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Nowadays, high data rates can be provided by optical fibres
as defined in the IEEE 802.3ba-2010 standard. The question
is how to bring such a data rate over a wireless link between
an indoor base station and a mobile device where 1000-fold
growth data transfer is expected till 2020 [1] and 5000-fold
growth by the year 2030 [2]. The IEEE 802.11.n standard for
wireless local area networks (WLANs) can provide data rates
up to 600 MBit/s, whereas the IEEE 802.11ac D standard
defines data rates up to 7 GBit/s. For future wireless com-
munications systems (5G and beyond), more than 100 GBit/
s data rates are desired, giving huge challenges for the
systems’ design. These kinds of data speeds have been so far
demonstrated only in laboratory conditions [3].

Wireless networks beyond 5G (fifth-generation) and 6G
(sixth-generation) are expected to provide a performance
targeting up to Tbps data rates. It is supporting a large scale
of novel usage scenarios and applications with high reli-
ability, almost zero response time, and higher frequencies.
Virtual presence, 3D printing, cyber physical systems, in-
telligent transport, and Industry 4.0 are only a few examples
of several possible use cases in order to enhance scalability,
flexibility, and efficient resource allocation. These ap-
proaches do not tackle the fundamental performance lim-
itations such as the available bandwidth, transmission and
processing delay, cost, and energy consumption. To break
these barriers in networks beyond 5G, resources, technol-
ogies, and research towards new technological concepts,
components, architectures, and systems concepts are
needed. Hence, innovative joint-investigation, assessment,
and design of theoretical models, aligned and supported by

experimental parameter evaluation/estimation and valida-
tion, are required.

In the future, the access to high-speed Internet is a crucial
advantage in the global competition for industry sites and
highly qualified human resources. Terahertz (THz) links, as a
wireless backhaul extension of the optical fiber [4], are im-
portant to guarantee high-speed Internet access everywhere.
Moreover, the increasing number of mobile and fixed users in
the private, industrial, and service sectors will require hun-
dreds of Gbps communications between cell towers (backhaul)
or between cell towers and remote radio heads (fronthaul).

As the application scenarios and requirements are more
diverse in the 5G and beyond communications than before,
not only the sub-6 GHz spectrum but also higher frequency
bands including millimetre wave (mm-Wave) and THz
bands are key enablers to satisfy the increasing data rate
demands. Therefore, tremendous funding has been and will
be investigating in this area. Researchers are active in sharing
their knowledge to push the related technologies forward.

Accurate channel characterization and modelling are
fundamental to evaluate the designed technologies and
system performance. The evaluation of multiple-input
multiple-output (MIMO) technology, various mobilities,
propagation environments, and frequency bands are making
this work more and more challenging [5]. The researchers
are making efforts on both deterministic and stochastic
channel models that support spatial consistency, dual mo-
bility, and various propagation mechanisms. Ray tracing-
(RT-) based deterministic modelling approach has dem-
onstrated the advantage in predicting time-varying channel
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and MIMO channel for various frequency bands. The
computational complexity and the utility of RT have been
optimized by many efforts [6]. Stochastic models such as
3GPP-based QuaDRiGa (QUAsi Deterministic Radlo
channel GenerAtor) model and COST2100 model support
time-varying simulation like MIMO simulation as well. They
are useful in non-site-specific statistical evaluation.

On the contrary, new 2D materials [7] and artificial ma-
terials [8] on mm-Wave and sub-THz wave together with new
packaging and fabrication methods, components, and struc-
tures are becoming most commonly used on-chip packaged
antenna arrays perspective. In addition, beyond small antenna
arrays, there are massive matrix structures such as plasmonic
antenna arrays [9] utilizing millions elements enabling together
with 2D materials and artificial materials opening available new
kind of THz electronic packaging alternatives.

Moreover, new advanced antenna systems, such as very
large antenna arrays, will be required to overcome the very
high path loss over the radio channel. The antennas in an
mm-Wave and THz band need to support a very large
bandwidth from several GHz up to a few THz [9], for ex-
ample, sub-THz band communication systems at 300. GHz
can provide a relative bandwidth of 10% at the centre fre-
quency, i.e., in the order of 30 GHz.

The very large bandwidth opens the door to a variety of
applications, which demand ultrahigh data rates, and allows the
development of novel applications in classical networking
scenarios as well as in new nanoscale communication ap-
proach. Some of these applications can already be foreseen, and
others will undoubtedly emerge as technology progresses [10].

As the next generation wireless communication devices
rely on MIMO technology to provide enhanced data rates,
the antenna design becomes even more challenging task in
any communication scenario. The theory of characteristic
modes (TCM) provides some insight into the design and
analysis of complex antenna systems. Characteristic modes
are a set of orthogonal real modes that can be computed
numerically for open electromagnetic problems. Since they
are obtained in the absence of excitation, the radiating
potential of any structure can be evaluated prior to the
selection of excitation method. TCM is also finding its way
into the design of antennas for a variety of modern appli-
cations, such as RFID, cognitive radio, UWB systems, full-
duplex communications, Internet of Things (IoT), but also
to a massive-MIMO antenna design by allowing to excite
different modes in a single element, and, thus, decreasing the
size of an array with a sophisticated feed network [11].

This special issue collects eight papers concerning var-
ious aspects of 5G and beyond system approaches. Two
papers deal with radio channel measurement and modelling
and two channel characterization by using ray tracing, while
three papers are concerned with antennas and one with OTA
(over-the-air) test measurements by combining radio
channel and antenna topics together under the system level.

One paper dealing with OTA measurements for the 5G
systems written by Xin et al. proposes OTA test setup for
mm-Wave massive MIMO equipment using the cascaded
amplitude and phase modulation (APM) network and
channel emulator. Compared with the existing test setup
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with mechanical switch, the test setup enables more accurate
reconstruction of the radio channel environment under the
multiprobe anechoic chamber (MPAC) setup without in-
creasing the number of channel emulators (CEs) allowing a
lower cost test system. The constructed MPAC testing setup
for mm-Wave and massive MIMO equipment is composed
of an anechoic chamber, a sectored probe wall containing a
number of probes, an APM network, a fading channel
emulator, and a user emulator (UE), and the simulation
results are compared with the test setup.

Two papers are focusing on RT at mm-Waves, where the
first one is written by Xiong et al. The paper studies wireless
channel characteristics of the three-dimensional (3D) model
of high-speed railway station (HSR) at the 37.0-42.5 GHz
band. Key parameters such as path-loss exponent, shadow
fading factor, delay spread, Rician K-factor, angular spread,
power angle spectrum, and spatial correlation are extracted
and investigated. These channel characteristics are proposed
for the selection of antenna arrays and the design of future
5G communication networks in the railway environment.

The other ray tracing paper written by Wang et al. dis-
cusses the characteristics of vehicle-to-infrastructure (V2I)
channels simulated and extracted for the urban environment
in Seoul. Simulations at the 23GHz band with 1GHz
bandwidth in a realistic V2I urban environment are per-
formed by a calibrated RT simulator to complement these
missing characteristics, e.g., directionality and blockage. The
path loss, shadow factor, Rician K-factor, root-mean-square
(RMS) delay spread, and angular spreads are characterized
from the calibrated RT simulation results, which gives a better
understanding of the propagation channel for designing
vehicular radio technologies and a communication system in
a similar environment. The extracted parameters can be input
to the channel generator, like QuaDRiGa or Metis, to generate
similar channels, which can be used to evaluate or verify the
performance of the system- or link-level design.

Two papers are related to channel measurements and
characterization. The first paper, written by Zhu et al., de-
velops a general 3D nonstationary vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V)
channel model, which is based on the traditional geometry-
based stochastic models (GBSMs) and the twin-cluster
approach. In contrast to the traditional models, the new
model is characterized by 3D scattering environments, 3D
antenna arrays, and 3D arbitrary trajectories of both ter-
minals and scatterers with provided channel parameters. The
statistical properties, i.e., spatial-temporal correlation
function (STCF) and Doppler power spectrum density
(DPSD) are delivered a well. Simulation results demon-
strated that the proposed model agrees with the theoretical
and measured results, which verifies the theoretical deri-
vations and channel model.

The other channel measurement paper is written by
Zhong et al. where measurements are performed on the
outdoor-to-indoor (O2I) propagation channels at 3.5, 4.9,
and 28 GHz simultaneously by using a multiband channel
sounder. The captured path loss distribution and angular
power arrival profiles were presented with measured pen-
etration loss at 28 GHz through different kinds of glass
windows. The glass windows presented in the paper
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introduced the penetration loss of 3 to 12dB which was
considered acceptable for mm-Wave O2I coverage. The low-
emissivity (low-E) windows, assumed to be used more in the
tuture, introduced 10 dB additional loss compared to glass
window. The measurement results will help to analyse the
02I coverage at mm-Waves, which is important when de-
signing and developing the future 5G network.

Finally, three antenna papers are focusing on 5G sys-
tems, which two are for mm-Wave and one for 6 GHz by
exciting multiple modes. The first mm-Wave paper is written
by Jian et al, and it is focusing on wideband circularly
polarized (CP) microstrip antenna consisting a central patch
and a microstrip line radiator. The CP radiation is achieved
by loading a rectangular slot on the ground plane. To im-
prove the 3dB axial ratio bandwidth (ARBW), two sym-
metric parasitic rectangular patches, paralleled to a central
patch and a slit, are positioned to load the central patch. The
measured impedance bandwidth for of the proposed an-
tenna is from 22.8 to 33.8 GHz, and the simulation result
shows that the 3 dB ARBW is from 28.77 to 33.5 GHz within
the impedance bandwidth. The peak gain of the antenna is
approximately 5 dBic within 3dB ARBW.

Another mm-Wave antenna written by Alves et al
presents a concept and development of two mechanically
frequency-tunable horn filtennas (filter antenna). The design
relies on the integration of a horn antenna with a mechan-
ically tunable filter based on dual-post resonators. The pro-
posed filtennas were manufactured and experimentally
characterized. Measurements show that both filtennas have a
tuning ratio approximately 1.37 with continuous adjustment.
The first prototype operates from 2.56 to 3.50 GHz, whereas
the second one has the bandwidth from 17.4 to 24.0 GHz. In
addition, the higher frequency filtenna has been implemented
in a 5.0-meter reach indoor environment, using a 16-QAM
signal at 24 GHz. The configuration results, in terms of a root-
mean-square error vector magnitude (EVMRMS) and an-
tenna radiation efficiency, are 3.69% and 97.0%, respectively.

The third antenna paper written by Chen et al. presents a
wideband differential-fed multimode microstrip patch an-
tenna at 4.75-6.75 GHz band. Two symmetrical rectangular
slots are cut on the radiating patch where the zero-current
position of the TM30 mode excites another resonant slot
mode. In addition, the slot length is enlarged to decrease the
frequency of the slot mode with little effect on the TM30
mode. To further expand the impedance bandwidth, the
width of the patch is reduced to increase the frequency of the
TM12 mode, while having little influence on the TM30 and
the slot modes. Additionally, a pair of small rectangular
strips is adopted on the top of the feeding probes to achieve
good impedance matching. Based on the arrangements, a
broadband microstrip patch antenna with three in-band
minima could be realized. The results show that the —10 dB
impedance bandwidth of the antenna is extended to 35.8%
with a stable radiation pattern.
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This paper proposes an over-the-air (OTA) testing setup for millimeter-wave (mmWave) massive multiple-input multiple-output
(MIMO) equipment using cascaded amplitude and phase modulation (APM) network and channel emulator. Compared with the
existing test setup with mechanical switch, the proposed testing setup enables more accurate reconstruction of the radio channel
environment under the multiprobe anechoic chamber (MPAC) setup without increasing the number of channel emulators (CEs)
to control the system cost. The constructed MPAC testing setup for mmWave and massive MIMO equipment is composed of an
anechoic chamber, a sectored probe wall containing a number of probes, an APM network, a fading channel emulator, and a user
emulator (UE). In this paper, the structural model and the performance advantages of the proposed radiated testing setup are
described, and a fully connected APM network for radiated testing is more prominent than the existing switch. Moreover, the
angular spectrum is selected as the performance metric for the reconstructed channel. The ability of the proposed system to
reconstruct the power angular spectrum (PAS) of the target channel is studied under both static and dynamic channel models,
which can reflect the performance of beamforming procedures of the massive MIMO antenna arrays, e.g., beam acquisition,
tracking, and refinement. The simulation results for angular spectrum support the superiority of the proposed OTA testing setup.
Furthermore, the simulations for average channel capacity also show that radiated testing setup using cascaded APM network and
channel emulator is valid.

1. Introduction

Due to the large amount of available spectrum in the
millimeter-wave (mmWave) band, mmWave communi-
cation has become an important technology in 5G cellular
communication systems. Compared with sub-6 GHz
communication, mmWave channel has higher penetra-
tion losses and energy losses due to scattering, thereby
resulting in high sparseness and specular reflection of the
channel [1]; thus, the signal is subject to higher pathloss
and transmission congestion at mmWave bands. In order
to overcome pathloss and maintain high signal power, the
signal-to-interference-plus-noise ratio (SINR) should
have a larger value, which means that mmWave antenna
should have a higher gain. The antenna array can be used

to improve the reliability of the communication link and
compensate for severe pathloss to increase SINR [2].
Fortunately, the wavelength for the mmWave frequency
is shorter, and the actual size of the mmWave antenna is
smaller than the antenna size in sub-6 GHz. Therefore,
massive multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) an-
tenna system can be configured with more antennas to
increase signal power. It is well known that massive
MIMO is one of the key technologies in 5G communi-
cation, and evaluating the performances of both antennas
and baseband parts is significant for the design and
development of mmWave massive MIMO devices. Given
the evaluation demands of the mmWave equipment in
the future, the test for controllable antenna systems is an
unprecedented task.
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For sub-6 GHz antenna systems, conducted testing is
used to test devices typically. However, there are two main
reasons why the conducted testing is no longer suitable for
the mmWave antenna system [3]. Firstly, the mmWave
system with tens or hundreds of antennas is a highly in-
tegrated unit. Therefore, given the system cost, size, and
design difficulties, it is no longer applicable to test mmWave
antenna devices using radio frequency (RF) cable. Secondly,
the beamforming capability of the base station (BS) should
be taken into account for the mmWave test. It is expected
that the best beam will be found at both ends of the link
during the link establishment process and then aligned
continuously under time-variant radio channel conditions.
For example, when one or both ends of a link are moving,
beam acquisition and beam alignment are key features for
mmWave device test. However, conducted testing ignores
the beam features of massive MIMO devices. Therefore,
given the infeasibility of conducted testing, mmWave de-
vices should be performed through radiated testing in which
the radiated antennas are used as the interface directly.

Recently, for the mmWave massive MIMO antenna
testing, a three-dimensional (3D) sectored multiprobe an-
echoic chamber (MPAC) setup is proposed [4]. The MPAC
OTA testing setup for the massive MIMO equipment is
composed of an anechoic chamber which can shield external
interference signals and absorb reflected waves, a sectored
probe wall which can place a large number of probes, a
switch system (mechanical relay switch: the key parameters,
e.g., switching speed, insertion loss, isolation, cost, crosstalk,
and lifetime, are dependent on the manufacturing tech-
nology of the switch), a channel emulator, and an user
emulator. The procedure of the massive MIMO OTA testing
and the configuration of the sectored OTA setup are detailed
in [5].

In order to test the beam acquisition and beam tracking
of mmWave massive MIMO equipment, a dynamic channel
environment needs to be reproduced [6]. The reasons are as
follows. Firstly, the antenna array and beamformer are
important parts of the mmWave devices, and the beam-
forming is indispensable in the link establishment process.
Therefore, the test for the adaptive beamforming requires the
dynamic radio channel urgently. Secondly, the link distance
in a massive MIMO system may be short, and small motions
may significantly change the channel propagation condi-
tions, causing rapid changes of the power amplitude ob-
served by different multipath components. As mentioned
above, the mmWave dynamic channel needs to be recon-
structed in the MPAC setup.

In the existing OTA testing systems, it is assumed that
the switch configuration is completely free and can be
switched at every considered moment without any distortion
[6]. However, the dynamic environment has strict perfor-
mance requirements for mechanical relay switches. The
performance of the mechanical relay switch was tested for
high-performance reconfigurable RF circuits in [7]. There
are some major problems in using mechanical relay
switches. Firstly, from low frequency to high frequency, the
switch isolation is reduced, and the insertion loss of the
device is increased significantly, which may increase the
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noise of the system directly and affect the performance of the
relay switches at high frequencies. Secondly, during the
switching of mechanical relay switches, any idle open
transmission line can resonate in the microwave range, and
the resonance can reflect electrical energy to a source of the
operating RF, thereby damaging it. For systems operating at
26 GHz or higher frequencies, the above damage will be
more severe due to the greatly reduced isolation [7]. Thirdly,
the service life of the mechanical switch is short, and its
components are sensitive to vibration. Longer service life
requires more robust actuators and drive linkages which
require that magnetic efficiency and mechanical rigidity are
optimized. Last but not least, the mechanical switch can only
use a subset of probes on the probe wall at each channel time
sample, which wastes hardware resources and could not
improve the performance of the MPAC. Therefore, in order
to test mmWave massive MIMO devices accurately, higher
technical requirements are put forward for the design of
switches. Given the shortcomings of the mechanical relay
switch, a new system structure is required and applied to the
mmWave massive MIMO OTA testing system.

In view of the above drawbacks of the current mmWave
OTA testing system with switches, this paper proposes the
amplitude and phase modulation (APM) network, which is
fully connected and digital, to replace the mechanical switch
in the MPAC setup. Therefore, the MPAC testing setup with
a cascaded APM network and channel emulator (CE) model
is presented in this paper. The inputs of the APM network
are connected to the outputs of the CE, and the outputs of
the APM network are connected to the probes. The main
advantages of the OTA testing setup with the cascaded
model are as follows:

(i) Firstly, given the reduced channel isolation of the
switch from low to high frequencies, the channels of
the fully connected APM network are independent
of each other. In addition, there is no distortion of
the mechanical relay switch mentioned above when
reconstructing the dynamic channel using digital
APM network. In addition, the update speed of the
APM network can be synchronized with the sam-
pling rate of the channel emulator. Furthermore, the
APM network has an automatic verification function
to balance the amplitude and phase deviation caused
by different RF lines.

(ii) Secondly, the digital APM network can use all the
probes placed on the probe wall at each sampling
time of the dynamic channel, rather than a subset of
the probes as in the case of the switch, thereby
making full use of hardware resources and im-
proving the accuracy of the emulated channel.
Therefore, using the OTA testing setup with a cas-
caded model, the channel reconstruction capability
can be improved greatly without increasing the
number of channel emulators in the MPAC setup.

However, nothing is perfect. Potential practical chal-
lenges of the APM network will be discussed in the summary
of simulation results, such as resolution of phase shifters
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(=word length), step size, and accuracy of analogue atten-
uators. In the future work, we will examine the influence of
the above nonideal factors on channel reconstruction.

From the above descriptions, it is not difficult to find that
the APM network’s structure is simpler than that of the
channel emulator and can only modulate the amplitude and
phase of the radio frequency signals. In addition, considering
a digital real-time control for APM structure, the APM
network is the same as the channel emulator when generating
impulse response of a single cluster. However, given the
multiple clusters for a geometry-based stochastic channel
model (GSCM), the APM network is powerless due to its
simple structure. Therefore, the channel emulator cannot be
tully replaced by the APM network, and the cost of simple
APM network is lower than that of complex channel emu-
lator. When reconstructing GSCM (multiple clusters) or
generating mmWave channel, we need to add number of
channel emulators to reconstruct the spatial characteristics of
the target channel more accurately. Despite the APM network
performance advantages described above, it is also expected to
improve the accuracy of the reconstructed channel and
greatly reduce test costs. Moreover, APM network is very
convenient to adjust the amplitude and phase by loading data
files which can be obtained in the sequel.

The notation used in this paper is as follows. Section 2
presents the structure of the APM network and the OTA
testing system with a cascaded model. Section 3 details the
MPAC setup with APM network for massive MIMO devices,
and specific implementation process is analysed and sum-
marized. The angular spectrum and the average channel
capacity are selected as the performance metrics for the
reconstructed channel. Numerical results and simulation
comparisons are given in Section 4. Finally, conclusions are
drawn in Section 5.

2. OTA Testing Setup Model

In the MPAC OTA testing setup, the relationship between
the geometric test area and the accuracy of the recon-
structed radio channel is a key issue. Using prefaded signals
synthesis (PFS) technology, the purpose is to select proper
probes and configure the optimal weights to reconstruct the
spatial characteristics in the test area [8], so that the target
PAS and the discrete PAS are as similar as possible. In the
OTA testing for massive MIMO devices, the device under
test (DUT) usually has larger antenna radius and higher
beam resolution. Thus, more active probes are needed to
recreate the target channel. The relation between the
number of probes and the radius of the test area is given in
[9], which indicates that increasing the number of probes
can reconstruct the target channel more accurately within a
given test area. Traditionally, each probe is connected to an
output of the channel emulator, and adding probes means
more channel emulator resources, which will greatly in-
crease the overall cost of the OTA testing setup. Inspired by
this, the paper proposes the MPAC testing setup using cas-
caded APM network and CE to achieve the same effect of the
multiple channel emulators, improving the performance of
the testing system and controlling the overall system cost.

2.1. Structure and Performance of the APM Network.
Figure 1 shows physical map (output A ports and input B
ports; the amplitude and the phase of each link can be
updated) of the APM network. As shown in Figure 2, the
fully connected structure of the APM network (Figure 2(a))
is very different from the mechanical switch (Figure 2(b))
which selects the output ports through switching at each

time. Each output port connected to probe A,
k=1,2,...,K, and each input port connected to channel
emulator Bp, p=12,...,P, are cross-connected. That is,

each output port of the APM network is superimposed by all
input signals. The amplitude and the phase of each internal
link can be updated at each sampling time and can be
controlled by loading the amplitude and phase which can be
set to either complex or real numbers.

Compared with mechanical switches, the main advan-
tages of APM networks can be summarized as follows:
Firstly, cross-connected links between the inputs and out-
puts are independent of each other, and their weights can be
adjusted digitally. In addition, there is no resonance problem
that may occur in the switching process of the switch.
Secondly, amplitudes and phases of the fully connected links
take effect within 1 millisecond quickly. The digital switching
process only needs to change the amplitudes and phases of
the RF channels, and there is no disturbance problem which
has been described for the mechanical switching process of
the switch. Thirdly, the switch and the additional RF lines
may cause amplitude and phase errors of different probe
links. However, the APM network has the ability of auto-
calibration to balance errors caused by the RF lines. Last but
not least, clock calibration is another important function of
the APM network. Due to the faster response time compared
with the switch, the APM network can synchronize with the
channel emulator, and the weights inside the APM network
can be adjusted precisely in the reconstructing process of the
dynamic channel.

2.2. MPAC Setup with a Cascaded Model. Components of the
proposed MPAC OTA testing setup are shown in Figure 3.
Unlike the testing setup of the 2D OTA ring structure, the
DUT is placed at the edge of the anechoic chamber so that
the space of the chamber can be utilized fully to control
system costs. The DUT is placed in the center of the test area,
and the distance from each point on the sectored probe wall
to the test area center is equal. The fully connected APM
network which can adjust the amplitude and phase of each
internal link replaces the original switch device. In the uplink
communication system, the K outputs of the APM network
are connected to K probes, and P inputs of the APM network
are connected to P outputs of the fading channel emulators
(K >P). The end of MPAC OTA testing setup is the user
emulator.

It is worth noting that the mechanical switch uses a
subset of all probes to emulate a static or dynamic channel.
The number of probes used to synthesize the cluster is
determined by the P outputs of the CE. That is, (K — P)
probes are idle, and therefore, the probe resources are
wasted. In addition, the APM network which adjusts the
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FIGURE 1: A physical map of the APM network equipment.
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FIGURE 3: MPAC setup with cascaded APM network and CE for the massive MIMO BS.

frequency band signals has simpler structure and lower cost
than the channel emulator. The OTA testing system using
cascaded APM network and CE in Figure 3 can achieve the
effect of multiple channel emulators and control the cost of
the testing system. Based on the above descriptions, the
APM network will have better performance than the switch
system in OTA testing for mmWave massive MIMO devices.

In summary, the APM network can not only overcome
the structural defects of the mechanical switch described
above but also improve the testing performance of the OTA
setup. The outputs of the CE and the probes used for channel
reconstruction are no longer one-to-one mapping, but P-to-
K. Adjusting the link parameters of the APM network
properly and increasing the number of probes installed on
the probe wall appropriately, the reconstructed channel can
be obtained accurately. The specific implementation process
and performance analysis will be detailed in Section 3. The

effectiveness of the proposed MPAC setup for recon-
structing the static channel model and dynamic channel
model is verified in Section 4.

3. Implementation Process of the Cascaded
MPAC OTA Setup

In the OTA testing system, spatial correlation can be used to
evaluate the reconstructed radio channel [10]. However,
there are several major problems using spatial correlation to
evaluate reconstructed mmWave channels. Firstly, spatial
correlation is used as a statistical measure of the similarity of
the received signals, without comparing continuous angular
spectrum and emulated angular spectrum synthesized by
probes directly. In this process, if the number of sampling
points’ test area is finite and the specific parameters of the
PAS are not considered, such as angular spread (AS) and
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azimuth angle of arrival (AoA), two completely different
angular spectrums may result in similar spatial correlation
[10]. Secondly, for the sub-6 GHz OTA testing system, the
spatial correlation is used to estimate the reconstruction of
the channel directly. However, the mmWave massive MIMO
systems are more directive and the channel is highly sparse
and specular; therefore, spatial correlation function might be
less relevant to determine OTA system performance [6].
Finally, the mmWave massive MIMO antennas have the
beamforming capability, which should be studied when
testing the performance of the DUT. Therefore, the selected
evaluation metrics need to emphasize the performance of the
beam, e.g., beam acquisition, tracking, refinement, and re-
covery [6]. Based on the above description, angular spec-
trum is selected as the test metric in the sequel.

3.1. Power Angular Spectrum

3.1.1. Target Power Angular Spectrum. Suppose that there is
avirtual planar antenna array in the test area, which consists
of M antenna elements. Using the classical Bartlett beam-
former under a given geometry antenna array, the angular
spectrum can be obtained by scanning the signal power in
each DoA through spatial filtering [11]. Therefore, the target
angular spectrum can be calculated for the reference channel
model using the following equation [12]:

P(¥) :aH(‘I’)H-)e(CD)P(d))eH(CD)dCD a(\¥), (1)

where a(¥) is the normalized steering vector for spatial
direction ¥ which consists of the azimuth ¢ and the ele-
vation 0. Assuming the ideal far-field conditions, the ex-
pression of the steering vector is a(¥) = [(1/vVM )e_x;;) (jQ2m
1) ((0py - 0a1)/10pg ), (VM) exp (j(2rIh) (opy - 0a)/
0pgl), -, (VM )exp (j(21/d)  ((0py - 0ay)/lopg )]’
and e(®) = [e, (D), e, (D),...,ey; (D)7 € CM! s a
channel response vector with respect to signal direction @,
where {}7 and {}"" represent the transpose and conjugate
transpose of a matrix or vector, respectively. The DUT is
placed in the center of the test area, opy represents the
direction vector of incoming wave direction ¥ to the center
origin o, and oa,, is the vector from the antenna element m
of the BS to the center origin o, where m=1,2,..., M.
Covariance matrix R € C**M of the received signals of the
BS antenna is given by

R= <j§e(q>)P(q>)eH (D)dD, (2)

where P (®) is the angular spectrum density function of the
angular direction ®. The spherical angular spectrum needs
to satisfy the following normalization condition [13]:

b4 /2
4)P(CD)dCD _ j j P(0.¢)os0d0dp 1. ()

T}

3.1.2. Emulated Power Angular Spectrum. The emulated
angular spectrum is synthesized by a limited number of
probes in the anechoic chamber, which is affected primarily

by the probe positions and the power weights. Suppose that
there are K available probes, the angular space set is {®;} and
the corresponding probe weight set is {w}, k =1,2,...,K.
According to the expression of the target angular spectrum,
the emulated angular spectrum is [12] given by

P(¥,w) =a" (¥)Ra(¥)
P u (4)
=a (V) Z e(Op)wie” (Pp)a(y),
k=1

where wy, is the allocated power for the kth probe and K is the
total number of the probes selected in the OTA experiment.

3.1.3. Objective Function. The target angular spectrum and
emulated angular spectrum generated by the OTA probes
are given in (1) and (4), respectively. Each vector element of
the angular spectrum is a superposition of the radiant power
and energy leakage from the DUT to each location on the
probe wall. In order to determine the weights of probes to
reconstruct the target channel, the optimization problem
aiming at minimizing the deviation between the target and
the emulated angular spectrum can be given by

. = 2
min|[P(¥) - P(¥, w)ll, 5)

st. wll, =1, 0<w,<l.

It is noted that equation (5) is a quadratic programming
problem with linear constraints, which can be solved by
convex optimization techniques readily.

3.2. Implementation Process. Proper probe selection can
accurately reconstruct target channels and control the cost of
the OTA testing setup. The multishot algorithm for the
probe selection is described in [13]. The idea of the algorithm
is to remove the probe with the smallest weight for each
iteration and select an optimal subset of the candidate probes
until the channel emulator resources (Pr, output ports) are
occupied completely. Different from switch, the advantage
of the APM network is that Pr probes are used (Pryg > Prp)
for each cluster without increasing the channel emulator.
However, Pr, probes are a subset of Pry probes for the
cluster using multishot algorithm, and the relationship
between Pry and Prp is Prp = Pry — ngop_lkq, where k_ is
the number of the deleted probes for the gth iteration. In this
way, the optimal probes which are required can be selected
as much as possible.

Assuming that the APM network is connected to K
probes which are selected and the weights w € RX*! of the
probes are obtained in equation (5) to synthesize the clusters
of the dynamic channel in each sampling time. For sim-
plicity and without loss of generality, the implementation
process of the radiated test setup for a link is described in
Figure 4. In addition, given that the delay between clusters is
on the order of nanoseconds and the response time of APM
is on the order of milliseconds, the MPAC testing setup with
a cascaded model should reflect power-delay profiles (PDPs)
accurately between the clusters. Therefore, the weight of each



cluster is controlled so that each output port of the channel
emulator only outputs a series of impulse responses of a single
cluster in Figure 4. Clusters with different delays are synthe-
sized separately. During cluster synthesis, the total sampling
time of the channel is assumed to be T. The impulse responses
of the channel emulator are defined as G = {G(p,t)} € C7,
and G (p, t) represents the impulse responses of the p output
portattime t,t =1,2,...,T and p =1,2,...,P. It should be
noted that the number of the clusters L should be less than or
equal to the number of the output ports of the channel em-
ulator P (where we assume L = P). The restriction is proper for
the mmWave channel reconstruction in [14], where the
number of the identified clusters ranges from 8 to 12 in the
non-line-of-sight (NLOS) scenario. Furthermore, each OTA
antenna contributing to the cluster has independent fading
coefficient sequences with identical statistics [8]. Therefore, the
impulse responses which are output by cross-connected APM
network need to ensure that probes are independently and
identically distributed (i.i.d.). That is, the impulse response G
passes the APM network and generates the iid. impulse re-
sponse H = {H, (k, p)} € C*P*T which is the expected target
channel and mapped to probes through the output ports of the
APM network.

Considering P clusters and achieving the exact mapping
of the impulse responses of each cluster to the K output ports
of the APM network at time ¢, there is a transition matrix
B, € C** which satisfies

vw; -H (1, p) B,(1,p) - G(p,t)
. Vw; -H, (2, p) B,(2,p)-G(p,1t)
minimize 5
B,,p=12,....P : :
\/w_KHt(K>p) Bt(Kap)G(pat)

(6)

where B, represents the transition matrix of the APM network at
sample time t, and the weights {w;} are obtained in (5). The
rows of the obtained transition matrix B, correspond to the
output ports of the APM network, and the number of columns is
the output ports of the channel emulator. Each element rep-
resents the adjusted amplitude and phase of the APM network at
sample time . Given the sample time t = 1,2, ..., T, using the
iid. impulse responses H which would be recreated accurately
by the cascaded model and impulse responses G, complex
weight matrix B € CX*P*T would be obtained.

Naturally, through the transition matrix B, (p) € CX*!
and the impulse response G (p,t) € C generated by the pth
port of the channel emulator, the ii.d. impulse responses
H, (p) € C* of K output ports of the APM network can be
synthesized to achieve the effect of increasing probes at
sampling time f:

H, (p) = B,(p) - G(p.1), (7)

sampling time t and port of the channel emulator p can be
traversed to obtain channel impulse responses H.

3.3. Capacity Evaluation. Channel capacity reflects trans-
mitted rate ability of the channel and is an important
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measure of the wireless communication, which can be
improved effectively by using antenna array technology.
Therefore, massive MIMO arrays at the BS can be utilized to
improve the transmission rate of the MIMO communica-
tions. Besides the previous work focused on angular spec-
trum accuracy at Rx side, the impact of the Tx side antenna
arrays and the propagation environments would be con-
sidered as well in this subsection. The reference channel
models, i.e., GSCMs, and the channel emulation methods
(PFS) are introduced later. Then, we use the MIMO rate
capacity [15] as a metric to study the accuracy of the em-
ulated channel using the APM network and the switch in the
OTA testing setup, respectively.

Through the uplink established in the antenna systems,
the channel capacity can be expressed by the Shannon
formula:

1 Y % H
C(t)=N—fnfz_llogzdet<l+ﬁt-H(t,nf)-H(t,nf) ),

(8)

where y is the signal-to-noise ratio, N is the number of
subcarriers, and N, is the number of transmitter antennas.
H,(t,ny) € CYS and H,, (t,n 1) € CY"S are the reference
channel matrix and emulated channel matrix in the fre-
quency domain, respectively, which can be obtained by
performing the Fourier transform of the channel impulse
responses {Hff,g(t, T)} and {HZT?(l’, T)} in Appendix A.
Through (7), reference channel capacity C.(¢) and emu-
lated channel capacity C,, (t) are simulated to analyze the
accuracy of the OTA emulated channels which are recreated
by the APM network and the switch, respectively.

4. Simulation Results

In this section, simulation results are provided to verify the
performance of the MPAC setup with a cascaded model.
Assume that the massive MIMO DUT operates at 28 GHz.
The angular spectrum is used as the performance metric, and
the simulation experiments are carried out under both static
and dynamic channel scenarios. Uniform line array (ULA)
on the Tx side consists of 4 antennas which are ideal dipoles,
and mutual coupling effect between antennas is ignored.
There is an Rx antenna array which is composed of 8 x8
omnidirectional antennas. In simulations, it is assumed that
the distance R from the DUT center to the probe wall is far
enough to meet the far-field condition. In addition, the
multipath channels are simulated with 10000 time samples
and a sampling interval is defined as 1 millisecond.
Therefore, the update rate of the APM network in simula-
tions is also defined as 1 millisecond to generate the expected
impulse responses H. The power angular spectrums of the
target clusters obey the Laplacian distribution which is
defined in [15]. Without loss of generality, 91 probes are
placed fixedly on the probe wall in [-30°,30°] of the hori-
zontal positions with 5° intervals and [-15°,15°] of the
vertical positions with 5° intervals, which are used in the
cascaded testing model. In addition, the multishot algorithm
for the probe selection is used to select optimal 8 probes
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FIGURE 4: Block diagram of the radiated test setup.

from 91 probe antennas in the OTA testing setup with the
switch. For simplicity, we will only discuss the situations for
single cluster hereafter. In this study, ignoring the un-
controllable effects of the mechanical switch and the APM
network, we assume that they are completely free to perform
the switching at each considered moment without any
distortion, and upper bounds of the performance for OTA
testing setups with switch and APM network are given in the
simulations, respectively.

4.1. Static Angular Spectrum. The performance of the pro-
posed testing setup is considered for the static channel
model. Angular spectrums observed by the DUT through
Bartlett beamforming are compared. From equation (1) and
equation (4), the target angular spectrum and the emulated
angular spectrum can be calculated conveniently. Figure 5
depicts the simulation result of the target angular spectrum
of a single cluster which obeys truncated Laplacian dis-
tributed 3D PAS with ASA=10° and ESA=3" (CDL-B
model [16]), and its AoA and EoA are assumed to be 0° and
0°, respectively. The other structures of the MPAC testing
system have not been changed. Figures 6(a) and 6(b) rep-
resent emulated angular spectrum emulated by the APM
network and the switch, respectively. The peak of the target
angular power is 15.13dB, which has been illustrated in
Figure 5. Intuitively, compared with the angular spectrum in
Figure 6(b), the emulated angular spectrum using the APM
network in Figure 6(a) is more similar to the target angular
spectrum. According to the numerical analysis, the peak
value deviation between the target and the emulated angular
spectrum in Figure 6(a) is insignificant, which is 0.01 dB,
indicating that the array gain in the emulated channel is
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FiGure 5: Target angular spectrum with AoA=0°, EoA=0’,
ASA =10°, and ESA=3".

accurate, and the error of the emulated angular spectrum in
Figure 6(b) is 0.14 dB. Obviously, the angular spectrum in
Figure 6(a) reconstructs the target angular spectrum in
Figure 5 more accurately than that in Figure 6(b).

In Figure 7, using the APM network and the switch,
respectively, the errors between the emulated angular spec-
trum and the target angular spectrum for the direction ¥ are
defined as 10log P (V) — 1010g13(\P, w). In Figure 7(a), the
image of the error is symmetrical. Since the mean spatial angle
of the target PAS is defined as (0°, 0°), and the installed probes
are symmetrically distributed, the symmetry phenomenon of
the Figure 7(a) can be comprehended easily. In addition, the
r.m.s. error describes the average variance distance between
the target angular spectrum and the emulated angular
spectrum, and the r.m.s. errors are —16.65dB and —4.18 dB in
Figures 7(a) and 7(b), respectively.
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Furthermore, a large number of simulations are per-
formed under different cluster settings to verify the per-
formance of the MPAC testing setup using a cascaded
model. Besides CDL-B link model in [16], the typical CDL-A
model and CDL-C model described in [16] are simulated,
and their results are given in Table 1. As summarized in
Table 1, the proposed APM network can reproduce the
angular spectrum with higher precision, which is advanta-
geous for verifying the performance of the mmWave massive
MIMO BS accurately.

4.2. Dynamic Angular Spectrum. Beamforming is the key
technology of the mmWave BS and should be reflected in the
reconstructed dynamic channel of the OTA testing.
Therefore, compared the APM network with the switch, the
emulated dynamic angular spectrums are discussed in the
sequel. The angular spectrum can emphasize the perfor-
mance of the beam, e.g.,, beam acquisition, tracking, re-
finement, and recovery. To reflect the dynamic channel
intuitively, the angular spectrum is described by adding a
time dimension. Without loss of generality, referencing
CDL-B in [16], the ASA is 10° and ESA is defined as 3°. The

azimuth target angle is increased from —10° to 10° with 0.1°
intervals, and the elevation angle is decreased from 10° to
—10° with 0.1° intervals gradually. Therefore, there are 201
time samples. Figure 8 describes the dynamic target angular
spectrum, where each slice represents an angular spectrum
at a different time samples.

It is difficult for the visual presentation to analysis 4D
simulation pictures, and therefore, the target azimuth an-
gular spectrum and the elevation with time samples are
simulated in Figures 9(a) and 9(b), respectively. From the
angular spectrum in Figure 9, azimuth AoA and elevation
EoA change from —10° to 10° and 10° to —10°, respectively,
which can describe the variety of the spatial direction ¥. Due
to the angle spread of the cluster and limited resolution of
the Bartlett beamformer, there are power spreads for the
variety of the dynamic channel, which have been presented
at the target angular spectrum.

To achieve performance comparison between the APM
network and the switch, a proper simulation scenario needs
to be set up. Depending on the distribution of clusters at any
sampling time, the probes are arranged evenly at intervals of
5° in the horizontal direction —30° to 30° and vertical di-
rection —15° to 15° of the probe wall, which can be used by
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TasLE 1: Emulation deviations for different cluster settings.

Cluster settings

Angular spectrum with APM

Angular spectrum with switch

AoA () EoA () ASA () ESA () |peak| (dB) r.m.s (dB) |peak| (dB) r.m.s (dB)
=20 10 10 3 0.0031 —-5.2557 0.0438 -3.7885
-20 10 5 3 0.00017 -15.2405 0.00034 -9.1467
=20 10 2 3 0.0017 -17.1357 0.002 -14.2699
5 -5 10 3 0.0030 —-14.5862 0.0585 -3.3436
5 -5 5 3 0.00039 -26.9030 0.0069 -6.1667
5 -5 2 3 0.00085 —22.3349 0.0019 -14.0239
10 -5 10 3 0.0027 -11.5519 0.1405 -3.9020
10 -5 5 3 0.00043 —26.5943 0.00071 -8.9643
10 -5 2 3 0.00082 —22.5181 0.0019 —14.0001
Dynamic target PAS (dB)
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2
g 600 4 -
g
2 400
=
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20
%,
QZ}O
25 -50 0 0
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F1GURE 8: Dynamic target PAS of the cluster with time samples. ASA =10°, ESA =3°, AoA ranges from —10° to 10°, and EoA ranges from
—-10° to 10°.
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F1GURE 9: Power distribution of target azimuth and elevation in the dynamic channel model. AoA ranges from —10° to 10°, EoA ranges from

—-10° to 10°, ASA=10°, and ESA =3°.

the cluster fully at all sampling moments. Using the fully
connected APM network system, all of the above 91 probes
can be used to reconstruct the target channel. In addition,
given the limited resources of the channel emulators, it is
assumed that 8 probes are selected for the channel re-
construction using the multishot selection strategy. The
scenario represents an existing switch configuration
system.

According to equation (5), the emulated angular spec-
trums under two different systems are obtained. Figure 10
illustrates the emulated azimuth and elevation angular
spectrum for the dynamic channel model with the APM
network. The simulations use all 91 probes at each time. The
vertical axis of the two subgraphs (Figures 10(a) and 10(b))
represents time samples, and the horizontal axes represent
the azimuth v and elevation 0, respectively. It can be seen
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FIGURE 10: APM network for azimuth and elevation angular spectrum for a dynamic channel model.
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FIGURE 11: Switch system for azimuth and elevation angular spectrum for a dynamic channel model.

that the subgraphs in Figure 10 can match very well with the
target angular spectrum. Compared with Figure 9, the an-
gular spectrums of Figure 11 are obviously different. Al-
though the characteristics of the beam acquisition and
tracking can be realized, the beam power is significantly
disturbed by other directions. The reconstructed channel has
significant errors compared with the MPAC setup using a
cascaded model.

Next, the angular spectrums in Figures 9-11 are compared
numerically. Figure 12 describes the peak powers of the target
angular spectrum and the emulated angular spectrum using
the APM network and the switch at different times. As above,
the peak powers are given from the azimuth and elevation at
different sampling times, and the existing differences can be
observed clearly. It is clear that the peak powers emulated by
the APM system coincide with the target peak powers
completely at different times in Figure 12. However, for the
existing switch system, the deviations of the peak powers are
obvious. In addition, in order to show the overall differences
between the target angular spectrum and emulated angular
spectrum, Figure 13 presents the r.m.s. errors obtained at
different sampling times. From the obtained r.m.s. errors, the

Peaks of the angular spectrum

29 +

30

28 +

Power (dB)

26

25 1 1 1
0 50 100 150 200

Time samples

—— Elevant for target —— Azimuth for target
—— Elevant for APM —— Azimuth for APM
networks networks

—— Elevant for switches —— Azimuth for switches

FIGURE 12: The peak powers of the angular spectrum at sampling
time.
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FIGURE 13: The r.m.s. errors of the angular spectrum at sampling times.

mean deviation of the angular spectrum simulated by the
APM network is lower 10dB than the angular spectrum
emulated by the switch at each sampling time. It is verified
that the reference channel can be reconstructed more accu-
rately by increasing the number of probes without changing
the size of the test area.

Another point to note is that all curves show sym-
metrical characteristics, which is reasonable due to the
following reasons. Firstly, the DUT antennas in the test
area are symmetric with respect to the center of the DUT
panel in simulation. Secondly, the probes which are placed
on the probe wall are distributed evenly, and the probe
positions are symmetrical on the probe wall. Thirdly, at
different sampling moments, the mean spatial angle of the
cluster is symmetrical with respect to the center of the
probe wall (AoA ranges from —10° to 10° and EoA ranges
from 10° to —10°). Based on these three reasons, the
symmetry presented in the simulation diagram can be
explained.

4.3. Channel and the Rate Capacity. Under ideal far-field
conditions, the signal-to-noise ratio is y = 20dB and the
power of the target cluster is 1. The channel coefficients
consist of the 64 x 4 CIR matrix from the UE antennas to the
DUT elements. Fyp, is ideal polarimetric antenna pattern
vector [0,1] of the OTA probes, and the polarimetric an-
tenna pattern vector F_y is defined as [1,0]" for the UE.
The elements of the polarization matrix are &) =

g —
DYV HV _ :pHV VH _
exp(j@py ), oy = \[Kgexp(jO ), o, = /K exp

( j@)qu ), and ocZH = exp( ch{qu ). cD}qu , q),’;", cDX;' , and cD{IqH
are i.i.d. random variables which are uniformly distributed
over [0,27]. x;, is the XPR of the gth subpath of the Ith
cluster.

Figures 14 and 15 present instantaneous channels and
capacities under 10000 time samples for the reference and
emulated SCME CDL-B channel model. Instantaneous am-
plitudes of the reference channel, the estimated channel with
APM network, and the estimated channel with switch are

simulated in Figure 14, respectively. It can be seen from the
instantaneous channels of different receiving antennas that the
average power is close to 1 within the sampling time. As
expected, comparing H; (¢, 7) with Hg(t,7) or comparing
H,, (t, 7) with Hg, (¢, 7), the channel amplitude variations of
the receiving antennas at adjacent locations are approximately
same. The first-order statistical feature of the reference
channel and the emulated channel is approximately con-
sistent. In Figure 15, the vertical axis of the figure repre-
sents the transmission rate per unit time of unit bandwidth.
In order to compare the APM network with the switch
system visually, the average channel capacity is presented.
Through numerical calculation, the average channel ca-
pacity of the reference channel for single receiver antenna is
about 10.02 bits/s/Hz, and the emulated capacity with APM
network and switch is 9.98 bits/s/Hz and 9.92 bits/s/Hz,
respectively.

Due to the fact that three instantaneous curves are messy,
we plot the cumulative distribution functions (CDFs) of the
capacity results for scenario CDL-B shown in Figure 16, switch
and reference channel. Compared with the emulated channel
generated by the switch, the CDF of the emulated channel
generated by the APM network matches well with the ref-
erence channel model. Thus, based on the simulation results of
both channel capacity and angular spectrum, the MPAC
testing system with the APM network can reconstruct the
radio channel environment better than the switch system.

The simulation results show that the cascaded model in
this paper is effective. However, some practical problems may
be considered in the future testing process. On the one hand,
accuracy errors of the amplitude modulation and phase
modulation may have impact on recreated channel, which are
less than 1.4° and 0.5 dB, respectively. On the other hand,
digital APM network may also have some uncertain hardware
problems, i.e., insertion loss and isolation. In addition, given
the sampling rate of the channel emulator and APM network,
it may be difficult to create a high-speed channel environ-
ment. As a future work, we will further study the influence of
the above nonideal factors on channel reconstruction.
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5. Conclusion

We have proposed a MPAC testing setup for mmWave massive
MIMO devices using cascaded APM network and CE. The
internal structure of the APM network and the drawbacks of
mechanical switch for the mmWave devices testing are in-
troduced in detail. The paper uses spherical angular spectrum
to determine probe weights instead of using the spatial cor-
relation. Considering the resolution of the BS antenna array
and the shortcomings of the spatial correlation itself, the an-
gular spectrums are simulated to measure the reconstructed
mmWave channel accurately.

Further, simulations for the single cluster based on the static
and dynamic channel models have been done in this paper,
confirming the superiority of the proposed APM network. In
static channel model, the cluster is simulated by the angular
spectrum, and the peak power and r.m.s. error are compared
using the APM network and switch, respectively. For testing the
mmWave massive MIMO devices, dynamic channel model and
test environment have been considered carefully. Reconstructing
a time-variant dynamic channel model, the weights must be
updated frequently according to the channel changes. The time
dimension is added to show the accuracy of the angular
spectrum estimated under dynamic channel conditions. In
addition, the channel capacity as a performance measure is also
studied. All simulations give encouraging results for testing the
performances of massive MIMO devices using MPAC setup
with APM network. In addition, what needs to be made clear is
that the probe configuration for multiclusters should be con-
sidered in real environment. Given that multiclusters will share
the selected probes, the performance of the proposed OTA
testing setup will be more prominent than for single cluster.

Appendix
A

A.l. Reference Channel Models. The ray-based channel
model is a GSCM which is selected in the study at the same

13

frequency. One simplicity of the GSCM is its ability to
separate into the propagation environments, antenna at the
BS and user equipment side. For the reference model, the
channel impulse response (CIR) matrix H (¢, 7) € CcUxs
can be generated in [17]. For a MIMO system that deploys U
antenna elements at the BS side and S antenna elements at
the UE side, the MIMO channel H, . (f,7) can be repre-
sented by

ref

hy (7)) <o hyg(t, 1)
Href (t, T) = >
hy (1) -+ hyg(t,T)

(A1)

where the time-variant radio channel transfer function
h,(t,7) can be written as

L
hu,s (t’ T) = Z hu,s,l (t) T), (A2)

=1

where L is the number of clusters and ¢ is the time. For each
receiver and transmitter element pair (u,s), the channel
coefficient for Ith cluster can be expressed as [17]

hy o (67) = \/E i Five(u) T[“Xqv i } Filas(#14)
u,s,l \b> =\~ .
Q| F EUE(‘I’z,q) arl afit! Fig ‘Pz,q)

. eXp(jvath) . eXp(jZT[?tx’l)q . dtx’s)

: exp(jZH?rx,l,q ) drx,u) : 8(T - Tl)’
(A.3)

where ¢, ., ¢;,, and v}, are the angle of departure, angle of
arrival, and Doppler frequency of the gth subpath of the Ith
cluster, respectively. P; and 7; denote the power and delay of
the Ith cluster. F{;;, and FL{;; are the field patterns of UE
antenna element s for the vertical and horizontal polariza-
tion, respectively. Similarly, FX ps and Ffz ps are the field
patterns of BS antenna element u for the vertical and
horizontal polarization, respectively. Coefficient afb is the
complex amplitude of the gth subpath of the Ith cluster for
transmit polarization a and receive polarization b. ?ml)q is
the spherical unit vector with azimuth arrival angle ¢, ,,, s o
and elevation arrival angle 6, ,,,704. 7)%1’(1 is the spherical
unit vector with azimuth departure angle ¢, ,, sop and el-
evation departure angle 0,,,,, ,op. d,,, is the location vector
of receiver antenna element u and d,,_ is the location vector
of transmitter antenna element s.

tx,s

A.2. Emulated Channel Models. The radio channels from the
UE to the DUT (BS) array are calculated for the OTA testing.
For an MPAC setup equipped with K OTA probes, the
channel matrix H,, (¢, 7) € CV*S is composed of the transfer
matrix V = {v,,,} € C*** from K probes to M DUT an-
tennas and the fading components of the channel model
HY§(t,7) = {Zle 2?1 (t, T)} and defined as



14
VvV VH
. Pl Q ‘xl,q al,q
ota
kot (HT) =~ Z Fs,UE(‘/’l,q) Fora
Q4 HV HH
q=1 A %g

. \/w_l)kexp(ﬂﬂvl)qt) . exp(jZn?tx’l)q . dtx,s)
. 6('[ - Tl),

H,, (t,7) = V-Hy(t, 1),
(A.4)

where wy; are the weights of k probe for the Ith cluster and
Fora is an ideal polarimetric antenna pattern matrix of the
OTA probes. In testing, the transmit power of each OTA
probe is calibrated to the same level as the calibrated antenna
at the center of the test area, and the pathloss caused by the
free space propagation from the OTA probe to the test area is
omitted.
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Most of the existing channel model for multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V) communications only
considered that the terminals were equipped with linear antenna arrays and moved with fixed velocities. Nevertheless, under the
realistic environment, those models are not practical since the velocities and trajectories of mobile transmitter (MT) and mobile
receiver (MR) could be time-variant and unpredictable due to the complex traffic conditions. This paper develops a general 3D
nonstationary V2V channel model, which is based on the traditional geometry-based stochastic models (GBSMs) and the twin-
cluster approach. In contrast to the traditional models, this new model is characterized by 3D scattering environments, 3D
antenna arrays, and 3D arbitrary trajectories of both terminals and scatterers. The calculating methods of channel parameters are
also provided. In addition, the statistical properties, i.e., spatial-temporal correlation function (STCF) and Doppler power
spectrum density (DPSD), are derived in detail. Simulation results have demonstrated that the output statistical properties of the
proposed model agree well with the theoretical and measured results, which verifies the effectiveness of theoretical derivations and

channel model as well.

1. Introduction

Vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V) communications can improve the
safety of life and property by collecting and exchanging
environment information under complex traffic [1].
Meanwhile, multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) tech-
nologies can expand the capacity and improve the com-
munication efliciency. It is promising to apply MIMO
technologies to V2V communications. To provide reason-
able references for developing, analyzing, and testing V2V
communication systems, a general, accurate, and easy-to-use
channel model is required. Moreover, the movements, in-
sufficient antenna space, and lack of rich scattering should be
considered in channel modeling and statistical property
analysis [2-7].

The wide-sense stationary (WSS) assumption was
adopted in the traditional geometry-based stochastic models
(GBSMs) [5, 8]. Nevertheless, the authors in [9, 10] found
that the WSS was only suitable for short distances between
transmitters and receivers based on the measured data.
Several GBSMs for nonstationary V2V channels are pro-
posed in the literature [11-25]. Among them, 2D non-
stationary V2V GBSMs with fixed clusters [11, 12] or
moving scatterers [13] were studied and the statistical
properties, i.e., the temporal correlation function (TCEF),
spatial correlation function (SCF), and Doppler power
spectrum density (DPSD), were also analyzed. The authors
in [14] proposed a 2D V2V channel model with random
movement scatterers. The aforementioned 2D channel
models were only considered on the horizontal plane. Under
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the realistic scenarios, the scatterers, e.g., vehicles, pedes-
trian, and infrastructures, may distribute or move in the 3D
space. Meanwhile, the authors in [7] have proved that the 3D
channel model is more accurate than the 2D ones for
evaluating the system performance. By extending the scat-
terers distributed on the surface of 3D regular shapes, i.e., a
hemisphere [15], two cylinders [16, 17], two spheres [18], an
elliptic-cylinder [19], a rectangular tunnel [20], several 3D
nonstationary V2V channel models were proposed recently.
In [21], the authors proposed a 3D irregular-shaped GBSM
for nonstationary V2V channels. Some 3D cluster-based
nonstationary V2V channel models can also been addressed
in [22-25]. However, the output phases related to the
Doppler frequencies in [11-25] were inaccurate compared
with the theoretical results [26, 27]. The authors in [28, 29]
modified the phase item to overcome this shortcoming, but
it is only suitable for 2D scattering environments. A
modified 3D channel model with accurate Doppler fre-
quency can be addressed in [30].

Note that most of the existing V2V channel models
[11-26] only took the fixed velocities of the mobile trans-
mitter (MT) and mobile receiver (MR) into account.
However, under realistic traffic environments, the velocities
of MT and MR could be time-variant. Although the time-
variant velocities were considered in [29, 31-33], their
trajectories were 2D. Meanwhile, the models in the literature
[11-33] only considered 2D or even 1D antenna arrays for
simplicity. With the development of antenna technologies,
3D-shaped antenna arrays begin to be used in MIMO
communication systems. Very recently, a general 3D non-
stationary GBSM between base station and MT with 3D
arbitrary trajectories and 3D antenna arrays was proposed in
[34]. This idea was adopted by [35] to model the 3D V2V
channels allowing MTand MR with 3D arbitrary trajectories.
However, the details of channel parameter computation and
theoretical analyses of SCF, TCF, and DPSD were lacked.
This paper aims at filling these gaps. The major contributions
and novelties are summarized as follows:

(1) Combining the GBSM and twin-cluster approach
[36], a general 3D V2V channel model was proposed.
The 3D antenna array and 3D arbitrary trajectory of
each terminal are allowed under the 3D scattering
environment, which guarantees the proposed model
is more general and has the nonstationary aspect.

(2) The upgraded computation procedure of channel
parameters for the proposed model, such as the
number of paths, path delays, and path powers, are
developed and analyzed in detail.

(3) The theoretical closed-form expressions of statistical
properties, ie., the SCFs, TCFs, and DPSDs are
investigated and verified by the simulation method
and measurement data.

This paper is structured as follows. Section 2 presents a
3D general V2V channel model characterized by non-
stationary aspect and generalization. The channel pa-
rameter updating algorithms are given in Section 3. In
Section 4, the theoretical SCFs, TCFs, and DPSDs of the
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proposed model are derived in detail. Section 5 shows and
compares the simulated results with the derived ones and
measured data. Finally, the conclusions are drawn in
Section 6.

2. 3D Nonstationary GBSM for V2V Channels

Figure 1 shows a typical 3D V2V communication system
between the MT and MR, which is characterized by 3D ar-
bitrary trajectories and 3D antenna arrays. The MT and MR are
configured with S and U antennas, respectively. In the figure,
the coordinate systems at the MT and MR with the centers of
corresponding terminals are named as xyz and Xz, re-
spectively. Suppose that the travel directions of the MTand MR
at the initial time correspond to x-axis’s direction, respectively.
Due to the movement and rotation of two coordinate systems,
the antenna element of MT or MR is 3D and time-variant and

can be expressed by divIT (t) = [di\f (1), div[yT (1), di\f 1" or
&, " (1) = [d)5 (t),d,, 7 (£),d)% (1)]". Figure 1 shows that

»Z

between the MT and MR, there are many propagation paths
and subpaths (or rays). The 3D location of the first cluster SM*
or the last cluster SM? affects the corresponding elevation
angles, such as elevation angle of departure (EAoD) HHM;, (1)
and elevation angle of arrival (EAoA) 0%,,% (t), and azimuth
angles, such as the azimuth angle of departure (AAoD) ¢}, (t)
and the azimuth angle of arrival (AAoA) qf)nM,E (t). In addition,
by adopting twin-cluster approach, the rest clusters can be
viewed as a virtual link [36]. In the figure, v/ (¢) and v (¢),
i € {MT, MR}, represent time-variant velocities of i and S,
respectively. Table 1 shows the detailed definitions of channel
parameters.

Under the V2V communication scenario of Figure 1, the

V2V MIMO channel can be modeled as [30]

hytot hpt,t - hygt,T
hyt,T hyt,T -0 hygt, T

Ht,T: " M)S. . ,. > (1)
hyts T by t,T - hygt, T

where h, (t,7) denotes the complex channel impulse re-
sponse (CIR) between the transmitting antenna
s(s=1,2,...,S) and receiving antenna u(u =1,2,...,U).
In this paper, we modify the model of 4, (£, 7) in [30] and
express it as

N

hy (67210 (8) Y P, (DR, (0 (r-1,(1), (2)
n=1

where Iy, (t) is a rectangular window function:

L [L 0<t<T,,
My, (1) 2 (3)

0, otherwise,

and it is introduced to limit the length of CIR, and thus, the
large-scale variations can be negligible within the time in-
terval; N (t) represents the valid path number and is related
to the path delay 7, (¢), path power P, (t), and normalized

coefficient h,,; , (t), which is expressed as
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FIGURE 1: Typical 3D V2V communication system.

TaBLE 1: Definitions of channel parameters.

N (t) Valid path number
P, (t),1,(t) The nth path power and delay
M The number of subpaths

ay' (), )" (1)
L (), L% (1)

v (£), V5 (1)

IV DI v (1)1
¢i (8), ¢ (1)
AONI0)

“sfm (1)

(1), O (£)
o (D 6 (1)

Location vectors of transmitter antenna element s and
receiver antenna element u, respectively
Location vectors of i and S;, i € {MT, MR},
respectively
Velocity vectors of i and S;, i € {MT, MR},
respectively
Speeds of i and S;, i € {MT, MR}, respectively
Traveling azimuth angles of i and Si,, i € {MT, MR},
respectively
Traveling elevation angles of i and Si[, i € {MT, MR},
respectively
Spherical unit vector of i along ray m of cluster n,
i € {MT, MR}

Azimuth and elevation departure angles along ray m
of cluster n, respectively
Azimuth and elevation arrival angles along ray m of
cluster n, respectively

+CI)Lm) (4)

Eu,sn (t) = hm \[— Ze (@ O+ 0L (¢

where M denotes the subpath number, @ stands for the
random initial phase distributing over [0 27r) uniformly,
and @, (t) means the phase somehow affected by variant
Doppler frequency. Here, we model @), () as

00,1 =k [ IS () ) 1)+ )
0
S (¢)dt',

(5)

where k = 27 f_/c denotes the wave number with f_ and ¢
representing the carrier frequency and light speed, re-
spectively. v*% (t), i € {MT, MR}, denotes the relative ve-
locity between i and S'. The departure or arrival angle unit

vector of the mth subpath within the nth path §,,,
defined as

(t) is

o (t)cos ‘/’;,m (t)
o (Dsingl, . (£) |- (6)
sinf, ,, (£)

i
cos 0,

i _ i
S, (t) = cos b,

In (4), @), .. (1) denotes the offset phase caused by the

movements of terminals:
O () = k- (S (0) R () T k- (8, (0))
. Rl\t/[T (t) - dMT%
(7)

MT
means transpose operation and d to represents
dMR .t

where [-]*
sth antenna position at initial time instant. S1m11arly,



represents the corresponding antenna position at initial
corresponding time. Note that R}, (¢) is a rotation matrix due
to the 3D arbitrary trajectory, and it can be written as

cos Gi, (t)cos gbi, (t) —sin (/5; (t) - sin Gi, (t)cos (/5; (t)
cos Gi, (t)sin (/)i (t) cos ¢i (t) —sin Qi (t)sin ¢i (t)
sin Hi, (t) 0 cos Hi, (1)

R, (1) =
(8)

3. Time-Variant Channel Parameters

3.1. Path Number. The valid path number has been proved
to be time-variant under V2V scenarios by the measured
datain [37], due to the moving clusters and two terminals. In
other words, the old disappearing clusters and new
appearing ones are random. We model these with a Markov
process [38]. A; is used to denote the birth rate, and A,
denotes the death rate. The probability of each path
remaining from f to t + At is calculated as [19]

P.(t;At) = e*/\R'Pc("VSMT o[l (t)”)At
' )

e (Al @ @far)

where P, means the moving percentage and (VS ()],
i € {MT, MR}, represents clusters average speed. N, (t) is
introduced to describe newly generated path number and
calculated as

A
E{Nye, (0} = 3% (1= P, (A1), (10)
R
Combining (9) with (10), the averaged path number can

be expressed as

E{N ()} = N (t — AP, (t; At) + E{N,,,, ()} = % (11)
R

3.2. Delays and Powers. For the nth valid path, the total delay
at time instant ¢ consists of the first and last bounce delays
and virtual link delay, and it is a function of total distance as

01 o o013 o]

C

7,(t) = 7, (1),

(12)
where L(t) and LS;(t), i € {MT,MR}, mean the in-

stantaneous locations of i and S/, and can be updated from
the values of previous time instant by

L'(t) = L' (t = At) + V' (t — Ab)AL,
i i i (13)
L (¢) = L (t — At) + v (t — ADAL,

where 7, (t) denotes the equivalent delay of virtual link and it
can be updated by the first-order filtering method in [26] as
follows:

T,(t) =7, (t - Arye (/) +(1 - e—(A”Tdec)>x, (14)
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where X ~ U[|[ILMT (¢) - LMR(¢)||/c, 7, ), in which 7,
denotes the maximum delay, and 7,4, denotes the decor-
relation speed of time-variant delays. Based on the mea-
surement-based method, we can get the averaged power as

Pr’z(t) —e T (#) (1=rps/rpsops) % IO—EW/IO’ (15)

where &,, rpg, and opg mean the shadowing degree, delay
factor, and delay spread, respectively, which are all related
with the environments. Finally, all the normalized power can
be denoted as

P, (t)

P, (t) = 7221({)1%(0.

(16)

3.3. Time-Variant Angles. Measurements in [39] revealed
that the azimuth and elevation angles at two terminals are
not independent and cannot be depicted by two independent
distributions such as Gaussian or Laplacian. In this paper, we
take the 3D von Mises-Fisher (VMF) distribution to de-
scribe these two joint angles [40]. The probability density
function (PDF) of VMF distribution can be expressed as [39]

K COS eex(cos 6 cos O cos (¢—$)+sin Osin @)

P((/>,9)= B >
47 sinh (k) (17)
—ﬂ§¢gn,—g<ﬂﬁg,

where ¢ and 0 represent the mean values of azimuth and
elevation angles, respectively, and « is the shape factor and
can be extracted from the measurement data.

As long as « is determined, the time-variant angle of
departure (AoD) and angle of arrival (AoA) can be obtained by
¢(t) and O(2), respectively, which can be expressed as follows:

L () -1 (t))

6, (t) = arcsi |
L (1) arcs1n< TEITETY

LY () - L (1)
(HLSL (t)-L (t)")cos(@; (t))

arccos

| Ly (1) - L, (1) 20
8, (1) =4
LY (1) ~ L (1)

(HLSL ()~ L' (t)||)cos<§; (t))

—arccos

| Ly (1) - Li (1) <0,

(18)
where i € {MT, MR}. Note that x almost unchanged during
the short simulation time period. Figure 2 gives an example

of VMF distributed angles of AoA (or AoD) on the unit
sphere with different parameters. It also reveals that with the
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increase in shape factor «, the shape of distribution becomes
more concentrated.

4. Time-Variant Statistical Properties

The normalized spatial-temporal correlation function
(STCF) between two different subchannels can be defined by

(16, 19, 25]
¢

where E[-] represents the expectation function, ()* is
complex conjugate, and At means time lag. Moreover, Ad =

AdMT, AgM Ldenotes the space lag and consists of AdMT
and Ad™®, which are the corresponding space lags at two
terminals, respectively. By substituting our proposed

E [E“pspﬂ (t)ﬁ;,sz,n (t + At)]

Eul,sl,n(t)'z]E[ Py oyt + At)|2]

Ry (8 At Ad) =

Up,8,1

(19)

U811

FiGure 2: The VMF distributed angles on the unit sphere.

channel model (4) into (19), the expression of STCF can be
obtained as

= e By
RS (t; At, Ad) = Mlim M Z e](d)%,szm,m(t+At)+<DthS2)n)m(t+At)+(l)£‘,m)e J(mfl)slm (t)+q>;l,51)nvm(t)+®;,m)
—00 m=1

-[1] R VP(ON (¢ + A0, 87 (¢ + A1)\ p(# (£ + A6), B3 (£ + A1)

AP0, B ) - [p (3T (0, BT ()P 0481050200, 04801-01,,0) T g gt g

4.1. Time-Variant SCFs. The SCFs is reduced from STCF
when the time lag At equals to zero. Then, it can be expressed as

(20)

R = | [ ] e CRC LA CACTAC) /(000002 0) g g 4

Since the clusters SMT and SMR

rewrite (21) as

Ry (6:0d) = R (5:0d™) - R (504), - (22)

Up,S1,1

are independent, we can

where TQ; (t; Ad’), i € {MT, MR}, denotes the normalized
SCF at the MT or MR. By substituting (7) into (21), the
following equation can be obtained:
R (5d) = J J " ok (l0)  @ad
' e - o @)
Py 06, (t)((fl)ln (), 9, (f))d‘/b;de;'

It is shown in (23) that not only the angle of horizontal
plane ¢, () but also the one of vertical plane 6, (t) affects the

(21)

result of (23). Thus, traditional 2D models cannot obtain
accurate correlation.functig,ns in 3D scattering environ-
ments. By setting 6, (¢) = Gln (t)+ ¢ and ¢ (¢) = 5; (t)+v
and substituting them into (23), it yields

K cos<@; (1) + ()AiBi
477 sinh (k)

Ri(t:Ad) = j I ol dedv, 29

where

Ai _ eK (cos (5; (t)‘f’()COS@; (t)cos (v)+sin (@; (t)+()sin§j1 (t)) (25)

>

B = (3,008, 0+ 0)R, ad (26)



The measurement data demonstrate that the angle

spread is usually narrow under V2V communication sce-
narios. With this assumption, we have cos({) = cos(v) = 1,
sin({) = {, sin(v) = v, xcos(v) = k(1 — v*/2), and xcos({)

~ k(1 -C2). Consequently, we can rewrite (25) and (26) as
Ai ~ eK(l—ZZ/Z—Zcos2 (@; ([))(U/Z)Z) (27)

B~ o (5(3, (0.8, (9)+C (O+E ()0 R, (1)Ad0 ’ (28)

where

C(t) = [—sin @; (t)cos 5; (t), —sin @; (t)sin Eln (t), cos @; )|,
(29)

D (1) = [—sin$; (1), cos @ (£), o]. (30)
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By substituting (27)-(30) into (24) and using Euler

formula, we can obtain the following equation:

SO O O k0 (5 (1)

(k172) (27) 1, (K)

(t; Adi) =

Al - . A .
. J " e O cos(KD! (1)RY (1A 0v)dv
_A

¢

Al ) . . .
. I " e 2eos(kC (RS, (A0 )L,
—A

(31)

where E' (t) = k cos? (@;(t))/Z and Afp and Aj) are the angle
spreads of AAoA and EAoA. With the help of integration
formula,

J e cos (bx)dx =

The approximate closed-form result of SCF is as follows:
—Im (erfi (F' (t)))Im (erfi(G' (1)))
8 sinh (k)

ﬁ;(t; Adi) =
5 (8,0, (0)R (nado

e (kR (ado ) (D (V2 ) +(C (VER) )

(33)

KD (DR, (1)AdY - jxcos2<é; (t))A;5
F(t) = ‘ ,
ZKCOSZ(E; (t))

kC' ()R, ()Ad™ — jkAL
V2K ’

G (t) =

jyme v (erfi(b - 2jac)/2~/a) — erfi (b + 2jac/2+/a)

e (32)

where erfi(-) is the imaginary error function.

(34)

(35)

R @sa0 = [ [ ][ e oy VPO 20,67 o 80) (07 + 80,67+ 20) p(617 (0,67 )

| oD _dD L
(T (o), BT (t))ef(q’w“’ iy (E4B+0

(D-P}, 1 (t+At)) doMT 4 ¢MT dOMR 4 (/)MR
(36)

AL .
v () s, (F)dt!

R (t; A1) = ” o \/p (4,05, (t))\/ P, (t+ A0, 0, (¢ + At))e’jk J ¢

dg’ d, (37)
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Ri LAy =————
n (A1) 477 sinh (k)

K J’Ae J‘Afp \/COS<§i (t) + ()CK (cos (@; (t)+()cos (@; (t))cos (v)+sin (5:, (t)+()sin@i, (t))
n
Ag J -,

) \/COS(éi (t N At) + () e (cos (@; (t+At)+()cos§il (t+At)cos (v)+sin (@; (t+At)+()sin@i (t+At)) (38)
n

_kat At"v‘sn (t) ” [cos(¢v"(t (¢ﬂ(t +u))cos(6 (1) +()cos€ "(t)+sm( t)+()sm9 n t)]dtd d(

Ri tAt) = —————
n (£ A0) 47 sinh (k)

K jAa JA¢ \/Cos(éi (t) + ()ex(cos(f) (t)+()cos (9 (t))cos(v +sm( t)+{)sm9 (t))
n
Ag J -2y

. \/COS(éi (f + Af) + ()ex (cos (@; (t+At)+()cos§i,(t+At)cos(v)+sin (éi,(t+A!)+()Sin@;(t+Af)) (39)
n

. e—jk|lvi’sit (t)“ [cos (Ai (t;At;v,())Di (t;At)+cos (Bi (t;At;v,())Ei (t;At)+sin (Ci (t;At;())Fi (t:At)] dvd(

Finally, by substituting (33)-(35) into (22), the final
result of SCF in our proposed model can be obtained. Due to
time-variant communication environments, SCF is also
time-dependent.

4.2. Time-Variant TCFs. The TCF is reduced from STCF
when Ad is set to be zero. Then, TCF can be derived as
(36). It also equals to the product of TCFs at the MT and
MR R (t;At), i € {MT,MR}, when the clusters ST and
SMR are independent. For simplicity, we assumed that the
antenna array is placed at the origin of the coordinate

t+ At

Al(t; At;0,0) = (

t+ At

B (t; At;0,0) 2(

system. By substituting (5) and (7) into (36), it can be
obtained as (37).

By setting 6’ (t) = 6 (t) + { and qbn(t) qbn (t) + v and
subst1tut1ng them into (37) it yields (38), where ¢‘5 (t) and
0, Si (£) mean the azimuth and elevation angles of the relative
Veloc1ty between i and cluster S!, respectively. It is rea-
sonable to assume that the elevation AoDs and azimuth
AoDs change 11nearly during the short time interval as

gbn(t) k t+b,0,(t) = k t+b,, where k, = (¢n(t+A
tnax) = B, (t))/AtmaX, k, = (9 (t+ Atyoy) —9 ()AL s
b, = (pn(t) kt, and b, = 0 (t) — kyt. By integrating the

Doppler frequency, we can rewrite (38) as (39), where

) (ki k) + 65 0=y + by - v+ 8,

)(—kl—k2)+¢iisi‘(t)—bl—b2—v—(,

C(t: A1) = k2<t * At) iby 40,
(40)
; L qi . At( k, +k )/2)
D' (t; At) = cos 9";5” (t)sin (1—),
(ki + k)
i S ([ (At (K, + k,)12)
E (t; At) = cos 9‘;5” (t)sm(— >
(ky +k,)
F'(t; At) = 2sin Oi;sf“ (t)sin<(k2At/2)>,
k,
1?; (t; At) = rsn h(;c) \/cos 9 (t) cos(@ (t + At)) kG (500)
(41)

A , A
I ' e /Zcos(kl’(t; At)()d{-J EPSACNE cos(kH (t; At)v)
,AG

¢



Measurement data have revealed that small angle spreads
exist under some scenarios. In other words, « is usually big
or ¢ and v are small. Holding this condition, we have

G (t;At) = "vi’S
H' (t: At) = "vi’ ||

I' (£ At) = = |V (1) - D' (8 At)sin (A (8 A1) ) +[v**

<cos (9 (t)) + c:osz<@:1 (t+ At)))

J'(t; At) = I

>

") - D't A)cos(A' (1 AD) + [V ()] - E' (£ At)cos(B (1 )

") - E (8 Atysin(B (8 A1) +[v**
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cos(v—-0=1,cos(v+{)=1,sin(v—-_) =v-_{ sin(v+)
=v+( cos({) =1, cos(v) = 1, sin({) = {, and sin(v) = v.
Thus, we can approximate (39) as (41), where

+ ||v”’53 @) - F (¢ Apsin(C' (1 A1) ),

(t; At)sm A (t; At) +'|V'S" " E (t; At)sm(B (t; At))

") - F (8 At)eos(C' (¢ AD),

(42)

B (680 =" o \/cos(ail(t)>cos<§;(t+At)> (17 (ra2e)~(RE (000147 (000) G (1)
1

m(erfi( kH' (t, At) = 2j]* (t, At)Ay/2\[J (£, A1) ) ) Tm (erfi (kI (£, At) — jxAg/ V2K )))

(43)

VI (t, At)

where A’(t;At), B'(t; At), and C'(t;At) are the value of
Al (t; At; v, 0), B (t; At; v, (), and C' (¢; At; ) whenv = { = 0,
respectively. Using the integration formula in (32), the
closed-form expression of (41) can be expressed as (43). On
this basis, we can obtain the final TCF expression of the
proposed model.

4.3. Time-Variant DPSDs. The DPSD is the Fourier trans-
form of TCF R,, ; ,, (t; At). For the nonstationary aspect of our

proposed model, the DPSD can be calculated with short-
time Fourier transform as

Sn(f;t)=J7 Ry, (t08) e P80 (¢ — At)dAL,  (44)

where window function v (¢ — At) lasting time is shorter than
the stationary interval (about several milliseconds [10]).

5. Simulation Results and Validation

Firstly, in order to evaluate the accuracy of our derived SCF
and TCF, we calculate the maximum difference between the
approximated and numerical integral results over
6, € [-180°,180°] and 6, € [~10°,10°]. Figure 3 shows the
results of maximum absolute error with different x, nor-
malized space lags, and time lags. As we can see that the
maximum absolute error of SCF is less than 0.025 when « is
more than 50 and d/A is less than 3, and it increases as k
decreases or d/A increases. Meanwhile, the absolute error of
TCF is less than 0.02 when « is more than 50 and the time lag
is less than 0.05 s, and it increases as x decreases or the time
lag increases. Overall, the maximum error is acceptable, and
thus, the derived expressions can be used to calculate the
SCF and TCF efficiently.

V2K

Secondly, in order to verify the generality of the proposed
channel model. Three V2V communication scenarios with
different trajectories are selected and given in Figure 4. In the
figure, the MT travels straightly with the fixed velocity, and the
MR travels in three different velocities with the same de-
parture and arrival points. Path I has fixed speed and travel
direction, and Path II allows speed variation with 2D direction
movement. Furthermore, Path III has 3D variations in both
vertical and horizontal directions. For demonstration pur-
pose, the distribution of clusters is uniform, and we adopt
VME distribution to depict AoAs and AoDs and set x as
3.95 [39]. With the referred data in [41], we assume that
the speeds of cluster are Gaussian-distributed with 1km/h
mean value and 0.1 variance. Furthermore, the carrier fre-
quency f. =2.4GHz, ¢SMT ngwR OSMI and 95 are all uni-
formly distributed. The former pair distributes over 0 and 27,
but the later one only distributes over —7/36 and 7/36.

It should be mentioned that the V2V channel models in
[11-26, 28, 30] only considered fixed velocities of two ter-
minals like Path I, while the models in [31-33] allowed for
2D curve trajectories like Path II. The absolute values of the
theoretical SCFs of different models including the model
considering Path I in [30] and the one focusing on Path II in
[32] are simulated and compared in Figure 5. The good
agreement of SCFs between our proposed and other models
indicates the generalization and compatibility of our pro-
posed model. In particular, the models in [30, 32] can be
viewed as two special applications in straight or curved
trajectories.

Thirdly, in order to verify the correctness of statistical
properties of our proposed model under 3D trajectories like
Path III, the theoretical, approximated, and simulated values
of SCFs and TCFs are shown in Figure 6. The x-axis of
Figure 6(a) represents normalized space between antennas,
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which is similar at two terminals in the communication
system. By substituting u; =s, =1, u, =s, =2, and n=1
into (21) and (33), we can get the theoretical and approx-
imated values of SCFs. In addition, the measured results in
[42] are also shown in Figure 6(a). The good agreement of
SCFs shows the correctness of both the theoretical model
and derivations. Similarly, by substitutingu = s =1 andn =
1 into (36) and (43), we obtain and show the theoretical and
approximated values of TCFs in Figure 6(b). The good
agreements between theoretical, simulated, and approxi-
mated results reveal that our simulation and derivation are
correct.

Finally, substituting TCFs into (44), we can get the
theoretical and simulated values of DPSDs for Path III,
which are also shown in Figure 7. It clearly shows that
moving clusters and two terminals have an influence on the
drifting of DPSDs. Moreover, good agreements between the
simulated and theoretical results indicate that our proposed
model is correct.

6. Conclusion

This paper has proposed a general channel model charac-
terized by 3D scattering environments, 3D movements, and
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3D-shaped antenna arrays of two terminals for V2V com-
munication system. The upgraded algorithms for time-
evolving parameters such as the number of paths, path
delays, path powers, and angles have been developed and
analyzed in detail. Meanwhile, the approximated expressions
of statistical properties including SCF, TCF, and DPSD have
been derived and verified by simulations. Simulated and
analyzed results show that different moving trajectories
significantly affect the V2V channel characteristic. Mean-
while, the generalization and compatibility of our proposed
model also demonstrate that some previous models with 2D
or even 1D movements have special applications. The new
model can be used to develop, analyze, and test realistic V2V
communication systems in the future.
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In this paper, a novel wideband circularly polarized (CP) millimeter wave (mmWave) microstrip antenna is presented. The proposed
antenna consists of a central patch and a microstrip line radiator. The CP radiation is achieved by loading a rectangular slot on the
ground plane. To improve the 3-dB axial ratio bandwidth (ARBW), two symmetric parasitic rectangular patches paralleled to a
central patch and a slit positioned to the right of the central patch are loaded. To verify this design, the proposed antenna is fabricated
with a small antenna of 2.88 x 3.32 x 0.508 mm?>. The measured impedance bandwidth (IMBW) for |S,,| < —10dB of the proposed
antenna is 35.97% (22.8 to 33.8 GHz). Meanwhile, the simulation result shows that the 3-dB ARBW is 15.19% (28.77 to 33.5 GHz)
within impedance bandwidth, and the peak gain is from 5.08 to 5.22 dBic within 3-dB ARBW. The proposed antenna is suitable for

CP applications in the Ka-band.

1. Introduction

With the rapid development of the 5th generation (5G)
wireless communication, circularly polarized (CP) antennas
have received increasing attention because they can over-
come multipath interferences, polarization mismatch, and
Faraday rotation effects [1-5]. However, the study of
bandwidth enhancement of the CP antenna in the Ka-band
is an open issue.

In recent years, many technologies were proposed to
enhance CP antenna bandwidth such as loading parasitic
strips or protruding stub [6-9], loading slots or slits [10-13],
and cavity model-based methodology [14, 15]. Patch antennas
with parasitic strips and ring patches are presented for
wideband circular polarization [6, 7]. Through protruding a
horizontal stub from the ground plane, the 3-dB axial ratio
bandwidth (ARBW) is enhanced [8]. A hybrid Z-shaped
cylindrical resonator antenna for multiband applications is
proposed in [9]. Meanwhile, by loading a lightning-shaped
slot for achieving good CP radiation, an annular-slot dual-
broadband CP antenna is achieved [10]. The 3-dB ARBW is
enhanced by cutting a rectangular slit [11] and moving the
feeding ports to the upper portion of the U-shaped slot [12].

To achieve CP radiation and antenna size reduction, an ar-
row-head-shaped slot is embedded in a square patch [13]. In
addition, the CP antenna is designed by cavity model-based
methodology. An omnidirectional dual-band dual-CP an-
tenna with wide beam radiation patterns using TM,, and
TMy, modes is investigated in [14]. A new CP antenna design
method based cavity model-based methodology is proposed
in [15].

To achieve a broadband CP antenna in mmWave, the
aperture antenna [16-18], waveguide antenna [19], and
patch antenna [20] are proposed. However, these antennas
have more complex geometry, larger size, or higher loss at
the feed network due to the resistors. In [16], a differ-
entially fed CP planar aperture antenna is proposed for
broadband mmWave applications, and the 3-dB ARBW is
set to 16.7% (56 to 66.2 GHz) within its impedance
bandwidth. The differentially driven planar aperture CP
antenna is proposed to improve gain and expand the 3-dB
ARBW to 17.9% (56.5 to 67.5 GHz) [17]. The CP antenna is
proposed through addition of a hybrid microstrip and
elliptical dielectric ring resonator, and the 3-dB ARBW is
set to 10% (56 to 62 GHz) [18]. Due to many advantages,
such as simple feeding, easy manufacture, precise control
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FIGURE 1: The geometries of the proposed CP antenna.

TaBLE 1: The parameters of the proposed antenna structure.

bandwidth of proposed antenna, two symmetric parasitic
rectangular patches are loaded, which are parallel to the

farameters ValuSe7(6mm) central patch, and a slit is loaded to the right of the central
w 6.64 patch.

lnl 3 The remainder of this paper is organized as follows.
wy, 3.32 Antenna design and analysis, including the proposed
l 2.88 antenna structure, steps of the proposed antenna, and
w, 3.32 parameter studies, is described in Section 2. The antenna
Iy 0.26 design results are presented in Section 3. Conclusion is
by 1.44 drawn in Section 4.

Wy, 1.84

Wy, 0.6 . .

Wy 0.75 2. Antenna Design and Analysis

zz: 82 2.1. Antenna Structure. The configuration of the proposed
L 0.88 antenna is shown in Figure 1. This antenna is printed on a

of aperture distribution, and low loss, the slotted wave-
guide antenna has found wide applications in wireless
communications. A CP waveguide antenna is presented
for Ka-band applications [19]. The L-shaped patch and a
tapered elliptical cavity CP antenna are proposed, and the
3-dB ARBW is set to 11.9% (56.9 to 64 GHz) [20].

The purpose of this paper is to develop a CP antenna
with bandwidth enhancement, which can be used in a Ka-
band wireless communication system. With careful de-
sign of the rectangular slot on the ground plane, equal
amplitude and 90° phase difference between two or-
thogonal polarizations can be achieved, leading to a
circular polarization at the design frequency. To enhance

rectangular Rogers RT/Duroid 5880 substrate, where
height (k) is 0.508 mm, dielectric constant (e,) is 2.2 and
dielectric loss tangent is 0.0009. It consists of a microstrip
line feeding port, ground plane with a rectangular slot, two
parasitic rectangular patches, and a slit loaded in the central
patch. The size of total patches is [, x w, =2.88 x 3.32 mm?
[21]. The CP wave is generated by two orthogonal electric
field vectors with equal amplitude and 90° phase difference,
which is mainly implemented by loading a rectangular slot
on the ground plane. The 3-dB ARBW is enhanced by
loading two symmetric parasitic rectangular patches par-
alleled to the central patch and a slit positioned to the right
of the central patch. The parameters of the proposed an-
tenna are shown in Table 1.
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(a) (b)

FIGURE 2: Steps to realize the proposed antenna. (a) ANT.1. (b) ANT 2. (c) ANT.3. (d) ANT 4.

2.2. Steps of the Proposed Antenna. The four antenna evo-
lutions of the broadband Ka-band CP antenna are depicted
in Figure 2 to explain the design process of bandwidth
enhancement. In this paper, all the simulations are per-
formed by Ansoft High Frequency Structure Simulator
(version 13.0) based on the finite element method.

ANT.1 includes a basic rectangular patch and feed
structure, which has received much attention in array ap-
plications [22]. As shown in Figure 3, ANT.1 has the dis-
advantage of narrow bandwidth, and it is linearly polarized
(LP). In ANT.2, the CP radiation is achieved by loading a
rectangular slot on the ground plane. Meanwhile, the im-
pedance bandwidth (IBW) of ANT.2 is enhanced because
input impedance is changed after loading the rectangular
slot. However, the 3-dB AR bandwidth is poor. Wide ARBW
is achieved by loading two symmetric parasitic rectangular
patches paralleled to the central patch in ANT.3, and it is
shown from Figure 4 that the 3-dB ARBW is from 2.2 to
3.1 GHz. The ARBW is further enhanced by loading a small
slit positioned to the right of the central patch in ANT.4.
Figure 5 shows the simulated peak gain for ANT.1, ANT.2,
and ANT.3 within the ARBW.

2.3. Parameter Studies. In order to clearly understand the
design rules of the proposed antenna, a set of parameters,
including the change in the width of rectangular slots on the
patch (w,,), the length of the slit (w,;), and the feeding
position (w,s), will be discussed in this section. Meanwhile,
the width of the central rectangular slot is decided by w,,.
Note that when one parameter is studied, the other pa-
rameters are fixed as listed in Table 1.

By adjusting the width of rectangular slots on the patch
(w,,), the width of the central patch is also changed. As
shown in Figure 6, the IMBW is expanded from 32.61%
(23.48GHz to 31.46GHz) to 35.42% (24.11GHz to
34.49 GHz) with the increase of w,, from 0.4 to 0.6 mm.
However, the IMBW is reduced with the increase of w,,
from 0.6 to 0.7 mm. As shown in Figure 7, the 3-dB ARBW is
enhanced with the increase of w,, from 0.4 to 0.6 mm.
However, ANT.4 becomes LP when w,, is from 0.6 to
0.7mm. In this paper, we choose w,,=0.6mm for the
proposed CP antenna design.

Figure 8 shows the simulated results of ANT.4 with the
length of w,; from 0.45 to 0.9mm. It can be seen from
Figure 8 that the IMBW is increased as w,; increases from 0 to
0.75 mm. However, the IMBW is reduced with the increase of

3
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FiGuRE 4: Simulated AR for ANT.1, ANT.2, and ANT.3.

w,; from 0.75 to 0.9 mm. Meanwhile, it can be seen from
Figure 9 that the 3-dB ARBW is also increased as w,; in-
creases from 0.45 to 0.75 mm. However, the IMBW is reduced
with the increase of w,; from 0.75 to 0.9 mm. With the
analysis above, we choose w,; = 0.75 mm for the proposed CP
antenna design.

Through analysis, the effects of feeding position on
impedance matching and feeding position (w,;) can be
decided. When the feeding position is studied, the other
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Figure 7: Effects of various w,, on AR.

parameters are fixed as listed in Table 1. It is discovered from
Figures 10 and 11 that it can achieve better impedance
matching when w,; is 0.8 mm.
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3. Design Results

The final optimized antenna parameters are shown in
Table 1. Based on the optimized parameters, the antenna is
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FIGURE 12: Photographs of the fabricated CP antenna showing the
patch view.

FiGure 13: Photographs of the fabricated CP antenna showing the
ground view.

S, (dB)

22 24 26 28 30 32 34

Frequency (GHz)
- -~ Measured
—— Simulated

FiGUre 14: Simulated and measured S;;.
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FIGure 15: Simulated AR of the proposed antenna.
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FIGURE 16: Simulated peak gain of the proposed antenna.

fabricated, and S;; is measured to validate the design and
simulated results. This antenna is tested by a vector net-
work analyzer (AgilentN5227A). Photographs of the fab-
ricated CP antenna showing the patch and ground views
are shown in Figures 12 and 13, respectively.

Simulated and measured S;, are shown in Figure 14. The
simulated impedance bandwidth for |[S;;| < —10dB is
35.43% (24.11 to 34.49 GHz). The measured IMBW for
[S;1| < —10dB is 35.97% (22.8 to 33.8 GHz), which agree
with the simulated result.
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FiGure 18: Simulated normalized radiation patterns at 32.4 GHz.

As shown in Figure 15, the simulated 3-dB ARBW is As shown in Figure 17, the simulated time-varying surface
enhanced to 15.19% (28.77 GHz to 33.5 GHz). In Figure 16, a current distributions of ANT4 at 32.4 GHz are illustrated to
peak gain between 5.08 dBic and 5.22 dBic is achieved at the  verify the generation of CP radiation. Two orthogonal resonant
boresight direction within 3-dB ARBW. modes with a 90" phase difference and equal amplitude can
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TaBLE 2: Comparison of CP Antennas at mmWave.

ANT type Size (A3) IMBW (%) 3-dB ARBW (%)
Aperture [16] 1.58 x1.58 x0.16 18 16.3
Aperture [17] 2%x1.82x%0.16 >17.9 16.3
Aperture and patch [18] 1.14 x1.32x0.105 12 10
Waveguide [19] 3.57 x2.07 X 0.90 1.3 1.1

Patch [20] 112 % 0.86 x (>0.12) 10.9 >11.57
Proposed ANT 0.27 x0.31 X 0.047 35.97 15.19
achieve CP radiation. It can be observed that the proposed References

antenna is LHCP towards the +z-direction.

The normalized radiation patterns of the proposed an-
tenna at 32.4 GHz in xz plane and yz plane are shown in
Figure 18.

A comparison between the proposed antenna and pre-
vious works [16-20] at mmWave frequency band is illus-
trated in Table 2, including the antenna type, size, impedance
bandwidth (IMBW), and 3-dB ARBW. It shows the pro-
posed antenna has a simper structure, more compact size,
wider impedance bandwidth, and wider 3-dB ARBW. Ad-
ditionally, because the profiles in [16, 17] are about three
times those of the proposed antenna, the 3-dB ARBW of the
proposed antenna is slightly smaller than that in [16, 17].

4. Conclusion

A novel design of Ka-band broadband CP antenna with
compact structure has been presented, which is excited by a
microstrip line radiator. The CP is achieved by loading a
rectangular slot on the ground plane. Meanwhile, the
antenna with broad IMBW and ARBW is satisfactorily
realized by loading two symmetric parasitic rectangular
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tions in Ka-band.
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The fifth-generation (5G) mobile communications system will adopt the millimeter wave (mmWave) band for outdoor-to-indoor
(O2I) coverage to achieve ultrahigh data rate. However, it is a challenging task because of the large path loss and almost total
blocking by building walls. In this work, we performed extensive measurements on the O2I propagation at 3.5, 4.9, and 28 GHz
simultaneously by using a multiband channel sounder. We captured the path loss distribution and angular power arrival profiles.
We also measured the penetration loss at 28 GHz through different kinds of glass windows. The widely adopted ordinary glass
windows introduce the penetration loss of 3 to 12 dB that is acceptable and makes mmWave O2I coverage feasible. But the low-
emissivity (low-E) windows that will be more popular in the future introduce 10 dB higher loss. The measurement results in this
work can help analyse and anticipate the O2I coverage by mmWave, which is important for the design and deployment of the

5G network.

1. Introduction

In the fifth-generation (5G) mobile communication system,
the outdoor-to-indoor (O2I) coverage in urban areas is an
important scenario for the network deployment. The base
stations on building rooftops or towers provide O2I coverage
for nearby buildings. Meanwhile, the millimeter wave
(mmWave) band is a key feature in the 5G system that is
expected to provide very large bandwidth to support ex-
tremely high data rates for the eMBB (enhanced mobile
broadband) applications. The performance of coverage de-
pends critically on the propagation characteristics of the radio
channels, such as the large-scale fading and angular power
spectra in the mmWave band. Therefore, the radio channel
models in different frequency bands, especially the sub-6G
(frequency band below 6 GHz) and mmWave bands, are
critical for the design and deployment of the 5G base stations.
This work can reveal the signal coverage of both the low- and
high-frequency bands and also accurately compare the
channel characteristics among the different frequency bands.
Therefore, this work can be used to guide the deployment of
the 5G network using different frequency band resources.

Whether the 5G mmWave band can satisfy the O2I
communication link requirement and provide reliable
coverage remains an open question. To address this issue, the
field channel measurements on the signal strength path loss
are critical for the analysis and evaluate the feasibility of O2I
coverage in mmWave band. Furthermore, the measurement
results can also provide useful guidance for the design and
deployment of the 5G networks.

In this article, we firstly survey the current efforts in both
industrial and academic communities on the channel
characterization in candidate 5G spectra. The channel
models are the enabling tools for the evaluation and de-
ployment of 5G networks in realistic environments.

Then, in order to study the feasible approach for coverage
in the future 5G networks, we present our measurement
campaign and analysis on the large-scale fading of O2I
downlink channels in both sub-6 GHz and mmWave bands
(3.5, 4.9, and 28 GHz). The propagation from an outdoor
rooftop base station (BS) to positions in a room and several
corridors with various depths into a building were measured
using a multiband channel sounder. The path losses at the
three frequency points are compared and evaluated for the


mailto:zhongzhimeng@huawei.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5878-0930
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.1155/2019/3981678

O2I coverage. In addition, the horn antenna for 28 GHz
channel sounding was rotated at multiple positions and
heights in a room to capture the angle of arrival of propa-
gation paths. Thus, we can analyse and enhance coverage
based on the spatial (angular) propagation characteristics of
mmWave in the O2I channels.

The glass window penetration propagation loss is critical
for designing and optimizing O2I coverage, which depends on
the composition, thickness, and layers of windows and varies
greatly over frequency. We measured the penetration loss at
28 GHz through dozens of windows. The coverage in urban
buildings is analysed according to our measurement results and
the practical exterior windows in North America and Europe.

Finally, the O2I coverage using mmWave is discussed
based on our channel measurement results and window
market analysis. It is found that 28 GHz signals can provide
coverage in outer-ring rooms by propagation through ex-
terior windows. However, mmWave signals cannot provide
coverage for inner rooms and corridors due to severe
blocking by concrete walls. In this case, the sub-6 GHz band
such as 3.5 GHz can provide good coverage.

2. Related Work

2.1. Current O2I Channel Measurement. The authors mea-
sured the propagation property in 3.5 and 6 GHz frequencies
according to the channel impulse response (CIR) of O2I
links [1-3]. In [1], the authors performed the O2I channel
measurements with 56 x 32 antenna elements at 3.5 GHz
with 100 MHz bandwidth at different locations and routes. It
was found that the three-dimensional (3D) multiple-input-
multiple-output (MIMO) channel which fully utilized the
elevation domain could improve capacity and also enhance
the contributing eigenvalue number in the O2I scenario. The
authors in [2] presented the cluster-parameter-based anal-
ysis of an O2I MIMO measurement campaign which was
carried out at 3.5 GHz in an office. The authors observed that
the multipath components (MPCs) within one cluster in
MIMO channels could be divided into several clusters and
each had MPCs with smaller power weighted multipath
component distance. In order to catch the propagation
characteristics of channels in O2I scenarios, the authors in
[3] presented the results of the 3D MIMO measurement in
urban microcellular (UMi) O2I scenario at 6 GHz with the
bandwidth of 100 MHz.

Similarly, the authors in [4, 5] also presented a low-cost
channel sounder and post-processing algorithms suitable for
investigating the 3D MIMO channels to obtain the elevation
and azimuth characteristics from 2.52 to 2.54 GHz. The
channel measurement provided the elevation and azimuth
angular spreads under different heights in urban macro-
cellular (UMa) and UMi environments.

For the higher frequency bands of O2I scenarios, studies
are found to cover many frequency bands, such as 10, 28, and
60 GHz [6-8]. Reference [6] studied the indoor coverage at
different frequencies (10, 30, and 60GHz) in a single
building with an outdoor-deployed base station (BS). The
work illustrated the general trends of how coverage varied
across the frequency range. But the O2I coverage at 60 GHz
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may be quite difficult for some building types and the
throughput was seriously affected, depending on the wall
materials, interior layout, and building size. In [7], the
authors presented results for path loss, penetration loss for
two different type of housing, including single-family unit
and multistory brick building.

2.2. Millimeter-Wave Channel Measurement and Modelling.
The industry has much interests in the higher frequency
band and proposed a series of 3GPP technical reports, which
contain the channel models for frequencies from 0.5 up to
100 GHz [9-12]. Meanwhile, the additional considerations
on building penetration loss modelling for the 5G system is
also investigated in [13].

While in academic community, many researchers have
also explored the property of the high-frequency channels. In
[14], the authors presented the radio propagation measure-
ments and analysis for the mmWave transmission for in-
building and urban cellular communications in the 28 GHz
band. Based on the measurements, the spatiotemporal
channel characteristics, such as multipath delay, angular
statistics, and path loss were analysed and modelled. In [15],
the authors considered the path loss modelling in UMi en-
vironments. The authors established a spatially consistent
stochastic street-by-street path loss model which could cor-
rectly describe the path LOS as a function of the street ori-
entation as well as the large variance observed for all the path
loss model parameters. The authors in [16] investigated the
intracluster channel characteristics of NLOS 28 GHz channels
in street canyon scenarios. The channel characteristics include
cluster numbers, number of subpaths within each cluster,
intracluster delay spreads, and intracluster angular spreads.

The 38 GHz mmWave frequency band is also a strong
candidate for the future deployment of the 5G system. In
[17], the authors presented a detailed measurement-based
analysis of urban outdoor and O2I propagation character-
istics at 38 GHz. The measurement results confirmed that, at
this particular frequency, propagation in urban scenarios
was mainly driven by LOS and reflection.

The above works have performed extensive channel
measurements in both the lower-frequency bands and the
mmWave band in different scenarios. However, the O2I
coverage by using the mmWave band has been less explored.
In this paper, we measured the path loss as well as the spatial
power arrival profiles by using a triple-frequency channel
sounder. This multiband channel sounding scheme enables
us to compare and accurately analyse the propagation
characteristics in different bands. We have also investigated
the glazing markets in several countries and measured the
penetration loss through a dozen of different types of
windows. The results are critical for the design and de-
ployment of the 5G system to achieve O2I coverage.

3. Multiband O2I Measurement
and Comparison

3.1. Multiband Channel Sounder. The transmitter (TX) is
comprises three radio frequency (RF) chains at 3.5, 4.9, and
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28 GHz, as show in Figure 1(a). Every RF chain consists of a
signal generator, power amplifier, and transmitting antenna.
Based on the narrow-band sounding scheme, each chain
generates and transmits a single tone at the target frequency.
The two white cylindrical antennas on the right are for 4.9
and 3.5 GHz with the gain of 0.5 and 4 dBi, respectively. They
are omnidirectional in the azimuth plane and have a half-
power beam width (HPBW) of 40° in the elevation plane. The
horn antenna on the left works at 28 GHz with a gain of
8.5dBi. It has 110° and 40° HPBW in the azimuth and el-
evation plane, respectively. The parameters of TX antennas
are summarized in Table 1.

The receiver (RX) is equipped with two types of antennas
to capture the sounding signal, as shown in Figure 1(b).
Firstly, a wideband antenna can receive signals at 3.5, 4.9,
and 28 GHz with the gain of 4, 0.5, and 2.5 dBi, respectively.
It is omnidirectional in the azimuth plane and has a HPBW
of 40° in the elevation dimension. Secondly, we use a horn
antenna to capture the probing signals at 28 GHz that has a
25 dBi gain and 10° HPBW in both the azimuth and elevation
planes. It is mounted on a numerical-control turntable to
rotate around and capture the impinging signal from dif-
ferent directions. Also to better express it, the parameters of
RX antennas are summarized in Table 1. In the field mea-
surements on propagation path loss, the three RF chains in
the TX transmit signals simultaneously and the multiband
sounding signal received on the wideband antenna is input
into a portable spectrum analyzer (SA). The SA has been
programmed to record the received power at the three
marked frequency points for 50 times continuously with the
interval of 300 millisecond (ms). Then, it calculates the
average power at each frequency and transfers the data to a
computer for storage.

As shown in Figure 1, the signal-transmitting/ signal-
receiving systems at the three frequencies are placed together
at the same positions in order to compare the propagation
characteristics accurately, as for the horn antenna on the RX
side, by adjusting the horizontal and vertical angel of the
horn antenna, firstly to find the direction with largest receive
power. Then, the vertical tilt angle is fixed, and the horn
antenna is rotated in the horizontal plane by a circle for
capturing power in different directions.

3.2. Multiband O2I Propagation Measurement Scenario.
The measurement campaign was conducted in a typical
urban microcell O2I scenario in Shanghai, China. The TX
was installed on the top of five-story building to emulate a
BS. The height of the antennas was about 26 meters. The RX,
emulating a UE, was moved on the 5th and 7th floors in a
modern apartment building on the opposite side of the TX,
as shown in Figure 2. The heights of the two stories were 17
and 23 meters. The line-of-sight (LOS) direction from the
TX to the room for measurement was about 10° to the east,
and the distance from the TX to the window at the 7th floor
was only 20 meters. On either floor, the RX was moved at 8
positions in a room and 40 positions in four corridors, as
annotated in the floorplan in Figure 3. To analyse the
propagation characteristics, the measurement routes were

divided into four regions. The first region was the room
where the RX was placed at 8 positions (P1 to P8) along a line
with a spacing of 1 meter between adjacent positions. The
second region was a horizontal corridor next to the outer-
ring rooms including the measurement positions from P11
to P23. The third region included two vertical corridors
which had the measurement positions from P24 to P29 and
from P34 to P40 excluding P35 and P36. Finally, the fourth
region was a horizontal corridor in the inner part of the
building, which included P29 to P36. The spacing between
adjacent positions in the corridors was 2 meters.

3.3. Measurement Results of Multiband O2I Coverage. The
contour diagrams in Figure 3 demonstrate the distributions
of the pass loss magnitudes at the three frequencies of 3.5,
4.9, and 28 GHz. For Area 1 (an outer room), the signals can
propagate through the window and achieve good coverage at
all the three frequencies. According to the link budget de-
sign, the maximal tolerable path loss for the BS-to-UE links
is PLy, = 140 dB. The maximal tolerable path loss of 140 dB is
widely used in the industry [18, 19]. Actually, it will be
slightly different for different frequencies and different
companies. Generally, this tolerable path loss is used for
brief evaluation of link budget during the design of wireless
communication system or architecture. We can see that the
path loss in the room is much smaller than PLy, at 3.5 and
4.9 GHz. For 28 GHz, the path loss satisfies the requirement
in almost all the room but is just close to PLy, near the door.
Therefore, the BS can cover the room entirely at all the three
frequencies. How the 28 GHz signals propagate in space and
cover the room will be discussed in detail later.

In Area 2 (the long corridor in the middle), the path loss at
all the three frequencies is obviously larger than that in Area 1
and increases with the horizontal depth along the corridor. It
is noticed that the path loss is the smallest at position RX 11.
This is because there is a high-rise building to the west, as
shown in Figure 2. Thus, some signals are reflected into the
corridor through the window near RX 11, resulting in the
decreasing trend of the path loss from the west to the east. In
addition, near the door of each room, the path loss decreases
slightly. This is because the signals from the BS arrive at these
positions through a window and a door. Hence, the path loss
near the doors is smaller than that at other positions where the
signals need to pass through two walls.

The average path loss in Area 2 at 4.9 and 28 GHz is
larger by 12 and 30 dB, respectively, than that at 3.5 GHz. As
shown in Figure 3, the path loss at the two sub-6 GHz
frequencies is well below PLy,, ensuring good coverage in
Area 2. But the 28 GHz band cannot meet the path loss
requirement except the small part near the west window. As
mentioned above, this is due to the paths reflected by a
building outside the window.

Area 3 is the two vertical corridors, where the path loss is
larger than that in Area 2, as shown in Figure 3. The average
path loss at 4.9 and 28 GHz is larger by 12 and 40dB, re-
spectively, than that at 3.5 GHz. In Figures 3(a) and 3(b), we
can see that the path loss in the corridor on the right hand side
(to the east) is obviously smaller than that in the left corridor
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FiGure 1: Multiband channel sounder at 3.5, 4.9, and 28 GHz. (a) Transmitter with three RF chains and antennas. (b) Receiver with two

antennas.
TaBLE 1: The configuration of antennas.
Class Subclass HPBW in horizontal plane (°) HPBW in elevation plane () Antenna gain (dBi)
3.5GHz TX antenna 360 40 4
TX antenna 4.9 GHz TX antenna 360 40 0.5
28 GHz TX antenna 110 40 8.5
3.5GHz RX antenna 360 40 4
RX antenna 4.9 GHz RX antenna 360 40 0.5
28 GHz RX antenna type 1 360 40 25
28 GHz RX antenna type 2 10 10 25

FiGUre 2: Multiband O2I channel measurement scenario.

(to the west). This is because, as mentioned earlier, the BS is to
the east with respect to Area 1, and thus is closer to the right
corridor. The signals at the sub-6 GHz frequencies can
penetrate the walls and arrive at the two corridors. Since the
propagation distance to the right corridor is shorter, the path
loss is smaller. However, there is no obvious difference for the
two corridors at 28 GHz in Figure 3(c), as the mmWave
signals cannot penetrate the walls. It is found that 3.5 and
4.9 GHz can achieve full coverage over Area 3, but 28 GHz
cannot satisfy the path loss requirement any more.

Area 4 is the horizontal corridor at the bottom. The
distribution of the path loss in Area 4 is similar with that in
Area 2. The path loss is relatively small near the window to the
west end and increases along the corridor to the east. The
average path loss at 4.9 and 28 GHz is larger by 12 and 35 dB,
respectively, than that at 3.5 GHz. Since the path loss is still
below PLy,, 3.5 and 4.9 GHz can achieve full coverage for Area
4. But 28 GHz can only cover the area near the window.

By comparison, it can be found that the difference be-
tween the pass loss at 3.5 and 4.9 GHz does not change,
which is always 12dB. This indicates that the penetration
loss through the windows or walls is quite similar for sub-
6 GHz bands. However, the path loss difference between 3.5
and 28 GHz varies in the areas. The difference becomes
larger when the RX is moved to the inner part of the
building. This indicates that the penetration loss of mmWave
signals through walls is much larger.

In summary, we can see that the 28 GHz band can
provide coverage for indoor areas near exterior windows,
such as outer rooms and ends of corridors. The propagation
through windows results in the received power and hence
determines the O2I coverage. Meanwhile the received power
decays quickly with the depth of the indoor position due to
large path loss. Consequently, mmWave cannot cover inner
space of buildings without direct propagation through ex-
terior windows. On the contrary, the sub-6 GHz bands can
provide reliable coverage for the whole building in the UMi
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FIGURE 3: Measurement results for multiband O2I coverage. (a) Path loss on the 7th floor at 3.5 GHz. (b) Path loss on the 7th floor at

4.9 GHz. (c) Path loss on the 7th floor at 28 GHz.

021 scenario, thanks to the good propagation characteristics
of wall penetration and much smaller path loss.

3.4. Spatial Propagation Measurement for O2I Coverage at
28 GHz. As discussed in the previous subsection, the indoor
coverage is achieved by the signal propagation through ex-
terior windows. In this subsection, we study how the
mmWave signals propagate in a room and are reflected inside
to achieve indoor coverage. For this purpose, we performed
the spatial propagation measurements on the 28 GHz signals
using the steering antenna method. As mentioned in Section
3.1, a 28 GHz horn antenna was mounted on a turntable. The
RX was placed 1, 2.5, and 5.5 meters away from the window
along a straight line in the rooms on the 5th and 7th floors, as
illustrated in Figure 3. At each position, the receiving antenna
was raised to the heights of 0.5, 1.5, and 2.5 m. It was rotated
around with the step of the HPBW of 10°, to capture the
received power at the directions [20]. As illustrative examples,
the angular power profiles at the three measurement positions
are plotted in Figure 4.

As can be seen in Figure 4(a), there are three significant
clusters. The first one is at the angle of arrival (AoA) of 10°,
which is the direction of the LOS path. Hence, this is the direct
propagation cluster through the glass window. The second
cluster is at the AoA of about 330". It is the reflection from the
wall on the left, which is coincident with the geometric re-
lationship. Its power is slightly smaller than that of the LOS
cluster due to the reflection loss. The third cluster is at the AoA
of about 190°, which should be the reflection on the back wall
of the room. Its power is smaller than the other two clusters
because of longer propagation distance and reflection loss.

As shown in Figure 4(b), when the RX was moved to the
second position (with more depth into the room), the power of
the LOS cluster decays more than the reflection cluster by the
left wall. This is because the LOS path is partially blocked but
the wall reflection is not affected much and the power is still
quite significant. Finally, at the third position, the power of the
LOS cluster further reduces and the wall reflection cluster still
has large power, as shown in Figure 4(c). Meanwhile, because
the RX is now very close to the back wall of the room, the
reflection by the metal door becomes quite significant. Also, we
can see many scattered clusters in the power arrival profile
from different directions, which should be generated by the
reflections on the walls. In addition, it is found that, at the same
RX position, the angular power arrival profiles at different
heights are identical and do not change with height.

The results show that 28 GHz band can provide full
coverage over the rooms that are close to an outdoor BS. The
LOS cluster contributes most power when the RX is close to
the window, but it decays quickly when the RX moves away
from the window. The one-bound reflection on a wall always
generates a significant cluster, no matter the position of the
RX, which plays an important role in indoor coverage, even
more than the LOS cluster. The mmWave signals through the
window also experience intensive reflections inside the room
and make a significant contribution in the received power,
especially when the RX is located deep inside the room.

3.5. Path Loss Results of O2I Propagation at Different
Frequencies. In order to predict the indoor coverage in the
sub-6 GHz and mmWave bands, we evaluate the fitting
curve of path loss in the O2I channels based on our
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FIGURE 4: Measurement results of the angular power arrival profiles in the O2I channels at 28 GHz (“D” is the distance between the RX and
the window. “H” is the height of the RX horn antenna.). (a) D =1m, H = 1.5m; (b)D =2.5m, H =2m; (¢)D =55m, H = 0.5m.

measurement results. The path loss measurement results in
Area 1, at the positions from RX 1 to RX 7 on the 7th and 5th
floors, in Figure 3 are plotted in Figures 5(a) and 5(b),
respectively, for easy analysis. The linear-function fitting
model is also plotted. At first, the path loss increases basically
linearly with the increase of the depth in the room. On the
7th floor, as shown in Figure 5(a), the path loss exponents
(slopes of the linear functions) are all about 1.5 dB/meter for
the three frequencies. But the exponent becomes about 6 dB/
meter for 28 GHz at the 5th floor.

This indicates that, when there is a clear LOS path, the
path loss increments are identical for both sub-6 GHz and
mmWave bands. The difference is mainly caused by the
frequency gap. However, without a clear LOS path between
the BS and UE (but there is a LOS path from the BS to the
building window), the path loss for mmWave increases
significantly. This may be because the signals cannot pen-
etrate the wall and the received power is collected mainly by
reflections. Thus, the path loss increases quickly when the
RX moves deeply into the building.

Furthermore, the building penetration loss is another
interesting parameter that required to be discussed. Here, we
use results of RX 1 to RX 7 in Area 1 for such analysis since
other Rx locations involve the deep indoor propagation
scheme. For RX in Area 1, we obtain the building pene-
tration loss by removing free space path loss from the whole
receiver’s path loss. It is shown that the averaging building
penetration loss is 10.7 dB, 16.5 dB, and 22.5 dB for 3.5, 4.9,
and 28 GHz, respectively. As RX moves deeper into the
room, the building penetration loss generally becomes
larger. Since the window is not wide enough for all RX in
Area 1 to have direct propagation path through glass
window, the building penetration is due to hybrid of window
and concrete walls.

4. Glass Window Penetration
Loss Measurement

As revealed by the measurement results in Section 3, the
coverage in the room at 28 GHz depends mainly on the
propagation through the exterior glass window. The signal

power through the exterior walls is ignorable. Therefore,
the propagation loss through glass windows is critical for
mmWave to realize O2I coverage. The loss is determined by
the ingredients, thickness, and layers of glasses. Various
types of glass windows are used in the global market. We
have investigated the glazing type distributions in several
countries, and the windows can be divided into three main
categories: ordinary, low-E (low-emissivity), and IRR
(infrared-reflective) glasses, based on the radiation energy
differences and energy-saving requirements. Ordinary glass
has good light transmission and can transfer almost all the
indoor radiation and solar energy. Ordinary glass is mainly
used in old-style residential and commercial areas with
different thicknesses, colors, and layers. The light trans-
mittance of low-E glass is slightly lower than that of or-
dinary glass, and the infrared light poorly penetrates. Low-
E glass can make room cold in summer and warm in winter
with a good energy-saving effect. Low-E glass is mainly
used in new residential and commercial areas, with a
typical double and metal film and inert gas in the middle.
IRR glass has poor transmittance for both visible and in-
frared light but a good energy-saving effect. IRR glass is
mainly used for exterior walls of modern business office
buildings.

Each category further includes a number of subtypes. To
study the feasibility of mmWave O2I coverage for the 5G
network, we selected nine typical kinds of glass windows to
measure their penetration loss at 28 GHz. We utilized a
vector network analyzer (VNA) with two horn antennas. The
transmitting and receiving antennas were placed face to face
on the two sides of a window. The penetration loss was
obtained by comparing the received power measured with
and without the window.

The measurement results and glazing distribution of the
glass windows are listed in Table 2. It is found that the
penetration loss varies greatly over the glass types.
According to the measurement results in Section 3, the
additional penetration loss by the window of 6dB may
reduce the indoor coverage depth only by 1 meter. The low-E
glass windows in Shanghai and Vancouver both introduce
about 15 dB loss, equivalently reducing the indoor coverage
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FIGURE 5: Measurement results of the path loss at different positions in the room at multiple frequencies. (a) The room on the 7th floor. (b)

The room on the 5th floor.

TaBLE 2: Penetration loss of various types of glass windows.

Application scenario Information [13]

Class Subclass Penetration loss
Ordinary glass (<15 mm) 3-8dB
Ordinary glass Coated glass (6 mm) 11.83dB
Shanghai, China (18 mm) 15dB
Low-E glass Vancouver, Canada 16dB
IRR ordinary window 31.4dB [13]
IRR glass Modern IRR glass 33dB [13]
Tinted glass (38 mm) 40.1dB [21]

Old houses/shops (full coverage over rooms through

New/renovated homes/shops (coverage over areas

New CBD office building (O2I coverage is difficult)

Europe: ~86%
Austrian: <20%
Canada: ~60%
United States: 80%
China: 45%-85%
Europe: ~12%
Austrian: >80%
Canada: ~30%
United States: 10%
China: 10%~50%
Europe: ~2%
Canada: ~10%
United States: 10%
China: 5%

exterior windows)

close to exterior windows)

depth by 2 to 3m. Therefore, the indoor coverage is still
feasible for outer rooms. However, the IRR glass generates
much larger loss from 31.4 to 40.1 dB, and thus, the indoor
coverage may be difficult. The ordinary glass is, obviously,
most beneficial to O2I coverage by mmWave. As listed in
Table 2, the ordinary glass is mostly widely used in the
considered countries and occupies more than half of the
markets [13]. Meanwhile, the IRR glass windows are adopted
in less than 10% buildings.

As we can see, it is feasible to provide indoor coverage
using mmWave in most areas at present, thanks to the low
penetration loss and wide adoption of ordinary glass win-
dows. However, low-E glass windows will be more and more

adopted globally for better energy efficiency. For example, as
shown in [13], the new or renovated residential buildings in
Vancouver and Toronto all use low-E windows. The market
occupancy of low-E window in China will increase by 15% to
20% per year and is anticipated to achieve 20% in 2020.
Therefore, with the popularity of low-E windows, the O2I
coverage by mmWave will become more challenging in the
future.

In addition, it is also noticed that the uncoated glass
generates loss of only 3 to 8 dB, depending on its thickness
(at most 15mm), glazing (single- or double-layered), and
color. But the coated ordinary glass generates almost 12 dB
loss even when it is only 6 mm thick. Hence, coating can
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significantly increase the penetration loss for ordinary glass
windows.

5. Conclusions

The measurement results in this paper reveal the path loss
distribution and coverage conditions at 3.5, 4.9, and 28 GHz
in a typical UMi O2I scenario. It can be seen that the signals
at 28 GHz propagate into the room and corridors mainly
through the windows and doors. The path loss is smaller
than the threshold of 140 dB and thus the outer rooms can be
covered. But the path loss is too high to cover the inner part
of the building (>140 dB). The average path loss at 4.9 and
28 GHz is larger by 12 and 35 dB, respectively, than that at
3.5 GHz. The sub-6G signals can penetrate the concrete wall
much better and ensure good coverage for the whole
building. The difference between the path loss at 3.5 and
4.9 GHz is consistently 12 dB. Based on the comparison, we
can conclude that the mmWave band can meet the coverage
requirement for outer rooms with exterior windows. The
direct LOS cluster can provide required received power for
the areas close to windows, but the reflection of mmWave
signals by walls is more significant and ensures the coverage
over the whole room. The penetration losses through un-
coated glass windows of the ordinary, low-E, and IRR
windows are 6, 15, and 35 dB. The hybrid approach using
both sub-6G and mmWave bands is promising to provide
seamless coverage. To design the multiband access network
and allocate the spectrum resource based on the propagation
characteristics is an interesting and important research topic
for 5G.
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This work reports the concept and development of two mechanically frequency-tunable horn filtennas for microwave and
millimeter-waves. Our design approach relies on the integration of a horn antenna with a mechanically tunable filter based on
dual-post resonators. The proposed filtennas have been manufactured and experimentally characterized, by means of reflection
coeflicient, radiation pattern, and gain. Measurements demonstrate that both filtennas have a tuning ratio of approximately 1.37
with continuous adjustment. The first prototype operates from 2.56 to 3.50 GHz, whereas in the second one the bandwidth is from
17.4 to 24.0 GHz. In addition, the higher-frequency filtenna has been implemented in a 5.0-meter-reach indoor environment,
using a 16-QAM signal at 24 GHz. The best configuration in terms of performance resulted in a root mean square error vector

magnitude (EVMgys) and antenna radiation efficiency of 3.69% and 97.0%, respectively.

1. Introduction

The usage spectrum has been increased significantly in the
last decades and trends to accelerate even more in the next
years due to the fifth-generation cellular networks (5G). This
new generation aims at a 100-fold increase in traffic capacity
[1, 2]. The motivation to increase the 5G network bandwidth
will probably be the most promising approach to increase
the overall capacity. In this direction, the wireless research
community needs to exploit efficient and more effective
spectrum management techniques [3-7]. Among various
approaches, the dynamic spectrum access techniques, in-
cluding cognitive radio (CR), have been distinguished. Al-
though the use of millimeter-waves (mm-waves) represents
a hot topic, low-frequency bands have indeed been con-
sidered for 5G systems [5]. Therefore, the basic structure will
be a hybrid network, in which the low- and high-frequency
communications coexist [6, 7].

In this direction, the demand for new antennas with a
capability to work in the newly proposed architectures has
increased, and reconfigurable antennas represent a potential
candidate to fulfill the 5G requirements [8-11]. Further-
more, the CR applications require using two different an-
tennas: a broadband antenna for spectrum sensing and a
tunable narrowband antenna after selecting the operating
channel [12]. Apart from the need of continuously operating
through different channels, it becomes necessary to reject
those that are not in use. In this way, the filter requirements
of the front-end circuits can be greatly reduced.

As an attempt to reduce the hardware complexity, re-
searchers have proposed to move some of the filtering parts
to the antenna in order to discharge the filter bank con-
straints inside the front end. Examples of frequency-
reconfigurable antennas with integrated filtering capabilities
can be found in [13-16]. A single-port reconfigurable an-
tenna for CR applications was presented in [13]. The
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FiGure 1: Horn filtennas design (a) and development methodology (b).

proposed antenna was based on an ultra-wideband (UWB)
design and has a reconfigurable bandpass filter integrated
into its feed line. Electronic switches were incorporated on
the filter to activate/deactivate it and control its bandpass
frequency. In [14], a defected microstrip structure (DMS)
based on a reconfigurable bandpass filter was integrated with
a dual-sided tapered slot antenna. By manipulating the slots
in the DMS, the filter could be used for frequency tuning.
The authors in [15] presented, for the first time, the filtenna
concept. Filtenna or “filtering antenna” is the antenna-filter
combination with filtering ability, while preserving the ra-
diation performance. This was achieved by changing the
filter total capacitance via an integrated varactor within its
structure. We have recently proposed the concept and re-
ported the development of an optically controlled recon-
figurable filtenna [16], which was based on the integration of
abroadband printed antenna with a bandpass reconfigurable
filter and photoconductive switches.

Finally, from the waveguide point of view, there are some
publications on filter devices and horn antennas integration,
due to its high gain and high efficiency [17-23]. Luo et al.
proposed a filtenna structure, in which a horn antenna was
covered by a frequency-selective surface (FSS) based on
substrate integrated waveguide (SIW) cavities for suppres-
sion of out-band interference [17]. In [18], Bilotti et al.
reported a self-filtering and low-noise horn antenna for
satellite applications. The filtering element was based on
metallic omega particles [19]. On the other hand, Barbuto
et al. designed a combined bandpass filter and polarization
transformer for horn antennas [20]. The solution was based
on the design of a linear-to-circular polarization trans-
former, which consisted of a complementary electrically
small resonator etched on a metallic screen. Ma et al. [21]
presented a dual circularly polarized horn antenna, by
employing a chiral metamaterial composed of two-layered
periodic metallic arc structure. The designed antenna pro-
vides left-handed circular polarization from 12.4 to
12.5 GHz and right-handed circular polarization from 14.2
to 14.4 GHz. Barbuto et al. have used electrically small
magnetic resonators to design filtering horn antennas with

band-stop characteristics [22]. By properly placing a split-
ring resonator (SRR) inside a standard horn antenna, the
radiating and matching properties of the overall structure
are affected by the SRR strong resonance only around its
resonant frequency, leading to a band notch filter. Recently,
Wang et al. reported a wideband pattern-reconfigurable
horn antenna [23]. The antenna consisted of incorporating a
power divider, eight reconfigurable band-stop filters, and
eight TEM horn antenna elements.

Particularly, we have very recently reported preliminary
results of a mechanically tunable horn filtenna [24]. That
work is regarding the development of two high-performance
reconfigurable and tunable horn filtennas. The first proposed
filtenna has been idealized for sub-3.0 GHz bands, which had
been recommended by the U.S. Federal Communications
Commission for 5G transmission in urban environments
[25]. On the other hand, the second prototype is devoted to
mm-wave 5G systems, which are typically referred to as
enhanced mobile broadband applications. The manuscript is
structured in five sections. Section 2 is regarding the
mechanically tunable horn filtenna design and development
methodology. The numerical and experimental results of the
two proposed filtennas are presented in Section 3. Section 4
reports an implementation and an experimental perfor-
mance analysis of the mm-wave horn filtenna. Conclusions
and final comments are addressed in Section 5.

2. Horn Filtenna Design and
Development Methodology

The horn filtennas design and development methodology are
presented in Figure 1. Initially, the horn antenna and RF
bandpass filter, corresponding to each filtenna, have been
analytically calculated as individual structures, with the
purpose of satisfying the project requirements. After, they
were integrated into a single structure for creating the
frequency-reconfigurable filtenna, as illustrated in
Figure 1(b). As described in Figure 1(a), the development
methodology can be summarized into four phases: the horn
antenna and filter analytical design; numerical analysis;
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FIGURE 5: Microwave horn filtenna prototype.

product engineering; and manufacture. Numerical sweeps of
the filtenna design variables have been performed in ANSYS
HESS®, using the finite element method (FEM), for making its
bandwidth reconfigurable without disturbing its radiation
pattern. Posteriorly, the antenna model has been modified in
product engineering using SolidWorks®, giving rise to a me-
chanical model suitable for prototyping using the milling
aluminum process. For electromagnetic validation purposes of
the mechanical model, it has exported from SolidWorks®,
imported in HFSS®, and resimulated. Finally, the
manufacturing has been realized using the final CAD model,
exported from HFSS®.

The filtenna radiator is a pyramidal horn antenna with
the same half-power beamwidth (HPBW) in the electrical
(E) and magnetic (H) field planes. Figure 1(a) displays its

design variables: a and b are the waveguide cross-sectional
dimension; I, is the waveguide section length; a. and b, are
the horn aperture dimensions; and [. is the horn longitudinal
length.

The bandpass filter has been placed into the waveguide
section between the horn and feeder, without increasing the
overall size. The available waveguide section length [, is less
than one guided wavelength at the desired central frequency.
Filter topologies such as inductively coupled rectangular
waveguide filters, E-plane metal insert filters, and evanescent
mode waveguide filters have standard structures consisting
of several cavities with overall longitudinal length equal or
greater than a guided wavelength, which makes them in-
feasible to this application [26]. On the other side, multi-
mode and dual-post resonator (DPR) filters provide
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compact structures [27-29]. Multimode filters enable
multiple resonance frequencies. Its design modifies the
waveguide cross-sectional dimensions in order to allow
supporting the dominant mode in the vertical and horizontal
polarizations for decreasing its longitudinal length [28]. A
DPR filter does not change the waveguide main dimensions
and is highly selective, easily tunable, and works as inductive
obstacles, which are commonly used in conventional
waveguide filters. In addition, it is a singlet structure, i.e.,
with a reflection and a transmission zero at a real frequency
[29]. For all these reasons, the DPR approach has been
applied to the horn filtenna design.

The DPR filter is a single pole structure composed of two
partial-height antipodal metal posts with different lengths
and symmetrically located along the waveguide transverse
section, as depicted in Figure 2(a). The antipodal position
provides a higher difference between the resonant and
nonresonant modes than the parallel position, as well as a
higher quality factor (Q) [30]. In addition, the different post
lengths excite the filter resonant mode without extra cou-
pling sections, reducing the filter overall dimension and
complexity [29]. The nonresonant mode defines a resonant
frequency away from the filter passband, which might be
propagation or an evanescent mode that bypasses the res-
onant mode [28]. This additional path between the filter
input and output ports is used to create a transmission zero
in the vicinity of the passband and increase its selectivity.
Figure 2(b) presents the filter singlet schematic, in which the
TE,, is the DPR filter resonant mode, whereas the non-
resonant mode is the TE;, fundamental mode. TE,, gen-
erates the filter pole and is coupled to the filter input and
output by the coupling coefficients ks; and kg, respectively.
The DPR equivalent circuit is based on inductive obstacles
for waveguides [31, 32], as presented in Figure 2(c). The
shunt and series elements reactance change from capacitive
to inductive, as a function of the DPR height and frequency.

Lastly, TE, gives rise to a transmission zero located below
the resonant mode pole, representing a direct coupling
between input and output ports, by a coupling coefficient
ks The DPR might also be treated as inverter admittance in
the filter passband [29]. This approach is commonly used in
microwave filters design, with the purpose of allowing a
common resonator type for the entire structure [33].
Figure 2(d) shows the dual-post resonator and tuning screws
variables, in which h; and h;, are the filter resonator lengths;
d is the separation between the post resonators; d, and d, are
the tuning screw lengths; and r; and r, are the resonator and
screw radii, respectively. The metal screws have been
inserted into the filter cavity to mechanically tuning the horn
filtenna frequency response. The screws have different
lengths in order to produce similar loading capacitance,
since dual-post resonators have different heights.

The simulated DPR reactance for a WR-42 rectangular
waveguide is presented in Figure 3 for r;=1mm,
d=4.67mm, h;=1.4mm, and h, =2.4mm. The shunt and
series elements reactance had been defined as shown in
Figure 2(c) and calculated by S-parameters [34]. According
to Figure 3, when the shunt element reactance reaches zero,
the filter transmission zero frequency (f,ero) is obtained.
Complementarily, when the series element reactance reaches
zero, the filter pole frequency (fo1c) is determined. As a filter
design methodology [24, 29, 34], we have varied the DPR
filter design parameters ry, d, and Ah = h, — h, for illustrating
their impact on the transmission zero and pole frequencies.
The DPR design curves are reported in Figure 4, including
the normalized transmission zero and pole frequencies.
First, the DPR transmission zero frequency is inversely
proportional to resonators separation distance d, as reported
in Figure 4(a). The pole frequency is practically insensitive to
the resonator separation distance; only for small values of d,
the pole frequency slightly increases. Figure 4(b) presents the
DPR frequency response as a function of the resonator
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height difference. This parameter is directly proportional to
the pole frequency and controls the DPR filter passband. The
transmission zero frequency is stable for small values of Ah
and starts to decrease after the 1 mm threshold. Finally, the
results for resonators radii variation are presented in
Figure 4(c). The transmission zero and pole frequencies have
small dependence on the resonator radii, for this reason
cannot be used as a tuning parameter. In short, d is used to
control the transmission zero frequency, whereas the pole
frequency is controlled by Ah. The resonator radii might be
defined according to the manufacturing process constraints.
As a conclusion, DPR filters can be efliciently designed by
applying the presented circuital model and design curves,
since no closed formulas have been obtained for its structure

yet.

3. Horn Filtennas Results

This section reports the numerical and experimental results
of the two proposed filtennas, namely, microwave horn
filtenna and millimeter-wave horn filtenna.

3.1. Microwave Horn Filtenna. For the microwave horn
filtenna, a noncommercial waveguide (a=66mm and
b=30mm) has been designed in order to cover the fre-
quency range from 2.56 to 3.50 GHz with single mode
operation (TE;(). The horn filtenna final dimensions were
a.=127.65mm, b.=983mm, and [.=212.73mm. The
waveguide section between the feeder and radiator with
length equal to I, = 80 mm has been used to design the DPR
filter. The resonators were positioned in the waveguide
center, separated by a distance d =27 mm and with a radius
equal to 7.0 mm. By considering the desired range from 2.56
to 3.50 GHz, the resonators lengths h;=51mm and
hy=9.1 mm were obtained by numerical sweep in ANSYS

HESS. A few interactions between HFSS and SolidWorks
have been done to obtain a suitable and feasible filtenna
mechanical model. Figure 5 reports the resultant prototype
made in aluminum.

A waveguide to coaxial transition has also been de-
veloped to facilitate its connection to RF components and
pieces of equipment. The filtenna characterization starts
from reflections (S;;) measurements, using the Keysight
PNA Network Analyzer N5224A for different screw depths.
The filtenna operating frequency could be continuously
tuned from 2.56 to 3.50 GHz by appropriately tightening the
tuning screws. Figure 6 presents the reflection coefficient
response for the initial, central, and final frequencies for
both simulations and measurements. The filtenna operating
modes have been defined as Conf. I (d,=17.70 mm and
d,=19.96 mm); Conf. II (d;=19.0mm and d,=12.3 mm);
and Conf. III (d, =13.0 mm and d, =13.5 mm). The filtenna
bandwidth can be managed by manipulating d; and d,, since
the loading capacitance is proportional to the screws’ depths.
An excellent agreement is observed between the measured
and simulated results for the three operating modes. The
measured filtenna central frequency and fractional band-
width (FBW) were 2.56 GHz and 2.7% for Conf. I; 3.10 GHz
and 2.8% for Conf. II; and 3.50 GHz and 2% for Conf. IIIL.
The microwave horn filtenna tuning ratio was approximately
1.36, which is higher than most of the tunable filtenna re-
ported in the literature [13-15] that are typically based on
microstrip antennas. Additionally, the main advantage of
our approach is the remarkable possibilities of continuously
tuning the bandwidth due to use of dual-post resonator
structure.

The filtenna radiation pattern and gain measure-
ments were performed using a standard log-periodic
antenna as a reference antenna, positioned 7m away.
Both antennas were mounted on masts at 1.8 m. Radi-
ation pattern measurements has been carried out at 2.56
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Ficure 10: Millimeter-wave horn antenna radiation pattern. (a) E-plane at 17.5 GHz. (b) H-plane at 17.5 GHz. (c) E-plane at 24 GHz.

(d) H-plane at 24 GHz.

and 3.50 GHz for E-plane and H-plane, as summarized in
Figure 7. A discrepancy at 2.56 GHz in the front-back
region for E-plane is observed in Figure 7(a). Regarding
the main lobe, the measured and simulated results have
consistently been shown for all frequencies and planes.
The measured peak gain was 8 dBi at 2.56 GHz and 10 dBi
at 3.50 GHz.

3.2. Millimeter-Wave Horn Filtenna. A standard waveguide
WR-42 (10.67 mm x 4.3 mm) has been used for the mm-
wave horn filtenna and its final dimensions were
a.=19.88 mm, b.=15.46 mm, and [.=33.13 mm. Follow-
ing the same design procedure adopted for the microwave
horn filtenna, the waveguide section between the feeder
and radiator (/;=12mm) has been used for allocating the
DPR filter. The 2 mm diameter resonators were positioned

in the waveguide center with a separation distance of
4.67mm. The resonator heights are h;=1.4mm and
h,=2.4mm from 17.4 to 24.0 GHz. Figure 8 presents the
mm-wave filtenna prototype, manufactured by milling
process in aluminum.

The filtenna reflection coeflicient has been measured
using a Keysight PNA Network Analyzer N5224A and a
commercial waveguide to coaxial transition. The mea-
sured results are presented in Figure 9 for the initial,
central, and final frequency, from 17.4 to 24.0 GHz. Once
again, the filtenna bandwidth could be continuously
tuned over a wide frequency range. The measured and
simulated results presented in Figure 9 corroborate with
the proposed horn filtenna design procedure. The filtenna
measured operating modes according to screws positions
are Conf. I (d,=2.55mm and d,=0mm) centered at
17.4 GHz with 2.8% FBW; Conf. II (d;=0.85mm and
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Ficure 11: Implementation of the mm-wave tunable horn filtenna at 24.7 GHz. (a) Transmission side and (b) reception side.
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FIGUure 12: EVM as a function of the received power for four
different scenarios.

d,=1.8mm) centered at 21 GHz with 7.9% FBW; and
Conf. III (d; =0.5mm and d, =1 mm) centered at 24 GHz
with 4.11% FBW. The millimeter-wave horn filtenna
tuning ratio is approximately 1.37 with FBW from 2.8 to
7.9%.

Radiation pattern measurements have been carried
out at 17.5 and 24 GHz for the E-plane and H-plane, as
summarized in Figure 10. A good qualitative agreement is
observed for all cases, mainly for the half-power beam-
width. The main difference is related to the back lobe for
the H-plane at 17.5GHz. Its measured peak gain was
8.5dBi and 12.3dBi at 17.5 and 24.0 GHz, respectively.

4. Implementation of the Millimeter-Wave
Tunable Horn Filtenna

Our main objective was demonstrating its applicability in
radio cognitive, in which operating bandwidth can be dy-
namically allocated as a function of the opportunistic sce-
nario of primary/secondary users. Figure 11 displays
photographs of the indoor environments used for the
implementation. At the transmission side, a vector signal
generator (VSG) provides a 16-QAM of 800 Mb/s signal at
24.7 GHz. The RF power transmission was 1 dBm, and an
electrical amplifier (EA) with 23 dB gain was applied in order
to increase the effectively radiated power by the filtenna. The
transmission antenna was a 20 dBi gain horn antenna. The
free-space loss, calculated by the Friis equation, was ap-
proximately 55.8 dB at 24.7 GHz for 5 meters. The received
side was composed by the mm-wave filtenna followed by a
low-noise amplifier and a vector signal analyzer (VSA).
Figure 12 reports the experimental results of the root
mean square error vector magnitude (EVMpgys) as a
function of the received power. In accordance with 3GPP
(http://www.3GPP.org), EVMpgps for 16-QAM modulation
should not exceed 12.5% [35]. For comparison purposes, the
red curve depicts a back-to-back (B2B) condition by directly
connecting VSG to VSA. In other words, there was no
wireless transmission for the B2B scenario. The black curve
with squares represents the wireless transmission for four
different scenarios (Sc.) based on the screw depth position.
Sc. 1 was the worst case, for which the filtenna does not
provide a suitable impedance matching at the chosen fre-
quency with these screw depths configuration; thus, the
constellation has been shown poor, giving rise to EVMpgys of
18.47%. As soon as the screw depths were modified, the
system performance has been significantly improved,
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FIGURE 13: Experimental performance investigation at 24.7 GHz with 800 Mbit/s throughput. (a) Scenario 1 and (b) Scenario 4.

TaBLE 1: Experimental characterization of the proposed filtenna for four configurations.

Scenario Screw depth (mm) S11 (dB) Radiation efficiency (%) Received power (dBm) EVM (RMS%) SNR (dB)
Sc. 1 di=12d,=1.8 -1 18.25 —41.64 18.47 11.54
Sc. 2 d,=08d,=14 -7 73.86 -29.32 7.155 24.17
Sc. 3 d=0.6d,=12 -15 87.16 —22.64 4.58 20.31
Sc. 4 d;=05d,=1 =20 97.8 —18.46 3.69 11.54

resulting EVMpgys and power received of 3.69% and
—18.46 dBm, respectively. Additionally, Figure 13(a) and
Figure 13(b) depict the experimental performance results at
800 Mbit/s RF signal in terms of the constellation and eye
diagram for Sc. 1 and Sc. 4, respectively.

As explained and demonstrated in the previous section,
the filtenna bandwidth can be efficiently managed by op-
timizing the screws depths of the DPR filter. Its reflection
coeflicient at 24.7 GHz varies from -1 to —20 dB, deepening
on the screw depths. Accordingly, the filtenna radiation
efficiency alters from 18 to 97%. Table 1 summarizes the
experimental results scenarios. These experimental results
demonstrate the applicability of the proposed tunable horn
filtenna for radio cognitive in the mm-wave.

5. Conclusions

This paper reported the development of two high-perfor-
mance continuously frequency-tunable horn filtennas for
microwave and mm-waves. Both filtennas are based on the
integration of a broadband horn antenna with a dual-post
resonator filter for enabling mechanical reconfiguration of
their bandwidth. Numerical simulations and experimental
results have been shown in excellent agreement, and a tuning
ratio of 1.36 and 1.37 for the lower-frequency (from 2.56 to
3.5GHz) and higher-frequency (from 17.4 to 24 GHz) fil-
tennas has been reported, respectively. Additionally, the
mm-wave horn filtenna has been implemented in a high-
throughput indoor wireless system at 800 Mbps with line of

sight. The experimental analysis as a function of diverse
performance metrics (constellation, eye diagram, EVM, and
SNR) has successfully demonstrated the applicability of the
proposed filtenna in cognitive radio applications, for in-
stance, mm-wave 5G systems. It has been obtained a
measured EVMpys as low as 3.69%, which is far below the
3GPP requirement of 12.5% for 16-QAM. Future works
regard the implementation of either microwave and mm-
wave filtenna in a real 5G network based on the use of the
Brazilian 5G transceiver, which has been previously de-
veloped by our research group [36].
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With the development of the vehicular network, new radio technologies have been in the spotlight for maximizing the utilization
of the limited radio spectrum resource while accommodating the increasing amount of services and applications in the wireless
mobile networks. New spectrum policies based on dynamic spectrum access technology such as flexible access common spectrum
(FACS) have been adopted by the Korea Communications Commission (KCC). 23 GHz bands have been allocated to FACS bands
by the KCC, which is expected extensively for vehicular communications. The comprehensive knowledge on the radio channel is
essential to effectively support the design, simulation, and development of such radio technologies. In this paper, the charac-
teristics of 23 GHz vehicle-to-infrastructure (V2I) channels are simulated and extracted for the urban environment in Seoul. The
path loss, shadow factor, Ricean K-factor, root-mean-square (RMS) delay spread, and angular spreads are characterized from the
calibrated ray-tracing simulation results, and it can help researchers have a better understanding of the propagation channel for

designing vehicular radio technologies and a communication system in a similar environment.

1. Introduction

Recently, flexible access common spectrum (FACS) has been
considered to have an important role in accommodating the
fast-growing spectrum demands in vehicular communica-
tions, which will ramp up the development of mobile and
wireless vehicular communication technologies to advance
safety and convenience on the roads [1, 2]. Among them,
vehicle-to-infrastructure (V2I) robust connectivity is the key
enabler for enhancing traffic safety, reliability, and efficiency
[3, 4]. The channel characteristic is a critical role in the
design and performance evaluation of V2I connectivity
networks. For example, the realistic large-scale fading
channel parameters are indispensable for efficient network
deployment and optimization; the fidelity small-scale fading
channel parameters are crucial in physical layer design, such
as optimal modulation, coding, diversity, and protocol
scheme development [5].

Most of the previous works on vehicular propagation
channels are focused on the 5 GHz band, e.g., [6-16], which
use the lower frequency band to increase the V2I and ve-
hicle-to-vehicle (V2V) link ranges. In [6], based on the
narrowband channel measurement at 5.2 GHz, the propa-
gation loss (PL) parameters of the vehicular channel are
studied under a highway and under urban, suburban, and
village environments. In [7], a large number of vehicular
narrowband channel measurements are carried out at
5.9GHz. A dual-slope PL model is proposed for the sub-
urban environment. Meanwhile, it is found that, in such an
environment, the small-scale fading of the channel obeys the
Nakagami distribution, and the effect of speed and relative
distance of the transmitting and receiving vehicles on the
Doppler spectrum and quasistationary time is discussed.
Based on the wideband multi-input multioutput (MIMO)
channel measurement at the 5.3 GHz band, the authors in
[8, 9] discuss the nonstationary delay spread (DS) and small-
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scale fading characteristics (following Ricean distribution) in
vehicular channels. In [10], under a highway environment, the
PL, delay distribution, and Doppler characteristics of the V2I
channel are studied according to the MIMO channel mea-
surement. Similarly, the dispersion of multipath components
(MPCs) in delay and Doppler domains is analyzed for V2I
channels under urban and rural environments, and the ge-
ometry of scatterers is also being constructed to illustrate the
MPC distribution [11, 12]. Moreover, in [13], the authors
present a three-dimensional (3D) distribution estimation of
MPCs and discuss the power ratio of different propagation
mechanisms associated with the actual propagation envi-
ronment. The work in [14-16] describes the MPC dispersion
in delay and angle domains for the non-line-of-sight (NLOS)
environments and explores MPC distribution and its prop-
agation mechanisms in different propagation environments.
All of those important vehicular channel characteristics show
that the vehicular channel exhibits severe fading and statistical
nonstationarity. The propagation mechanisms and spatial
distributions of MPCs are mainly determined by the vehicular
propagation environment.

For the 20-60 GHz band, the studies in [17, 18] show
that the large spectrum in a higher frequency band provides
a possibility of high data rate, but the channel is much
different from that in the 5GHz band, and directional
antennas are adopted by transceivers in such vehicular
communication systems to overcome the heavy loss at
those high frequencies [19, 20]. But the obvious limitation
by using directional antennas for the higher frequency
applications is the difficulty of providing an “always
connected” V2I or V2V link. In [21], the two-ray channel
model with random reflected paths is used to represent
60 GHz vehicular channel, and the system performance has
been theoretically evaluated by varying modulation for-
mats, coding complexity, and propagation characteristics
for vehicular communications. The similar works in
[22, 23] analyze the characteristics of MPC propagation
and verify the availability of the vehicular communication
system at 60 GHz. Based on channel measurement with
rotating directional antennas, the DS, path loss exponent
(PLE), and angular spread of arrival (ASA) are compared
between line-of-sight (LOS) and NLOS conditions at
60 GHz under outdoor environments in [24, 25]. The
channel impulse response and scattering functions, as well
as the DS, are obtained from 38 GHz to 60 GHz channel
measurements in [26]. Such measurements show that the
MPC in the channel typically contains LOS, road reflection
paths, and reflection paths from the guard rails. However,
the two distinguishing features of vehicular channels at
higher frequency bands, e.g., directionality and blockage,
are not fully explored in the work, which are the significant
challenge remaining in the design of such vehicular
networks.

An overview of the previous work is to study the typical
behavior of vehicle lanes, identifying missing features in
currently available channel models to design and evaluate
vehicle radio links in a safe and efficient environment.

In this paper, intensive simulations at the 23 GHz band
with 1 GHz bandwidth in a realistic V2I urban environment
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are performed by a calibrated ray-tracing (RT) simulator to
complement these missing characteristics, e.g., directionality
and blockage. Besides, different road widths, traftic flows,
vehicle types, antenna heights, and traffic signs are con-
sidered in the RT simulation to fully explore the V2I channel
behaviors under different conditions. The time-varying
power delay profile (PDP), path loss (PL), shadow factor, DS,
Ricean K-factor, and angular spreads (ASs)—azimuth an-
gular spread of arrival (ASA), azimuth angular spread of
departure (ASD), elevation angular spread of arrival (ESA),
and elevation angular spread of departure (ESD)—are an-
alyzed and extracted from the simulation results. In addi-
tion, the propagation mechanism in different environments
is analyzed that can illustrate the impact of the actual en-
vironment on the channel characteristics. Furthermore, the
extracted parameters can be input to the channel generator,
like QuaDRiGa or METIS, to generate similar channels,
which can be used to evaluate or verify the performance of
the system- or link-level design.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows: In Section 2,
the realistic vehicular environments are reconstructed and
introduced. In Section 3, extensive RT simulations are per-
formed in all cases. Then, based on the RT results, the ve-
hicular channels are comprehensively characterized in
Section 4. Finally, the conclusions are drawn in Section 5.

2. Realistic Vehicular Moving
Network Environments

In order to obtain realistic behavior of vehicular channels in
the moving network (MN), the influence of vehicles must be
considered in the propagation model [27, 28]. In this paper,
to map the MN architecture defined by 3GPP TR 37.885 to
the real propagation environments, the 3D models of a set of
comprehensive vehicular environments are reconstructed.

2.1. Overview of Environments

2.1.1. Urban Environments. The 3D details of the considered
environment are built by OpenStreetMap (OSM). OSM is a
collaborative project to create a free editable map of the
world, and in addition to street-level map information, it can
provide 3D building information. In order to make it easier
to access the OSM data, a plugin for SketchUp (3D modeling
software) is developed in this work. The plugin can import
both street and building information from OSM data. It is
the open source software that can be obtained from http://
www.raytracer.cloud/software. As shown in Figure 1, the
typical urban area in Seoul is selected. This urban envi-
ronment is universal and can represent most of the vehicular
propagation environment in the urban area. In addition to
OSM, KakaoMap, the Korean map software, is also used to
reconstruct the real environment more completely, which
has a 360-degree street view, and some landmark buildings
such as cafes and restaurants will be specially marked.
Combined with OpenStreetMap and KakaoMap, the urban
environments in Seoul can be reconstructed by the SketchUp
software, which is shown in Figure 2. Considering the
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F1GURrE 2: (a) 3D model of Seoul urban environment. (b) 3D model of Area 1. (c) 3D model of Area 2.

impact of different neighborhood environments on the
vehicular channel, two typical urban streets in the city are
selected as the simulation environments. As shown in
Figure 1, the selected streets were marked with red lines on
the maps. Figures 2(b) and 2(c) show the 3D environment
models of these two areas. The difference between the two
areas is the width of the road, characterized by the number of
lanes.

2.1.2. Small-Scale Structures. In addition to the large
buildings, the common small-scale structures such as
roadside trees, traffic lights, traffic signs, and bus stations
are considered in the environment model. These small-
scale structures are on the same order of magnitude as the
wavelength, and the most relevant propagation mechanism
of them in vehicular environments is scattering [29].
Figure 3 shows the 3D models of small-scale structures in
urban environments.

2.2. Vehicle Types and Mobility Modeling

2.2.1. Vehicle Types. In this work, three different vehicle
types are selected by considering the recommendation by
3GPP TR 37.885 [30], which are defined as follows:

(i) Type 1 (passenger vehicle with a lower antenna
position): length 5 m, width 2.0 m, height 1.6 m, and
antenna height 0.75m, as shown in Figure 4(a)

(ii) Type 2 (passenger vehicle with a higher antenna
position): length 5 m, width 2.0 m, height 1.6 m, and
antenna height 1.6 m, as shown in Figure 4(a)

(iii) Type 3 (truck/bus): length 13 m, width 2.6 m, height
3m, and antenna height 3m, as shown in
Figure 4(b)

To more comprehensively reflect the impact of
vehicle types on signal propagation, another type of
vehicle is also considered:

(iv) Type 4 (delivery van): length 13.5m, width 2.6 m,
height 3.5m, and antenna height 3.5 m, as shown in
Figure 4(c)

2.2.2. Mobility Modeling. As per the recommendation by
3GPP TR 37.885, the vehicles are dropped for the urban
environments according to the following process:

(i) The distance between the rear bumper of a vehicle
and the front bumper of the following vehicle in the
same lane follows an exponential distribution

(ii) All the vehicles in the same lane have the same speed
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FIGURE 3: 3D models of small-scale structures. (a) Traffic light model. (b) Traffic sign model. (c) Bus station model. (d) Tree model.
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FIGURE 4: 3D models of different vehicle types. (a) Passenger car model. (b) Bus model. (c) Delivery van model.

(iii) Vehicle-type distribution is not dependent on the
lane

In general, the width of the line is 3.5 m. In Area 1 (shown
in Figure 2(b)), the road is with four lanes. Considering the
traffic congestion in the actual environments, the speed and
the direction of vehicles in each lane are shown in Figure 5.
The width of the road in Area 2, as shown in Figure 2(c), is
more extensive than that in Area 1, and the eight-lane road is
designed in Area 2. The vehicle speed on such a road is shown
in Figure 6. According to the recommendations of 3GPP TR
37.885, the distribution of vehicle types in the urban envi-
ronment is determined:

(i) 60% Type 1 vehicles and Type 2 vehicles (passenger
car)

(ii) 20% Type 3 vehicles (bus)
(iii) 20% Type 4 vehicles (delivery van)

The vehicles in each lane are randomly generated
according to vehicle distribution. Vehicles do not change
their direction at the intersection.

2.3. Antenna Model. The antennas of the base station (BS)
and the user equipment (UE) of the MN system defined are
with the same antenna pattern [30], as shown in Figure 7.
The locations and heights of the transmitter (Tx) at the BS
and receiver (Rx) at the UE are given in Table 1. The settings
follow the recommendations of 3GPP TR 37.885.

3. RT Simulations in Realistic
Vehicular Scenarios

In this section, in order to characterize the 23 GHz vehicular
channels, RT simulations with different antenna height
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FIGURE 5: Vehicle speed in the 4-lane road (Area 1).
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FIGURE 6: Vehicle speed in the 8-lane road (Area 2).

setups are developed in different realistic environment cases.
First, the calibration and verification of the RT simulator are
discussed, and then the RT configuration and different
propagation mechanisms caused by the surrounding envi-
ronment in various environment cases are presented.
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TaBLE 1: Locations and heights of the Tx and Rx.

Urban

Top of the building: 25 m
On the traffic light: 5m

Top of the bus: 3.2m

Parameters

BS antenna height

UE antenna height

3.1. RT Simulation Verification. According to realistic urban
3D maps and design specifications for urban infrastructure,
the vehicular environment features, and typical small-scale
structures is presented in the above section. Based on which,
a large number of statistical consistent environment models
can be generated to simulate urban vehicular channels.
Before this, RT needs to be calibrated via propagation
measurement, and then the intensive close-to-real channel
simulations can be conducted with standard-defined
configurations.

The validations of the RT simulator against various
measurements have been presented in various propagation
environments and different frequency bands. For example,
RT is calibrated and verified in the tunnel environment at
25GHz [31], in the urban environment at 28 GHz [28], in
the indoor environment at 26 GHz [32], in the viaduct
environment at 93 GHz [33], and so on. After the calibra-
tion, the corresponding material parameters are obtained.
The calibrated materials basically cover all the material
composition of the considered propagation environments in
this paper, e.g., concrete, brick, granite, marble, glass, and
metal. Note that applying appropriate material parameters
in RTis a precondition to obtain practical channel results. In
general, the material parameters are frequency dependent.
The material parameters are calibrated in similar propaga-
tion environments at the adjacent frequency band, i,
25GHz and 28 GHz [28, 31]. In Rec. ITU-R P.1238-7 [34]
and Rec. ITU-R P.2040 [35], such material parameters for
urban and indoor environments can be obtained for
1 GHz-100 GHz, indicate an insignificant difference, and are
almost independent of the frequency in the range from
20 GHz to 30 GHz.

3.2. RT Simulation Configuration. Considering the vehicular
MN in the urban environment, not only the bus equipped
with the Rx can move but also other vehicles such as cars,
delivery vans, and other buses can move around as the
moving scatterers. Aiming at supporting these features, the
workflow is shown in Figure 8. Dynamic mobility patterns of
moving objects and the Tx/Rx should be defined prior to
simulation. After all the models and configurations are
uploaded to the RT simulator, the geometry and visibility
relationship of the objects are updated for each snapshot.

The carrier frequency of V2I simulation is 22.6 GHz with
a bandwidth of 1 GHz. Both Tx and Rx beam patterns are the
same as the Tx antenna beam pattern of the MHN-E system
shown in Figure 7. The deployment of the Tx and Rx is
shown in Figure 9; the Tx is placed at the top of the building
with a height of 25m or installed on the pillar of the traffic
light with a height of 5m. The Rx is placed on the top of the
bus. The travel distance of the bus where the Rx is located is
500 m. The RT simulation includes two simulation granu-
larity settings:

(i) The low-resolution simulation: with the sampling
interval 1.38-1.67m, it is used to get the channel
profile and determine the propagation zones where
the high-resolution simulations will take place.
Different propagation zones indicate different
propagation mechanism combinations.

(ii) The high-resolution simulation: for every propaga-
tion zone in every case, one CIR will be simulated per
OFDM symbol duration (which is much shorter
than half of the wavelength), in order to feed into the
link-level simulator.

The simulation setups are based on the RT frequency-
domain method for the ultra-wideband channel, and the
material parameters are extracted from measurements or
literature. The involved material parameters are summarized
in Table 2, where ¢, is the real part of the relative permittivity,
tan 0 is the loss tangent, and S and « are the scattering
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FIGURE 9: Deployment of the Tx and Rx.

coeflicient and scattering exponent of the directive scattering
model [36]. Particularly, the parameters of wood are cali-
brated in [37, 38], and the parameters of concrete are cali-
brated in [39]. Therefore, with the provided calibrated
material parameters, various V2I Tx/Rx deployments can be
simulated by an RT simulator.

Propagation mechanisms in the simulations are LOS,
scattering (multiple scattering theory for vegetation and
single-lobe directive model for others), diffraction (uniform
theory of diffraction (UTD)), reflection (up to 2 orders), and
transmission. The detailed configuration of the RT simulated
channels in urban environments is summarized in Table 3.
The propagation mechanisms for different objects in the
simulation environment are summarized in Table 4.

3.3. Propagation Mechanism Analysis. In this work, 3 dif-
ferent traffic flows are considered:

(i) Full traffic flow: 100% randomly generated vehicles
on the road

(ii) Half traffic flow: 50% randomly generated vehicles
on the road

(iii) Low traffic flow: 10% randomly generated vehicles
on the road

The considered simulation cases are summarized in
Table 5 for clarity, and the exemplified simulation results are
shown in Figure 10. Figures 10(a) and 10(b) show the MPC
distribution of the typical snapshots for Case 9 and Case 10,
respectively; moreover, the time-varying PDPs are also given
to distinguish the MPC distribution in the delay domain

intuitively. According to different MPC distribution and
propagation mechanisms, the “zone” concept is proposed.
Different zones for different cases are used for channel
characterization in the next section. For Case 9, three zones
can be detected, and two zones are marked for Case 10.
According to the RT simulation results for each case, there
are 12 typical divided zones in Table 6, in which the details of
propagation mechanisms for different zones are listed. For
example, in Zone 2, the Rx is out of the Tx main lobe, the
LOS path and reflected and scattered paths (from urban
turniture and other vehicles) exist, and no ground reflection
exists, as shown in Figure 10(c); in Zone 9, the Rx is in the Tx
main lobe, LOS and ground reflected paths exist, and no
reflection or scattering from urban furniture or other ve-
hicles is seen, as shown in Figure 10(d); in Zone 11, the Rx is
in the Tx main lobe and the LOS path is blocked by a vehicle,
as shown in Figure 10(e). Note that the rays whose power is
more than 80 dB lower than that of the strongest ray are cut
off to get the dominant propagation mechanisms.

Extensive high-resolution simulations are conducted in
each propagation zone for different cases. All simulated
channel data can be imported to the V2I link-level simulator
to guide the construction of the vehicular infrastructure for
better road services.

4. Key Channel Parameters for Link-
Level Simulation

In order to support the link-level simulation, for every
propagation zone, the spatial sampling interval is set to 804
for high-resolution simulation. The delay resolution is
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TaBLE 3: Environment configuration.
Frequency 22.1-23.1 GHz
Bandwidth 1 GHz
Antenna Directional antenna
Tx Power 0dBm
Height 5m, 25m
Rx Height 32m
Travel distance for the urban environment 500 m
VoI path D1: Rx on lane 2 (4-lane urban street; Figure 5), v=25km/h
P D2: Rx on lane 4 (8-lane urban street; Figure 6), v=60km/h
Passenger car 60%
Vehicle type Bus 20%
Delivery van 20%
Direct v
Reflection Up to 2 orders
Propagation Diffraction UTD
Scattering Directive scattering model
Transmission v
Building Brick, marble, toughened glass
Material Urban furniture, vehicle Metal
Tree Wood
Ground, highway fence Concrete
TaBLE 4: Propagation mechanism.
Object LOS Reflection (up to 2 orders) Scattering Transmission Diffraction
Trees v v v
Buildings v v v
Traffic signs v v v
Signal lights v v v
Bus stations 4 v v
Ground v v v
Vehicles v v v v
TABLE 5: Analysis cases.
Index Environment Lane Tx height (m) Traffic flow Terminology
1 Seoul 4 25 Full Seoul-4Lanes-Tx25-TFFull
2 Seoul 4 25 Half Seoul-4Lanes-Tx25-TFHalf
3 Seoul 4 25 Low Seoul-4Lanes-Tx25-TFLow
4 Seoul 4 5 Full Seoul-4Lanes-Tx5-TFFull
5 Seoul 4 5 Half Seoul-4Lanes-Tx5-TFHalf
6 Seoul 4 5 Low Seoul-4Lanes-Tx5-TFLow
7 Seoul 8 25 Full Seoul-8Lanes-Tx25-TFFull
8 Seoul 8 25 Half Seoul-8Lanes-Tx25-TFHalf
9 Seoul 8 25 Low Seoul-8Lanes-Tx25-TFLow
10 Seoul 8 5 Full Seoul-8Lanes-Tx5-TFFull
11 Seoul 8 5 Half Seoul-8Lanes-Tx5-TFHalf
12 Seoul 8 5 Low Seoul-8Lanes-Tx5-TFLow

8.14ns, and the time sampling rate is 8.92 us. Based on
extensive RT simulation results, the comprehensive features
of 23 lanes in urban environments are analyzed and
extracted. The channel characteristics include PL, root-
mean-square (RMS) DS, Ricean K-factor (KF), ASA, ASD,
ESA, ESD, and blockage loss (BL). All these channel pa-
rameters are fitted by the normal distribution with the mean
value and standard deviation. All the extracted parameters
are summarized in Tables 7-9, where uDS, uKF, pASA,
uASD, uESA, and uESD are the mean values of DS, KF, ASA,

ASD, ESA, and ESD, respectively. 0DS, 0KF 0ASA, ¢ASD,
0ESA, and 0ESD are the standard deviations of DS, KF, ASA,
ASD, ESA, and ESD, respectively.

4.1. Path Loss. The PL in dB is modeled by the A-B model,
which is expressed as

(1)

PL(dB) = A - logm(di) +B+X,,
0
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FiGure 10: Exemplified RT simulation results in different cases and zones. (a) Case 9: Seoul-8Lanes-Tx25-TFLow. (b) Case 10: Seoul-8Lanes-
Tx5-TFFull. (c) One typical snapshot of Zone 2. (d) One typical snapshot of Zone 9. (e) One typical snapshot of Zone 11.

TABLE 6: Zones of simulation results.

LOS condition

Propagation mechanism

Antenna NLOS . . .
Zone alienment LOS Ground Reflection/scattering from urban furniture
8 Blocked by Blocked by urban reflection and other vehicles
vehicle furniture
1 X v X X X X
2 X v X X X 4
3 X v X X v X
4 X v X X v 4
5 X X v X — —
6 X X X 4 — —
7 4 4 X X X X
8 v v X X X v
9 v v X X 4 X
10 v v X X v v
11 4 X v X — —
12 v X X 4 — —

/: within main lobe; x: outside main lobe.

where d is the distance between the Tx and the Rx in m; d is
the reference distance, equal to 1 m; A is the PL exponent; B
is the offset; and X ; is the shadow factor (SF), which can be
modeled as a Gaussian variable with zero mean and a
standard deviation ogp.

The fitting results of all 23 zones for different analysis
cases are listed in Table 7, where A <0 is under the con-
ditions that the Tx and Rx antenna beams are misaligned at

the beginning and that the moving Rx gradually approached
the main lobe of the Tx. The similar result is presented in the
previous work [31]. It can be found that the absolute value of
A in Zone 1 to Zone 4 (outside the main lobe of the Tx and
LOS condition) and Zone 11 and Zone 12 (within the main
lobe of the Tx and NLOS condition) is larger than that in
Zone 7 to Zone 10 (within the main lobe of the Tx and LOS
condition). This indicates that the main lobe and the
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TaBLE 7: Extracted parameters for the PL.

TaBLE 8: Extracted parameters for the DS and K-factor.

) PL (dB) ) DS (ns) KF (dB)

Environment Zone Environment Zone

A B Osk Hps Ops Hkr OKr

8 10.71 37.32 1.14 8 1.39 0.23 5226 15.46

Seoul-4Lanes-Tx25-TFFull 10 _415.00 110400 3.69 Seoul-4Lanes-Tx25-TFFull 10 230 106 2738 2750

-96.78 271.93 0.29 1.29 0.01 4723 6.04

Seoul-4Lanes-Tx25-TFLow 24.39 3.47 4.36 Seoul-4Lanes-Tx25-TFLow 9 477 2.04 23.60 20.81

12 -106.41 418.49 4.53 12 81.32 83.08 0.47 6.82

Seoul-4Lanes-Tx5-TFFull 8 29.81 -11.58 0.84 Seoul-4Lanes-Tx5-TFFull 8 1.77 021 4422 4.07

2 141.50 -31.47 3.17 2 1942 473 -1.37 1.67

Seoul-4Lanes-Tx5-TFHalf 10 537 47.69 537 Seoul-4Lanes-Tx5-TFHalf 10 544 087 4204 396

1 34.54 56.56 5.44 1 17.28 7.08 2.81 3.48

Seoul-4Lanes-Tx5-TFLow 3 7797 152.50 560 Seoul-4Lanes-Tx5-TFLow 3 1454 948 794 914

2 135.07 —-122.46 4.21 2 2395 842 9.79 5.30

Seoul-8Lanes-Tx25-TFFull 8 7.40 46.50 0.84 Seoul-8Lanes-Tx25-TFFull 8 1.89 135 4423 10.64

12 1674 —-4100 10.46 12 75.4 4214 -4.55 12.89

1 -243.70  497.19 3.96 1 28.17 12.52 10.74 5.74

Seoul-8Lanes-Tx25-TFHalf 4 30.19 44.80 1.51 Seoul-8Lanes-Tx25-TFHalf 4 16.36 441 7.58 3.22

7 —46.56 170.31 0.59 7 2.60 1.04 41.54 4.29

3 —374.55  760.65 7.22 3 321 4.65 207 284

Seoul-8Lanes-Tx25-TFLow 9 62.08 29705 533 Seoul-8Lanes-Tx25-TFLow 9 400 037 3821 222

2 -58.31 158.92 5.28 2 8.17 11.72 2516 17.74

Seoul-8Lanes-Tx5-TFFull 11 90.38 9197 15.06 Seoul-8Lanes-Tx5-TFFull 11 4654 6615 074 1521

Seoul-8Lanes-Tx5-TFHalf 8 14.89 25.98 2.71 Seoul-8Lanes-Tx5-TFHalf 8 2.84 336 5632 15.16

4 -61.72 164.97 6.10 4 13.19 17.37 11.77 7.67

Seoul-8Lanes-Tx5-TFLow 10 12.85 30.87 5.89 Seoul-8Lanes-Tx5-TFLow 10 907 346 5324 1513

barriers, i.e., other vehicles and traffic signs, have a great
influence on path loss. With the increase of traffic flow, the
probability of occurrence of Zone 5 and Zone 11 (LOS path
is blocked by other vehicles) rises.

4.2. RMS DS and Ricean K-Factor. The Ricean K-factor is
defined as the ratio of the power of the strongest MPC to the
power of the sum of the remaining MPCs in the received
signal [40]. Traditionally, the Ricean K-factor is calculated
from the narrowband channel sounding results by using a
moment-based method [41]. However, the ultra-wideband
(UWB) channel sounding results in this measurement have
high resolution in the time domain. Thus, the Ricean K-
factor can be calculated according to its definition as follows:

Pstrongest > (2)

KF=10-lo -
glo(z Premaining

where KF denotes the Ricean K-factor and Pg,qye and
Premaining denote the power of the strongest MPC and the
power of the remaining MPCs, respectively. RMS DS is used
to quantify the dispersion effect of the wide channel. It is

defined as the square root of the second central moment of
the PDP [42]:

2
ZnN—lTﬁ'pn_<ZnN—lTn'Pn) (3)
N b
Zn:an

where o, denotes the RMS delay spread and P, and 7,
denote the power and the excess delay of the n-th multipath.
The fitting parameters for KF and o, are listed in Table 8.

As it can be seen from Table 8, the zones with the LOS
path are outside the main lobes of transceivers (as shown in
Figure 11), the Ricean K-factor is smaller than that of the
zones with the LOS path in such main lobes, yet the delay
spread is larger than that in the zones with the LOS path in
the main lobes. The reason is that the MPCs in the main
lobes would have higher gain than the LOS path which gives
rise to increasing Piemuning With a long delay. Another
finding is that, in the case of the same environment, i.e., the
same Tx height and the same zone, the mean value of Ricean
K-factor in full traffic flow is smaller than that under the half
and low traffic flow conditions; meanwhile, the mean value
of DS is larger. As shown in Figure 12, there are more MPCs
caused by more vehicles in the case of full traffic flow,
resulting in an increase in power to diffuse MPCs. As shown
in Figure 13, the Ricean K-factor in some cases of the NLOS
channel with reflection is larger than that in other cases of
the NLOS channel without reflection. The channel with the
strongly reflected path is close to the cases of the LOS
channel. It has been found that such strong reflected paths
are mainly from a metal vehicle or the ground, and power of
them is almost as strong as the LOS path.

4.3. Angular Spread. According to the 3GPP definition, the
conventional AS calculation for the composite signal is given
by
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TaBLE 9: Extracted parameters for the AS.
, ASA () ESA () ASD () ESD (°)
Environment Zone
HasA OASA HUEsA OESA Hasp 0ASD HEsp OESD
8 0.14 0.21 0.42 1.33 0.19 0.03 0.05 0.17
Seoul-4Lanes-Tx25-TFFull 10 0.03 0.00 2.28 213 0.19 0.10 0.29 0.10
0.07 0.01 0.02 0.00 0.30 0.03 0.00 0.00
Seoul-4Lanes-Tx25-TFLow 9 0.37 0.83 327 1.10 0.26 0.29 0.42 0.14
12 143.83 29.62 2.04 0.58 7.48 9.69 0.57 0.04
Seoul-4Lanes-Tx5-TFFull 8 1.55 0.57 0.11 0.18 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.02
2 52.11 27.11 18.06 1.59 72.27 13.14 8.26 1.69
Seoul-4Lanes-Tx5-TFHalf 10 137 0.10 124 0.14 0.00 0.00 0.80 0.09
1 4355 26.66 18.28 1.70 72.67 12.85 8.37 1.78
Seoul-4Lanes-Tx5-TFLow 3 47.28 41.54 12.06 6.69 40.63 32.22 8.39 5.44
2 46.97 11.44 24.65 3.66 1.23 0.40 2.13 0.59
Seoul-8Lanes-Tx25-TFFull 8 6.54 31.00 0.22 1.00 0.09 023 0.04 0.06
12 52.62 25.63 2.53 1.34 3.68 1.50 0.42 0.15
1 39.26 9.23 24.85 3.68 117 0.50 2.07 0.65
Seoul-8Lanes-Tx25-TFHalf 4 79.11 28.25 10.02 253 3.93 1.10 0.55 0.24
7 0.27 0.29 0.01 0.00 0.16 0.10 0.05 0.00
3 98.51 18.6 21.54 1.06 7.25 0.73 3.62 0.65
Seoul-8Lanes-Tx25-TFLow 9 0.01 0.00 2.90 0.06 0.01 0.00 0.37 0.01
2 22.72 3531 2.73 4.84 8.62 10.32 1.78 1.89
Seoul-8Lanes-Tx5-TFFull 11 28.98 31.14 1.01 0.75 2.45 3.07 0.77 1.36
Seoul-8Lanes-Tx5-TFHalf 8 14.16 46.64 0.07 0.25 0.10 0.25 0.05 0.11
4 21.78 35.13 471 434 10.82 11.74 422 3.55
Seoul-8Lanes-Tx5-TFLow 10 0.01 0.01 0.90 0.15 0.01 0.00 0.58 0.10

(b)

FIGURE 11: Rays in the main lobes of the transceiver. (a) Reflected
rays aligned with the main lobe. (b) Scattered rays aligned with the
main lobe.

(@ (®)

Figure 12: MPC distribution in the same environment
with different traffic flows. (a) Zone 8 in Case 2 (Seoul-4Lanes-
Tx25-TFHalf). (b) Zone 8 in Case 1 (Seoul-4Lanes-Tx25-TFFull).

(4)

where 0,4 denotes the AS, P, denotes the power of the n-th
ray, and 6, , is defined by

0, = mod (6, — g + m,21m) — 7, (5)
where 6, is the ASA/ASD/ESA/ESD of the n-th ray and pg is
ZNzlen i Pn
—&n=1n n . 6
o ZnN:an ( )

Generally speaking, ASD and ASA are larger than ESD
and ESA, implying that most of the MPCs come from the
horizontal direction. This reflects the fact that more objects
(scatterers) are located on the two sides of the Rx vehicle in
the urban environment than above/under the Rx vehicle (as
shown in Figure 14). Figure 15 shows the variation of the AS
with Tx-Rx distance for the urban environment. It can be
seen that, in the case of the LOS channel, the mean value of
angular spread within the main lobe is generally smaller than
that outside the main lobe. This indicates that when the Rx is
within the main lobe, the distance between the Rx and the Tx
is larger, and the object that produces reflection and scat-
tering is closer to the Tx than the Rx. Moreover, the main
lobe filters low-energy rays, resulting in the reduced AS.
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FiGure 13: NLOS channel with the strong reflected path.

FIGURE 14: MPC spatial distribution in the vehicular channel in
urban environments.

NLOS within
the main lobe

LOS outside
the main lobe

N

200 300 400 500
Distance (m)

LOS within the main lobe
—— ASA —— ASD
<<<<<< ESA ... ESD

FIGURE 15: AS of urban environments in both azimuth and elevation
domains.

Another finding is that when the Rx vehicle is within the
main lobe, the AS for NLOS channels is much larger than
that for LOS channels.

4.4. Blockage Loss. There are buildings, small-scale struc-
tures, and moving vehicles in the analyzed urban envi-
ronments. When the vehicle on which the Rx is located is
moving on the road, the directed ray may be blocked by
these objects. As shown in Figure 16, the maximum
blockage loss and the corresponding blockage time for each
segment are calculated and fitted by the normal distribu-
tion with the mean value yBL, oBL_¢, and standard de-
viation uBL, oBL_t, respectively. The parameters are
summarized in Table 10.

11

150

Maximum
blockage loss

Path loss (dB)
S

50

100 200 300 400 500
Distance (m)

— RT
—— FSPL

FIGURE 16: An example of blockage loss, RT, raytracing; FSPL, free
space path loss.

TaBLE 10: Extracted parameters for the blockage loss.

uBL (dB) oBL (dB) uBL_t (s) oBL_t (s)
59.75 35.94 2.76 5.67

5. Conclusion

In this paper, the 23 GHz V2I channels are characterized by
measurement-validated RT simulations for different antenna
heights in various propagation environments. The PL,
shadow fading, Ricean K-factor, DS, AS, and blockage loss of
the channels are characterized for each zone in different
cases. In the considered 3D Seoul urban environments, all
the main buildings and small-scale structures, such as traffic
lights, traffic signs, bus stations, and trees, are included with
their typical geometries and materials in reality. The fun-
damental channel parameters analyzed are summarized in
tables, which can be imported to standard channel models
for generating realistic channels for similar environments.
The study of this paper and the provided suggestions will be
useful to guide the design and deployment of vehicular
communication systems with FACS technologies.
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In order to satisfy the increasing demand for the higher transmission capacity of “smart station”, millimeter wave (mmWave)
technology is expected to play a significant role in the high data rate communication system. Based on the ray-tracing simulation
technology, this paper would study wireless channel characteristics of the three-dimensional (3D) model of high-speed railway
station at the mmWave band. Key parameters such as path loss exponent, shadow fading factor, delay spread, Rician K-factor,
angular spread, power angle spectrum, and spatial correlation are extracted and investigated. These channel characteristics are of
value for the selection of antenna arrays and even the design of future 5G communication networks in the railway environment.

1. Introduction

Nowadays, with the convenience and flexibility of high-
speed railway (HSR), more and more people prefer to take
rail traffic for travel or for work. In order to meet these goals
in regard to safety, convenience, and efliciency, the in-
vestigations about the fifth-generation (5G) wireless com-
munication system have become a trend [1-4] in different
railway scenes. At present, the first 5G smart railway station
has been established at Shanghai Honggiao Railway Station,
which is expected to have the ability to guarantee the 5G
network depth coverage in this year. Smart railway station
would show the wisdom of railway technology to the public
from the perspective of operation and service, including
indoor navigation, face identification, and 5G-guided robot.
In other words, smart station has been the vital application
environment in intelligent transportation systems (ITSs)
[5, 6] and the analysis of the wireless channel model in the
railway system for the 5G communication system is
essential.

To meet the demand for seamless high data rate wireless
connectivity for railway services, the efficient transmission
technologies like massive multiple-input multiple-output
(MIMO) is proposed [7] to improve system capacity and

data rate. The large-scale fading characteristics of different
railway scenarios have been summarized for the first time in
[8]. Based on [8], it is noted that railway station [9, 10] is
significantly different from common public network sce-
narios or other high-speed railway scenarios (such as via-
ducts, cuttings, tunnels, etc.) [11]. In [11], the authors also
explored channel characteristics in different HSR scenarios
by the 3D ray tracing (RT) [12-14] which could compensate
for the shortcoming of traditional models and accurately
analyze the special channel characteristics in 5G systems.
Previous simulations focused on the single-input single-
output (SISO) system and MIMO channel for indoor and
outdoor communication [15-17], but they missed the re-
search of multipath parameters such as spatial correlation in
the railway system. As a result, there is still an urgent de-
mand for a complete investigation by considering large-scale
parameters, small-scale parameters, and spatial parameters
[18, 19] for station scenario in MIMO systems.

This paper mainly focuses on the medium HSR station,
which is the most common station scenario with two
platforms and four lines. First of all, channel parameters
such as path loss exponent, shadow fading factor, multipath
delay, and angular spread can be obtained based on RT. The
experiment will be carried out at the HSR station where base
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FiGure 1: High-speed railway station scenario. Line 1 is divided into two parts: Area I (the area of Rx approaching the Tx) and Area II (the

area of Rx leaving the Tx).

station antennas are arranged on the tower. On the contrary,
the strengths of the massive MIMO system to compensate
for the high path loss of the mmWave band have made high
carrier frequencies become an integral component of the
upcoming 5G networks. Because of the available larger
transmission bandwidths, the 5G network is able to supply
high data rates and enhance the quality of experience. Al-
though propagation signals at higher frequencies have the
higher path loss and are more susceptible to rapid signal
degradations caused by moving or fixed obstacles [20],
higher frequencies can allow the deployment of smaller
antennas which enables the function of multiantenna
technology to be integrated into the antenna array. In this
paper, not only have the channel characteristics that can
guide 3D channel modeling in 5G environment been dis-
cussed but optimized deployment recommendations have
also been provided for antenna configuration based on the
spatial correlation in massive MIMO systems at 37.0-
42.5 GHz mmWave band.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. The defined
high-speed railway station scenario and simulation pa-
rameters are presented in Section 2. The wireless channel
model for the station scenario is provided in Section 3.
According to simulation results, we point out the main
channel characteristics to discuss the antenna deployment in
Section 4. Conclusions are drawn in Section 5.

2. Ray-Tracing Simulation

2.1. Scenario Modeling. As shown in Figure 1, the 3D sce-
nario model with a 450 m (length) high-speed railway sta-
tion is established by SketchUp in the three-dimensional
Cartesian coordinate system. There are 6 types of objects and
6 materials (Table 1) in the scenario model. The LOS paths,
scattering, and up to 2nd-order reflections are considered,
and the initialized dielectric parameters are listed in Table 2.

Then, referring to the CRH380A, the high-speed train
model is built in Figure 2. With simulation and measure-
ment results, the effect of adjacent train compartments

TaBLE 1: Scenario composition.

Object Material
Platform Granite, brick, plaster
Canopy Plaster, metal
Ground Tiles-rough

Rail Metal
Crosstie Concrete
Single-tube tower Metal

TABLE 2: Material parameters.

Material Relative permittivity Loss tangent
Granite 491 0.14
Brick 4.20 0.39
Plaster 2.50 2x1073
Metal 1.00 107
Tiles-rough 3.77 3x107
Concrete 5.60 0.05

1w
0.80m 2650
3.38m

FiGure 2: High-speed train model (CRH380A).

almost can be ignored for the received signal, which in-
dicates the front of the train could be considered individually
in the simulation environment.

2.2. Ray-Tracing Simulation Parameters. In Figure 1, the
height of the single-tube tower next to the high-speed
railway station is 40 m [21]. The distance from the center line
of the tower to the edge of station platform is 10 m, and the
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distance to the X-axis is 225m. The omnidirectional
vertical polarization antenna is employed in this work. As
the transmitter (Tx) antenna, the base station antenna is
deployed on a platform of tower [21] whose height is
38.5m and vertical distance to the center line of the tower
is 0.8 m. Hence, the coordinates can be set to (30.5, 225,
38.5).

In the top view of Figure 1, simulating on Line 1, the
process of passing the train through the station on Line 1
is divided into Area I where the train is approaching the
tower and Area II where the train is leaving the tower. The
top antenna is the receiver (Rx) which is located at the
middle line on the top of train, and the vertical distance to
the rear section of the train is 13 m. The Rx antenna moves
along the positive direction of Y-axis, and the height is
4.16 m which is the sum of the distance to the top of train
(0.15m), the height of the train (3.70 m), and the height
from the bottom of the train to the ground (0.31 m). The
Y-axis coordinate of Rx antenna is 0:2:450 on Line 1. The
key configurations of ray-tracing simulation are listed in
Table 3.

3. Wireless Channel Model

In signal processing and wireless communication, the
channel transfer function H ( f) at frequency fis expressed as
the coherent sum of different multipath components H,, ( f)
coupling with the polarimetric Tx and Rx antenna radiation
patterns (Gpy, Ggy) [22].

N
H(f) =) GrH,(f)Gryo
n=1

H,(f)=a, (f)ej\y" D (¢A0D - ¢A0D,n)8 (GAOD - QAOD,n)

-6 (¢AOA - ¢A0A,n)6 (9A0A - 9A0A,n)’
(1)

where N denotes the number of multipath, a,, and ¥, are the
signal amplitude and phase, respectively, ¢,.p> Paor> aon>
and 0,,, are the azimuth angle of departure/arrival and
elevation angle of departure/arrival, respectively [23], all of
which are for the n-th multipath component.

In addition, in the wireless channel model, the line-of-
sight (LOS) paths and the non-line-of-sight (NLOS) paths
are usually separated because the LOS paths are obvious,
whereas the NLOS paths are based on the simulation
transmission modes of the RT platform including reflection,
scattering, and diffraction.

4. Wireless Channel Characteristics

In this section, the simulation results of high-speed railway
station on Line 1 are presented and analyzed. Furthermore,
suggestions on optimized antenna array deployment are also
provided.

4.1. Path Loss and Shadow Fading. Path loss refers to the loss
caused by the diffusion of electromagnetic wave energy

TaBLE 3: Simulation parameters.

Parameter Value
Frequency (GHz) 37.0-42.5
Bandwidth (GHz) 5.5
Resolution (MHz) 5.5
Reflection order 2

Directive mode
Omnidirectional vertical polarization

Scattering mode
Antenna (Tx, Rx)

Tx antenna gain (dBi) 10
Rx antenna gain (dBi) 3

Tx height (m) 38.5
Rx height (m) 4.16
Tx transmit power (dBm) 43

(30.5, 225, 38.5)
(-7.5, y, 4.16)

Tx coordinate
Rx coordinate

when the wave propagates. From the macroscopic point of
view, it is reflected in the function of the received signal
power changing with distance.

By analyzing the channel data obtained by the RT
simulation platform, with the change of Y-axis coordinate of
the Rx antenna, the path loss is shown in Figure 3.

In Figure 3, the path loss is almost symmetrical with
respect to the Y-axis coordinate of Tx, whose maximum is
132.2dB when the Y-axis coordinate is 22 m. In [24], as-
suming that the receiving sensitivity of the Rx antenna is
—125.23 dBm and combining the parameters of Table 3, the
maximum allowable of path loss is about 148.73dB con-
sidering penetration loss.

In this paper, the fitting results of path loss, by the model
in (2) that combines the path loss and shadow fading [25],
are shown in Figure 4:

PL(d) = A + 10nlog,, (d) + X, (2)

where A is the interception, d is the distance between the Tx
antenna and the Rx antenna (unit: m), and # is the path loss
exponent. X indicates the zero mean Gaussian random
variable with a standard deviation ¢ which is the shadow
fading factor reflecting the large-scale fading that is caused
by obstacle occlusion on the wireless channel.

From Section 2, Line 1 is divided into Area I and Area II.
The fitted parameter values are shown in Table 4.

According to Figure 4 and Table 4, on Line 1, as a result
of a few obstacles (such as canopy) in the scenario, the fitting
path loss exponent (n = 2.26) is slightly larger than that in the
free space path loss (FSPL) model (n=2). In Areal, n is 2.69
because of more obstacles. It should be noted that 7 is 1.83 in
Area II on account of the superposition of the LOS path,
more reflection, and scattering which can be found in [11]
regarding rich multipath propagation at mmWave channels.
In addition, all shadow fading factors ¢ in the scenario are
close to 6 dB which is the value of the LOS environment for
rural macro (RMa) scenario in 3GPP [26].

4.2. RMS Delay Spread. Figure 5 shows the mean root mean
square (RMS) delay spreads and cumulative distribution
functions (CDFs) of RMS delay spreads.
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TABLE 4: Parameter fitted value.
Parameter A n o (dB)
Area | 47.31 2.69 5.52
Area II 65.52 1.83 5.69
Line 1 56.42 2.26 5.66
FSPL 64.27 2.00 —

In Figure 5(a), the RMS delay spread curve is almost
symmetric. The RMS delay spreads near Tx antenna are
larger than the two ends of the station. The mean RMS
delay spread 0.28 ns on Line 1 is less than the measurement
result of delay spread 0.8ns in rural [4] because the
semiclosed station space limits the range of multipaths [11].
Simultaneously, due to the high-speed railway station is a
semilimited type, the rays are occluded and reflected by

various buildings and the train body during the propa-
gation process. LOS paths provide the primary energy, and
the RMS delay spreads are relatively small. In Figure 5(b),
all values of RMS delay spread on Line 1 are less than 1.2 ns,
which mean most of the powerful multipath components
are concentrated around LOS path in the time delay do-
main. The mean values of RMS delay spread are shown in
Table 5, and values of two areas are almost the same which
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FIGURE 5: (a) RMS delay spread. (b) CDF of RMS delay spread.
TaBLE 5: Mean value of parameters.
Parameter Area | Area II Line 1
RMS delay spread (ns) 0.27 0.29 0.28
K (dB) 28.97 27.47 28.72

suggest Line 1 has the similar channel characteristics in the
time delay domain.

4.3. Rician K-Factor. From the analysis of previous chapters,
there are LOS paths and a large number of NLOS paths on
Line 1. So it is indispensable to analyze the relationship
between LOS path and NLOS path with the Rician K-factor
[27].

With the Y-axis coordinate position of Rx antenna
changing, the Rician K-factor is shown in Figure 6(a).
Additionally, Figures 6(b)-6(d) demonstrate CDFs and
fitting results of Rician K-factor. The mean values of the
Rician K-factor are summarized in Table 5.

As shown in Figure 6(a), with the Rx antenna close to
Tx antenna (Area I), the overall process of Rician K-factor
is a decreasing trend. Rician K-factors near Tx antenna are
the smallest, whose fluctuation is relatively serious. Con-
versely, in Area I and Area II, the Rician K-factors become
larger with the distance between Tx antenna and Rx an-
tenna increasing, which denotes the fading is getting
weaker.

In Table 5, the mean of Rician K-factor on Line 1 is
28.72 dB that is far greater than 0 dB, which means LOS path
contributed the main energy. The similar observation at
mmWave band could be found in rural scenario [4] re-
garding the mean value 25.7dB. As shown in
Figures 6(b)-6(d), it should also be noted from the fitting

results that Rician K-factors obey the Gaussian distribution
owing to the wideband channel characteristic of the 5G
communication system. Furthermore, when the bandwidth
is wider, the multipath resolution capability that leads to a
decrease in the power of the NLOS component of the main
path gets stronger, so Rician K-factors become greater in the
5G wideband channel system.

4.4. Spatial Parameters

4.4.1. RMS Angular Spread. On Line 1, the RMS angular
spreads of angle of arrival (AoA) and angle of departure
(AoD) are shown in Figure 7(a). ASA, ESA, ASD, and ESD
are angular spreads of the azimuth angle of arrival, the el-
evation angle of arrival, the azimuth angle of departure, and
the elevation angle of departure, respectively. The CDFs of
angular spreads are illustrated in Figure 7(b).

In Figure 7, the ESA is relatively larger, and most (>80%)
values are greater than 10.7°, while the 80% of ASA are less
than 7.8°, which explains there are more scatterers from the
elevation domain at the Rx and the train body plays a major
role. Then, the ESD is relatively smaller, and most (>80%)
values are less than 1.7° whereas the ASD is relatively larger
and 80% are greater than 5.5°, which explains there are
less scatterers at the elevation domain at the Tx. Besides, the
measurement scenario in [28] is similar to the station
scenario in the paper, and the results in [28] agree with the
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FIGURE 6: (a) Rician K-factor. (b) Area I. (c) Area II. (d) Line 1.

simulation results in the paper. Since there is a similar
environment that more reflectors and scatterers in both
scenarios, the scenarios have the same characteristic that the
maximum of angular spread does not exceed 70°.

4.4.2. Power Angle Spectrum. In Figure 7(a), the angular
spreads at two ends of the station are relatively small. That is
why we need to focus on the power angle spectrum (PAS)
[29] at two ends of the station. In this section, Figure 8 shows
the PAS of AoA and AoD when the Y-axis coordinates of the
Rx antenna are 6 m and 444 m, respectively.

In Figure 8(a), at the Y-axis coordinate 6 m, the main
beam at Rx could be horizontal because values of nor-
malized power are relatively the largest as the elevation

angle of AoA is about 90°. Fortunately, elevation angle
directions of the main beam are also distributed around
90° at the Y-axis coordinate 444 m. Furthermore, the
relatively large ESA and horizontal beam at Rx show that
the linear Rx antenna array should be perpendicular to the
top of the train in order to achieve the low correlation
among beams.

In Figure 8(b), at the 6 m, while the azimuth angle of
AoD is about —20°, the normalized powers are the largest,
which implies that the azimuth angle direction of the main
beam at Tx could be about —20°. Conversely, at the 444 m,
the azimuth angle directions of main beam are mainly
distributed around 20°, but the elevation angles always
approach 100°. Then, the ASDs of Tx antenna are greater
than ESDs in Figure 7(a), which means the antenna array
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could be horizontal and perpendicular to rails on the tower
platform. Considering the direction of the main beam in
Figure 8(b), the antenna array should be rotated counter-
clockwise or clockwise horizontally to be perpendicular to the
direction of main beam for the low correlation.

4.5. Spatial Correlation. As we all know, the diversity gain
and multiplexing gain of the MIMO system [30, 31] are
directly related to the spatial characteristics of the channel.
The above is the investigation of some spatial characteristic
parameters at 5GmmWave band. In addition, as the
important aspect of MIMO channels [32], the spatial
correlation among beams must be discussed to achieve the
suitable antenna spacing.

In this section, in order to improve the performance of
the location where there is worser signal coverage, the an-
gular spreads at that position are selected for correlation
calculation to ensure the user experience of the overall
scenario.

According to Figure 7(b), more than 90% of ASA and
90% of ESA are beyond 4.15° and 9.71°, respectively, and over
90% of ASD and 90% of ESD are larger than 4.64° and 0.92°,
respectively, which result in the necessity of investigation
about the spatial correlation among antenna elements in the
case of relatively worser angular spread. The correlation
coefficient between Rx antenna elements with ASA (4.15°)
and ESA (9.71°) is shown in Figure 9(a), and the correlation
coefficient of Tx antenna elements is drawn in Figure 9(b) as
the ASD is 4.64" and ESD is 0.92".
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The wavelength at 40 GHz is approximately 7.5 mm. From
Figure 9(a), the relative distance of Rx antenna array elements
is at least 68 times to ensure that correlation coefficient between
adjacent antenna elements is less than 0.1, but the antenna
element spacing is around 51 cm that is too large to meet the
engineering requirements. If the correlation coefficient can be
relaxed to 0.5, it indicates the antenna element spacing only will
be about 2.25~3.75cm that might meet the requirement for
application at the Rx.

In Figure 9(b), when the correlation coefficient of ad-
jacent Tx antenna elements is less than 0.5, antenna spacing
can be set to about 3~30 times of wavelength which means
around 2.25~22.50 cm.

5. Conclusion

In this paper, channel characteristics of 5G mmWave band
have been investigated at the high-speed railway station.
Based on the measurement and simulation results, key
channel parameters, such as path loss, delay spread, Rician
K-factor, angular spread, PAS, and spatial correlation, are all
analyzed. Some important results and suggestions are
summarized as follows:

(1) When Tx antennas are installed on the tower, the
maximum path loss on Line 1 is about 132.2dB,
which is so large that multiantenna technology is
expected to ensure signal coverage strength and
increase system capacity.

(2) The high-speed railway station is a semilimited space
where the values of RMS delay spreads are almost
less than 1.2ns on Line 1, which is reasonable and
acceptable in 5G systems.

(3) In the scenario, the Rician K-factors obey the
Gaussian distribution which is owing to the large
bandwidth in 5G systems.

(4) When the Tx and Rx both adopt uniform linear
antenna arrays, the antenna spacing could be

2.25~22.50 cm at Tx, whereas the Rx antenna spacing
might be set to 2.25~3.75 cm.

(5) The Rx antenna array should be vertical to the top of
the train, while the horizontal Tx antenna array
should be rotated counterclockwise or clockwise
horizontally to obtain low correlation due to the
propagation direction of the main beam.

(6) By analyzing the train’s moving speed and the angle
between the train’s moving direction and incident
wave direction, it can be found that the angle is
approaching 90° as the Rx reaches the Tx, which
makes Doppler shift decline. Due to simulation on
Line 1 where the train needs to stop at the platform
and the speed is relatively low, this paper does not
focus on the Doppler effect and more related re-
search could be conducted in future work.
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A wideband differential-fed microstrip patch antenna based on radiation of three resonant modes of TM;,, TM30, and slot is
proposed in this paper. Firstly, two symmetrical rectangular slots are cut on the radiating patch where the zero-current position of
the TM ;o mode excites another resonant slot mode. In addition, the slot’s length is enlarged to decrease the frequency of the slot
mode with little effect on that of the TM;, mode. To further expand the impedance bandwidth, the width of patch is reduced to
increase the frequency of the TM;, mode, while having little influence on that of the TM3, and slot modes. Moreover, a pair of
small rectangular strips is adopted on the top of the feeding probes to achieve a good impedance matching. Finally, based on the
arrangements above, a broadband microstrip patch antenna with three in-band minima is realized. The results show that the
impedance bandwidth (|Sy4;;]/ < —10dB) of the proposed antenna is extended to 35.8% at the profile of 0.067 free-space

wavelength. Meanwhile, the proposed antenna maintains a stable radiation pattern in the operating band.

1. Introduction

Microstrip patch antennas (MPAs) have been extensively
investigated and developed over the past decades because of
their advantages of low profile, small cost, ease of manu-
facture, and so on [1]. However, conventional MPAs always
suffer from a narrow impedance bandwidth of about 3%
because of the high-quality factor Q [2]. In order to expand
the impedance bandwidth, a few approaches have been
proposed in past decades.

The simplest method to expand the bandwidth is to
enhance the antenna thickness and decrease the substrate
permittivity, which can reduce the quality factor Q [3].
However, thick substrates enlarge the surface wave leakage
leading to poor radiation efficiency, and decreasing the
permittivity is limited because the lowest substrate dielectric
constant is 1. In addition, the feeding scheme was recon-
figured in [4] to extend the impedance bandwidth to 115% at
the profile of 0.25 A (4, is the free-space wavelength); the
reason for bandwidth enhancement is that another non-
radiative resonant mode is introduced around the funda-
mental mode. However, it is difficult to implement the

feeding scheme in a thin substrate. Moreover, the authors in
[5] used a Wang-shaped radiating patch to extend the
bandwidth of 49.3% with the profile of 0.2 A,. In [6], an
inverted U-shaped slot was adopted on the radiating patch to
extend the impedance bandwidth to 17.8% with the thick-
ness of 0.09 . In [7], a simple E-shaped patch was proposed
for bandwidth enhancement, and the impedance bandwidth
was expanded to 30.3% at the 0.1 A, profile. Nevertheless, all
the antennas mentioned above always need a high profile,
which will destroy the low-profile property of microstrip
antenna.

Furthermore, in recent years, coupling two odd modes of
MPAs together becomes a new attractive method because of
keeping the advantage of low profile of MPAs. In [8], the
TM,o, and TM;, modes were combined to extend the
bandwidth to 18% at the height of 0.08 A,. In [9], the authors
proposed to combine TM;, and TM;, modes together, and
the impedance bandwidth was enlarged to 10% with the
profile of 0.039 A,,. Additionally, The TM;, and TM3, modes
were also adopted to achieve bandwidth enhancement in
[10], and a bandwidth of 14.8% was realized at the profile of
0.048 A,. However, since only two odd modes are combined,
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the impedance bandwidth of these antennas is only twice as
wide as that of traditional microstrip antennas, which may
hinder the application of these MPAs in broadband com-
munication systems.

In this paper, a novel wideband differential-fed MPA
based on radiation of three resonant modes of TM;,, TM3,
and slot is proposed. Firstly, two symmetrical rectangular
slots are cut at the position of zero-current of the TM3;, mode
of the radiating patch to excite another resonant slot mode
with little effect on the TM3, mode. Besides, through in-
creasing the slot’s length, the TM3, and slot modes can be
adjusted in proximity to each other. To further expand the
impedance bandwidth, the patch width is reduced to in-
crease the frequency of the TM;, mode. With these ar-
rangements, the TM;,, TMjp, and slot modes can be
combined to form a wideband. Moreover, a pair of small
rectangular strips is used on the top of the feeding probes to
achieve a good impedance matching. The results show that
the proposed antenna has realized an impedance bandwidth
(IS4a1;1 < —10dB) of 35.8% at the profile of 0.067 A,. Ad-
ditionally, the proposed antenna maintains a stable radiation
pattern over the operating band.

2. Geometry and Design Process

The geometry of the proposed differential-fed wideband
MPA is shown in Figure 1. It consists of a radiating patch
with the size of L x W and a ground plane with the size of
Ls x Ws. And a dielectric substrate RO5880 with permit-
tivity of ¢, = 2.2 and thickness of H, = 0.508 mm is selected
in this paper for antenna design. The radiating patch is
printed on the top surface of the substrate RO5880, while the
ground plane is placed below the substrate with an air gap of
H=3mm. Meanwhile, two symmetrical rectangular slots
(Ly x Wy) with the spacing of D; are cut on the radiating
patch, which can excite another resonant slot mode. In
addition, differential-fed with spacing of D, is used and a
pair of small rectangular strips (L, x W,) is adopted on the
top of the feeding probes. All parameters for the proposed
antenna in Figure 1 are tabulated in Table 1. In this paper,
HESS 13.0 is used for simulation calculation.

Firstly, as can be seen from Figure 2(a), a square MPA
with differential-fed scheme is used for antenna design to
suppress the undesired even-order modes which are null in
the boresight [11]. Secondly, in Figure 2(b), two symmetrical
rectangular slots are cut on the radiating patch to excite
another slot mode near the TM;, mode to expand the
bandwidth. Thirdly, to further enlarge the bandwidth, in
Figure 2(c), the patch width is reduced to increase the
frequency of the TM;, mode to proximity to that of the slot
and TM;, modes. Finally, in Figure 2(d), the slot’s width and
position are modified slightly and a pair of small rectangular
strips is adopted on the top of the feeding probes to achieve a
good impedance matching.

3. Parametric Studies and Design Flow

3.1. Exciting Another Resonant Slot Mode. The current dis-
tribution of the TMj;, mode of the patch is plotted in
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FIGURE 1: Geometry of the proposed wideband antenna.

Figure 3.1t can be seen from Figure 3 that there are two zero-
current lines on the patch. Therefore, as shown in
Figure 2(b), when slots are cut on the patch near these
positions, it will have little effect on the TM;, mode while
can excite the resonant slot mode. Through modifying the
slot’s length properly, TM;, and slot modes can be combined
to expand the bandwidth. To better understand the effect of
slot length, the frequency of the TM;, mode (f30) and slot
mode (fg,,) under different slot length L, is plotted in
Figure 4. Note that, in this subsection, the W; is 1 mm and
D, is 21 mm.

It can be observed from Figure 4 that when slot length
increases from 18 to 38 mm, the f , decreases from
7.2GHz to 5.1 GHz clearly while f3, keeps constant at

6.24 GHz. Considering the whole performance, in
this paper, L,=38mm is selected for the widest
bandwidth.

3.2. Increasing the Frequency of TM;, Mode. To further
extend the bandwidth, the TM;, mode is adjusted in
proximity to slot and TM;3, modes in this paper. According
to the cavity model [12], the resonant frequencies (f,,,) of
TM,,,, modes in MPA can be expressed as follows:

c m\2 [ n\?

(1) +(5) (1)

25 W) \w
where c is the light speed in the free space, ¢, is the dielectric
constant of substrate, and m = 1,2,3,...,andn=1,2,3,...
Based on formula (1), the patch width (W) plays an
important role in the frequency of TM;, mode (f,), yet
has little effect on f30. And the f, is mainly decided on

the slot length, so the patch width also has little effect on
ot Therefore, when W is reduced, f,, will be increased

frrm:
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TaBLE 1: Dimensions of the proposed antenna.

Parameters L Ly L, L, w Wy W, w, D, D, H H,

Values (mm) 63 94.5 38 4 56 84 3 3 25.8 60 3 0.508

(a) (b)

(© (d)

FIGURE 2: Design process of proposed wideband antenna. (a) Conventional MPA. (b) MPA with two slots. (c¢) MPA with two slots and
shortened patch. (d) MPA with two slots, shortened patch and a pair of strips.

Zgro ¢urrent line

&
Vv

Figure 3: Current distribution of TM3, mode.

while f5o and f,, keep constant. To better understand
how the patch width influences fi, f30, and f > Figure 5
plots f1,, f30, and f,, varying with patch width W. W, D,,
and L, are selected as 1mm, 21mm, and 38 mm,
respectively.

We can see from Figure 5 that when W reduces from 63
to 56 mm, f;, increases from 4.18 GHz to 4.44 GHz while f;
and fg,, keep constant, which is consistent with the
analysis above. Note that when W =56 mm, the spacing of
TM;, and slot modes is enough to form the wideband.
Therefore, in this paper, we choose W =56 mm for antenna
design.

Frequency (GHz)

1 1 1 1 \)
20 25 30 35

L, (mm)

-O- fslot
)

FIGURE 4: f3, and f,, at different slots length L;.

3.3. Impedance Matching. With the arrangements above, the
TM;2, TM3, and slot modes have been in proximity to each
other. However, the input impedance is mismatch. To finally
obtain a wideband MPA, the slot position (D;) and width
(W) are modified and a pair of small rectangular strips is
adopted on the top of the feeding probes to achieve a good
impedance matching. In this subsection, we analyze the
effects of slots and rectangular strips on impedance
matching. When one parameter is studied, the other pa-
rameters are fixed as listed in Table 1.

Figure 6 illustrates [Sy4,,| as a function of frequency at
different slot position D,. As can be seen from Figure 6, the
slot position has great effects on impedance matching and
bandwidth. Proper design of the slots position can achieve a
better impedance matching and wider bandwidth. In this
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FIGURE 6: |S4q1;] as a function of frequency at different slots po-
sition D .

paper, considering the whole [S44,;| performance in Figure 6,
the D, = 25.8 mm is selected for antenna design.

Figure 7 shows [S;4;;] as a function of frequency at
different slot width W,. Like slots position D,, the slots
width W, also has large influences on impedance matching
and bandwidth. Compare the whole [S44;;| performance at
different slot width W, the best bandwidth is achieved at
W, =3mm.

Besides, in this paper, a pair of small rectangular strips is
adopted on the top of the feeding probes to eliminate the
inductance introduced by probes for good impedance
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FIGURE 7: |S44;, | as a function of frequency at different slots width W, .

—a— Probe feeding directly
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—e— L,=6mm
—4— L,=2mm

FiGure 8: Smith chart of proposed wideband MPA at different L,.

matching. Note that the value of capacitance introduced by
the rectangular strips is mainly decided with the area of these
rectangular strips. Therefore, we only modify the strips
length L, to achieve impedance matching and keep W, as
listed in Table 1. Figure 8 plots the Smith chart of proposed
wideband MPA at different L,.

From Figure 8, we can find that the input impedance is
inductive as the probes connect radiating patch directly.
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FIGURE 9: Reflection coefficient of proposed wideband MPA and conventional MPA.
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F1GURE 10: Electric field distributions underneath the radiating patch of proposed wideband MPA. (a) 5.02 GHz. (b) 5.75 GHz. (¢) 6.53 GHz.

When a pair of rectangular strips is adopted on the top of the
probes to capacitive-coupled feed and L, decreases from
6 mm to 2 mm, the input impedance gradually changes from
inductive to capacitive. It can also be observed from Figure 8
that the best L, is 4 mm.

4. Results and Discussion

The reflection coefficient of proposed wideband MPA is
plotted in Figure 9. It can be observed that the impedance
bandwidth for [Sy4;;| < —10dB is 35.8%, covering from 4.72
to 6.79 GHz. Besides, there are three minima over the op-
erating band, which is consistent with the three resonant
modes mentioned above. Meanwhile, the reflection co-
efficient of conventional MPA at the same profile is also
plotted in Figure 9. Compared with the traditional MPA, the
impedance bandwidth of the proposed antenna has en-
hanced to more than three times, which indicates that the
proposed antenna can extend the bandwidth distinctly.
Figure 10 plots the electric field distributions un-
derneath the radiating patch at three minima of 5.02, 5.75,
and 6.53 GHz. For the first minimum at 5.02 GHz, it can be

found from Figure 10(a) that there are two vertical zero
electric field lines and one horizontal zero electric field line,
which is same as the electric field distributions of the TM,
mode of a conventional patch antenna. Thus, it is TM,
mode that works at 5.02 GHz. As for the second minimum
at 5.75 GHz, the electric field is mainly distributed around
two slots and is rarely around the radiative and non-
radiative edges of the traditional microstrip antenna,
which can be observed from Figure 10(b). This shows that
the slot mode works at 5.75GHz. While for the third
minimum at 6.53 GHz, it can be clearly seen from the
Figure 10(c) that there are three horizontal zero electric
field lines, which indicates the proposed MPA resonates at
the TM3, mode.

Figure 11 gives the normalized radiation patterns of the
proposed wideband MPA at three minima of 5.02, 5.75, and
6.53 GHz. The copolarization radiation patterns are sym-
metric in both E-plane and H-plane and have the peaks in
the broadside direction, which shows that the proposed
wideband MPA maintains a stable radiation pattern over the
operating band. Meanwhile, a good cross-polarization
characteristic of lower than —25dB is achieved.
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Ficure 11: Normalized radiation patterns of proposed wideband MPA.

In addition, the gain, directivity, and efliciency as
functions of frequency at broadside direction of the pro-
posed antenna are illustrated in Figure 12. Over the oper-
ating band, the gain ranges from 8.8 to 13.24dBi and the
efficiency is above 90%. It can also be observed from

Figure 12 that the gain is dropped at about 5.7-5.8 GHz. The
reason is that for the proposed wideband antenna, the slot
mode between TM;, and TM;, modes resonates in this
band, and the gain of slot mode is lowest among three
resonant modes.
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FIGURE 12: Gain, directivity, and efficiency as functions of fre-
quency at broadside direction of proposed wideband MPA.

5. Conclusion

In this paper, a wideband differential-fed microstrip patch
antenna based on radiation of three resonant modes of the
TMi,, TM30, and slot is proposed and analyzed. First, two
symmetrical rectangular slots are cut on the radiating patch,
which will excite another resonant slot mode near the TMj5,
mode to extend the impedance bandwidth. Second, to
turther expand the bandwidth, the width of the patch is
reduced to increase the frequency of the TM;, mode with
little effect on that of TM;, and slot modes. Moreover, a
good impedance matching is achieved through adopting a
pair of small rectangular strips on the top of the feeding
probes. Finally, a wideband microstrip patch antenna with
an impedance bandwidth of 35.8% is realized under a low
profile of 0.067 A,. Besides, the proposed antenna maintains
a stable radiation pattern and a good efficiency above 90%
over the operating band. The proposed antenna is compact
and has a wideband, it can be used for modern wireless
communication systems.
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