moelectric conversion device are investigated in terms of
their influence on the output voltage of the piezoelectric
oscillator, providing a new idea and a new method for
small-scale waste heat recovery and power generation
technology.

2. Structural Design and Generator Theory

2.1. Structural Design. The principle of the device for ther-
moelectric conversion is shown in Figure 1, which mainly
consists of shape memory alloy (Ni-Ti alloy), piezoelectric
cantilever beam, driving wheel, and impact wheel. When
the temperature rises above the As point of austenite phase
change, the shape memory alloy wire undergoes a reverse
martensite phase change inside the wire, the length of the
shape memory alloy wire shrinks and deforms from bending
to straightening, the shape memory alloy wire generates tor-
que to the drive wheel, causing the drive wheel to rotate, the
drive wheel rotation will drive the shape memory alloy wire
displacement, and the displacement of the shape memory
alloy wire will drive the impact wheel connected to it to
rotate. After the shape memory wire leaves the heating area,
the length of the Ni-Ti wire, which is in the martensite state,
will recover, while the martensite in the heating area will
continue to transform into austenite, and the Ni-Ti wire will
shrink, making the drive wheel and the impact wheel rotate
continuously. The rotation of the impact wheel will impact
the piezoelectric cantilever beam, causing the piezoelectric
cantilever beam to deform and generate electrical energy,
in the process completing the conversion of thermal energy
to electrical energy.

2.2. Generator Theory Analysis. The force analysis diagram
of the driving parts is shown in Figure 2. The shape memory
alloy wire is made to contact with the drive wheel and the
impact wheel by a certain preload, and the shape memory
alloy wire has an initial preload force F0. The shape memory
alloy wire is bent in the range of the wrap angle on the two
wheels. When the heating starts at the lower end of the drive
wheel and the phase change temperature is reached at point
2, at this time, the shape memory alloy wire starts to
straighten due to the shape memory effect, causing the con-
tact point between the shape memory alloy wire and the
drive wheel side to move from point 2 to 2′. As the shape
memory alloy wire shrinks when heated, the lower side of
the shape memory alloy wire is the tight edge, while the force
F1 of the tight edge decomposes F12 and F11, F12 is in the
same direction as F0, and F11 is perpendicular to the direc-
tion of F0. As the shape memory alloy starts to straighten
from bending resulting in a downward shift of its contact

point, the force F11 generates a torque Tn, which causes
the drive wheel to drive the whole device to rotate. At the
same time, the initial preload force of the shape memory
alloy wire increases from F0 to F12, and the preload force
of the loose side narrows from F0 to F2. At this time, the
effective tension force of the shape memory alloy wire is
F12 − F2, which makes the shape memory alloy wire rotate
together with the two wheels under the action of the effective
tension force as shown in Figure 2(a). Similarly, it can be
seen that when the heating position changes, the position
of reaching the phase change temperature point also
changes, as shown in Figure 2(b), and its rotation direction
also changes.

2.3. Kinetic Analysis. The kinetic analysis of the impact
wheel during rotation is carried out from the perspective of
energy absorption and release of shape memory alloy wire.
Analysis of the boundary points between the shape memory
alloy and the contact points of the two wheels is carried out.

The strain energy per unit time of the shape memory
alloy wire at drive wheel point 2 is

W = EAπd
4

64r2
⋅ rω1: ð1Þ

Then, the strain energy of the shape memory alloy wire
at drive wheel point 2 is

W =
ðd/2
0

1
2
EA

x
r

� �2
⋅ 2πxdx ⋅ rω1, ð2Þ

where equation ð1/2ÞEAðx/rÞ2 is the distortion energy
per unit volume of shape memory alloy wire, 2πxdx ⋅ rω1 is
the volume of shape memory alloy wire moving per unit
time, EA is the modulus of elasticity of shape memory alloy
wire when heated, r is the radius of driving wheel, d is the
diameter of shape memory alloy wire, and ω1 is the angular
speed of the drive wheel.

In time Δt, the strain energy obtained by the shape
memory alloy wire is

W =
πd4

64
EA − EM

r2
−
2EM

R2

� �
Rω: ð3Þ

In time Δt, the kinetic energy of the two wheels changes
as follows:

Ek =
1
2
J1 ω1 + Δω1ð Þ2 + 1

2
J2 ω + Δωð Þ2 − 1

2
J1ω1

2 +
1
2
J2ω

2
� �

:

ð4Þ

Since the two wheels are connected by a shape memory
alloy wire, we have rω1 = Rω, r and ω1 are the radius and
angular velocity of the driving wheel, and R and ω are the
radius and angular velocity of the driven wheel and substi-
tute them into (4) to obtain
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+
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J2 2ω ⋅ Δω + Δω2� �

,

ð5Þ

where J1 is the rotational inertia of the drive wheel and
J2 is the rotational inertia of the impact wheel.

According to the law of conservation of energy, the
deformation energy of the shape memory alloy wire is con-
verted into the kinetic energy of the driving wheel and the
impact wheel and the friction loss between the two wheels
and the bearing seat, as well as the friction between the bear-
ing and the shaft supporting the bearing and the heat loss.
Neglecting the friction loss and heat dissipation, we can get

πd4R
64

EA − EM

r2
−
2EM

R2

� �
ω ⋅ Δt = J1

R
r

� �2
+ J2

( )
ω ⋅ Δω

+
1
2
J1

R
r

� �2
Δω2 +

1
2
J2Δω

2:

ð6Þ

Both sides of the equation are divided by ω ⋅ Δt

πd4R
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Let Δt⟶ 0, Δω⟶ 0, we know that

dω
dt

=
πd4R/64
� �

EA − EMð Þ/r2� �
− 2EM/R2� �� �

J1 R/rð Þ2 + J2
� 	 : ð8Þ

In order to calculate the magnitude of the impact force
generated by the impact teeth during rotation, as shown in

Drive wheel Point 1

Point 2
Point 3

Impact tooth

Piezoelectric
cantilever beam

NiTi wire

Impact wheel Point 4

(a) Schematic diagram of the structure of the thermoelectric device

Piezoelectric energy
capture device

Adjustment
screw
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Fixed end Mobile

Drive unit

(b) Axonometric view of the thermoelectric device

Figure 1: Schematic diagram of thermoelectric conversion device.
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Figure 2: Force analysis diagram of drive components.
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Figure 3: Relationship between impact force and drive wheel
radius and shape memory alloy wire diameter.
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Figure 1(a), assume that the shape memory alloy line moves
from point 2 to point 3 and the impact wheel makes a uni-
form variable speed curve motion, according to the mechan-
ical calculation formula:

ω =
dθ
dt

,

ξ =
d2θ

dt2
=
dω
dt

:

ð9Þ

The tangential angular acceleration can be introduced

ξ =
πd4R/64
� �

EA − EMð Þ/r2� �
− 2EM/R2� �� �

J1 R/rð Þ2 + J2
� 	 : ð10Þ

Tangential acceleration

aτ = R + Xð Þ ••θ: ð11Þ

Impact teeth generated during the rotation of the impact
wheel

Fτ =Maτ =MR
πd4R/64
� �

EA − EMð Þ/r2� �
− 2EM/R2� �� �

J1 R/rð Þ2 + J2
� 	 :

ð12Þ

The voltage is generated by the double wafer cantilever
beam piezoelectric oscillator under the impact force F of
the impact wheel [21].

V Fð Þ = −
3α 1 − αð Þβg31L

Awh
F, ð13Þ

in the formula

α =
hm
h
,

β =
Em

Ep
,

A = α4 1 − βð Þ2 − 2α 2α2 − 3α + 2
� �

1 − βð Þ + 1:

ð14Þ

hm is the thickness of the metal substrate, h is the height
of the piezoelectric beam, Em is the modulus of elasticity of
the metal substrate, Ep is the modulus of elasticity of the pie-
zoelectric ceramic, g31 is the piezoelectric voltage constant of
the piezoelectric material, L is the length of the piezoelectric
cantilever beam, and w is the width of the cantilever beam.

From the above equation, the impact force of the impact
wheel is related to the diameter of the shape memory alloy
wire and the radius of the driving wheel. When the material
is certain, the output voltage of the piezoelectric cantilever
beam is related to the applied load and size.

3. Simulation Analysis

The impact force was derived for different memory alloy
wire diameters at different drive wheel radii by plotting the
MATLAB simulation for drive wheel radii of 13-17mm,
impact tooth length of 5mm, and thickness of 3mm, and
the curve relationship was derived as shown in Figure 3.

As can be seen from Figure 3, when the radius of the
drive wheel is 13mm, the maximum impact force generated
by the impact teeth reaches 0.1N. As the radius of the drive
wheel increases, the impact force generated decreases, and
the larger the diameter of the shape memory alloy wire,
the greater the force generated.

The data of the impact force of the impact wheel corre-
sponding to different diameters of shape memory alloy wire
and the radius of the driving wheel are obtained by using
MATLAB simulation, and the simulation analysis simulates
the corresponding output voltage magnitude of the piezo-
electric cantilever beam at the output end. The specific
parameters of the selected dual-chip piezoelectric cantilever

Table 1: Parameters of a double-chip piezoelectric cantilever beam.

Materials
Piezoelectric constants

g31 × 10‐3
Young’s modulus Ep

Gpað Þ
Poisson’s
ratio

Vacuum dielectric constant ε0 ×
10‐12 Dimension (L ∗W ∗ Th)

PZT-5H 9.11 60.6 0.34 8.85 40mm ∗ 20mm ∗ 0:2mm

Cu / 115 0.31 / 60mm ∗ 20mm ∗ 0:2mm
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Figure 4: Output voltage versus drive wheel radius and shape
memory alloy wire diameter.
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beam are shown in Table 1, and the curves are plotted as
shown in Figure 4.

4. Experimental Study

4.1. Experimental Setup. The thermoelectric power genera-
tion experiment is mainly conducted by heating the ring-
shaped shape memory alloy wire in contact with the driving
wheel in the driving device, which makes the impact wheel
continuously rotate and hit the piezoelectric cantilever
beam. The piezoelectric cantilever beam is connected to
the wire, and the two ends of the wire are connected to the
probe of the oscilloscope, which displays the open-circuit
voltage generated by the piezoelectric cantilever beam under
the impact of the impacting teeth. The schematic diagram
and physical diagram of the experimental test setup are
shown in Figure 5.

The thermoelectric conversion experiment is to study
the impact force of the impact wheel teeth in relation to
the radius of the driving wheel and the diameter of the shape
memory alloy wire. The mechanical energy of the impact
force of the driving part to the piezoelectric cantilever beam
can be converted into electrical energy by the positive piezo-
electric effect, and the amplitude of the impact force of the
driving part can be understood by testing the electrical
energy output of the piezoelectric cantilever beam.

4.2. Relationship between Driving Wheel Radius and Output
Voltage of Piezoelectric Cantilever Beam. The phase change
temperature of the shape memory alloy is 60°C. The shape
memory alloy is heated with a heat gun at 80°C. Different
driving wheels with a shape memory alloy wire diameter of
1mm and radii of 13mm, 14mm, 15mm, and 16mm are
taken to test the output voltage of the piezoelectric cantilever
beam at the output end (In this experiment, the center dis-
tance between the driving wheel and the impact wheel is
fixed at 150mm, the diameter of the impact wheel is
60mm, the number of teeth is 4, the thickness of the teeth
is 3mm, and the room temperature is 20°C.). The experi-
mental test results are shown in Figure 6.

It can be seen from Figure 6 that the range of the center
distance of the two wheels rotating is different when the

radius of the drive wheel is different. When the driving
wheel radius is 13mm, its center distance can rotate when
it is larger than the theoretical value, while when the driving
wheel radius increases, the center distance that both wheels
can rotate is smaller than the theoretical value, so the larger
the driving wheel radius is, the smaller the output voltage of
the piezoelectric cantilever beam is.

4.3. Relationship between Shape Memory Alloy Wire
Diameter and Output Voltage of Piezoelectric Cantilever
Beam. The shape memory alloy wires of different diameters
of 1mm, 0.8mm, and 0.6mm were heated by a heat gun at
80°C to test the output voltage of the piezoelectric cantilever
beam at the output end (In this experiment, the center dis-
tance between the driving wheel and the impact wheel is
fixed at 150mm, the radius of the driving wheel is 13mm,
the diameter of the impact wheel is 60mm, the number of
teeth is 4, the tooth thickness is 3mm, and the room temper-
ature is 20°C.). The experimental test results are shown in
Figure 7.
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Drive section

(a) Schematic diagram of the thermoelectric experiment

Mobile end bearing
housing

Adjustment
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(b) Experimental prototype diagram

Figure 5: Experimental test setup diagram.
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Figure 6: Effect of drive wheel radius on output voltage of
piezoelectric cantilever beam.
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It can be seen from Figure 7 that the conversion effi-
ciency of the thermoelectric conversion device is different
for different diameters of the shape memory alloy wire.
When the diameter of the shape memory alloy wire is
1mm, the conversion rate of the thermoelectric conversion
device is significantly higher than that of the other two
diameters of the shape memory alloy wire, and the larger
the diameter in a certain range, the higher the output voltage
of the piezoelectric cantilever beam.

4.4. Relationship between the Number of Teeth of the Impact
Wheel and the Output Voltage of the Piezoelectric Cantilever
Beam. The number of impact teeth mainly affects the vibra-
tion frequency of the piezoelectric cantilever beam when the
impact teeth are used to continuously impact the piezoelec-

tric cantilever beam. In the experiment, the diameter of
shape memory alloy wire is 1mm, the radius of driving
wheel is 13mm, the diameter of impact wheel is 60mm,
the length of impact teeth is 5mm, and the thickness of
impact teeth is 3mm, and the experimental test results are
shown in Figure 8.

From Figure 8, it can be seen that when the number of
teeth of the impact wheel is larger, the higher the frequency
of the impact wheel hitting the piezoelectric cantilever beam,
the higher the output voltage of the piezoelectric cantilever
beam; in the number of teeth which is 6, the output voltage
of the piezoelectric cantilever beam reaches 14.2V. Due to
the manufacturing process and the limited diameter of the
impact wheel, the number of teeth of the impact wheel in
this paper will not be increased.

5. Conclusion

In this paper, we designed a device that combines shape
memory alloy and piezoelectric material to form thermal
power generation and conducted theoretical analysis and
experimental tests on it. The following conclusions are
drawn:

(1) The data derived from the theoretical model by sim-
ulation match the specific experimental data

(2) In the case of the same center distance between the
driving wheel and the impact wheel, the larger the
radius of the driving wheel, the smaller the output
voltage of the thermoelectric conversion device; dif-
ferent diameters of the shape memory alloy wire
thermoelectric conversion rate are also different; in
a certain diameter range, the larger the diameter of
the piezoelectric cantilever beam output voltage is
higher; other factors are the same, the more teeth
of the impact wheel of the driving device, the higher
the frequency of impact piezoelectric cantilever
beam, the higher the output voltage of the thermo-
electric conversion device. The higher the output
voltage of the device

(3) The combination of shape memory alloy and piezo-
electric material for thermoelectric conversion device
is not only theoretically feasible but also has a very
promising application. At the same time, it provides
a new idea and a new method for thermoelectric
power generation technology
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