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Using an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) to collect data from wireless sensor networks deployed in the ﬁeld, one of the key tasks is
to plan the path for the collection so as to minimize the energy consumption of the UAV. At present, most of the existing methods
generally take the shortest ﬂight distance as the optimal objective to plan the optimal path. They simply believe that the shortest
path means the least energy consumption of the UAV and ignore the fact that changing direction (heading) can also consume the
UAV’s energy in its ﬂight. If the path can be planned based on the UAV’s energy consumption closer to the real situation, the
energy consumption of the UAV can be really reduced and its working energy eﬃciency can be improved. Therefore, this paper
proposes a path planning method for UAV-assisted data collection, which can plan an energy-eﬃcient ﬂight path. Firstly, by
analyzing the experiment data, we, respectively, model the relationship between the angle of heading change and the energy
consumption of the UAV and the relationship between the distance of straight ﬂight and the energy consumption of the UAV.
Then, an energy consumption estimation model based on distance and the angle of heading change (ECEMBDA) is put up. By
using this model, we can estimate or predict the energy consumption of a UAV to ﬂy from one point (or node) to another
(including the start point). Finally, the greedy algorithm is used to plan the path for UAV-assisted data collection according to the
above estimated energy consumption. Through simulation and experiments, we compare our proposed method with the
conventional method based on pure distance index and greedy algorithm. The results show that this method can obtain data
collection path with lower energy consumption and smoother path trajectory, which is more suitable for actual ﬂight.

1. Introduction
It is an eﬀective solution to use an Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
(UAV) as a mobile sink for data collection in wireless sensor
network [1–8]. At present, this technology has been preliminarily applied in crop monitoring, disaster rescue, and so
on [9–11].
Battery-powered UAVs are the most convenient and
inexpensive. However, the energy of battery-powered UAV
is limited and can only provide a short ﬂight time. Therefore,
for a large monitored area where the nodes to be visited are

distributed, we hope that the UAV can ﬁnish as many tasks
as possible in the duration of ﬂight. How to reduce the
energy consumption of the UAV and make it collect data
from as many sensor nodes as possible in the duration of
ﬂight? That has become an important challenge which UAVassisted data collection methods have to confront in practical
applications.
If the energy eﬃciency of the UAV can be improved,
more tasks will be completed and more sensor nodes will be
visited in the duration of ﬂight. This can also reduce the
number of UAVs and the cost of input in an application
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scene where multiple UAVs alternately or collaboratively
collect data. Conversely, if the energy eﬃciency of the UAV
is not high, the recharge cycles of the UAV will increase and
data collection will be delayed, which results in not only
collecting data not in time but also losing data (e.g., for a
sensor node, the new sensed data can erase the old data that
has not been collected).
Improving the energy eﬃciency of a UAV has important
practical signiﬁcance in other aspects. For example, when
the UAV is used to search and rescue the trapped people in
an earthquake and other disaster sites, it can make the UAV
visit as many search-and-rescue points as possible in the
duration of ﬂight and save the search-and-rescue time and
more lives.
At present, in the use of UAVs for data collection from
wireless sensor networks, the main method that most researchers apply to improving the energy eﬃciency of the
UAV is to plan a sequence of visiting target nodes, so that the
ﬂight distance of the UAV is the shortest in this order
[12–14]. The shortest distance means the least energy consumption and the highest energy eﬃciency. But it implies a
hypothesis that the energy consumption of ﬂying the same
distance is also the same. However, for UAVs, in the case of
collecting data while ﬂying (this requires a small amount of
data to be transmitted by each target node; e.g., the nodes
only sense some simple data such as temperature, humidity,
or soil pH) [3, 15, 16], the shortest ﬂight path does not mean
the least energy consumption. Because the paths having the
same distance do not necessarily have the same ﬂight trajectory, their energy consumption is also diﬀerent. For instance, if there are two ﬂight trajectories (one is serrated and
the other is straight) having the same distance, their energy
consumption is quite diﬀerent. We have veriﬁed it through
an experiment, where we used a DIY quad-rotor UAV (the
ﬂight controller is APM8, the electric motor is SUNYSKY
X2212-980kv, and the electronic speed control is HOBBYWING 30A). In this paper, all the experiments used this
UAV. The experiment design is shown in Figure 1. If
BC � BC′ � 27 m, AB � 4 m, and θ � 60°, there is no wind or
the wind eﬀect can be ignored, and the ﬂight speed of the
UAV is v � 4.5 m/s; then the actual energy consumption of
the UAV on the path ABC′ is about 0.188 W·h, while the
actual energy consumption of the UAV on the path ABC is
about 0.235 W·h. In fact, when the UAV can really maintain a
uniform motion, the instantaneous energy consumption is
almost constant. But, during turning, the ﬂight speed is
bound to change, which leads to the change of the instantaneous energy consumption. This can also be analyzed
clearly with the knowledge of mechanics. Therefore, in the
scenario where a UAV collects data while ﬂying, it is impractical to plan an energy-eﬃcient path for the UAV only by
taking distance as a measure of energy cost that the UAV
consumed during ﬂying between nodes. The shortest distance
does not mean that the energy consumption is also the least.
According to the above discussion, in the path planning
for a UAV to collect data, we need a more practical estimation model of ﬂight energy consumption between two
nodes. This estimation model must reﬂect the real energy
consumption or approximate real energy consumption of
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Figure 1: Experiment design for comparing the actual energy
consumption.

the UAV. Only in this way is it possible for us to get an
optimal path with lower energy consumption. Generally,
sensor nodes are not deployed in a straight line, so the UAV
needs to change direction during ﬂight when it collects the
data from these nodes. Therefore, in a real ﬂight, the energy
consumption of heading change must be considered. Then,
in this paper, we propose an energy consumption estimation
model based on distance and the angle of heading change
(ECEMBDA), which can be used to estimate the energy
consumption of a UAV to ﬂy from one node to another.
Based on this model, we further propose a path planning
method for UAV-assisted data collection, which can plan an
energy-eﬃcient ﬂight path to improve the energy eﬃciency
of the UAV and make it complete more data collection tasks
in a working cycle (or in its duration of ﬂight).
In this paper, through the experiment, we ﬁrst verify that
the larger the angle of heading change is, the more energy a
UAV will consume. Then, under a speciﬁc ﬂying speed, we
establish a relationship model between the heading change
angle of the UAV and the energy consumption and also
propose a relationship model between the linear ﬂight
distance of the UAV and the energy consumption. Based on
the two models, we put up an energy consumption estimation model, ECEMBDA, which is related to the heading
change angle and the ﬂight distance of the UAV and can be
used to estimate the energy consumption of a UAV to ﬂy
from one node to another. Then, by using ECEMBDA, the
path planning for UAV-assisted data collection is abstracted
as a 0-1 integer programming problem, and the path optimization model is established. A greedy algorithm is used
to solve the programming problem and an energy-eﬃcient
path is gotten. At last, a lot of simulation and real experiments were done. Under the diﬀerent random deployment
and the diﬀerent number of nodes, we compared our
method (is also called ECEMBDA method) and the conventional method only taking the ﬂight distance as the
energy consumption measurement to combine a greedy
algorithm to plan the path (the method is also called Energy
Consumption Estimation Based on Distance (ECEBD)). In
any case, the results all show that the paths planned by our
method almost have smoother trajectories and can eﬀectively reduce the energy consumption of the UAV and increase the energy eﬃciency of the UAV.
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The contributions can be summarized as follows:
(1) An energy consumption estimation model based on
distance and the angle of heading change
(ECEMBDA) is proposed, which can estimate the
energy consumption of a UAV to ﬂy from one node
to another.
(2) A path planning method for UAV-assisted data
collection is proposed, which uses ECEMBDA to
establish a path optimization model and take the
lowest energy consumption of the UAV as the optimization objective, and then a greedy algorithm is
applied to solve the model and get the path.
(3) Compared with the conventional method only taking
the ﬂying distance as the energy consumption measurement to combine a greedy algorithm to plan the
path (ECEBD), our method (ECEMBDA) can get a
better and energy-eﬃcient path. The simulation results show that when 30, 40, 50, 60, and 70 target
nodes are respectively and randomly deployed in a
300 m × 300 m area, the paths planned by our method
can save the energy consumption of the UAV. The
energy-saving is about 9.22% averagely, and the path
trajectories are all smoother and more suitable for
actual ﬂight. In the real environment, the path for
visiting 24 target nodes was planned. The result still
shows that the path planned by our method is more
energy-eﬃcient and smoother, which can save about
12.21% of the energy consumption of the UAV
compared with the conventional method.
(4) For the ﬂight path planning that considers the energy
consumption of the UAV in the case where target
positions or path points are known, we give a new
idea about the energy consumption optimization of
UAV.
In this paper, we ﬁrst describe the overview of E2PP in
Section 3.1. Then in Sections 3.2 to 3.7 we analyze and
establish an energy consumption estimation model:
ECEMBDA. In Section 3.8, we use the model ECEMBDA to
establish the path optimization model and we design an
algorithm to solve this path optimization model in Section
3.9. In Section 4.1, we simulate and evaluate the proposed
path planning method, and in Section 4.2 we verify the
eﬀectiveness of the method through real ﬂight experiments.

2. Related Work
At present, in the ﬁeld of UAV-assisted data collection, a lot
of researchers usually ﬁnd the shortest path for the UAV to
visit nodes [1, 17–21]. This idea is based on the assumption
that the shortest ﬂying path consumes the least energy of the
UAV. So they always take the shortest path as the planning
objective. These path planning methods can be divided into
three categories.
2.1. Planning the Shortest Flight Path for Visiting All the Sensor
Nodes in a Sensing Area to Reduce the Energy Consumption of
the UAV. In this kind of methods, each deployed sensor
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node is used as the target node for data collection. In
[17, 22–25], the authors use multiple UAVs to work collaboratively and, respectively, plan the path for each UAV to
visit the set of nodes that it is responsible for. For each UAV,
the process of visiting each node that it collects is abstracted
as a TSP and a greedy algorithm is adopted to plan the
visiting path. In [18], for a large-scale wireless sensor network
with uniform deployment, a fast path planning with rules
(FPPWR) is proposed. The algorithm divides the sensing area
into a number of grids and then changes the planning of the
global ﬂight path into the planning of the local ﬂight path in
each grid, and it ﬁnally combines all the local paths in every
grid as the planned global ﬂight path. While ensuring a
certain precision, this method reduces the complexity of
solving the TSP and improves the eﬃciency of path planning.
This kind of methods is mainly aimed at exploring and
studying the algorithm for the shortest path for traversing all
sensor nodes.
2.2. Decreasing the Number of Target Nodes for Data Collection
to Reduce the Energy Consumption of the UAV. The main idea
of this kind of methods is to cluster the sensor nodes ﬁrst and
select a sensor node as the cluster head in each cluster
according to certain rules. The cluster-head nodes are taken
as the target nodes. The no-cluster-head nodes in a cluster
ﬁrst transmit data to the cluster-head node through a single
hop or multiple hops. A UAV or UAVs collect data by
traversing these cluster-head nodes. In [17], the nodes in a
cluster periodically transmit data to the cluster-head node.
The cluster-head nodes are responsible for communicating
with a UAV to transmit the data. In order to avoid the high
energy consumption of the cluster-head nodes, the authors
dynamically change the cluster-head node by rotation,
which results in that the UAV updates the traveling path
with the replacement of the cluster-head nodes. Ho et al. [20]
used Low Energy Adaptive Clustering Hierarchy (LEACH)
[26] to choose the cluster-head nodes as the waypoints and
proposed Particle Swarm Optimization (PSO) as an optimization method to ﬁnd the optimal path. To further reduce
the energy consumption of the UAV, this kind of methods is
mainly aimed at researching clustering algorithms and path
planning algorithms for searching the shortest path to
traverse the cluster-head nodes.
2.3. Using the Communication Range of Sensor Nodes to
Reduce the Energy Consumption of the UAV. The main idea is
to determine the waypoints. At the waypoints, the UAV can
communicate with a number of nodes in the single-hop
communication range and collect data. Generally, the
number of waypoints is less than the number of sensor
nodes; thus the energy consumption of the UAV can be
reduced. In [1], the authors use a fast circle ﬁtting algorithm
[19] to cluster the nodes and identify the center position of
each cluster so that the nodes in a cluster can transmit data to
the UAV by a single-hop manner. The center positions of
clusters are the identiﬁed waypoints. Then the path planning
for the UAV to collect data is abstracted as a TSP. When the
UAV reaches the cluster center, it collects data of each node
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in the cluster in a certain predeﬁned order. Wang and Chang
[21] proposed a path planning scheme having four steps:
initialization, rotation, optimization, and smooth to shorten
the length of the UAV’s path while satisfying the communication constraints of the sensor nodes. This kind of
methods is mainly aimed at the study of how to determine
the waypoints, which requires that not only the waypoints be
able to cover all the sensor nodes but also its number be as
small as possible. Then the shortest path to traverse all the
determined waypoints is to be found to further reduce the
energy consumption of the UAV.
The paths planned by the above methods have reduced
the energy consumption of the UAV to varying degrees.
These methods are eﬀective for UAVs to hover and collect
data over target nodes (or points) or waypoints. However, in
the case that the UAV collects data while ﬂying, the energy
consumption of the UAV is not necessarily the lowest if it
ﬂies along the paths planned by the above methods, because
they all ignore the phenomenon that, under the same ﬂight
distance, if the UAV ﬂies along a zigzag line, it will consume
more energy than when it ﬂies along a straight line.
When the UAV changes the direction during the ﬂight,
there is a process including deceleration, changing direction,
and acceleration, which will cause the UAV to be in a
nonuniform motion state. Under the circumstance, it will
consume more energy than when it ﬂies the same distance in
a uniform linear motion state. Considering this phenomenon, in this paper, we put up an energy consumption estimation model, ECEMBDA, which can be used to estimate
the energy consumption of a UAV to ﬂy from one node to
another, establish a path optimization model, and take the
lowest energy consumption of the UAV as the optimization
objective, and then a greedy algorithm is applied to solve the
model and get the energy-eﬃcient path for data collection.
We have done a lot of simulation experiments. In each
simulation, we selected the diﬀerent number of target nodes
and randomly deployed them in a 300 m × 300 m sensing
area and then, respectively, used our proposed method
ECEMBDA and the conventional method ECMBD to plan
the path. It is found that the paths planned by the former can
save about 9.22% of the energy consumption of the UAV
averagely compared with the ones planned by the latter. In
addition, the paths our method planned are much smoother.
In the real environment, the path for visiting 24 target nodes
was planned. The result still shows that the path planned by
our method is more energy-eﬃcient and smoother, which
can save about 12.21% of the energy consumption of the
UAV compared with the conventional method. These all
show that the proposed method can not only eﬀectively save
the energy of the UAV and improve its energy eﬃciency but
also meet the actual ﬂight needs. This method has a better
practicability.

3. Problem Analysis and Modeling
3.1. Overview. The path planning method for UAV-assisted
data collection in this paper not only considers the inﬂuence
of ﬂight distance on the energy consumption of the UAV but
also takes into account the inﬂuence of heading change angle
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on the energy consumption of the UAV. The energy consumption estimation model ECEMBDA which can estimate
or predict the energy cost of the UAV ﬂying from one node
to another is put up and is close to the real situation.
Therefore, this method is an eﬀective and practical method
for path planning for UAV-assisted data collection.
The method contains the following steps:
(i) Step 1. Through the real experiments, at a speciﬁc
speed, a relationship model of the direction change
angle and the energy consumption of the UAV and
a relationship model of the straight-line ﬂight distance and the energy consumption of the UAV are
established. Then an energy consumption estimation model ECEMBDA of the UAV (predicting the
energy cost of the UAV ﬂying from one node to
another) is built. How to model ECEMBDA will be
described in Sections 3.2 to 3.7.
(ii) Step 2. Use the model ECEMBDA in Step 1 to establish the path optimization model according to
the coordinate information of the target nodes in a
speciﬁc application (Section 3.8).
(iii) Step 3. The greedy algorithm is applied to solve the
path optimization model in Step 2 and plan the
energy-eﬃcient path for data collection (Section
3.9).
3.2. Problem Description. In this paper, in the scenario of
UAV-assisted data collection for a wireless sensor network
(as shown in Figure 2), a data collection process is as follows:
UAV starts from the starting point (such as a service station), visits all the stationary deployed target nodes, collects
the data while ﬂying, and ﬁnally returns to the starting point
to prepare for the next round of data collection. These target
nodes are deployed in the sensing area according to the
monitoring needs. Generally, they are not completely in a
straight line. In what order to traverse these target nodes and
how to plan the data collection path such that the UAV can
consume the least energy are two of the key problems to be
solved in UAV-assisted data collection for a wireless sensor
network and are also the problems that we need to solve in
this paper. If the UAV consumes less energy, in its battery
duration, it can visit more nodes, complete more tasks,
achieve high energy eﬃciency, reduce the number of
charges, and shorten the average time of data collection.
3.3. Problem Analysis. In the previous literature
[1, 12–14, 17–19], researchers only took the ﬂight distance as
the core measure to plan the UAV’s data collection path.
They believed that the shorter ﬂight distance, the less energy
consumption. Therefore, the path planned by them is the
shortest path to traverse all the target nodes. However, when
the traversed target nodes are not completely in the same
straight line and the UAV collects data while ﬂying, there
will be heading changes during ﬂying. Heading change will
make the UAV consume more energy. This has been veriﬁed
by the experiment (in Section 6), and the results show that
the greater the angle of heading change, the more the energy
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the last energy consumption of heading change (turning at
the current point) and the distance from the turning point
(the current point) to the next target point. Therefore, we
give an energy consumption estimation model, ECEMBDA,
which can predict the energy consumed by the UAV ﬂying
from one point to another:
Cijk � fv θijk  + gv djk ,

(i, j, k � 0, 1, . . . , n, i ≠ j ≠ k),
(1)

Figure 2: The scenario of UAV-assisted data collection.

consumed. Therefore, the energy consumption of the UAV
is related not only to its ﬂight distance but also to its angle of
heading change. It is not accurate enough to only use the
ﬂight distance to estimate the energy consumption of the
UAV. We need a more realistic and accurate model to
predict the energy cost of the UAV ﬂying from one point to
another, based on the predicted energy consumption between any two points to establish the path optimization
model with the lowest energy consumption of the UAV and
plan the energy-eﬃcient path for the UAV’s data collection.
3.4. Modeling Energy Consumption Estimation Model. For
considering the energy consumption of the UAV to plan the
path for the UAV-assisted data collection, determining the
visiting order of the target nodes is related not only to the
distance needed to ﬂy but also to the angle needed by
heading changes. Any heading change angle is determined
by three key points: the precursor point, the turning point,
and the successor point. For example, in Figure 1, on the
ﬂight path ABC, the UAV ﬁrst ﬂies from A to B in a straight
line and then changes the direction (heading) at the point B,
and then it ﬂies to the next target point C, where the precursor point is A that has just been visited, the turning point
is B, and the successor point is C that will be visited next. The
locations of the points A, B, and C determine the size θ of the
heading change angle ∠C′BC; that is, θ � 180° − ∠ABC.
When we determine the visiting order of the nodes and plan
the path, except the starting point, any point is a turning
point, which can form an angle with any other two points
and can be a segment of the path determined by the three
points. Therefore, the path planning based on the eﬀect of
the heading change angle and ﬂight distance on the energy
consumption of the UAV is related not only to the distance
between any two points (nodes) but also to the angle
composed of any three points (nodes) (except the angle
where the starting point is as the turning point). This is very
diﬀerent from the path planning only considering the eﬀect
of the ﬂight distance on the energy consumption of the UAV
and involving the distance between any two nodes. In the
path planning considering the energy cost brought about by
changing direction, it is complicated to express the energy
consumption of the UAV to ﬂy from one point (node) to
another. We believe that the UAV’s energy consumption to
ﬂy from the current point to the next target point is related to

where Cijk denotes the estimated energy consumed by the
UAV on the path segment j ⟶ k in the process that the
UAV ﬂies from the point i to the point k through the point j
(as shown in Figure 3). The energy consumed includes two
components: the energy consumption fv (θijk ) of the UAV
for changing direction at the point j and the energy consumption gv (djk ) of the UAV for straight line ﬂying on the
path segment j ⟶ k (i, j, and k are the numbers of the
starting point and nodes. 0 is the number of the starting
point; 1, 2, . . ., n denote the numbers of the nodes). fv (θijk )
denotes the energy that the UAV would consume when it
changes from the direction i ⟶ j to the direction j ⟶ k
(i.e., the angle where the heading change is) at the desired
ﬂight speed v; gv (djk ) denotes the energy that the UAV
would consume when it ﬂies in a straight line on the path
segment j ⟶ k at the desired ﬂight speed v. The energy
consumption gv (djk ) is basically proportional to the distance djk (from j to k). The longer the distance is, the greater
the energy consumption is. In particular, since the UAV
starts from point 0, traverses all the nodes for data collection,
and ﬁnally returns to point 0, there is no need to consider the
energy consumption of the heading change at point 0; that is,
fv (θi0k ) � fv (0) � 0;
hence,
Ci0k � gv (d0k ), (i, k � 1,
2, . . . , n, i ≠ k).
3.5. Energy Consumption and Angle of Heading Change.
The relationship between the angle of heading change and
the energy consumption is studied by real measuring of the
ﬂight state of the UAV. It is found that the larger the angle of
heading change, the greater the energy consumption under
the same conditions. Through analyzing the real experiment
data, under a speciﬁc ﬂight speed (4.5 m/s), a relationship
model of the angle of heading change and the energy
consumption is established.
The experiment is described as follows: In the actual
ﬂight experiment, we ﬁnd that the instantaneous energy
consumption of the UAV is almost stable when it ﬂies at an
nearly uniform speed in a straight line. But there is deceleration and acceleration in the process of heading change;
thus the instantaneous energy consumption would ﬂuctuate
or change in the process. We set a desired speed v � 4.5 m/s
for the UAV to make it ﬂy in a straight line along the direction A ⟶ B and then change the direction at point B (the
angle
of
heading
change
is
selected
as
0° , 30° , 60° , 90° , 120° , 150° and 180° in turn) and then continue to ﬂy in a straight line along the direction B ⟶ C as
shown in Figure 1. Under the desired speed, in order to make
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Therefore, we choose the relationship expression obtained
by quadratic ﬁtting, and the quadratic coeﬃcient is 2.87 ×
10− 6 through MATLAB ﬁtting; the primary coeﬃcient is
4.345 × 10− 4 , and the constant term is 0.0026. The constant
term here is very small and close to zero, so the constant
term can be ignored. This is also consistent with the fact that
there will be no steering energy consumption when there is
no steering. Then the relationship model between the angle
of heading change and the energy consumption is obtained
as follows:
fv (θ) � 2.87 × 10− 6 θ2 + 4.345 × 10− 4 θ + 0.0026.

(2)

Figure 3: Diagram of the angle of heading change of a UAV.

the energy consumption of changing the direction at the
diﬀerent angles comparable, it is required to ensure that,
under each turning angle, the UAV’s ﬂight speeds at point A
and point C are all the desired speed (4.5 m/s) (point A and
point C are, respectively, the start point and end point of
calculating the energy consumption). In addition, it is
necessary that the distances of the path ABC at the diﬀerent
angles of heading change be of the same length. To satisfy the
above two requirements, the method for selecting the locations of point A and point C is described as follows: for
θ � 0° , 30° , 60° , 90° , 120° , 150° , 180° , we, respectively, get the
critical points A0, A30, A60, A90, A120, A150, and A180, where
the UAV just starts to decelerate, and the critical points C0,
C30, C60, C90, C120, C150, and C180, where the UAV just
reaches the desired speed (4.5 m/s) (the UAV starts to accelerate at point B). Then we select the longest distance from
{A0B, A30B, A60B, A90B, A120B, A150B, A180B} as the distance
of AB and the longest distance from {BC0, BC30, BC60, BC90,
BC120, BC150, BC180} as the distance of BC. Finally, based on
the experiment data, AB � 4 m and BC � 27 m (rounded up).
Under the desired speed v � 4.5 m/s, we measured the
total energy consumption of the UAV ﬂying along the
straight line on the A ⟶ B direction for 4 m, changing
direction at point B (the angle θ of heading change is set,
respectively, as 0° , 30° , 60° , 90° , 120° , 150° , 180° ), and then
ﬂying along the straight line on the B ⟶ C direction for
27 m. The energy consumption is shown in Figure 4 (the
relationship between the angle of heading change and the
energy consumption). The composition of the total energy
consumption can be approximately regarded as the energy
consumed by the 31 m straight-line ﬂight and heading
change of the UAV. In this experiment, the energy consumption of the UAV’s 31 m straight-line ﬂight (i.e., the
angle of heading change is 0° ) is about 0.188 W·h. By subtracting the energy consumption of the straight-line ﬂight
from the total energy consumption, we can get the energy
consumption of the UAV for changing the diﬀerent angles
under the desired speed v � 4.5 m/s. In Figure 4, it is obvious
that the larger the angle of heading change, the greater the
energy consumption. By ﬁtting the data with MATLAB, it is
found that the quadratic polynomial ﬁts better than the
linear function. The third and higher-order ﬁtting expressions are too complex to be calculated in application.

3.6. Energy Consumption and Distance of Straight-Line Flight.
When the UAV ﬂies along a straight line at the expected
speed v � 4.5 m/s, we, respectively, measured its energy
consumed by about 1 m, 2 m, . . .,31 m straight-line ﬂight (as
shown in Figure 5). It is shown that the energy consumption
is almost proportional to the distance of straight-line ﬂight.
Then, by calculating the average energy consumption of onemeter straight-line ﬂight in these 31 cases, the relationship
model between the distance of straight-line ﬂight and the
energy consumption is obtained when the UAV’s expected
speed is v � 4.5 m/s. The model is
gv (d) � 0.006d.

(3)

3.7. Energy Consumption Estimation Model. In summary, we
substitute equations (2) and (3) into equation (1), and then
we can get the energy consumption estimation model of the
UAV for ﬂying from one point to another at the expected
speed v � 5 m/s:
Cijk � 2.87 × 10− 6 θ2ijk + 4.345 × 10− 4 θijk + 0.0026
+ 0.006djk ,

(4)

(i, j, k � 0, 1, · · · , n, i ≠ j ≠ k),

where Ci0k � 0.006d0k , (i, k � 1, 2, · · · , n, i ≠ k), because
point 0 is the start point and it is not necessary to change
direction at the start point. The coeﬃcients in equation (4)
are the corresponding coeﬃcients in equations (2) and (3).
3.8. Path Optimization Model. From the above analysis, we
further describe the path planning problem for UAVassisted data collection as follows: Firstly, it is assumed that
the UAV ﬂies at a certain constant altitude. The set of nodes
consisting of the start point and the target node to be visited
is {0, 1, . . ., n}, where 0 is the number of the start point (i.e.,
the service station) and 1∼n are the numbers of the target
nodes. The goal of the path planning is to ﬁnd a sequence
p0 , p1 , . . . , pn , p0 to visit target nodes. The visiting sequence
starts from the start point and at last returns back to it.
Besides, the sequence can make the total energy consumption of the UAV be the least. In the sequence
p0 , p1 , . . . , pn , p0 , p0 is the start point 0, and p1 , p2 , . . . , pn is
an arrangement of the numbers 1, 2, . . . , n of the target
nodes. Therefore, the problem can be abstracted into a 0–1

Energy consumption (W·H)
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0.2

i, j, k � 0, 1, . . . , n, i ≠ j ≠ k.

(10)

Equation (5) is the concrete expression of the objective
function. The constraints in equations (6)–(8) ensure that
the start point and each target node are passed through only
once in the path. The constraint in equation (9) guarantees
that there is one and only one loop in the path, where S is an
arbitrary subset of the vertex set, |S| is the number of vertices
in the set S, and i,j,k∈S xijk is the number of edges in the
loop. From equations (6)–(8), the degree of each vertex is
less than or equal to 2. Only when the degree of each vertex
in the loop is equal to 2 are the numbers of edges and vertices
equal. So only when i,j,k∈S xijk � |S| is there a loop in the
vertex set. However, equation (9) restricts the number of
edges in the set S formed by any proper subset of vertex set to
be less than the number of vertices, so that the set S formed
by any proper subset of vertex set is not a loop. xijk in
equation (10) represents whether a certain corner of the task
point nj (whose precursor vertex is ni and the following
vertex is nk ) is selected as a part of the total path or not. The
value of xijk is 0 or 1, where 1 indicates that the corresponding corner is selected, and 0 indicates that it is not
selected.
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Figure 5: Straight-line ﬂight distance and the energy consumption.

integer programming problem and we can get a path optimization model with the least energy consumption of the
UAV, and the mathematical expression is as follows:
min

n

n

n







cijk xijk ,

(5)

i�1,i ≠ j≠k j�1,i≠j≠k k�1,i≠j≠k
n

n

s.t.   xijk � 1,

(6)

i�0 j�0
n

n

  xijk � 1,

(7)

i�0 k�0
n

n

  xijk � 1,

(8)

j�0 k�0

 xijk ≤ |S| − 1, 2 ≤ |S| ≤ n − 2 ,
i,j,k∈S

S ⊂ {0, 1, . . . , n}, (9)

3.9. Path Planning Algorithm. From the above analysis and
deﬁnition for the problem, it can be seen that the problem is
very similar to a TSP [27, 28]. The diﬀerence between them is
that the TSP only involves the distance between any two
points, but this problem needs to consider not only the
distance between any two points but also the angle formed
by any three points (including the start point), which is more
complex than a common TSP. It is a variant of the common
TSP and also belongs to an NP-hard problem. So, we use the
greedy algorithm to solve it. Since the greedy algorithm is a
local optimization algorithm, in order to further reduce the
impact of its locality on the path planning, we, respectively,
take the real start point and each target node as the start
point in the algorithm and use the greedy algorithm to plan
the data collection path. Then the n+1 candidate loop paths
will be gotten. We use the real start point as the start point
and predict the total energy consumption of the UAV to ﬂy
on each candidate loop path based on ECEMBDA. Finally,
the path with the least total energy consumption is selected
as the ultimate planned path. The path planning algorithm is
as shown in Algorithm 1.
The deﬁnitions of the symbols are as follows:
(i) S is the set of target nodes and starting node
(ii) C is the array of energy consumption; P[m] is the
array of recording the optimal loop path starting
from node m and coming back to node m; Path[m]
is the array of recording the optimal loop path from
node 0, along the loop path P[m] and back to node 0
(iii) EC is the array of estimated (or predicted) total
energy consumption
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(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)
(17)
(18)
(19)
(20)
(21)
(22)

get the coordinates of each node in S
calculate and construct C with the formula (7)
for all nodes, m (m � 0, 1, . . ., n) do
take the node m as the starting node (only assumed, not necessarily true)
P[m][0] � m; % path[m][ ] records the optimal path starting from the node m
ﬁnd the node q which is the closest to the node m and take it as the next node to be visited
P[m] [1] � q; % record the node q as the ﬁrst node that will be visited
i�m
j � q; % be ready to ﬁnd the next node to be visited
for (l � 2; l ≤ n; l++)
ﬁnd the subscript k which makes C[i][j][k] minimum in the array C[i][j][ ]
P[m][l] � k;
% record the next node that will be visited
i � j;
j � k;
% be ready to ﬁnd the next node to be visited
end for
end for
for (m � 0; m ≤ n; m++)
get Path[m][] by setting the starting node as the node 0 in the loop path P[m][];
calculate EC[m];
end for
ﬁnd the subscript s which makes EC[s] minimum in the arrayEC
return Path[s][ ]% Path[s][ ]is the optimal loop path planned for data collection
ALGORITHM 1: Path planning algorithm.

(iv) EC[m] is the estimated total energy consumed by
the UAV for ﬂying from node 0 and along the loop
path Path[m]

4. Simulation and Experiment
4.1. Simulation and Result Analysis. We simulated a
300 m × 300 m square sensing area, in which we speciﬁed (0,
0) as the location of the service station and randomly
deployed n target nodes. The desired speed of the UAV was
set as v � 4.5 m/s.
In this paper, for n � 30, 40, 50, 60, and 70, we, respectively, used our method (ECEMBDA) and the conventional method (ECEBD) to plan the path for visiting the
target nodes and estimated and compared the energy consumption of the UAV to ﬂy on the planned paths. The result
is shown in Figure 6. As can be seen from the ﬁgure, regardless of what method is used, the more the target nodes,
the higher the energy consumption of the UAV. On the
whole, the paths planned by our method are more energysaving than those planned by the conventional method, and
the energy-saving ratios (energy-saving ratio � (the energy
consumption on the path planned by the conventional
method - the energy consumption on the path planned by
our method)/the energy consumption on the path planned
by the conventional method) are as shown in Figure 7. The
average energy-saving ratio of the ﬁve cases is about 9.22%.
At the same time, we can also see that, in the same size area,
when the number of target nodes is small or large, the
energy-saving ratios will all decline, because when the
number of target nodes is small, the distance between any
two target nodes is relatively large and the number of turning
points is relatively small. Hence, the path on which the UAV
maintains a uniform ﬂight in a straight line is relatively long,

and the proportion of the energy consumption of the
straight-line ﬂight gv (d) is relatively large, which will reduce
the proportion of the energy consumption of the heading
change and weaken the energy-saving eﬀect brought by
reducing the energy consumption of the heading change.
But, for more nodes, due to the limit that the distance
between any two nodes is not less than 31 m, the distribution
of these nodes is relatively uniform (in a 300 m × 300 m
square sensing area) and more nodes will be almost in the
same line. Therefore, the total angle of the heading change is
relatively reduced, which will also weaken the energy-saving
eﬀect brought by reducing the energy consumption of the
heading change. The above analysis shows that there is the
number of target nodes with the best energy-saving eﬀect in
a given size area; that is, there is the density of target nodes
with the best energy-saving eﬀect (limited by the paper
space, it is not discussed further in this paper).
Our method is mainly composed of two stages: calculating (or predicting) the possible energy consumption of the
UAV to ﬂy from any node (or point) to another and
planning the path. The former estimates the energy consumption between any two nodes based on ECMMBDA and
the latter plans the ﬂight path of the UAV based on the
calculation result of the former. For the calculation of energy
consumption between any two nodes, it only needs to be
done once. Subsequently, the users can use the calculation
result of the energy consumption between any two nodes
and select an appropriate optimization algorithm to solve
the optimal path according to the actual situation (in this
paper, the greedy algorithm is chosen). Similarly, the conventional method is also composed of two phases: calculating the distance between any two nodes and planning the
path. In the path planning stage, the same greedy algorithm
is used in the two methods, so the consumed time is almost
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Figure 6: Comparison of the energy consumed by the UAV, respectively, ﬂying the paths planned by our method (ECEMBDA)
and the conventional method (ECEBD) under the diﬀerent
numbers of target nodes.
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Figure 8: Comparison of the time spent, respectively, by our
method (ECEMBDA) and the conventional method (ECEBD) at
the path planning stage under the diﬀerent numbers of target
nodes.

(Figure 9) which only takes the shortest distance as the
optimization objective has more large heading change angles, so the UAV ﬂying on it would consume more energy.
Without loss of generality, we deployed 50 target nodes
randomly ten times. For each deployment, the conventional
method and our method were, respectively, used to plan the
optimal path, and the estimated energy consumption on the
planned paths was compared, as shown in Figures 11 and 12.
Obviously, for each case, the path planned by our method is
much better in energy-saving, and each energy-saving ratio
is more than 8%, and the average energy-saving ratio is
about 9.38%.

40

50
60
Numbers of target nodes

70

Figure 7: Energy-saving ratios under the diﬀerent numbers of
target nodes.

the same. For n � 30, 40, 50, 60, and 70, the time consumption of the two methods in the path planning stages is
compared, and the result is as shown in Figure 8. It is not
diﬃcult to see that, with the number of target nodes increasing gradually, the time consumed by the two methods is
also signiﬁcantly increased and the consumed time is almost
the same. The average time consumed by our method is
about 0.021 s and the average time consumed by the conventional method is about 0.018 s.
In addition, for n � 50, the optimal paths planned, respectively, by our method and the conventional method are
given, as shown in Figures 9 and 10. It can be seen that the
path planned by our method (Figure 10) is smoother and
more suitable for ﬂight and has lower energy consumption.
However, the path planned by the conventional method

4.2. Experiment and Result Analysis. Furthermore, in order
to illustrate the eﬀectiveness and feasibility of our method,
we set 24 target points in a real environment and then
compared the paths, respectively, planned by our proposed
method and the conventional method.
The experimental environment parameters are as
follows:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

Wind speed: <0.5 m/S
PM2.5: <80 μg/m3
PM10: <80 μg/m3
Temperature: 15–23°C
Air pressure: 905–925 HPA

The experiment result is shown in Figure 13, where
Figure 13(a) is the path planned by our method and
Figure 13(b) is the path planned by for the conventional
method. The numerical markers in the ﬁgure indicate the
order of visiting the target points. Because the path is a loop,
the end point that is marked as 25 is also start point 1. The
yellow line is the planned optimal path and the blue line
represents the actual ﬂight path. Because of the inﬂuence of
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Figure 9: Path planned by the conventional method (ECEBD).
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Figure 10: Path planned by our method (ECEMBDA).
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Figure 11: Comparison of the energy consumed by the UAV, respectively, ﬂying the paths planned by our method (ECEMBDA) and the
conventional method (ECEBD) under the 10 diﬀerent distributions of 50 target nodes.

Security and Communication Networks

11

0.14

Energy-saving ratio

0.12
0.1
0.08
0.06
0.04
0.02
0
1

2

3

4
5
6
7
Different distributions

8

9

10

Figure 12: Energy-saving ratios under the 10 diﬀerent distributions of 50 target nodes.

(a)

(b)

Figure 13: Paths planned, respectively, by our method (ECEMBDA) and the conventional method (ECEBD) under the 24 target nodes
deployed in the real environment. (a) Path planned by ECEMBDA. (b) Path planned by ECEBD.

wind, the blue line does not coincide with the yellow line
completely. As seen from the ﬁgure, it is not diﬃcult to ﬁnd
that the trajectory of the path planned by our method is
much smoother and has fewer sharp turning angles. Such a
path can make the UAV maintain a relatively uniform
motion state as far as possible in the course of ﬂight and
reduce the energy consumption. In this experiment, we,
respectively, measured the UAV’s energy consumption on
the two paths. The result indicates that our method can ﬁnd a
more energy-eﬃcient path than the conventional method
and the energy-saving ratio is about 12.21%. Through the
ﬂight diagram, we can see that the actual ﬂight path is
diﬀerent from the planned path. These are mainly caused by
the errors of GPS. However, because the error here is very
small compared with the distance of wireless data collection,
it will not aﬀect the application.

5. Conclusion and Future Work
In this paper, we propose an energy-eﬃcient path planning
method for UAV-assisted data collection by modeling the
near-real UAV’s energy consumption in its ﬂight. The
simulation result shows that when 30, 40, 50, 60, and 70
target nodes are randomly deployed in a 300 m × 300 m area,
the paths planned by our proposed method can save about
9.22% of the energy consumption of the UAV on average,
and the paths are much smoother and suitable for actual
ﬂight. Furthermore, the real experiment also shows that the
proposed method can plan a more energy-eﬃcient and
smoother path.
However, in this paper, the ﬂight of UAV is limited to
two-dimensional plane. The actual UAV ﬂight is in threedimensional space, so the follow-up work of this paper is
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to further expand this energy-eﬃcient path planning
method to the three-dimensional path planning. In addition, through the experiments of this paper, it is found
that when thenumber of task points increases to a certain
extent, the planning energy-saving eﬀect will decline.
Therefore, the other follow-up work of this paper will be to
solve the problem of decreasing the eﬀect caused by the
increase of task points through partition and cooperation
of multiple UAVs.

Data Availability
The data used in this paper can be obtained directly by the
real experiment according to the sentences and tables of the
paper or generated by combining them with the algorithm.
The core steps and algorithms of data processing method are
introduced in the paper in detail, too.

Security and Communication Networks

[8]

[9]

[10]

[11]

[12]

Conflicts of Interest
The authors declare that there are no conﬂicts of interest
regarding the publication of this paper.

[13]

Acknowledgments
This work was supported in part by the Key Research and
Development Program of Shaanxi Province (Program nos.
2019GY-012 and 2018SF-369), the National Natural Science
Foundation of China (Grant nos. 61702416 and 61902316),
the Scientiﬁc Research Program Funded by Shaanxi Provincial Education Department (Program nos. 18JK0773 and
17JK0775), the Industrial Science and Technology Research
Project of Henan Province (Grant no. 202102210387), and
the Science Foundation of Northwest University (nos.
15NW32 and 15NW31).

References
[1] A. K. Kumar, K. M. Sivalingam, and A. Kumar, “On reducing
delay in mobile data collection based wireless sensor networks,” Wireless Networks, vol. 19, no. 3, pp. 285–299, 2013.
[2] L. He, J. Pan, and J. Xu, “A progressive approach to reducing
data collection latency in wireless sensor networks with
mobile elements,” IEEE Transactions on Mobile Computing,
vol. 12, no. 7, pp. 1308–1320, 2013.
[3] L. He, J. Pan, and J. Xu, “Reducing data collection latency in
wireless sensor networks with mobile elements,” in Proceedings of the IEEE International Computer Communications
Workshops, pp. 572–577, Maui, HI, USA, July 2011.
[4] T. S. Alemayehu and J.-H. Kim, “Eﬃcient nearest neighbor
heuristic TSP algorithms for reducing data acquisition latency
of UAV relay WSN,” Wireless Personal Communications,
vol. 95, no. 3, pp. 3271–3285, 2017.
[5] M. D. Dios, K. Lferd, and A. Ollero, “Cooperation between
UAS and wireless sensor networks for eﬃcient data collection
in large environments,” Journal of Intelligent & Robotic
Systems, vol. 70, no. 1–4, pp. 491–508, 2013.
[6] M. Dong, K. Ota, M. Lin, Z. Tang, S. Du, and H. Zhu, “UAVassisted data gathering in wireless sensor networks,” The
Journal of Supercomputing, vol. 70, no. 3, pp. 1142–1155, 2014.
[7] C. Wang, F. Ma, J. Yan, D. De, and S. K. Das, “Eﬃcient aerial
data collection with UAV in large-scale wireless sensor

[14]

[15]

[16]

[17]

[18]

[19]

[20]

[21]

[22]

[23]

networks,” International Journal of Distributed Sensor Networks, vol. 11, p. 2, 2015.
D. Xu, W. Li, A. Wang et al., “UAV data collection method
based on data value,” Journal of Software, vol. 28, no. 12,
pp. 3206–3222, 2017.
S. M. Adams and C. J. Friedland, “A survey of unmanned
aerial vehicle (UAV) usage for imagery collection in disaster
research and management,” in Proceedings. of the 9th International Workshop on Remote Sensing for Disaster Response,
Stanford University, Stanford, CA, USA, September 2011.
D. W. Casbeer, R. W. Beard, T. W. Mc Lain, and S. M. Li,
“Forest ﬁre monitoring with multiple small UAVs,” in Proceedings of the 2005 IEEE American Control Conference, IEEE,
Portland, OR, USA, June 2005.
E. Honkavaara, H. Saari, J. Kaivosoja et al., “Processing and
assessment of spectrometric, stereoscopic imagery collected
using a lightweight UAV spectral camera for precision agriculture,” Remote Sensing, vol. 5, no. 10, pp. 5006–5039, 2013.
M. Ma, Y. Yang, and M. Zhao, “Tour planning for mobile
data-gathering mechanisms in wireless sensor networks,”
IEEE Transactions on Vehicular Technology, vol. 62, no. 4,
pp. 1472–1483, 2013.
J. T. Isaacs, S. Venkateswaran, J. Hespanha, and U. Madhow,
“Multiple event localization in a sparse acoustic sensor network using UAVs as data mules,” in Proceedings of the
Globecom Workshops (GC Wkshps), pp. 1562–1567, IEEE,
Anaheim, CA, USA, December 2012.
S. Guo, C. Wang, and Y. Yang, “Joint mobile data gathering
and energy provisioning in wireless rechargeable sensor
networks,” IEEE Transactions on Mobile Computing, vol. 13,
no. 12, pp. 2836–2852, 2014.
J. Tang, H. Huang, S. Guo, and Y. Yang, “Dellat: delivery
latency minimization in wireless sensor networks with mobile
sink,” Journal of Parallel and Distributed Computing, vol. 83,
pp. 133–142, 2015.
L. He, J. Pan, and J. Xu, “A progressive approach to reducing
data collection latency in wireless sensor networks with
mobile elements,” IEEE Transactions on Mobile Computing,
vol. 12, no. 7, pp. 1308–1320, 2013.
J. R. Martinez-de Dios, K. Lferd, and A. de San Bernabe,
“Cooperation between UAS and wireless sensor networks for
eﬃcient data collection in large environments,” Journal of
Intelligent & Robotic Systems, vol. 70, no. 1–4, pp. 491–508,
2013.
C. Wang and J. Yan, “Path planning for UAV to collect sensor
data in large-scale WSNs,” Transactions of Beijing Institute of
Technology, vol. 35, no. 10, pp. 1044–1049, 2015.
B. Gartner, “Miniball 2.0: Smallest enclosing balls of points,”
2012,
http://www.inf.ethz.ch/personal/gaertner/miniball.
html.
D.-T. Ho, I. G. Esten, E. I. Grøtli, P. B. Sujit, T. A. Johansen,
and J. B. Sousa, “Optimization of wireless sensor network and
UAV data acquisition,” Journal of Intelligent & Robotic Systems, vol. 78, no. 1, pp. 159–179, 2015.
Q. Wang and X. Chang, The Optimal Trajectory Planning for
UAV in UAV-Aided Networks Cloud Computing and Security,
Springer International Publishing, Manhattan, NY, USA,
2016.
C. Lin, Y. X. He, and N. Xiong, “An energy-eﬃcient dynamic
power management in wireless sensor networks,” in Proceedings of the 2006 Fifth International Symposium on Parallel
and Distributed Computing, CO, USA, July 2006.
L. Shu, Y. Zhang, Z. Yu, L. T. Yang, M. Hauswirth, and
N. Xiong, “Context-aware cross-layer optimized video

Security and Communication Networks

[24]

[25]

[26]

[27]
[28]

streaming in wireless multimedia sensor networks,” The
Journal of Supercomputing, vol. 54, no. 1, pp. 94–121, 2010.
Y. Zeng, C. J. Sreenan, N. Xiong, L. T. Yang, and J. H. Park,
“Connectivity and coverage maintenance in wireless sensor
networks,” The Journal of Supercomputing, vol. 52, no. 1,
pp. 23–46, 2010.
C. Lin, N. Xiong, J. H. Park, and T.-h. Kim, “Dynamic power
management in new architecture of wireless sensor networks,” International Journal of Communication Systems,
vol. 22, no. 6, pp. 671–693, 2009.
W. R. Heinzelman, A. Chandrakasan, and H. Balakrishnan,
“Energy-eﬃcient communication protocol for wireless sensor
networks,” in Proceedings of the Hawaii International Conference on System Sciences, IEEE, Maui, HI, USA, January
2000.
E. L. Lawler, J. K. Lenstra, A. H. G. Rinnooy Kan et al., The
Traveling Salesman Problem: A Guided Tour of Combinatorial
optimization, Wiley, Hoboken, NJ, USA, 1985.
A. Schrijver, “On the history of combinatorial optimization
(till 1960),” Discrete Optimization, vol. 12, no. 5, pp. 1–68,
2005.

13

