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Sparse arrays, such as coprime array and nested array, can
provide enlarged aperture, enhanced spatial resolution,
increased degrees of freedom (DOFs), and reduced mutual
coupling, which has been considerably attractive to improve
active and passive sensing in radar, navigation, underwater
acoustics, and wireless communications. However, the
emerging applications of sparse array also bring a series of
potential problems.

The special issue focuses on recent advances in appli-
cation to radar and direction position determination, array
geometry optimization for high accuracy DOA estimation,
oft-grid solutions to super-resolution, and multidimensional
sparse array signal processing joint estimation. It contains
six papers, the contents of which are summarized as follows.

In the study of application to radar and direction po-
sition determination, Y. Qian et al. utilize augmented
coprime array for increased degree of freedom and extended
array aperture and propose optimal weighting subspace data
tusion (OW- SDF) algorithm and SNR weighting subspace
data fusion (SW- SDF) algorithm to improve the accuracy of
direct position determination in “Direct Position Deter-
mination for Augmented Coprime Arrays via Weighted
Subspace Data Fusion Method.”

B. Liu et al. propose a low complexity unitary estimating
signal parameter via rotational invariance techniques (ES-
PRIT) algorithm for angle estimation in bistatic multiple-
input-multiple-output (MIMO) radar in “Computationally
Efficient Unitary ESPRIT Algorithm in Bistatic MIMO
Radar.”

In the area of array geometry optimization for high
accuracy DOA estimation and oft-grid solutions to super-
resolution, Y. Zhang et al. propose a novel generalized
nested MIMO radar by utilizing extended two-level nested
array (ENA) as transmitter and receiver and adjust the
interelement spacing of the receiver with an expanding
factor in “DOA Estimation of a Novel Generalized Nested
MIMO Radar with High Degrees of Freedom and Hole-Free
Difference Coarray.” B. Zhu et al. present a sparse nested
array (SNA) for electromagnetic vector sensor with extended
array aperture and reduced mutual coupling effect and
obtain joint direction of arrival (DOA) and polarization
estimates by an improved off-grid orthogonal matching
pursuit method in “Electromagnetic Vector Sparse Nested
Array: Array Structure Design, Off-Grid Parameter Esti-
mation Algorithm.”

Regarding multi-dimensional sparse array signal pro-
cessing, S. Chen et al. propose a joint angle and frequency
estimation method based on covariance reconstruction and
obtain the estimation of signal parameters via rotational
invariance techniques (CR-ESPRIT) in “Joint Angle and
Frequency Estimation in Linear Arrays Based on Covariance
Reconstruction and ESPRIT.” L. Gong et al. use two an-
tennas to receive impinging signals and utilize the conjugate
symmetry characteristic of the delay matrices to extend the
sample points as well as the number of clusters and obtain
TOA estimates with low computational complexity by
transforming the two-dimensional (2D) spectral search to
one-dimensional (1D) searches in “Joint TOA and DOA
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Direct position determination (DPD) for augmented coprime arrays is investigated in this paper. Augmented coprime array
expands degree of freedom and array aperture and improves positioning accuracy. Because of poor stability and noise sensitivity
of the subspace data fusion (SDF) method, we propose two weighted subspace data fusion (W-SDF) algorithms for direct position
determination. Simulation results show that two W-SDF algorithms have a prominent promotion in positioning accuracy than
SDF, Capon, and propagator method (PM) algorithm for augmented coprime arrays. SDF based on optimal weighting (OW-SDF)
is slightly better than SDF based on SNR weighting (SW-SDF) in positioning accuracy. The performance for DPD of the W-SDF

method with augmented coprime arrays is better than that of the W-SDF method with uniform arrays.

1. Introduction

Wireless location technology is a prominent research area in
present positioning. Two-step positioning is the most
commonly used in passive positioning. By utilizing the
arrival time, arrival angle, and arrival frequency difference,
two-step positioning constructs a mathematical model to
realize positioning [1, 2]. However, there are many short-
comings in traditional two-step positioning methods. In the
process of positioning, because two-step positioning expe-
rienced more intermediate processing steps, the corre-
sponding positioning accuracy is affected [3]. In order to
avoid the problem of intermediate processing steps in the
two-step positioning method, in recent years, many scholars
have proposed new positioning method—direct position
determination [4]. Weiss proposed direct position deter-
mination in 2004 firstly [5]. Direct position determination
(DPD) estimates the target position without any location
intermediate parameters [6]. Because of the direct use of the
original observation data, DPD makes use of the target

information and effectively avoids the steps of the location
intermediate parameters [7].

For reducing the computational complexity, Demmissie
proposed a subspace data fusion (SDF) with higher com-
putational efficiency in 2008 [8], which extends the ultrahigh
resolution multiple signal classification angle estimation
algorithm in the field of array signal processing to direct
positioning. Multiple arrays receive signals from multiple
different positions through fusing the received signals of
multiple arrays based on the spatial spectrum estimation
theory [9, 10]. Then, the SDF algorithm constructs the loss
function and obtains the position estimation of emitter.
Although the SDF algorithm also needs grid search, it only
needs one 2D or 3D grid search in the effective space to get
the position estimation of all emitters [11]. The traditional
SDF algorithm based on the direct position determination
algorithm does not consider the heteroscedasticity of the
observation error [12-15]. So, the proposed weighted SDF
method for DPD makes most of the eigenvalues and ei-
genvectors of the covariance matrix eigenvalue
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decomposition and combines with the augmented coprime
array to obtain the asymptotic accuracy. The optimal po-
sition estimation performance is achieved, and the source
resolution is improved [16-21].

For the problem of limited degree of freedom of uniform
array, there are many research studies in traditional coprime
array for direction of arrival (DOA) estimation
[3, 17, 22-25]. Compared with traditional coprime arrays,
augmented coprime array can use the same number of real
array elements to generate more virtual arrays in the same
range. And, it has a longer continuous virtual element part.
Based on the existing research foundation of array signal
processing introduced above, direct position determination
extends from uniform array to sparse array. Now, aug-
mented coprime array for DPD is worth studying. Single
augmented coprime array or multiple augmented coprime
arrays is constructed for the DPD model, and then a con-
tinuous virtual array model is constructed by spatially
smoothing [14, 26-28]. So, the location loss function is
constructed based on subspace data fusion for augmented
arrays. This paper mainly studies the weighted subspace data
fusion method based on multiple augmented coprime
arrays.

We summarize the main contributions as follows:

(1) We propose two weighted subspace data fusion (W-
SDF) algorithms for direct position determination to
solve poor stability and noise sensitivity of the SDF
algorithm. We assign a weight to the projection
result at each observation position. We balance the
orthogonal projection to obtain small error and high
robustness loss function.

(2) We introduce multiple augmented coprime arrays
into the direct position determination model and
then combine with spatial smoothing subspace data
fusion. We use augmented coprime arrays to in-
crease spatial freedom and recognize more sources.

(3) We use the weighted subspace data fusion method
for DPD. The proposed algorithm does not need
estimation steps of intermediate parameters and
avoids second loss of information.

The structure of this paper is as follows. In Section 2, we
introduce some basic concepts of augmented coprime array
and scene of direct position determination. Section 3 depicts
the proposed W-SDF method. Section 4 depicts perfor-
mance analysis about W-SDF algorithms with augmented
coprime array for DPD. In Section 5, we simulate the
proposed W-SDF algorithms for multiple coprime arrays
and compare it with other algorithms under different arrays
and different elements. And, Section 6 summarizes this

paper.

Notations. (-)* represents the conjugate, )F represents the
transposition, and (-)” represents the conjugate transpose.
The symbol vec(-) represents the received covariance matrix
virtualization, and symbol ® represents the Kronecker
product. I, represents an #n x n identity matrix, and E(-)
represents the mathematical expectation.

Mathematical Problems in Engineering

2. Preliminaries

In this chapter, we introduce some basic concepts of aug-
mented coprime array and scene of direct position
determination.

2.1. Array Model. In order to use virtual array for direct
position determination, augmented coprime linear array is
introduced. Figure 1 shows augmented coprime linear array
and the number of elements of two subarrays is 2M and N.
The augmented coprime array element spacing is N d and
M d, M and N are coprime, and M < N.

2.2. Multiple Arrays Combination Positioning Model. We use
the positioning scene in Figure 2. Assume that there are Q
uncorrelated far-field narrow-band sources in the known
two-dimensional X-Y plane. There are L observation stations
with L augmented coprime arrays placed along the X-axis.
The target sources are P, = [xq,yq]T (g=1,2,...,Q). There
are L observation stations expressed as
w =[x, 40" (1=1,2,...,L). There are D(D = 2M + N —
1) array elements on every observation station.

Assume that all the Q emitter signals are far-field nar-
row-band signals with wavelength of A. In practice,
according to the free space propagation loss model, when the
signals from the same source are incident on the array at
different positions, the received signal strength of the array is
often different. Assuming that the power of all emitter
signals is W, and the power of the signal from the gth
emitter  received at the observation  position
w =[x,y (1=1,2,...,L)is W, the path propagation
loss coeflicient can be expressed as follows:

%
by =\~ (1)

q Wq

Sig (k) is recorded as the gth radiation source, and the array
output signal of the Ith observation station at the kth (k =
1,2,3,...,K) fast beat time is obtained as follows [7]:

Q
1 (k) = ) by (pg)sig () + my (k), 2)
g=1

where n; (k) denotes the noise vector of the I th observation
station and a;(p,) is the direction vector, which is deter-
mined by the angle of arrival 6, (pq) [7] as follows:

Xul(l) _Pq(l)

Bl(pq) = arctanyul @-p, 2 (3)
Equation (2) can be expressed as
1, (k) = A;(p)s; (k) + my (k), (4)

where
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FIGURE 1: Augmented coprime array model.
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A (p) =|a; (p1)- 2 (o) - - -»az(PQ)]T)
Al(Pq) = azl(pq)’aZZ(Pq)]T’
al,l(Pq) =

[
[
al,2(pq) _ [1) o~ j2nM dsin 6 (pq)’ . e Pm(N-DMdsin 6 (p,) ]T,
[
[
[

>

- j2nN d sin 6, (p,) - jnM-DN dsin 6,(p,)]"
l,e \Pa) e 1\Pq

T
>

s (k) = [ 81, (K), 81, (K), ..., 81 (K)]
[T .T 71T
p= P1’p2»-~~)PQ] >
0, (k) = [y, (0. my, (), ..omy ()]
(5)

3. The Proposed Algorithm

3.1. SDF Direct Position Determination Algorithm Based on
Augmented Coprime Array. We can obtain the covariance
matrix of array output signal from equation (4).

R, = E[r,(k)r)’ (k)] (6)
We vectorize R; as follows:
Z =vec(R;) = H;(p)u + o, (7)

where H;(p) =A"0A = [a(p;)®a(p,), a(p,)®a(p,)
..,a(p,)®a(p,)] is the direction matrix of the virtual
array, p = [02,0%,...,02]" is a single snapshot signal vector,
and I, = vec(I), in which I is the identity matrix. In order to
facilitate processing, we need use Z to sort by phase and the
remove redundancy and then get the vector z; vector z is the
receiving signal of the augmented matrix virtual array.

Because the spatial smoothing algorithm needs the
continuity of the array elements, therefore, the vector z, can
be obtained by intercepting the continuous virtual elements
of z.

The intercepted virtual array is a virtual array in range
[-(MN+M-1), MN + M - 1] and long uniform linear
array with element spacing of d. The number of array ele-
ments is 2MN +2M - 1.

The basic idea of the spatial smoothing algorithm is to
divide the equidistant linear array into several overlapping
subarrays. If the subarrays have the same structure, their
covariance matrices are added to replace the original co-
variance matrix.

As shown in Figure 3, we divide the intercepted virtual
array into MN + M overlapping subarrays. Each subarray

contains MN + M elements. The element position of the i th
subarray is

{i+1+nd,n=0,1,..., MN + M — 1}. (8)

The received signal matrix is from line MN + M +1 —i
toline 2MN + 2M + 1 —i of z,, which is denoted as z,,;, and
the covariance matrix is constructed [27].

R, = 7,2, 9)

The covariance matrix of all MN + M submatrices is
summed, and the mean value is calculated to obtain the
spatial smooth covariance matrix:

1 MN+M

Y R, (10)

i=1

R=—
MN + M

Because signal and noise are independent of each other,
matrix R; eigenvalue decomposition can be divided into
signal space and noise subspace as follows:

R =[U; U ]Y[Uf U] (11)
I

According to the orthogonal property of signal subspace
and noise subspace, the projection of steering vector to noise
subspace is zero only when the steering vector of array a; (p)
is composed of real emitter position parameters p,. Using
this property, the noise subspace projection results of the
steering vector to the Lth observation positions are added to
construct the following loss function:

L
fsor(P) = Y a) (DU} (U)a (p). (12)
=1

Obviously, the loss function processes the projection
results at all observation positions equally. When one of the
L spectral functions has poor performance, the loss function
is vulnerable to interference; that is, the performance of the
traditional SDF based on the direct localization algorithm is
affected by the heteroscedasticity of orthogonal projection
errors from different observation positions.

For another, SDF only uses the noise subspace
resulting in vulnerable to the external factor, such as few
snapshots and low SNR. Because of these factors, posi-
tioning performance is restricted. Aiming at the problem
of poor stability and noise sensitivity of the SDF method,
this chapter considers to obtain the loss function with
small error and high robustness by balancing the or-
thogonal projection error. The W-SDF method makes
most of all the data to improve the positioning accuracy.
So, we assign a weight to the projection result at each
observation position, and we construct the following loss
function:

L
Fwsor(P) = Y wia/ (U} (U})"a, (p), (13)

I=1

where wj is the weight of the I th observation position.
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3.2. Direct Position Determination Based on SNR Weighted
SDF. According to the principle of power allocation based
on water injection principle, we allocate more power into the
channel with good quality and we allocate less power into the
channel with poor quality. So, we can obtain the maximum
channel capacity. Similarly, in order to reduce the total
projection error, we need to design a weight that makes it
increase when error decreases. Because high SNR leads to
small positioning error and low SNR results in large posi-
tioning error. So, in this section, we propose SNR weighted
subspace data fusion (SW-SDF) for DPD.

Under the assumption that the noises are uncorrelated
and the signals and noises are independent each other, the
form of the covariance matrix can be rewritten by
substituting equation (4) into (11):

R 1 K Q
Ri= kzl Zlbiqwqal (Pla; (p)+ oy |, (14)
=1\ g=

where Iy, is identity matrix of V xV, in which
V = MN + M. The same array receives different power of
different radiation sources. And, different arrays receive
different power from the same array. These all depend on the
signal power W, and unknown parameters b; .. We assumed
that the noise power is constant in the whole observation
process, so the SNR of different observation positions is
proportional to bi N that is, W, ;; this value is unknown in
practical application.

The received signal covariance matrix can be decom-
posed into two parts:

Ry =R +R, = A (p)diag([W,,,..., W] )A] (p) + 031y
(15)

Under the same assumption, the eigenvalue can be
expressed as

2 2 .
0y + 0, 1<i<Q,

Mi=q ) (16)
O Q+1<igV,

is large nonzero eigenvalues of R, 0> denotes the power

WILq of the received signal. It is assumed that the noise

power is constant in the observation process, and its specific

value is unknown in practice. According to equation (16),

the estimated value of noise power can be calculated by V —

Q smaller eigenvalue as follows:

6711 = Al’n (17)
V-Q i=Q+1 1

Due to the small deviation between the estimated value
and the real value, the estimated values of the noise power at
different observation positions are approximately equal.
According to the estimated value of the noise power, the I th
observation station can obtain the power as follows:

(M —3%)- (18)

According to the previous analysis, the position with
large SNR of the received signal will produce smaller error.
So, we give larger weight to the position, that is, the SNR of
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the received signal for this position. Therefore, the loss
function of the direct position determination algorithm
based on SNR weighting can be constructed as follows:

L
fsw-spr (P) = Z%“ (U?)Hal (P)||2~ (19)
1=1 Ynl

By searching the front Q minimum values of equation
(19), the high precision emitter position estimation results
can be obtained.

3.3. Direct Position Determination Based on Optimal
Weighting. In the previous chapter, we introduce the SW-
SDF algorithm for DPD that can effectively reduce the total
projection error of L observation positions, but the SW-SDF
algorithm does not achieve the minimum of the total
projection error. So, it is not optimal. In this section, the
optimal weighted subspace data fusion (OW-SDF) algo-
rithm for DPD is proposed. The projection error between the
steering vector and the noise subspace obtained from the
first observation position is defined as

g = (U))"a (p). (20)

Then, the optimal weighted direct position determina-
tion problem can be expressed as finding an optimal weight
T* and emitter position estimation p to minimize the total
projection error, that is, the optimal weighted direct position
determination problem:

P = argmin 7 (21)

where & = [Efl,f?, .
servation positions.

According to reference [15], the projection error vector
&, is a variable of zero mean Gaussian distribution, and its
covariance matrix has the following form:

,£{I]H is projection error of all ob-

E(&&]) =" (@)Aa ()8, Ty qv-op

, ¢ (22)
E(Eiij) =0v_qxv-qp forVvij,
where Iy ) v-q) and Ly_qxwv-q are V xV identity
matrix and (V - Q) x (V - Q) zero matrix, §; jisan impulse
variable, if and only if i = j, §; ; = 1, the other cases §; ; are
zero, and the matrix A; has the following form:

1 A o A o
A :EUlsdiag([Lzl+A—”—2,...,l—’2Q+A n_o| ) (U
0, 11 Oy LQ

(23)

It can be seen from equation (22) that the subvectors ¢,
of the error vector & are independent of each other, so we can
get that the covariance matrix of the error vector {isa (V -
QLx (V-Q)L matrix, and each matrix
E(E,ffl),l =1,2,...,L is expressed as

cov (§) = E(E") = diagblk( [E(§,&]"). ..., E(§.&)])-
(24)

By substituting equations (22) and (23) into equation
(24), the solution of the optimal weight can be obtained

T* = dlag( [tr, ey tz]) ® I(V—Q)X(V—Q)’ (25)

where
1

52, g W) a @

where g;, is the weight of the signal from the radiation
source Q in the received signal of / th array and g, , is related
to SNR and can be expressed as

-1
1

Giq = <Pz,q o 2) , (27)
q

where p;, =1+SNR; = Al’q/afl. According to equation
(27), the optimal weight not only considers the difference
between the received signal SNR but also considers the noise
subspace and search grid points.

According to equation (25), the loss function of the
direct position determination algorithm based on optimal
weight can be constructed as follows:

Fowsor @ =Y W)™ a )]
S Pyt
(28)

t; (p) = (26)

By searching the front Q minimum values of equation
(28), the high precision emitter position estimation results
can be obtained.

3.4. The Procedure of the Proposed Algorithm. We summarize
several steps about W-SDF algorithms as follows:

Step 1. Construct the sources model and augmented
coprime array positioning model for DPD.

Step 2. Adopt the vector and spatial smoothing method
for receiving signals.

Step 3. Calculate the covariance matrix to get noise
subspace U}. Assign a weight to the projection result at
each observation position.

Step 4. Construct the cost function f,_gpr (p). The
coordinate corresponding to the peak value is the
position estimation value (?cq,j/q).

4. Performance Analysis

4.1. Achievable DOFs. In this paper, we use augmented
coprime array which increases spatial degree of freedom
than uniform linear array. The DOFs of the augmented
coprime array are 2MN +2M -1, and the DOFs of the
uniform linear array are 2M + N — 1. It can be obviously



seen that the degree of freedom of augmented coprime array
is higher than freedom of uniform linear array.

4.2. Computational Complexity. The computational com-
plexity of the proposed two weighted direct position de-
termination algorithms is compared with SDF direct
position determination for augmented coprime array, which
only considers the number of complex multiplication. The
computational complexity of W-SDF and SDF algorithms is
related to the following parameters: L denotes the number of
observation positions, Q denotes the number of targets, D
denotes the number of array elements, and K denotes the
number of snapshots; we divide X direction into L, equal
parts in global search and divide Y direction into L, equal
parts.

For the direct position determination algorithm SW-
SDF and OW-SDF, the complexity of the algorithm includes
the following aspects: the calculation of the covariance
matrix of dimension receiving signal O(KD?), the de-
composition of eigenvalue of the covariance matrix of the
dimension receiving signal O(V?), and the calculation of
spectral peak value of each searching grid point
O(V*(V - Q) + V% + V). In addition, the weight calculation
in the SW-SDF algorithm does not need to increase the
additional computational complexity. The OW-SDF algo-
rithm computational complexity is O(LKD?+ LV°+
LL,L,(V*(V Q) +2V? +2V)). In summary, the compu-
tational complexity of the three direct positioning algo-
rithms is shown in Table 1.

Figure 4 shows the comparison of the complexity of
several algorithms with the number of search points in
X (orY) direction under specific parameters. The simulation
parameters are set as follows: the number of observation
positions L = 5, the number of radiation sources Q = 3, two
subarrays are M = 3and N =5, the number of augmented
array elements D = 10, the number of snapshots K = 100,
the number of array elements after smoothing is V = 18, and
the number of search points along X and Y directions, with
the range of 100 to 1000. The computational complexity of
the PM algorithm is slightly lower than that of SDF and SW-
SDF algorithms. The computational complexity of the Ca-
pon algorithm is higher than that of other algorithms.
Compared with the SDF method, SW-SDF can improve the
positioning performance without increasing the complexity.
The complexity of the OW-SDF algorithm is slightly higher
than that of the SW-SDF algorithm, but the positioning
performance is greatly improved. We will explain this in
detail in the subsequent simulation analysis.

4.3. Advantage. Based on the above research, we make a list
of advantages about W-SDF algorithms for coprime array:

(1) The proposed W-SDF algorithms do not need any
parameter estimation step, avoid the secondary loss
of information, and effectively improve the posi-
tioning accuracy.

(2) The proposed W-SDF algorithms use augmented
coprime array characteristics. Compared with the
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algorithm of uniform array, there is a significant
improvement in DOF. The spatial freedom of the
array can be expanded, and the number of identified
sources is increased.

(3) We assign a weight to the projection result at each
observation position and construct the loss function.
Aiming at the problem of poor stability and noise
sensitivity of the SDF method, this paper considers to
obtain the loss function with small error and high
robustness by balancing the orthogonal projection
error and makes most of the data to improve the
positioning accuracy.

5. Simulation Results

5.1. Simulations Results versus Proposed Algorithm. There are
5 augmented coprime arrays located at 5 observation sta-
tions. Each station has an augmented coprime array. The
locations of observations are U; = [-1000m,-500 m],
U, = [-500m, -500 m], U; = [0m,-500m], U, = [500 m,
—-500m], and U; = [1000 m, -500 m]. Multiple targets are
P, = [100m, 100 m], P, = [300 m, 300 m], and P; = [700 m,
700 m], and Figure 5 denotes direct position determina-
tion cost function with the SNR weighting algorithm.
Figure 6 denotes the direct position determination scatter
diagram with the SNR weighting algorithm. Figure 7
denotes direct position determination with the optimal
weighting algorithm. Figure 8 denotes the direct position
determination scatter diagram with the optimal weighting
algorithm.

In these simulation experiments, the performance of the
proposed W-SDF method is analyzed by calculating the root
mean square error (RMSE), and it can be expressed as

2
, (29)

1 1 MC Q R
RMSE = &\ m;q; [Py = Pome

where MC is the number of the Monte Carlo (MC) simu-
lation test, Q is the number of target sources, p,,,,. denotes
the mc th Monte Carlo estimated value of the location of the
qth target, and p, is the real value of the gth target.

5.2. RMSE Results versus Comparison of W-SDF Algorithms
with Other Algorithms. This paper simulates the comparison
of different algorithms with augmented coprime array. The
number of augmented coprime array elements is
(M,N)=(3,5), and there are multiple targets
P, = [100m, 100 m], P, = [300 m, 300 m], and P; = [700 m,
700 m]. The snapshot number is 100. Each station has an
augmented coprime array. Figure 9 shows that the perfor-
mance for DPD of the W-SDF algorithm is better than that
of the SDF and PM algorithm for augmented coprime array.
OW-SDF is slightly better than SW-SDF in positioning
accuracy. CRB for augmented coprime array is simulated in
Figure 9.
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TaBLE 1: Computational complexity of different algorithms.

Algorithms Computational complexity Running time (s)
SDF O(LKD? + LV + LL, L, (V> (V - Q) + V2 + V) 32.867873
SW-SDF O(LKD? + LV + LL, L, (V2 (V - Q) + V2 + V) 32.180425
OW-SDF O(LKD? + LV? + LL L, (V*(V = Q) +2V* +2V)) 36.953023
Capon O(LKD? + LL.L, (V*+V2+V)) 101.878995
PM O(LKD*+L(2Q*V+QV(V-Q + Q@)+ LL L, (V2 (V-Q) +V*+V)) 23.165267
10
35 X100 ' i . .
3

— (S5
w [3S] w

Computational complexity

0.5
0
200 400 600 800 1000
Numbers of searching along x or y axis
I SDF I OW-SDF
I SW-SDF [ Capon
—/ PM

FIGURE 4: Comparison of different algorithms in computational complexity.
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FiGURE 5: SW-SDF direct position determination.

5.3. RMSE Results versus Comparison of W-SDF Algorithms
under Different Snapshot Numbers for Augmented Coprime
Array. This paper simulates the comparison of different al-
gorithms with different snapshot numbers for augmented
coprime array. The number of augmented coprime array ele-
ments is (M,N) = (3,5), and there are multiple targets
P, = [100 m, 100 m], P, = [300 m, 300 m], and P; = [700 m,
700 m]. Each station has an augmented coprime array. Figure 10
shows that as the number of snapshots increases, the
performance for DPD with augmented coprime array of
W-SDF algorithms is better than that of SDF, Capon, and
PM algorithms.

5.4. RMSE Results versus Comparison of W-SDF Algorithms
under Different Arrays. This paper simulates the com-
parison of different algorithms with augmented coprime
array and uniform array. The number of augmented
coprime array elements is (M, N) = (3,5), and there are
multiple targets P; = [100m, 100 m], P, = [300m, 300 m],
and P, = [700 m, 700 m]. Each station has an augmented
coprime array. The snapshot number is 100. Figure 11
shows that as SNR increases, the performance of W-SDF
algorithms for DPD with augmented coprime array is
better than that of W-SDF and SDF algorithms with
uniform array.
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5.5. RMSE Results versus Comparison of W-SDF Algorithms
under Different Elements. This paper simulates the com-
parison of different algorithms with different elements.
There are multiple targets P, = [100m,100m],
P, = [300 m, 300 m], and P; = [700 m, 700 m]. Each station
has an augmented coprime array. Set the number of ele-
ments (M1,N1) = (3,5), (M2,N2) = (3,7), and
(M3,N3) = (5,7). The snapshot number is 100. In Fig-
ure 12, simulation results show that performance of the
proposed W-SDF algorithms is better with increment of
elements.
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6. Conclusion

We introduce multiple augmented coprime arrays into the
direct position determination model, which increases spatial
freedom and position accuracy. We assign a weight to the
projection result at each observation position to obtain
better positioning accuracy. Simulation results show that
two W-SDF algorithms have a prominent promotion in
positioning accuracy than SDF, Capon, and PM algorithms
for augmented coprime arrays. OW-SDF is slightly better
than SW-SDF in positioning accuracy. The performance for

DPD of the W-SDF method with augmented coprime arrays
is better than that of the W-SDF method with uniform
arrays.
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Joint angle and frequency estimation, one of the key technologies in wireless communication and radar science, has been
extensively studied by scholars. For linear arrays, this paper proposes a joint angle and frequency estimation method based on
covariance reconstruction and the estimation of signal parameters via rotational invariance techniques (CR-ESPRIT). We first use
the received conjugate signal to reconstruct a covariance matrix. Then, we use the least squares-ESPRIT (LS-ESPRIT) algorithm to
estimate the desired frequencies. Finally, we estimate the angles according to the reconstructed matrix. The proposed method can
estimate signal parameters via automatic pairing and without an additional parameter pairing process under the condition of a
uniform or a nonuniform array. Moreover, this method has high estimation accuracy, excellent and stable anti-noise performance,
and strong algorithmic robustness. Through a computer simulation analysis, we can confirm the reliability and validity of the
proposed parameter estimation method. A comparison with other methods further proves the performance advantages of the
developed method. The method in this paper can be easily applied to many signal processing contexts, such as electronic re-

connaissance and wireless communication.

1. Introduction

The joint angle and frequency estimation of received signals
submerged in Gaussian white noise has important appli-
cations in wireless communication [1], audio and speech
signal processing [2], and other fields [3, 4]. For example, in
a wireless communication system, accurate and robust joint
angle and frequency estimation can help provide better
channel information, thereby improving the link quality and
anti-interference ability of the system [1]. Especially in
electronic reconnaissance [5-8], we often use the operating
frequencies and directions of arrival (DOAs) [9-13] of
noncooperative radar radiation source signals to describe
the main parameters of radar signal characteristics [14-16].
Therefore, to effectively obtain the parameters of

noncooperative radar source signals, it is necessary to study
a joint DOA and frequency estimation method for such
signals submerged in Gaussian white noise.

Regarding the joint DOA and frequency estimation of
noisy signals, researchers worldwide have proposed various
methods [16-22]. In 1986, Schmidt [17] proposed the
multiple signal classification (MUSIC) algorithm for pa-
rameter estimation. Although the algorithm has good es-
timation performance, it has high computational complexity
since it needs to search for spectral peaks to obtain the
estimated values. Lemma et al. [18] presented a joint angle
and frequency estimation method based on the multidi-
mensional estimation of signal parameters via rotational
invariance techniques (ESPRIT). Nevertheless, this algo-
rithm has low parameter estimation accuracy under low
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signal-to-noise ratios (SNRs). To effectively improve the
accuracy of estimated DOA and frequency results, in 2010,
Wang proposed a joint angle and frequency estimation
technique using multiple-delay outputs (MDJAFE) [16]
based on the ESPRIT algorithm. However, this method
cannot realize automatic parameter pairing when per-
forming the joint estimation of signal parameters. Since the
propagator method (PM) shows good performance in pa-
rameter estimation, it has attracted the attention of scholars.
Sun et al. [19] proposed a joint DOA and frequency esti-
mation based on the improved PM. Although the complexity
of the algorithm is low and it can realize the automatic
pairing of DOA and frequency parameter estimations, its
parameter estimation accuracy is not high. Wang et al. [20]
proposed an improved ESPRIT algorithm using the multi-
delay output of a uniform linear antenna (ULA). Although
the algorithm’s complexity is greatly reduced, this method is
greatly affected by noise, and the estimation accuracy of this
method is still very limited when the SNR is low. Based on
the extended orthogonal matching pursuit (EOMP) algo-
rithm, Gao et al. [21] proposed an approach to jointly es-
timate DOAs and frequency, whereas this method has high
computational complexity. Xu et al. [22] proposed a joint
DOA and narrowband source carrier frequency estimation
method based on parallel factor (PARAFAC) analysis. The
computational complexity of this method is relatively high,
and the hardware cost is also high.

Due to the wide range of possible SNRs, frequency and
DOA estimation algorithms have unstable anti-noise per-
formance and limited estimation accuracy. We propose a
method for the joint DOA and frequency estimation of
signals submerged in Gaussian white noise. The algorithm
involves a three-step estimation procedure. First, we pre-
process the received signal. Second, we use the least squares-
ESPRIT (LS-ESPRIT) algorithm to estimate the frequency
parameters of the signal. Finally, according to the unique
relationship between the signal angle and its frequency, we
estimate the DOAs. Computer simulations and comparisons
with other methods prove the excellent performance of the
proposed method.

The main contributions of our work can be summarized
as follows:

K
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(1) We improve upon the estimation process in [20].
Under the condition of a uniform or a nonuniform
array, the method proposed in this paper can esti-
mate the required parameters by performing auto-
matic pairing without an additional parameter
pairing process. Moreover, this method has good
estimation accuracy, stable anti-noise performance,
and robustness. Therefore, the method proposed in
this paper is more suitable than other approaches for
the parameter estimation of noncooperative radar
radiation sources in an external field, which usually
contains a complex electromagnetic environment.

(2) This paper proposes a joint angle and frequency
estimation method based on covariance recon-
struction and ESPRIT (CR-ESPRIT). Within the
SNR range from -15dB to 15dB (step: 2dB), its
performance is better than that of the PM, the co-
variance reconstruction and propagator method
(CR-PM), the ESPRIT method [16], and the im-
proved ESPRIT method [20].

The remainder of this paper is structured as follows. The
materials and methods are presented in Section 2; Section 3
contains the results and a discussion, and Section 4 is the
summary of the paper.

Notations. (e)", (e)*, (e)"and (e)" denote the conju-
gate transpose, complex conjugation, inverse, and Moor-
e-Penrose inverse (pseudoinverse) operations, respectively.
Matrices and vectors are represented by boldfaced capital
letters and lowercase letters, respectively.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Signal Model. Consider an antenna array that consists of
M array elements arranged in a straight line at equal dis-
tances, where the distance between each pair of array ele-
ments is d [23]. We suppose that there exist K (K< M) far-
field source narrowband signals (the center frequency is f),
which are incident on the antenna array. Therefore, we can
regard the signals as plane waves when they reach the array.
Then, we can express the received signal of the mth antenna
as follows [24]:

INOEDY exp(—jZn(m - l)dfk<smcik)))sk(t) +n, (1), m=12,...,M, (1)

k=1

where s (¢) is the kth incident far-field source signal, ¢ is the
speed of light (m/s), 8, and f are the DOA and frequency of
the kth signal, respectively, and n,, (¢) is the zero-mean
additive white Gaussian noise on the mth antenna. We can
express the output signal of the linear array as

Y, = [y, 0y, (). .y ], n=1,2,...,N. (2)

We assume that the signal is uniformly sampled by a
period that conforms to the Nyquist sampling rate and that

the number of snapshots is N. Therefore, we can transform
the signal model studied in this paper into a joint DOA and
frequency estimation model for multiple source signals,
where N sampling points are obtained for each source signal.

We assume that the number of signal sources K is
known; thus, we can rewrite output state vector (2) in the
following matrix form:

Y, = AS + N,, (3)
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where S = [s,s,,...,8¢]" € C°N, Ny = [n,n,,...,n,]"
e CM*N " and
1 1
exp(—ja exp(—ja exp (—ja
A p(—jo) p(—jetr) p (—jor) @

exp(—j(M - Da;) exp(-j(M - Da,) ... exp(—j(M - Dag)

In equation (4), a = 2ndf; sin(0)/c, k=1,...,K. To
realize the joint DOA and frequency estimation model, we
take (P-1) delays [25, 26] for the signal received from the

antenna arrays shown in Figure 1. In addition, we set
0< (P-1)r<1/max(f;). Therefore, we can obtain the
delay signal with the delay value 7 as

K . .
Y (t—17) = Z exp<_]2ﬂ (m = D)d/, Sm(ek))sk (t—1)+n,,(t)

k=1 ¢

(5)

k=1 ¢

We can transform equation (5) into the following form:

Y, = A®S + N, (6)

_ iexp<_j2n(m - 1)df, sin(6;)

)sk (texp (= j2m fT) + n,, (1).

where S, =2nf,1,(k=12,...,K)
(=1B)s exp (=i, exp(~jBy)].

When the delay value is pr, we can express the delay
signal as

and & = diag[exp

C

K : .
Yot = p1) = Z exp<_]2ﬂ (m = Ddfy sm(@k))Sk (t - pt) +n,,(t)

(7)

C

Then, we can also express equation (7) as

Y,=A®’S+N,, p=012,...,P-1 (8)

After reorganizing the equations, we can obtain the
following expression:

Y, A N,

Y AD N
Y = L S+ ! (9)
Ypy Ao™! Np_;

2.2. The Proposed Method. In this paper, inspired by the
improved ESPRIT method [20], we propose a joint angle and
frequency estimation method based on CR-ESPRIT. In a real
space, the improved ESPRIT method is not suitable for
complex electromagnetic environments. Due to the

_ i exp(—jZﬂ(m ~ 1)df sin(6;)

)sk (texp (= j2mfrTp) + nyy ().

noncooperative characteristics of radiation sources, we
generally believe that there is no prior information available
regarding the parameters. Moreover, in a complex and harsh
electromagnetic environment, the detected radiation source
signals are very weak. Therefore, in a situation with a low
SNR, the developed method not only needs to distinguish
useful signals and noise effectively but also needs to have
good estimation performance, noise immunity and ro-
bustness. Additionally, it also needs to have the ability to
automatically pair the relevant parameters without an ad-
ditional parameter pairing process under the condition of a
uniform or a nonuniform array.

We first preprocess the received signal in Section 2.2.1.
Second, we use the LS-ESPRIT algorithm to estimate the
frequency parameters of the received signal in Section 2.2.2.
Third, according to the relationship between the DOA and
frequency in the signal model, we reconstruct the received
signal, and then we estimate the DOAs in Section 2.2.3. In
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FIGURE 1: Received signals with multilevel delays.

Section 2.2.4, we provide the detailed steps of the proposed
method. Finally, we provide the detailed steps of the pro-
posed method under the condition of a nonuniform array in
Section 2.2.5.

2.2.1. The Preprocessing Procedure. First, we obtain the
covariance matrix Ry = YY* of the received signal. To make
full use of the conjugate information contained in the re-
ceived signal, we define the permutation matrix J [27]:

0 ... 0 1
... 0 1 0

J= } (10)
0 ... ... ...
1 0 0 PMxPM

Therefore, we can construct the following matrix:
R =J(Y")(¥)"". (1)

We add the covariance matrix Ry and R; from equation
(11), and then we average them. The form of the obtained
covariance matrix is shown as follows:

Ry +R
R=—" 7

5 (12)

Through analysis, we can obtain that the new total co-
variance matrix R is a Hermitian matrix (PM x PM) [28].
Therefore, we can apply eigenvalue decomposition, and then
we can reconstruct the signal subspace Eg. In a no-noise
situation, E can be approximately expressed as

A

E. = F, (13)
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where F is a full-rank matrix with Kx K dimensions.

Remark 1. As mentioned earlier, the new total covariance
matrix R is already a Hermitian matrix. According to
Hermitian matrix characteristics, we assume that the di-
agonal matrix of the eigenvalues of R is G. Then, there
exists a unitary matrix U, which assures RU=UG.
Therefore, we can treat R as the unitary matrix U by using
this correlation feature to further reduce the complexity of
the proposed method and then propose a much lower
complexity method.

2.2.2. Frequency Estimation. We define the following
parameters:

C A -
AD
E, = F, (14)

Ad)P—Z

- Aq) ~

AD?
E, = F. (15)

A<.D.P. -1

Therefore, equations (14) and (15) have the following
relationship:

A® A
AD’ Ao' | .
E, = F= FF'OF =E,F '®F. (16)
A(I)P—l A(DP—Z

Let ¥ = F'®F and ¥ = E!E,. According to the LS-
ESPRIT algorithm, we can estimate @ by the eigenvalue
decomposition of ¥, and we can also estimate the matrix F~'
by the eigenvector of ®. In a no-noise situation, we define

F'=F'o,

_ (17)
®=0"'00,
where @ is a fuzzy column matrix. Since ¥ and @ have the
same eigenvalues, we can obtain the eigenvalues
A (k=1,2,...,K) from matrix ¥. As shown in equation (6)
Br=2nf,,k=1,2,...,K), it is obvious that we can es-
timate the frequency parameter f;, k=1,2,...,K:

-~ 1
fie=5_—angle (M) (18)
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2.2.3. DOA Estimation. A®"! has the following expression:

exp(=j(P-1)B,)

AP = exp (—jo Jexp (—j (P~ 1)B;)

exp (= (M — Da, Jexp (= (P = 1)) exp(=j(M - Day)exp (=j (P~ 1)B;) ..

exp(—j(P-1)B,)
exp (—ja,)exp (—j (P - 1)B,)

exp (= (P - 1))
exp (—jag )exp (—j (P - 1)Bx)

exp (=7 (M = Dayg)exp (—j (P - 1))

(19)
According to the above estimation F 1, we can define the where
following expression by reconstructing equation (13):
B
BT
E, = o, (20)
BTM-!
- 1 1 -
. exp (—jpy) exp (=jB2) exp (- jBx)
. : ; (21)
Lexp (=j(P=1)B,) exp(=j(P-1)B,) ... exp(=j(P - 1))

T = diaglexp (- jar), exp(—jo). .., exp(—jag)] € CX°K,

2nd . sin (6y)
‘xk = f)

According to reconstructed equation (20), we can use the
method described below to estimate the DOA.
We define the following matrices:

B -
BT
Eq, = e,
BTM—Z
r BT -

BT?
Ey, = 0.

(22)

BTM—]

We can also define a matrix D since D = E, E,. Then,
according to the definitions of Eq; and Eq,, we can express
D in a no-noise situation:

D=0 'Te. (23)

Therefore, we can take the diagonal elements of D, and
then, we «can obtain @ (k=1,2,...,K), where

k=1,2,...

K.

o = 2nd f sin(0,)/c((k=1,2,...
mation of the DOA:

,K), to obtain the esti-

@k = arcsin( ‘
f

angle(®,) ], k=1,2,...,K. (24
nid gle ( k)) (24)

2.2.4. The Steps of the Proposed Method. Thus far, we have
given the complete process for automatically pairing DOA
and frequency estimations in a linear array. The main steps
required to implement the method proposed in this paper
are as follows:

(i) Step 1: according to permutation matrix J and
equation (12), we reconstruct the covariance matrix
R.

(ii) Step 2: we apply eigenvalue decomposition to R, and
then we reconstruct the signal subspace Eg.
According to equations (14) and (15), we construct
matrices E; and E,, respectively.

(iii) Step 3: we use equation (¥ = EJE,) for eigenvalue
decomposition to obtain F~' and ®. Finally, we



estimate the frequency parameter f, according to
equation (18).

(iv) Step 4: we can obtain matrix Eq according to the
reconstruction of E in equation (13). Then, we can
also construct matrices Eq; and Eq,.

(v) Step 5: we calculate D = E;) E(,, to obtain matrix D.
Finally, we estimate the DOA parameter 0,
according to equation (24).

2.2.5. The Condition of a Nonuniform Array. In this section,
we first present the method proposed in this paper when the
distances between the array elements are not equal. Then, we
present the main steps for implementing the method in the
case of a nonuniform array.

exp (_j (P-1)B)

AP =

exp (=jdpm )exp (—j (P = 1)B,) exp(=jdyn,)exp(=j(P-1)B;) ...

Similarly, we can reconstruct equation (13) and define
the following expression:

BJ,

BJ,

Eqo = o, (27)

BJ,,

where J,, = diaglexp (—jd,, %), exp(—jd,.1,),
o, exp(—jd,nx)] € CK m=1,2,..., M.
We define the following matrix:

v,, = diag[exp (=i (d,, = dp1)1)> €xp(=j(dyy = dpy 1)) - - > exp(=j(d, = dpyy)iic)] € CV5,

We sort the diagonal elements and then define the
following matrix:

i 1

exp (=j(d, —d)n)

According to equation (30), we can obtain the estimation
of the DOA:

exp (_j (P-1)B,)
exp (—jdyny )exp (—j (P - 1)By) exp(—jdyn,)exp(—j(P - 1)B,)

exp(~=j(d, —di)n,)

L eXp (_] (dm - dm—l)nl) €xp (_J (dm - dm—1)’72) ce
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We assume that the first element d; =0 and that the
distance between the mth element and the first element is d,,,.
Then, we can transform equation (4) into the following form:

1 1 1
| exp(=jdym) exp(=jdyny) .. exp(-jdyik)

1 — >

exp (—jdymn,) exp(=jdyn,) - .. exp(=jdmnx)
(25)

where . =2nf,sin(6)/c(k=1,2,...,K). At the same
time, equation (19) undergoes the following transformation:

exp (- (P - 1))
. exp(—jdynx)exp (—j (P - 1)Bx)

exp (=jdpx )exp (=i (P = 1)

(26)
[ BJ, Eqqn
og=| P o] Fe
:BIM—I Eqai -1y (28)
BJ, Eqqz
Fop=| O o= |
L B\ Eqqum
We also define the matrix Q,, where

Q.. = (Boqim-1))" (Boggam)s M =2,..., M. Therefore, we
can take the diagonal elements of Q,, and then obtain

m=2,...,M. (29)

1 _

exp(=j(d, = 1)1k )
(30)

€xp (_] (dm - dm—l)rIK) -
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5 1 AZ/I: . ( c
= ——— Y arcsin
M-1 =

2”.?1( (dm - dm—l)

The main steps for implementing the method in this
paper under the condition of a nonuniform array are as
follows:

(i) Step 1: according to equations (10), (12), and (25),
we reconstruct the new covariance matrix.

(ii) Step 2: we apply eigenvalue decomposition to the
new covariance matrix, and then we reconstruct the
signal subspace E. According to equations (14) and
(15), we construct matrices E; and E,, respectively.

(iii) Step 3: we use equation (¥ =EJE,) to perform
eigenvalue decomposition and obtain F~' and ®.
Finally, we estimate the frequency parameter f,
according to equation (18).

(iv) Step 4: we can obtain the matrix Eqq according to
equation (27). Then, we can also construct matrices
EQQl and EQQZ-

(v) Step 5: we can obtain matrix V according to
equation (30). Finally, we estimate the DOA pa-
rameter 6, according to equation (31).

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Performance Analysis of the Proposed Method

3.1.1. Method Complexity. In this section, we focus on the

performance analysis with respect to complexity.
0 ... 0 1Y, 1T7TY, 17710
0 1 0 Y Y
RI _ ]Y*Y*HIH — 1 1
......... 0
1 0 o lly, 1Ly, 1
Vi Y, YooY, o Yo, Yol [0 . 0 1
N o o 0 1 0
| YY, Yy, Y'Y, |0 ... -
Y)Y, YY, Y., lL1 o ... 0
while the covariance matrix Ry
Y, Y, 1" Y,
Y Y Y
H 1 1 1 P
R, =YY = = [Yo Y,
Yp  ILYp, Yp

angle(mG)), (k=1,2,...,K). (31)

Complexity is mainly measured by the number of complex
multiplications and the running time required by a given
method. For the ESPRIT method in [16], the complexity is
O(M?P?N + M*P? + 2K>?M (P - 1) + 8K + 2K?> (M - 1)).
For the improved ESPRIT method in [20], the complexity
required to calculate the covariance matrix Ry is
O (M?*P?N). The complexity required for eigenvalue de-
composition is O (M?>P?). The complexity of calculating ¥ =
E'E, is O(2K*M (P - 1) + 2K?). Then, the eigenvalue de-
composition complexity of ¥ = EE, is O (K?). When es-
timating the DOA, the complexity is O(2K> +2K?
(M — 1)P). Therefore, the complexity of the improved ES-
PRIT method is O(M?P?N + M*P? + 2K*M (P - 1)+
5K3 + 2K (M - 1)P).

For the proposed method, the preprocessing complexity
is O(M?P*N + M>P?). The complexity of frequency esti-
mation is O (2K?M (P — 1) + 3K?). In addition, the com-
plexity of DOA estimation is O(2K® +2K?(M - 1)P).
Therefore, the complexity of the proposed method is
O(M?P?N + M>P3 + 2K*M (P - 1)
+5K3 + 2K*(M - 1)P + 1). It should be noted that in the
preprocessing of this paper, we only need to calculate the
covariance matrix Ry and the eigenvalue decomposition,
which means that we do not require additional calculations
to construct the matrix R;.

The reason is that, according to equation (11), R; has the
following expression:

0 1 Y, 0 ... 0 1
0 1 0 [Y - - ] ... 0 1 0
........ Sy PN R e ]
0 ... 0 Y, 1 0 ...0
Yo Yoy oo Yo ¥y Y ¥,
Y Yp, Y'Y, YY,
Y, Yp Y, Y, YY,
(32)
Y)Y,  Y,Y, Y, Y,
Y, Y, Y)Y, Y, Y,
) Y;_l] _ 1+0 1+1 1+P-1 (33)
Yp Yy YY) ... Yp, Y5,



By observing equations (32) and (33), we find that
through simple moment transformation, we can transform
the matrix Ry into the matrix R;. Therefore, when pre-
processing, we do not need additional complex multipli-
cations to reconstruct the matrix R;.

For the PM, the complexity of frequency estimation is
O (M?P?N +4K3 + M?P’K + PMK? +2K*(M -K)). In
addition, the complexity of DOA estimation is O (K* (M-
K) + 2K? + 2K? (M - 1)). Therefore, the complexity of the
PM is O (M?P?N + 6K> + M?P?K + PMK? + 3K*(M - K)
+2K? (M - 1)). The CR method is also applicable to the PM.
Therefore, the complexity of the CR-PM is O(M?P>N +
6K> + M?P*K + PMK? + 3K?> (M - K) + 2K*(M - 1)).

Figures 2 and 3 present the complexity comparison of
these algorithms versus the number of signal sources K and the
number of snapshots N with M =12 and P=3, respectively.
Table 1 compares the running time of these algorithms under
the condition of an i7-8550U CPU with K=3, N=200, and
2000 Monte Carlo simulations. Figures 2 and 3 show that the
complexity of the method proposed in this paper is almost the
same as that of the ESPRIT method in [16] and that of the
improved ESPRIT method in [20] and is much higher than
that of the PM and that of the CR-PM. In addition, the
running time of the proposed method does not increase much.
Moreover, through subsequent analysis, within the SNR range
from —15dB to —1 dB, the advantages of the proposed method
are more obvious. In particular, when SNR =-15dB, com-
pared with the improved ESPRIT method, the frequency es-
timation accuracy of the method proposed in this paper is an
approximately 25.50% improvement; the DOA estimation
accuracy of the method proposed in this paper is an ap-
proximately 31.95% improvement. Therefore, we can confirm
that by increasing the utilization of the originally received data,
we can improve the parameter estimation accuracy and the
noise robustness of the proposed method.

3.1.2. The Advantages of the Proposed Method. In this sec-
tion, we summarize the advantages of the proposed method
in this paper as follows:

(1) Under the condition of a uniform or a nonuniform
array, the method can effectively estimate the DOAs
and frequencies of source signals. It can also realize
automatic pairing without an additional parameter
pairing process since the method has the same fuzzy
column matrix for both parameters.

(2) For incoherent signal sources whose angles are close
together, this method can perform effective identi-
fication and parameter estimation.

(3) Compared with those of the PM, the CR-PM, the
ESPRIT method [16], and the improved ESPRIT
method [20], the frequency and DOA estimation
accuracies of the proposed method are greatly im-
proved, and this method has superior estimation
performance. Moreover, the proposed method has
better anti-noise performance and stronger
robustness.
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3.2. Numerical Simulation. In the simulation, we assume
that the array receives signals emitted by K incoherent far-
field sources. We also use the root mean square error
(RMSE) metric to evaluate the DOA and frequency esti-
mation performances of the proposed method; we define the
RMSEs as

Nl
M=

RMSE =

1 & -
\z > (8- 0.)’,
1

(34)

I~

L
RMSEfrequency =% Z z (}-k,l - fk)z’
K
1

k=1

where @k,l and ]A‘k), are the estimated values of 0 and f,
respectively, in the Ith Monte Carlo simulation and L is the
number of Monte Carlo simulations. In this paper, we set
L =2000.

3.2.1. Performance Analysis of the Proposed Method in a
Uniform Array. In this section, we assume that the array
receives signals emitted by three incoherent far-field sources.
The DOAs and operating frequencies of the signals are (6,
f1)=(Q15", 1 MHz), (0,, ) = (40°, 2.1 MHz), and (65, f3) = (50°,
3.1MHz). SNR=0dB, M=12 is the number of array ele-
ments, P =3 is the number of delay values, d = 50 denotes the
distances between the array elements, and N=400 and K=3
are the numbers of snapshots and signal sources, respec-
tively. The scatter diagram of the joint frequency and DOA
estimation of the proposed method in this paper is shown in
Figure 4. Figure 4 shows that the proposed method is ef-
ficient in estimating the frequency and DOA results for a
uniform array.

3.2.2. Performance Analysis under Different Numbers of
Array Elements M. We set d=50m, K=3, P=3, and
N=400. We also set different numbers of array elements
(M =8, 12, and 16). The SNR range is from —15dB to 15dB
(step: 2dB), and the RMSEs of the frequency and DOA
estimates of the method proposed in this paper are shown in
Figures 5 and 6, respectively.

We can see from Figures 5 and 6 that the method
proposed in this paper can achieve high estimation per-
formance within the SNR range of —15dB to 15dB (step:
2 dB) under different numbers of array elements. The esti-
mation performance is stable under the condition of a low
SNR. Moreover, we can see that the SNR has a great impact
on the estimation accuracies of the frequency and DOA. The
higher the SNR is, the higher the parameter estimation
accuracies of the method for these two parameters. With the
increase in the number of array elements, the DOA and
frequency estimation accuracies of the method proposed in
this paper improve. Furthermore, the RMSEs of the pro-
posed method are greatly reduced. This is because as the
number of array elements increases, the space diversity gain
increases [29].
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TaBLE 1: Running time of these methods.
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3.2.3. Performance Analysis under Different Numbers of  and the RMSEs of the frequency and DOA estimations of the
Snapshots N. We set d=50m, K=3, P=3,and M=12. We  method proposed in this paper are shown in Figure 7 and 8,
also set different numbers of snapshots (N=100, 400, and  respectively. We can see from Figure 7 and 8 that when the
800). The SNR range is from —15dB to 15dB (step: 2dB), SNR is within the range of —15dB to 15dB (with steps of
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FIGURE 6: RMSEs of the DOA under different array elements.

100 .
< 107!
o)
=)
53]
w
=
~
1072 F.
1073 -
-15 -10 -5 0 5 10 15
SNR (dB)
— N=100
——— N =400
-.— N=800

FIGURE 7: RMSEs of f; under different numbers of snapshots.

2 dB), the RMSE:s of the proposed method demonstrate that
with different snapshots, the algorithm can still maintain
high estimation performance. Even in a situation with a low
SNR, the estimation performance is still stable. As the
number of snapshots increases, the estimation accuracy of
the method proposed in this paper is enhanced, the per-
formance is more precise, and the RMSEs of the frequency
and DOA estimations of the proposed method decrease.
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FiGure 8: RMSEs of the DOA under different numbers of
snapshots.

3.2.4. Performance Analysis under Different Delay Values P.
We set d=50m, K=3, N=400, and M =12. We also set
different delay values (P =2, 3, and 4). The range of the SNR
is from —15dB to 15dB (step: 2 dB), and the RMSEs of the
frequency and DOA estimations of the method proposed in
this paper are shown in Figures 9 and 10, respectively. In
Figures 9 and 10, under different delay values, the proposed
method maintains high DOA and frequency estimation
performance when the SNR ranges from —15dB to 15dB.
The estimation performance is stable even in a situation with
a low SNR. As the delay value increases, the estimation
accuracy of the method proposed in this paper is enhanced,
the performance is more precise, and the RMSEs of the DOA
and frequency estimations of the method decrease.

3.2.5. Performance Analysis under Different Numbers of
Signal Sources K. We set d=50m, P=3, N=400, and
M=12. We also set different numbers of signal sources
(K=2, 3, and 4). The range of the SNR is from —15dB to
15 dB (step: 2 dB), and the RMSEs of the frequency and DOA
estimations of the method proposed in this paper are shown
in Figures 11 and 12, respectively. In Figures 11 and 12,
under different numbers of signal sources, the proposed
method maintains high DOA and frequency estimation
performance when the SNR ranges from —15dB to 15dB.
The estimation performance is stable even in a situation with
a low SNR. As the number of signal sources increases, the
estimation accuracy of the method proposed in this paper
makes the performance more imprecise, and the RMSEs of
the DOA and frequency estimations of the proposed method
increase. As the number of signal sources increases, the
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FIGURE 9: RMSEs of f; under different delay values.
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FIGURE 10: RMSEs of the DOA under different delay values.

interference between sources increases, and the frequency
and DOA estimation performances deteriorate [30].

3.2.6. Identification Performance Analysis for Signal Sources
with Close Angles. We setd=50m, K=2,P=4, N=200, and
M=12. In this section, we focus on exploring the recog-
nition and identification abilities of the proposed method
when the signal sources are at relatively close angles. The
DOAs and operating frequencies of the signals are (6;, f1)
=(15°, 1MHz) and (6, f,)=(17°, 2.1 MHz). We also set

11

100 F

—_
o
L

RMSE (MHz)

1072

-15 -10 -5 0 5 10 15

SNR (dB)
— K=2
—-- K=3
-- K=4

FIGURE 11: RMSE:s of f; under different numbers of signal sources.
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FIGURE 12: RMSEs of the DOA under different numbers of signal
sources.

SNR =5dB. As shown in Figure 13, for signal sources with
close angles, the proposed method can also perform effective
identification and parameter estimation.

3.2.7. Performance Analysis of the Proposed Method in a
Nonuniform Array. In an actual field receiving system, the
assumed reception model is different from the true model
even after a calibration procedure [31]. Therefore, in this
section, we mainly discuss the performance analysis under
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the condition of a nonuniform array, such as array element
position deviation [32] and uneven distance between array
elements.

In this section, we assume that the array receives signals
emitted by three incoherent far-field sources. The DOAs and
operating frequencies of the signals are (6, f1)=(15",
1MHz), (6,, f,)=(20°, 1.9MHz), and (65 f;)=(30’,
2.8 MHz). SNR=0dB, M =12, P=5, N=300, and K= 3. For
analyzing array element position deviation, we set d = [0; 50;
101; 149; 200; 251; 300; 352; 401; 449; 501; 548] m. For
uneven distance between array elements, we set d = [0; 40;
100; 1505 1955 235; 310; 365; 395; 450; 500; 540] m. The scatter
diagram of the joint frequency and DOA estimation of the
proposed method in this paper is shown in Figures 14 and
15. Figures 14 and 15 show that the proposed method is
efficient in estimating the frequency and DOA results for
both nonuniform array conditions.

RMSEf;cquency (CR — ESPRIT)

3.2.8. Analysis of the Performances of Different Methods.
In this section, we focus on analyzing the performances of
different methods. We assume that the array receives signals
emitted by two incoherent far-field sources. The DOAs and
operating frequencies of the signals are (6, f;) = (15°, 1 MHz)
and (6,, f,) = (40°, 2.1 MHz). We set d=50m, K=2, P=2,
N=400, and M =12. The range of the SNR is from —15dB to
15dB (step: 2 dB), and the RMSEs of the Cramer-Rao lower
bound (CRLB), the PM, the CR-PM, the ESPRIT method
[16], the improved ESPRIT method [20], and the method
proposed in this paper with respect to the frequency and
DOA estimations are shown in Figures 16 and 17,
respectively.

To quantitatively illustrate, under the condition of a low
SNR, compared with the improved ESPRIT method [20], the
estimate improvement of the method proposed in this paper,
we define the relative improvement ratio as

ti —1-
FOfiequency = T RMSE g equency (Improved ESPRIT)

RMSEp,, (CR — ESPRIT)

x 100%, (35)

X 100%.

ratiopg, =1

According to the definitions of equations (35) and (36),
we show the relative improvement ratio in Figures 18
and 19.

As shown in Figures 16 and 17, when the SNR is within
the range of —15 dB to 15 dB (in steps of 2 dB), the estimation
accuracy of the proposed method is better than that of the
PM, the CR-PM, the ESPRIT method [16], and the improved
ESPRIT method [20] in terms of both the DOA and fre-
quency. Among them, the ESPRIT method has extremely

" RMSEp, (Improved ESPRIT)

(36)

poor angle estimation accuracy since it cannot automatically
pair parameters.

As shown in Figures 18 and 19, when SNR=-15dB to
—1dB, compared with the improved ESPRIT method, the
estimation accuracy of the proposed method is greatly
improved. In particular, when SNR=-15dB, compared
with the improved ESPRIT method, the frequency estima-
tion accuracy of the method proposed in this paper is an
approximately 25.50% improvement; the DOA estimation
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FiGURE 15: Parameter estimation for uneven distances between
array elements.

accuracy of the method proposed in this paper is an ap-
proximately 31.95% improvement. However, when
SNR=-1dB to 15dB, the relative improvement ratio
fluctuates around zero. This result illustrates that the esti-
mation accuracy of the proposed method is almost the same
as that of the improved ESPRIT method. For fluctuation, we
surmise that the reason for this phenomenon may be the
result of too few simulations in this paper.

In summary, a comprehensive analysis of Figures 16-19
shows that the estimation accuracy of the proposed method
is improved over that of the PM, the CR-PM, the ESPRIT

13
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FiGure 17: RMSEs of the DOA under different methods.

method, and the improved ESPRIT method. The results
further verify that the method proposed in this paper has
good anti-noise performance and stability under different
SNRs. Therefore, compared to the PM, the CR-PM, the
ESPRIT method, and the improved ESPRIT method, the
method proposed in this paper is more suitable for use in a
complex electromagnetic environment.
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4. Conclusions

For linear arrays, this paper proposes a joint angle and
frequency estimation method based on CR-ESPRIT. We first
preprocess the received signal by taking full advantage of the
conjugate information contained in the originally received
data, and we reconstruct a new total covariance matrix.
Then, we use the LS-ESPRIT algorithm to estimate the
frequency parameter. According to the unique relationship
between angles and frequencies, we estimate the DOAs
based on the reconstructed received signal. The complexity
of the method proposed in this paper is almost the same as
that of the ESPRIT and the improved ESPRIT. Numerical
simulations and comparisons with the PM, the CR-PM, the
ESPRIT method, and the improved ESPRIT method prove
the superiority of the proposed method. In a real space
environment, under the condition of a uniform or a

Mathematical Problems in Engineering

nonuniform array, this method can realize the automatic
pairing of the estimated DOAs and frequencies of radiation
source signals without an additional parameter pairing
process. Moreover, this method has high accuracy and
strong anti-noise performance when conducting parameter
estimation.
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A low complexity unitary estimating signal parameter via rotational invariance techniques (ESPRIT) algorithm is presented for
angle estimation in bistatic multiple-input-multiple-output (MIMO) radar. The devised algorithm only requires calculating two
submatrices covariance matrix, which reduces the computation cost in comparison with subspace methods. Moreover, the signal
subspace can be efficiently acquired by exploiting the NystrOm method, which only needs O (MNK?) flops. Thus, the presented
algorithm has an essentially diminished computational effort, especially useful when K <« MN, while it can achieve efficient angle
estimation accuracy as well as the existing algorithms. Several theoretical analysis and simulation results are provided to

demonstrate the usefulness of the proposed scheme.

1. Introduction

Target estimation has been a significant problem in radar
systems, which has been applied in widespread in sonar,
guidance systems, speech processing, communication, med-
ical signal processing, and other fields [1-3]. In recent years,
considerable research interests have been drawn to MIMO
radar [4-13], which exploits multiple antennas to emit diverse
waveforms and utilizes multiple antennas to receive the echo
signals [14]. This leads to its more underlying benefits over
phased-array radar [15-17] (e.g., enhancing the spatial res-
olution, fading effect overcoming, and enhancing the pa-
rameter identifiability). MIMO radar can be regarded as an
expansion of the phased-array radar, where the exploited
waveforms are effectively independent [18]. Generally, MIMO
radars can be divided into two types, the collocated MIMO
radar and the statistical MIMO radar, based on the different
array antenna configurations [19]. Furthermore, the collo-
cated MIMO radars are categorised into two types, namely,
the monostatic MIMO radar and the multistatic MIMO radar.
Due to the fact that the emitting and receiving antennas are
not in the identical location, the DOD and DOA estimation

has become a considerable research matter [4, 18-21]. In our
work, we mainly focus on the DOD and DOA estimation
issue in the bistatic MIMO radar.

According to the recent researches, several algorithms
[4-10] have been proposed for estimation angle in the
bistatic MIMO radar. In [4], the reduced-dimension mul-
tiple signal classification (MUSIC) algorithm that uses one-
dimensional search is presented to angle estimation, which
achieves high angle estimation accuracy in comparison with
Capon algorithm [20]. In [5], the Capon algorithm is ex-
tended to DOD and DOA estimation, which has heavy
computational complexity for requiring two-dimensional
angle search. Moreover, the technique is subjected to some
performance degradations for the proximate receiving
steering vector. Besides, the estimation of angles needs peak
searching with computational intensive. The root-MUSIC
algorithm [6] without peak searching is presented by uti-
lizing polynomial rooting technique to reduce the compu-
tational cost. In [7], the ESPRIT technique that uses the
invariance technique of both the transmitting array and the
receiving array is presented to estimate angle in the bistatic
MIMO radar. However, the algorithm requires the pairing
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operation. In [8], to address the problem of automatic
pairing, a combination ESPRIT-MUSIC algorithm is de-
veloped, which provides beneficial angle accuracy. In [9], a
unitary ESRPIT technique that exploits the real-valued
processing is devised for estimating angle in the bistatic
MIMO radar, which has high estimation precision. In [10],
the maximum likelihood algorithm is presented for direc-
tion finding estimation in MIMO radar. In [22], the novel
joint angle estimation method is proposed by using tensor
decomposition in the nested bistatic MIMO radar. More-
over, various methods are introduced for bistatic MIMO
radar in [23-25]. However, the abovementioned algorithms
have a large amount of computation since they require the
calculation of sample covariance matrix (SCM) and its ei-
genvalue decomposition (EVD) to obtain the noise subspace
or signal noise, especially for large MIMO radar array and a
great deal of snapshots scenarios. In order to tackle this
serious problem, a computationally efficient algorithm is
devised for direction estimation in this work. Unlike the
existing algorithms [4-10], the presented algorithm only
requires to compute two submatrices of the SCM, which
avoids calculating of SCM and its EVD by exploiting the
NystrOm technique. The proposed method can be also
applied in the nonuniform linear array, L-shape array, and
uniform circular array for angle estimation. The NystrOm
method has been extensively applied in speed up methods
[26, 27] and is first utilized by Williams and Seeger [27] for
sparsifying kernel matrices. By exploiting the NystrOm
method [28, 29], we extend the previous work [30] and
develop a low complexity unitary ESPRIT algorithm which
not only has high angle estimation precision but also obtains
light computational cost, especially in large MIMO radar
array scenario. In this paper, we derive a new powerful
unitary ESPRIT approach, which exhibits many benefits as
follows: (a) it has much lower computational cost than that
of the ESRPIT and unitary ESPRIT methods; (b) it enjoys
higher angle estimation precision than the ESPRIT algo-
rithm; (c) it is suitable for direction finding estimation of
large MIMO radar array. The benefits of the presented al-
gorithm are shown by some simulation experiments.

2. Data Model

In this paper, we think about a bistatic MIMO radar system
(Figure 1) constituted of M-transmitting antenna array and
N-receiving antenna array, both of which are half-wave-
length spaced uniform linear arrays [7-9]. Assume that there
exist P noncoherent targets located in the same range bin.
The DOD and DOA of the pth target relative to the
transmitting array normal and the receiving array normal
are denoted by 6, and ¢, (p=1,2,...,P), respectively.
Thus, the signal model can be given as [7, 8]

y(£) = As(t) + n(b), (1)

where A =[a,a,,...,ap] denotes an MN x P matrix
consisting of the P steering vectorsand a, = a, (¢,) ®a, (0,)
illustrates the Kronecker product of the receiving array
steering vector and the transmitting array steering vector for
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Target

Transmitter arrays
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FIGURE 1: Radar configuration.

the pth source. a, ( ¢P) and a, (Gp) are respectively rewritten
as

a,((pp) = [1, exp(jm/p), R exp(jﬂ(N - l)vp)]T,
at(Gp) = [1, exp(jnup), ceo exp(jn(M - l)up)]T,
= sin Gp,v

and u, p = sin¢,, where ¢, and 0, represent the
DOA and DOD, respectively.
s(t) = [sy(),s,(£),...,sp ()]" is a column vector, in which
Sp (t) = (xpejZ" ' denotes the envelope of the reflected signal
with «, being the amplitude containing the reflection co-
efficients and path losses and so on [7-9]. n(t) denotes an
MN x 1 complex Gaussian white noise vector with zero
mean and covariance matrix 021,y

(2)

3. NystrOm Method-Based Unitary ESPRIT for
Angle Estimation

3.1. Real-Valued Processing. In order to reduce computa-
tional complexity, we have to transform the complex data to
real data by matrix method since the array, the received data,
is complex data. Let Y be represented as the data matrix
consisting of L snapshots y (¢;), 1 <I< L. The augmented data
matrix is defined as Z = [YII,;Y*II;], where II,;y rep-
resents the exchange matrix including J ones on its anti-
diagonal and zeros elsewhere. Then, the real-valued matrix is
expressed as [9, 11]

r= QﬁNZQZD (3)
where Q; signifies sparse unitary matrix, expressed as
o 1 [U 7L
! \/5 H} _jH] ,

[, 0 (4)
1
Qi = NG o' V2 o
LI, 0 —jII;

3.2. Signal Subspace Estimation. To use the NystrOm
technique [27, 28] for estimating angle, we disintegrate the
matrix I as follows [30]:
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where T, € R and T, e RMN-KXL gre the real-valued
submatrices received by the first K antenna and the rest of
the (MN — K) antennas, respectively. We define

R, = E[rlri], ©
R, = E[L,I}].

Moreover, we must ensure that R;; denotes full rank
matrix where K satisfies {K|P<K<min(MN,L)},
K =1,2,..., MN.Itis noted that K has not been required to
ascend substantially with MN. For instance, when MN
grows from 10 to 30, a relatively little K, such as K = 12, is
sufficient to insure estimating precision, which also reduces
the computational complexity.

Suppose that the EVD of R;; is Uj;A;; U, where
U, € C denotes the eigenvector matrix and A,; rep-
resents the diagonal matrix. Defining U,, =R, U;;A}}, we
can constitute a new matrix as follows [30]:

U,
I
Uy
Then, according to the results from the remark, we can

obtain the signal subspace without the computation of SCM
and its EVD.

>

U

Remark 1 (see [30]). Suppose that the EVD of GHG is
UAGUY and G = UAY?, where Ag = diag [Agy, - - > Agk]
denotes the eigenvalue matrix with A, > - -+ >Ag and Uy, =
[ug),...,ugk] represents the corresponding eigenvector
matrix with ug;(i=1,...,K) being the ith eigenvector.
Then, the signal subspace is constructed by the first P
column vectors of IT as follows:

span{E} = span{A}, (8)

where E, =TI(:, 1: P)andII = GUj.

3.3. Angle Estimation. Then, according to the unitary ES-
PRIT algorithm [9, 11], the real-valued invariance relation is
described as follows:

u

ngp = tan(Tp)F?dp, 9)
where FY = Re{QfIM_l)N diagN{Ig}QMN} and ) =Im
{Q?M_I)NdiagN {Ig}Q MN} denote real-valued matrix, re-

spectively, and ]3 is defined in [9, 11]. dp = QﬁNap denotes a

steering vector that is real-valued. Thus, FJE, = F/E\¥,
represents the real-valued invariance equation for the
transmitter array where ¥, =T '®,T and
@, = diag[tan (mu,/2), tan (mu,/2), ..., tan(ﬂup/z)] sig-
nifies a real-valued diagonal matrix whose diagonal elements
include information of estimating DOD [9, 11]. In the re-
ceiving array, similarly, the real-valued invariance equation
is constructed by

FJE, = FEY,, (10)

where F{ :Re{ I(FIM—l)N]?QMN} and F :Im{Q?Mfl)N
]2QMN}’ ](f = My v-1xm (-0 Om (v-1yxme] and J5 = [0y
(N = 1) x MLy (y-xmr(n-n)s ¥y = T OGT, Oy = diag[tan
(mv,/2), tan (nv,/2), .. ., tan(m/p/Z)], and T stands for a
nonsingular matrix. ®, represents a real-valued diagonal

matrix whose diagonal elements include information of
estimating DOA. Then, ¥ + j'¥, is described as [9, 11]

W+ j¥, =T {¥y+ j¥}T. (11)

Then, the DODs and DOAs can be estimated by

~ (0]
6. = arcsin 2arc:tanM , p=1...,P,
b s

_ ([‘ng] pp) "

= arcsin4 2arctan—%* ¢, =1,...,P.
¢p . p

4. Computational Complexity and Cramér-Rao
Bound (CRB)

The presented technique does not need utilizing the whole
SCM. Instead, it requires calculating R;, and R,, which need
O(LK?) and O(MNLK - LK?) flops, respectively. Mean-
while, the signal subspace is constructed by exploiting the
NystrOm approach, where the computational complexity is
O(MNK?). Thus, the presented method requires
O(MNLK + MNK?). However, the classical unitary ES-
PRIT and ESPRIT algorithms need O ((M?N*L + M>N?)/4)
and O (M?N?L + M>N?) flops, respectively, which are much
higher than O(MNLK + MNK?) flops on condition that
K <« min(MN, L). Furthermore, referring to [11], we use
CRB in simulation as follows:

2

-1
CRB =%{Re[DHnj;oP£” , (13)

where



Oa 0a, 0a,  Oa

00,00, 706,/ 0¢,’0¢,” " 0¢y |’

B [aal da,

I} = I,y - A(A"A) A"

(14)

P = is(t)sH(t)
N L ‘

t=1

5. Simulation Results

In this installment, a vast number of computer simulations
are demonstrated to prove the effectiveness of the proposed
technique. We compare performance of the estimating angle
of the presented method with the ESPRIT algorithms [7] and
unitary ESPRIT [9] and present their computational com-
plexity analysis. In the following simulation experiments,
200 Monte-Carlo iterations are adopted for the bistatic
MIMO radar in the experiments. We suppose that there exist
three noncoherent targets and their location is at angles
(61’ (/51) = (100’ 200)3 (92> ¢2) = (_85', 300): and
(65,¢5) = (0°,45°), respectively. The root mean squared
error (RMSE) of over angle [9] is exploited in the simulation
experiments.

Figures 2 and 3 describe the angle estimation paired
results of the presented scheme with SNR=10dB and
SNR =10 dB, respectively. It can be shown that the transmit
angles (DODs) and receive angles (DOAs) can be clearly
seen. Figure 3 also implies that the presented scheme can
efficiently estimate angle of the targets in low SNR scenario.

Figures 4 and 5 demonstrate performance comparison of
the estimating angle with M =8, N =6 and M =6, N =6,
respectively. We compare the presented technique with the
ESPRIT and the unitary ESPRIT methods. Figures 4 and 5
demonstrate that the proposed algorithm has much better
estimation precision than the ESPRIT method and enjoys
high estimation precision that is almost the same as the
unitary ESPRIT scheme at high SNR range. However, the
presented algorithm is somewhat inferior to the unitary
ESPRIT scheme at the low SNR scenario.

Figures 6-9 show performance comparison of estima-
tion of the presented technique with L = 50 and L = 100 for
different M/N, respectively. From Figures 6-9, we can find
that the angle estimation precision of the presented scheme
is significantly enhanced with the number of transmitting
array elements/receiving array elements increasing. Multiple
receiving/transmitting array elements enhance estimation
precision owing to diversity gain.

Figures 10 and 11 illustrate estimation precision
comparison of the presented technique with M =6 and
N = 6 for different values of L, respectively. As shown in
Figures 10 and 11, the estimation precision of the presented
technique is boosted with L increasing. Meanwhile, Fig-
ure 10 also indicates that the presented method has
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beneficial estimation precision at small number of snap-
shots scenario.

Figures 12-14 illustrate the complexity comparison with
K =5, 10, 15, where we can find the proposed algorithm has
much less computational cost in comparison with the ES-
PRIT and the unitary ESPRIT schemes, particularly when
M = N becomes larger.

Figure 15 and Table 1 describe the runtime of the three
ESPRIT schemes. They depict the average CPU time required
to calculate each ESPRIT approach on the personal com-
puter with Intel(R) core(TM) 2 Duo CPU T3700 processor.
We can clearly observe that the presented approach is much
more computationally effective than the existing schemes,
especially when M = N becomes bigger.

TasLE 1: Computations time comparison (P = 3, L = 100, K = 12,
and SNR=10dB).

Unitary
Transmit and ESPRIT ESPRIT Proposed
. average  method average

receive elements average . .

. runtime (s) runtime (s)

runtime (s)

M=N-=10 0.01023 0.01081 0.00089
M=N=15 0.04329 0.05503 0.00132
M=N-=20 0.18280 0.27440 0.00234
M =N =25 0.59890 0.94800 0.00397
M =N =30 1.60200 2.90600 0.00654

6. Conclusion

In this paper, we have developed a low complexity unitary
ESPRIT method for estimating angle in the bistatic MIMO
radar. Compared with the existing unitary ESPRIT and
ESPRIT algorithms which require O ((M?N2L + M>N?)/4)
and O(M*N*L + M>N?) flops, respectively, our approach
only needs O (2MNLK + MNK?) flops, thereby being much
more computationally effective, especially for the case of a
large MIMO radar array. Moreover, extensive simulation
results demonstrate that the estimation precision of the
presented scheme is much higher by comparison with the
ESPRIT method and very similar to the unitary ESPRIT
algorithm. In the future research, the presented technique
can be extended to a different application such as estimating
angle in the monostatic MIMO radar.
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The ultra-wideband (UWB) system, which transmits information using nanosecond or even sub-nanosecond pulses, has been
widely applied in precise positioning. In this paper, we investigate the problem of the time of arrival (TOA) estimation and the
direction of arrival (DOA) estimation in the UWB systems with antenna array and propose a joint TOA and DOA estimation
algorithm with doubled frequency sample points and extended number of clusters. Specifically, the proposed algorithm uses two
antennas to receive impinging signals and utilizes the conjugate symmetry characteristic of the delay matrices to extend the sample
points as well as the number of clusters. Moreover, in order to obtain TOA estimates with low computational complexity, the
proposed algorithm transforms the two-dimensional (2D) spectral search to one-dimensional (1D) searches. The DOA estimates
can then be achieved by using the TOA estimation results and the geometric information. Simulation results are given to testify the

performance of the proposed algorithm.

1. Introduction

The ultra-wideband (UWB) technique is a kind of wireless
communication technology which uses nanosecond or even
sub-nanosecond pulses as carrier to transmit information.
Benefiting from the high transmission rate, low power
consumption, and the anti-multipath characteristics, the
UWB system has been widely applied in various fields such
as radar, imaging, and positioning [1-3]. Due to the ex-
tremely narrow pulse, the positioning precision of the UWB
system can reach centimeter level or even millimeter level.
Even under complex multipath conditions such as indoor
environment, the UWB system can still achieve accurate
positioning due to its strong anti-multipath and penetration
ability [4-6]. At present, IEEE 802.15.4a standard has taken
UWRB as the preferred technology for positioning application
[7].

One of the basic problems in the UWB positioning
system is the time of arrival (TOA) estimation. TOA

estimation algorithms can be divided into two categories:
one is the traditional algorithms based on the time domain,
and the other is the high-resolution algorithms based on the
frequency domain. The former mainly includes the coherent
detection method using pulse template matched filter [8]
and the incoherent TOA estimation algorithm based on
threshold or energy detection [9-11]. The coherent algo-
rithm based on matched filter can obtain TOA estimates
with high accuracy but at the same time with high sampling
rate, complex receiver structure, and expensive equipment
cost. The incoherent TOA estimation algorithm has the
advantages of low sampling rate, fast convergence speed, and
low hardware resource occupation rate. However, the low
sampling rate leads to low time resolution, which reduces the
accuracy of the TOA estimation. The traditional time-do-
main-based algorithms obtain TOA estimates by estimating
the arrival time of the direct path (DP) component in the
received signal. However, due to the multipath effect and the
nonline-of-sight (NLOS) condition, DP may not be the
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strongest path; thus the algorithm resolution declines.
Therefore, super-resolution estimation algorithms based on
frequency-domain processing are proposed [12-18]. These
algorithms, such as the multiple signal classification (MUSIC)
algorithm [12, 13], the propagator method (PM) [14], the
estimation of signal parameters via rotational invariance
techniques (ESPRIT) algorithm [15, 16], and the matrix pencil
algorithm [17, 18], model the channel impulse response in
frequency domain and realize the TOA estimation using the
orthogonality between the signal subspace and the noise
subspace, which can achieve high estimation resolution.

Researches on DOA estimation in UWB systems were
also done. Since the UWB system has high time resolution,
some joint TOA and DOA estimation algorithms were
proposed. The matrix pencil algorithm was applied to the
joint estimation in [19]. In [20], the rough TOA estimates
were obtained via energy estimation and the minimum
distance criterion, the accurate estimates were then achieved
by a low-complexity and high-resolution method based on
the signal power delay spectrum, and the DOA estimates
were finally obtained by the minimum-variance unbiased
estimation using the TOA estimation results. Besides, the
electromagnetic vector sensor (EMVS) with multiple-input
multiple-output (MIMO) radar [21] also has the potential to
be exploited in the UWB systems.

In this paper, we investigate the problem of joint TOA
and DOA estimation in UWB systems and propose a
computationally efficient algorithm. Specifically, the pro-
posed algorithm uses two antennas to receive impinging
signals and utilizes the conjugate symmetry characteristic of
the delay matrices to double the equivalent frequency sample
points and extend the number of clusters. Moreover, to
obtain TOA estimates with low computational complexity,
the proposed algorithm transforms the two-dimensional
(2D) spectral search to one-dimensional (1D) searches. The
DOA estimates can then be achieved by using the TOA
estimation results and the geometric information. The main
contributions of this paper are summarized as follows:

(1) We propose an effective algorithm for UWB systems
to jointly obtain the DOA and TOA estimation
results.

(2) We transform the time-consuming 2D spectral
search to twice 1D searches in order to release the
computational burden.

(3) The proposed algorithm can obtain high estimation
accuracy due to the doubled sample points and the
extended number of clusters.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows: Section 2
introduces the data model of the UWB system. The proposed
joint TOA and DOA estimation algorithm is derived in
Section 3. Section 4 then analyses the estimation perfor-
mance of the proposed algorithm and Section 5 gives the
simulation results to testify the algorithm effectiveness.
Finally, Section 6 concludes this paper.

Notation 1. In this paper, we use upper (lower) bold char-
acters to represent matrices (vectors). (-)*, ()7, and (-)¥,
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respectively, denote the operation of conjugate, transpose,
and conjugate transpose. * denotes the convolution oper-
ation, and ® denotes the Kronecker product. A(:,m: n)
generates a new matrix consisted by the m-th to the n-th
columns of the matrix A. E{} represents the expectation
operation. I, stands for an M x M identity matrix.

2. Data Model

2.1. Transmit Signals of UWB Systems. In this paper, we
utilize the second derivation of the Gaussian pulse as the
UWB transmit signal and modulate it with the direct se-
quence binary phase shift keying (DS-BPSK). The transmit
signal of the UWB system can then be expressed as [22]

+o0 N.-1

s(t) = Z Z byc,p(t—yTy—nT,), (1)

y=—00 n=0

where by € {-1,+1} is the modulated binary data symbol
sequence, c,, € {—1, +1} is the pseudorandom sequence used
to realize the multiple access communication, T, denotes the
repeat period of the pulse, T, represents the period of the
binary data symbol, and N is the pulse repetition times of a
single binary data symbol. The term p(t) is the second
derivation of the Gaussian pulse and can be further
expressed as

p(t) = e C" )1~ (4m/1?)), 2)

where I' is the pulse forming factor related to the pulse width.

2.2. Channel Model of UWB Systems. According to the
Saleh-Valenzuela (SV) model [23], we consider that the
transmit signal produces multiple multipath components
after passing through the channel, and these multipath
components arrive at the receiver in the form of clusters.
Specifically, we assume there are K clusters and L multipath
per cluster in the UWB channel, then the channel impulse
response of the kth cluster is given by

L
(k)
h(k) (t) — Z ‘Xl(k)e]al 6(1' _ Tl(k))’ (3)
I=1

where ocl(k) is the channel fading factor of the Ith path in the
kth cluster, which obeys the Rayleigh distribution. Gl(k)
distributes uniformly in the range [0,27], §(-) is the Dirac
function, and Tl(k) is the channel delay of the /th path in the kth
cluster. Normally, the change rate of the channel is slow
compared with the pulse sgeed of the(gansmit signal; hence we
have Tl(k) = 7;. Define ﬂl(k = ocl(k) /%" to denote the random
complex fading amplitude, then (3) can be rewritten as

L
9w =Y g8 (t-1). (4)
I=1

2.3. Received Signals of UWB Systems. According to the basic
theory of the digital signal processing, the received signal of
the kth cluster in the time domain can be expressed as [23]
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y® (1) = s(t) « P (1) + w® (1)

L

Z Z [Zﬁl( )b Cnp t—YT —nT _fz)+w()(t)
(5)

where w® (t) is the additive Gaussian white noise of the kth
cluster. Transform (5) into frequency domain, i.e.,
©(w) = S(H® (0) + W (w)
L , (6)
= Zﬁl(k)S(a))eﬁml + W* (w),
I=1

where Y® (w), S(w), H® (w), and W® (w), respectively,
represent the Fourier transformation of y® (¢), s(t), h® (t),
and w® (t). Subsequently, by sampling N (N > L) points
with interval Aw = (277/N) in the frequency domain, we can
obtain the measurement data vector as [23]

Vi = SE(7)By + Wi, (7)

where vector y, = [Y® (w,),...,Y® (wy_ )" with w, =
nAw (n=0,1,...,N -1). S = diag{S(wy),...,S(wy_y)} is
an N x N diagonal matrix. E(7) = [e(7,),e(T,),...,,e(1})]
is the delay matrix which contains the information of the
signal multi Tpath delay, where e(T) = [l,e7Bem, |
e iWN=-Drer )T Noreover, B = [, 8P, .. ﬁ(k) on-
tains the complex channel fading factor of the kth cluster
and w;, = [W® (0,), WP (w,),..., WP (wy )] is the
observe vector of the noise.

In this paper, we use two array antennas to receive the
impinging signals. As shown in Figure 1, we assume there
are L far-field signals from direction {6,,6,,...,6;}. The
TOA of the two antennas is 7= [7},7,...,7,] and
¢=[61>6--.>6.], respectively. The distance between the
two antennas is d, and ¢ denotes the light speed. According
to (7), the received signal of the two antennas in the fre-
quency domain can be expressed as [23]

Y, = SE, (DB + W,

Y, = SE, (B +W,,

where B = [ﬁl By ..o Bx] Wy= [w(l) o owd
and W, = [wlz) 2(2) . 2)] E, (1) and Ez(c) are the
delay matrices of the two antennas, respectively, which can
be expressed as

e (1) ]

E (1) =[e (1)) e(r) ...
1 1 . 1
e jAwT; e JjAwTy (9)

(8)

e JAwT,

e—j(N— 1)Awt, e—j(N— DAwr, - j(N-DAwr,

E,(¢) = [e2 (‘?1) ) (Cz) i
1 1 1
e Jhwa e Jhws (10)

e ()]

e JjAwe,

e_j(N_ I)AwCl e‘j(N_ 1)A‘UC2 . _j(N_ 1)A‘UCL

e

Antenna 2

Antenna 1

FIGURE 1: Array model.

The estimation of the two channel impulse responses in
the frequency domain can be achieved by

Y,
H, =§ =E,(1)B+V,,

(11)
~ Y
Hy= 3 =E(9B+V,,

where V, = (W,/S) and V, = (W,/S). In the next section,
we propose a joint TOA and DOA estimation algorithm
utilizing the channel impulse response H, and H,.

3. Proposed Algorithm

3.1. Sample Points and Clusters Extension. The cross-corre-
lation matrix of the channel impulse response can be
constructed as

R, = E{HH;'} =~ E, (D)R4E] (), (12)

where Ry = E{BB!} € C" is a diagonal matrix. We divide
the cross-correlation matrix R, € CV*N into two N x (N —
1) matrices, i.e.,

X, =Ry (5 1: N-1) = E, (1)RzE (¢), (13)

X, = Ry (5, 2: N) = E, (1)R5E, (¢), (14)

where X, and X, consist of the first and the last N -1
columns of Ry; and E,, (¢) and E,;, (¢) consist of the first and
the last N — 1 rows of E, (). According to the form of the
delay matrix, we have

E,, (¢) = E,, (9)¥ (¢), (15)

where W (¢) is an L x L diagonal matrix given by
e jAwe,
e JjAws,

¥ () = | SO

— jAw
e] S

According to (9) and (10), the two delay matrices of the
two antennas are Vandermonde matrices and have the
characteristic of conjugate symmetry, i.e.,



4
JNE] (1) = E (DO (7),
N 1* 1 - (17)
]NEZ (¢) = E, (©)D(¢),
where Jy € CV" is the antidiagonal matrix, and the ro-
tation matrices @ (1) and @ (¢) are, respectively, given by
e JjAwt, b
- jAwr,
- e
(1) = ,
e JAwTy ]
it (18)
- jAwg,
- e
D(g) =
e jAwgy ]

By utilizing the above properties of the delay matrices,
we can construct a new matrix using X, and X, as

X, IvX;
X=[ v 2] =E,(7,¢)B,(7,9), (19)
X0 InX
where
E
E,(1,6) =[ I(Tz ] e Y,
E (0¥ (¢)

B,(7,¢) = [RBEZ((;) &)(T)RB\P(C)E; (C)] c cbeN-1)

(20)

Equation (19) can be seen as the equivalent channel
impulse response with doubled sample points and increased
number of clusters, which can improve the maximum
number of detectable signals as well as the estimation
performance.

3.2. Reduced-Dimension TOA Estimation. The correlation
matrix of the extended observation matrix X can be con-
structed as Ry = XXM, By applying the eigenvalue de-
composition, the correlation matrix can be decomposed as

RX = USASU? + UVAVU{/_I’ (21)

where U and U, are the signal subspace and the noise
subspace, respectively, and A, = diag{A, 1, ... A;} and
A, =diag{A;,; A, ... Ay} are diagonal matrices con-
sisting of the largest L eigenvalues and the smallest 2N — L
eigenvalues of Ry.

Similar to the classical MUSIC algorithm, we can con-
struct the 2D-MUSIC spectrum as

1
Japlne) = el (r,0u,Ule, (1,¢) (22)
where
B € (1)
%(ng = [ e, (1)e/* ] =
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Apparently, (22) needs time-consuming 2D spectral
search to obtain TOA estimates. Aiming to reduce the
computational complexity, we split e, (7, ¢) as

®e (1) = (Iz ®e; (T))Q(C), (24)

1
ee (T: C) = |: ejch

where q(¢) = [1, e80T, Substituting (24) into (23), the
spectrum function can be rewritten as

1
R T}

where F(7) = (I, ® ¢, (T))HUVU’;I (I, ® e, (1)) and the vector
q(¢) satisfies uf'q(¢) = 1 withu = [1, 0]”. Equation (25) can
be regarded as the following optimization problem:

(25)

minq"" ()F (1)q(c) o6
59 2

s.t.qu(c) =1

According to (26), we can construct the cost function as
L(7,6) = q" (QF(1)q() - p(uq(¢) - 1), (27)

where p is a constant value. In order to get the extremum, we
can construct the partial derivation of L (7, ¢) with respect to

q(c), ie.,
oL(7,¢)
9q(c)
Thus, we have q(¢) = uF ! (1)u with y = -0.5p. Con-

sidering ut’q () = 1, the constant y can be further expressed
as

= 2F(1)q () + pu = 0. (28)

1

= E (u (29)

4

Therefore, the vector q(¢) can be further transformed
into

F!(1)u

—_ 30
u7F ! (t)u (30)

q(¢) =

Substituting (30) into (26), then the TOA estimation
result of the first antenna is given by

7 =argmin ———— = arg maxu”F' (7)u, (31)
T u F (T)ll T

which means we can get the TOA estimation of the
first antenna by a 1D spectral search with the spectral
function

F@ =u((Loe, (0)'U,U] (Lee (1) 'u (32

Similarly, in order to obtain the TOA estimates of
the second antenna, we can exchange the order of H,
and H, when constructing the cross-correlation matrix,
ie.,

Ry, = E{H,H|'} ~ E, (QRRE] (7). (33)
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Then, by following the same procedures described above,
the 1D spectral function with respect to the TOA of the
second antenna is given by

£ =u"((L,oe,(0)"U U (Loe, @) u  (39)

After obtaining the TOA estimates of both antennas,
we can estimate the DOA of the impinging signals by
using the TOA estimates as well as the geometric infor-
mation, i.e.,

@l = arcsin(W), I=1,2,...,L. (35)

The main steps of the proposed algorithm are summa-
rized as follows:

(1) Construct the cross-correlation matrix Ry, according
to (12).

(2) Divide Ry into X, and X, according to (13) and (14),
and construct the extended observation matrix X as
(19).

(3) Compute the correlation matrix of X, and perform
the eigenvalue decomposition to obtain the noise
subspace U,,.

(4) Construct the spectral function according to (32) and
perform the 1D spectral search to obtain the TOA
estimates 7.

(5) Reconstruct Ry; using (33) and repeat Step 2 and Step
3. The TOA estimates ¢ can be obtained by per-
forming 1D spectral search on (34).

(6) Calculate the DOA estimates according to (35).

4. Performance Analysis

4.1. Complexity. According to Section 3, when estimating
the TOA of the first antenna 7, constructing Ry needs
O{N?*K}, computing Ry needs O{8N*(N - 1)}, and per-
forming eigenvalue decomposition on it requires O{8N"}.
Constructing the spectral function and conducting 1D
spectral search needs O{4N?(2N — L) + 8n (N* + N + 1)},
where n; denotes the search times. Therefore, the total
complexity ~ of  the  proposed  algorithm  is
O{2N’K +48N? - 8N*(L +2) + 16n,(N* + N + 1)}. If we
perform 2D spectral search on equation (22), then the
complexity ~ is  increased  to  O{N2K +24N°-
4N*(L+2)+2n’N (2N +1)}. The computational com-
plexity of the proposed algorithm and some other algorithms
are concluded in Table 1. Besides, the complexity com-
parison versus the number of frequency sample points of
different algorithms is depicted in Figure 2, where K = 100,
L = 3, and n, = 100. As shown in Figure 2, the complexity of
the proposed algorithm is remarkably reduced compared

with the algorithms with 2D spectral search and is close to
the complexity of the 2D-PM.

4.2. Algorithm Advantages. We conclude the advantages of
the proposed algorithm as follows:

(1) The proposed algorithm reduces the computational
complexity by transforming the 2D spectral search to
twice 1D spectral search.

(2) The proposed algorithm doubles the equivalent
frequency sample points and increases the equivalent
number of clusters, which can improve the maxi-
mum number of detectable signals as well as the
estimation accuracy.

(3) The proposed algorithm can obtain higher estimation
accuracy compared with some existed algorithms.

5. Simulation Results

In this section, we perform large number of Monte Carlo
trials to examine the effectiveness as well as the superiority of
the proposed algorithm. The root mean square error (RMSE)
of the trials is used to measure the estimation accuracy,
which is given by

1 L
RMSE o) =~ ).

2

1 L
RMSEpo, = 7 > \
I=1

((Tl ~7,) +(a ‘%)2)’

Q-
Me

i
I

(91 N él’q)z’

)
Il
—

Q-
DMe

(36)

where Q is the number of Monte Carlo trials and 7; 4, G; ;, and
6, are the estimation result of 7, ¢, and 6, in the gth trial,
respectively. In the following simulations, we set Q = 500,
d =0.09m, and L = 3 with 7 = [0.2ns,0.3 ns, 0.4 ns].

Figures 3 and 4 show the TOA estimation results of the
proposed algorithm, where each point represents a trial,
K =100, N =64, and the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) is
—10dB and 10 dB, respectively. As shown in the two figures,
the proposed algorithm can successfully obtain the paired
TOA estimation results and the estimation accuracy is
improved with higher SNR.

Figures 5 and 6, respectively, compare the TOA and
DOA estimation accuracy with different number of clusters,
where N = 64. The simulation results show that the esti-
mation accuracy of both TOA and DOA improves with
increased number of clusters.

Figures 7 and 8, respectively, depict the TOA and the
DOA estimation performance comparison versus SNR of
different algorithms, where K = 100 and N = 64. It is il-
lustrated clearly that the proposed algorithm can achieve
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TaBLE 1: Complexity comparison of different algorithms.

Algorithm Complexity
Proposed Of2N?K + 48N> - 8N?(L +2) + 16n,(N? + N + 1)}
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2 2 3 3
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FIGURE 6: DOA estimation performance of the proposed algorithm
in different number of clusters, where N = 64.
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FIGURE 7: TOA estimation performance comparison of different
algorithms, where K = 100 and N = 64.

better estimation performance in both TOA and DOA
domains compared with the ESPRIT algorithm [16], the
successive PM [24], the matrix pencil algorithm [19], and the
2D-PM [14].
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FIGURE 8: DOA estimation performance comparison of different
algorithms, where K = 100 and N = 64.

6. Conclusion

In this paper, we investigate the problem of joint TOA and
DOA estimation in UWB systems and propose a compu-
tationally efficient algorithm with doubled frequency
sample points and extended number of clusters. The
proposed algorithm utilizes the conjugate symmetry
characteristic of the delay matrices to extend the sample
points as well as the number of clusters and then trans-
forms the 2D spectral search into twice 1D search in order
to reduce the computational complexity. Simulations tes-
tify that the proposed algorithm can obtain high estimation
accuracy and large number of identifiable signals with low
complexity.
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In this paper, a new array structure of sparse nested array (SNA) for electromagnetic vector sensor is designed. An
electromagnetic vector sensor is composed of six spatially colocated, orthogonally oriented, diversely polarized antennas,
which can measure three-dimensional electric and magnetic field components. By introducing sparse factor (SF) between
every adjacent sensor, the proposed SNA has flexibility of extending the array aperture and reducing the mutual coupling
effect. Meanwhile, a low-complexity multiparameter estimation algorithm is proposed for SNA. First, the vectorization
operation for array manifold ensures the large degrees of freedom for multiparameter estimation, where the initial coarse
estimates decrease search range. In addition, the improved off-grid orthogonal matching pursuit method obtains joint
direction of arrival (DOA) and polarization estimates with a relatively small overcomplete dictionary because this oft-grid
method achieves high performance even if the estimates do not fall on the grid of the dictionary. Theoretical analysis and

simulation results verify the superiority of the proposed array structure and the algorithm.

1. Introduction

Vector sensors, which are able to detect multiple physical
components of the signals, have been widely used in array
signal processing [1-3]. Compared with scalar sensor arrays,
vector sensor arrays show their advantages in estimation
accuracy, recognition accuracy, and antijamming capability
[4-6]. Moreover, vector sensor arrays can obtain joint es-
timates of multiple parameters, such as electromagnetic
vector sensor array (EVSA). EVSA can measure DOA and
polarization information at the same time because vector
sensor structure has the reception access of vector signals.

Resultantly, various DOA and polarization estimation
algorithms are proposed for EVSAs, where most of them are
inspired by the algorithms for scalar arrays. For example,
ESPRIT- (Estimating Signal Parameter via Rotational In-
variance Techniques-) based algorithm is proposed in [7, 8],
estimating both the arrival angles and the polarizations of

incoming narrow-band signals with invariance properties of
the EVSA. MUSIC (Multiple Signal Classification) algorithm
is also transformed for EVSA in [9], where the joint DOA
and polarization estimates are measured by peak search. For
alleviating the high computational burden in peak search, a
reduced-dimensional MUSIC algorithm is put forward [10],
where only two-dimensional peak search is necessary for 4
unknown parameters. In addition, [11] proposes a novel
rank reduction method for DOA, range, and polarization
estimation, but near-field signal hypothesis is limited.
Meanwhile, some other studies concentrate on the im-
provement of array structures for EVSAs. The researched
algorithms are mainly based on half-wavelength interval
arrays, where the array aperture is restricted by the number
of sensors and mutual coupling effect has an adverse impact
on array performance. Moreover, this kind of array struc-
tures has the number of degrees of freedom (DOFs) less than
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the number of physical sensors, which means that algo-
rithms cannot work when signal numbers are more than
sensor numbers. To track the problems, sparse arrays are
presented in polarization environment to avoid compact
placement and increase the number of DOFs [12-18]. A
series of vector cross-product-based algorithms are intro-
duced in [12-14]. This kind of algorithms extracts DOA
parameters by performing cross-product to Poynting vector
in received signal, which first breaks the limitation of half-
wavelength intervals for EVSA. Variable separation MUSIC/
MODE algorithm [15] achieves the unambiguous search
results for direction of arrivals, which is capable for sparse
uniform array structures, but polarization estimation is
ignored. The study in [16] applies coprime array in polar-
ization sensors, obtaining joint DOA and polarization es-
timates with compressed sensing reconstruction algorithm.
Due to the vectorization operation for array manifold, the
number of DOFs is tremendously increased. In [18], sparse
representation (SR) idea is taken for three-parallel coprime
EVSA. However, all aforementioned papers focus on the
specific array structures and computational burden is rel-
atively high, which is not flexible for different actual engi-
neering requirements.

In this paper, we propose a flexible array structure
called sparse nested array (SNA), which can be considered
as an improvement of traditional nested array (NA). To be
specific, every sensor is equipped with six spatially colo-
cated, orthogonally oriented, diversely polarized antennas,
where three cocentered orthogonal electric dipoles and
magnetic loops are included. The proposed SNA enjoys
flexible sensor interval benefitting from sparse factor (SF)
0>1. The subarrays 1 and 2 in SNA are both uniform
linear arrays composed of M and N sensors with intervals
O0A/2 (M + 1)0A/2, where A is the wavelength. The interval
between the two subarrays is also (M +1)0A/2. SF is a
positive integer to adjust spacing between sensors overall.
By the enlargement of the array aperture, estimation
performance is improved and mutual coupling effect is
alleviated.

Meanwhile, from the perspective of algorithm,
cross-product of the Poynting vector is employed as the
coarse DOA initialization. In addition, after using the
properties of the covariance matrix to eliminate the po-
larization parameters, vectorization operation is taken to
construct virtual uniform array, which brings about large
DOFs of O(MN) with M + N sensors. Then we apply the
oft-grid orthogonal matching pursuit (OGOMP) algorithm
to obtain high-precision multiparameter estimation.
Computational complexity is tremendously alleviated be-
cause the one-dimensional overcomplete dictionary in
OGOMP algorithm is established only around initial DOA
estimates. Traditional OMP algorithm [19] requires that all
target signals must fall on a preset grid. However, in actual
engineering applications, no matter how the grid is divided,
it is impossible to ensure that all target signals fall exactly
on the grid. When the target signal is off-grid, the esti-
mation performance of the system will be greatly reduced.
On the other hand, if the grid is divided too finely, it will
cause the system to have too much calculation burden.
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Moreover, there is not any ambiguous or pairing problem
disturbing true values because OGOMP is an ambiguity-
free autopaired algorithm.

In short, we summarize the innovations of this paper as
follows:

(1) We design a new structure of nested array in EVSA,
where six-component electromagnetic vector sen-
sors are equipped, extending array aperture as well as
reducing mutual coupling effect. By the vectorization
operation of the manifold, high DOFs can be
obtained.

(2) We add sparse factor (SF) in every interval of NA,
constructing a new array structure called sparse
nested array (SNA), which enjoys scaled array ap-
erture and adjustable mutual coupling effect.
Meanwhile, the proposed array can maintain the
uniqueness of parameter estimates, which aims to be
suitable for different engineering scenarios.

(3) We propose a low-complexity off-grid OMP
(OGOMP) algorithm to measure joint DOA and
polarization estimates. Combined with the off-grid
idea that the target signals do not need to just fall on
the grid, OGOMP algorithm can use much smaller
one-dimensional overcomplete dictionary around
initial DOA estimates, tremendously alleviating
computational burden as well as performing good
estimation performance.

Notations. We use lower-case (upper-case) bold char-
acter to denote vector (matrix). (-)*, (-)7, and (-) are the
conjugate, transpose, and conjugate transpose of a matrix or
vector, respectively. ()7} denotes matrix inverse and (-)*
denotes matrix pseudoinverse. & represents Hadamard
product. ® denotes the Kronecker product and ® represents
the Khatri-Rao product. diag(-) symbolizes a diagonal
matrix that uses the elements of the matrix as its diagonal
element. abs(-) is absolute value operator and angle(-) is
phase operator. |-|[|; denotes 1 norm and ||-||; denotes
Frobenius norm.

2. Preliminaries

2.1. Data Model. Consider an array with a certain amount of
electromagnetic vector sensors and every sensor herein is
equipped with three cocentered orthogonal electric dipoles
and magnetic loops, which is shown in Figure 1 [20].

Assume that there are K far-field narrow-band signals
impinging on the array with P electromagnetic vector
sensors distributed at y-axis with Dp = dodp ,p=12,
..., P, which is demonstrated in Figure 2.

dy = A/2 is the unit spacing between adjacent sensors,
d, € Z, and A symbolizes the wavelength. The K signals
are all completely polarized from yoz plane with incidence
angles 0, k=1,2,...,K. The three electric components
and magnetic components of the k-th signal at x, y, z-axes
are received by the loops and dipoles, which can be
represented as [21]
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Shxk -1 0 oS Yy
Shy.k 0 —cos 6,
L shz,k ] L 0 sin 9k _
(1)

where S, 1, S, i Se;x denote the electric components and
Shx.k> Shy k> Shzk denote the magnetic components of the loops
and dipoles. $,; = [Sey s> Sey o> Sez k] and s = [Spp0 Sy
S.x] are orthogonal to each other and also to the k-th
source’s direction of propagation. y, € [0,7/2] is the aux-
iliary polarization angle and #; € [-m,m) represents the
polarization phase difference, respectively. Resultantly, the
data model of the received signal at t time can be expressed
s [17]

x(t) =(AeS)b(t) +n(t) = A,b(¢) + n(t), (2)

where A = [a;,a,,...
[elezﬂ sin 6,/A
yeo

,ag] is the directional matrix and a, =
,e/Dp2msin 6/A] - denotes the directional
vector for k — th signal containing DOA information. §; =
[$,58,, . ..,8x] is the polarization vector matrix, b (¢) € C/*!
symbolizes the signal vector, and n(t) denotes the additive
white Gaussian noise complex vector. ©® represents the
Khatri-Rao product.
Construct the covariance matrix:

R, = E[x(t)x" (t)] = AoS][diag(0],03,...,0% )] (AS)",

(3)

where E[-] denotes the expectation operation. In practice,
snapshots J received are finite and they can be approximately
calculated by

1<
~7 Y x(Ox" (). (4)
j=1

Meanwhile, it is also recognized that we can recon-
struct the covariance matrix separately according to the
six-component received electric and magnetic signals.

ex = Adiag (gisex lsex Iy stex 2sex 20000 aisex,Ks:x,K)AH
1 Rey = Adiag (U% ey lsey 1’ 02 ey, ZSey 22 U?(SEy,Ks:y,K)AH >
Rez = Adlag (UT Sez, 1sez 1’ 02 ez, Zsez 2200 Uisez,Ks:z,K)AH
R x = Adlag( T Shx, lshx I Uzshx Zth 2000 aishx,KSZx)K)AH
1 Ry, = Adiag (0 Shy, 1%, b azshyzshyz,. . af(shy’Ks;y)K)AH ,
| Ry. = Adiag(glshz,lshz,l’ sthz,Zshz,Z’ R Uishz,KS;z,K)AH
(5)

where Gi, k=1,2,...,K denotes the power of the k-th
signal. By splitting S and calculating the covariance matrix
individually for the six components, we put the polarization
information into diag function. Note that

* * *
SexkSexk T Seyk Sey,k T SezkSerk = 1, (6)

* * *
ShkShxk T ShykShyk T ShzkShzk = 1- (7)

Consequently, the covariance matrix without polariza-
tion information can be obtained.

R=R, + Rey +R,, =Ry, + Rhy +Ry,»

8
A", ®

= Adiag (af,-'-

2.2. Mutual Coupling. The data model established in Section
2.1 is in the case of free mutual coupling. In actual engi-
neering, there might be serious mutual coupling effect be-
tween sensors, especially in adjacent sensors close to each
other. The data model considering the influence of mutual
coupling is expressed as [22]

Y =[(CA)oS|B” +N, 9)

where C is a P x P matrix reflecting interelement coupling
(IEC), which is determined by the array manifold. C can be
established according to different criteria. In this paper,
B-banded mutual coupling model is employed based on
Toeplitz property. Resultantly, mutual coupling matrix C is
defined as



0 |d4-d)|>B
CG,j) = (10)

“a-a)| |d,- - dj| <B

where ¢, = c;e” /" V", (2<n<B) and ¢, is the basic
mutual coupling strength with sensor intervals d, = A/2.
d;,d;, (1<i<P,1< j<P) denote the position of the sensor
elements. B represents the maximum distance in which
mutual coupling takes effect among sensors. Due to the
introduction of mutual coupling matrix, a standard of
coupling leakage (I') can be set for judging the strength of
mutual coupling.

_ IIC — diag (C)ll

I'= ) (11)
ICll:

where | - ||z denotes Frobenius norm.

Remark 1. Because three orthogonal electric dipoles and
magnetic loops in an electromagnetic sensor are designed as
a whole part, the interpolarization coupling (IPC) can be
measured in application. In this case, we eliminate the in-
fluence of IPC in received signal model and only consider the
effect of IEC.

3. Array Structure Design

3.1. Sparse Nested Array. The structure of sparse nested array
(SNA) is presented in Figure 3. The first subarray, which is
marked by black circles, is a uniform linear array with M
sensors. The internal spacing between adjacent sensors is
dd,, where § € N* is named as sparse factor. The second
subarray marked with white squares contains N sensors,
which is also a uniform linear array whose interval between
sensors is (M + 1)dd,. The total numbers of sensors are
M + N = P.Both subarray 1 and subarray 2 lie on y-axis and
the M-th sensor in subarray 1 and the first sensor in subarray
2 have the dd,, interval.

Compared with traditional NA [23], the proposed SNA
is developed by the sparse factor § to unfold sensor interval.
It is indicated in Figure 3 that when & = 1, NA is a special
case of SNA.

3.2. Interpolation for Virtual Array. According to the basic
knowledge of array signal processing, P sensors can achieve
P — 1 degrees of freedom (DOFs). Nevertheless, some sparse
arrays can further enlarge DOFs by their equivalent virtual
arrays and perform estimation algorithm with the recon-
structed virtual signals. In this paper, difference coarray is
employed to obtain virtual array of SNA. According to (8),
reconstructed covariance matrix R is a P x P matrix with
DOA information received by the array. By vectorizing the
covariance matrix, the equivalent virtual array signals are
expressed as [24]

z=vec(R) = (A*@A)b’, (12)

2
where A*©A = [a} ®a;,a} ®a,,...,a ®ag] € C" K de-
notes the virtual directional matrix. b, = [01,...,0%] is the
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FIGURE 3: Structure of sparse nested array.

equivalent one-snapshot signal vector. We can find that the
position of virtual sensor element is located at D§, where

D ={dy(d;-d;)| i,j=1,2,...,P} (13)

Obviously, there exist repeated elements in set D. By
removing these elements, a unique subset D,, is established.
The virtual location of the received signal after vectorization
is modeled as

D, ={dyd,|-INx(M+1)-1]<d, < [Nx(M+1)-1],d, € Z}.
(14)

Consequently, only the data of |[D,| =2(N x (M +1) -
1) + 1 rows is necessary for DOA estimation. By selecting the
corresponding rows in z, the reconstructed virtual received
signals are built using the full DOFs.

z, = A,b, (15)

where A, = [a,(0)),a,(6,),...a,(0;)] € CPPK s the
equivalent virtual array located at D, §, which is a uniform
linear array, and every adjacent virtual sensor has the in-
terval of 8d,,.

3.3. Discussion

3.31. Virtual Array Configuration. Compared with
coprime array, nested array is a kind of completely aug-
mented array whose virtual array is continuous without
holes. Define unit length as half wavelength A/2. In order to
give an intuitive understanding, we demonstrate the virtual
sensor elements of typical coprime array M = 5, N = 4 and
nested array M = N =4, where § = 1.Both NA and CA
have 8 physical sensors because there is a shared sensor for
CA. Black circles and white squares denote the physical
sensors belonging to the first and second subarrays, re-
spectively. The black crosses represent the virtual sensor
elements. From the comparison of Figures 4 and 5, NA has
39 virtual sensor elements and all of them are continuous
without holes. Meanwhile, CA only has 27 virtual sensor
elements and there are 6 missing elements in
{-14,-13,-9,9,13, 14}, which are marked by red crosses.
As aresult, CA is unable to make full use of information on
the whole virtual array, acquiring fewer DOFs and smaller
array aperture than NA.
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Definition 1 (array aperture). Array aperture is defined as
the length of the total linear array, which is one of the criteria
evaluating array performance.

3.3.2. Engineering Problems of Sparse Array. According to
Section 2, mutual coupling effect decreases exponentially
along with the sensor interval. Resultantly, small intervals
should be prevented possibly. Sparse arrays, due to the
inherent merits of loose array structure, have much lower
mutual coupling effect than traditional arrays with half-
wavelength intervals. The proposed SNA in this paper solves
the problems of compact array structure of NA in the first
subarray, as well as providing a relatively flexible array
configuration. Moreover, with the increase of sparse factor 8,
mutual coupling effect can be further alleviated.

Notation. Although sparse factor provides many gains in
array performance, it is not an unlimited number in practice.
The three main factors limiting sparse factor are array
decorrelation, far-field hypothesis, and grid misidentifica-
tion. The first two factors are due to actual engineering and
the third is due to algorithm limitation. We discuss the
factors, respectively, in the following part.

Array decorrelation: suppose that a narrow-band signal
is expressed as

s(£) = a(t)el [« 0] (16)

where a(t) denotes the slowly varying amplitude modula-
tion function, which is considered abiding during signal
reception time, w, = 27 f, is the carrier frequency, and ¢ ()
represents the phase modulation function. Mark the re-
ceived signal on the array as [s(t;),s(t,),...,s(tp)]. The
amplitude modulation function must guarantee

[max|a (t)| — min|a (¢)|]/max|a ()| < g, (17)

where t € [t,t,,...,tp] and 0<g<1 depends on actual
needs. With the increase of sparse factor, array decorrelation
occurs, which will tremendously affect estimation
performance.

Far-field hypothesis: we assume that all signals are all
from the far field, which satisfy the condition that

2c2

= 18
> (18)

z
where Z denotes the minimum distance from any signal to
the array. ¢ represents the array aperture.

Grid misidentification: this problem often occurs in low
signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) environments because the noise

generates a much larger phase shift in directional matrix,
which may undermine the orthogonality of search algo-
rithms [25]. On the other hand, ESPRIT-based algorithms
need ambiguity elimination operations. Arrays with large
sparse factor have small grids, which leads to closer am-
biguous values. In low SNR, it is easy to mismatch with
wrong estimates.

3.4. Performance Analysis. For intuitive comparison, Table 1
lists the DOFs after vectorization operation, array aperture,
and mutual coupling effect for SNA, SCA, and traditional
uniform linear array (TULA) [26] with all 8 physical sensors.
For simplicity, label |a, b, c,d, e] is utilized to indicate that
subarray 1 has a sensors with bdd,, intervals and subarray 2
has ¢ sensors with dé d, intervals and e denotes the number
of sparse factors .

It is revealed in Table 1 that both nested array and coprime
array outperform traditional uniform linear array. By en-
larging sparse factor or increasing the number of physical
sensors, SNA and SCA achieve larger array aperture and lower
mutual coupling. Meanwhile, NA has more DOFs and ex-
tended array aperture than CA with the same physical sensors.

4. DOA and Polarization Estimation Algorithm

Orthogonal matching pursuit (OMP) algorithm is consid-
ered as a typical compressed sensing method to obtain DOA
estimates. However, an overcomplete dictionary is necessary
for orthogonal verification, which takes relatively high
computational complexity. Moreover, orthogonal verifica-
tion is essentially a searching process, where grid density
affects both estimation accuracy and computational burden.
The two indexes check and balance with each other. Off-grid
orthogonal matching pursuit (OGOMP) solves off-grid
problem and guarantees good performance. Based on the
scalar OGOMP algorithm [27], we propose a low-
complexity DOA and polarization estimation algorithm for
SNA, which mainly includes DOA initialization and accu-
rate DOA and polarization estimation.

4.1. Initial DOA Estimation. According to the covariance
matrix R,, eigendecomFosition can be performed to obtain
signal subspace E, € C*™*N>K O the other hand, the first to
(M — 1)-th sensors have rotation invariance with the second
to M-th sensors in subarray 1 and the first to (N — 1)-th
sensors have rotation invariance with the second to N-th
sensors in subarray 2. Therefore, we can decompose the signal
subspace E..
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E, =E[1: 6(M - 1)],
E, = E[7: 6M], (19)
E; =E.[6M +1: 6(M +N - 1)],

E, = E.[6M +7: 6(M + N)],

where E [a: b] represents the line a to b of E,. By eigen-
decomposition of E;*E, and E3*E,,, eigenvectors T, T3,
and eigenvalues v,, = [e/%%27 sin O/A 1 pjody2m sin Ox/A] and
vy = [ej(M+1)6d0271 sin GIM, e ej(M+1)8d0271 sin GK//\] can be
calculated, where the eigenvectors are nonsingular K x K
matrices with full rank. We employ a vital characteristic in
array signal processing [7].

E, =AT. (20)
Thus, the estimate A, is measured by
E [1: 6M]T;)
A, = S (21)
E,[6M + 1: 6(M + N)|T;,

The next step is extracting the DOA parameters from

A, =[a;®s,2,®s,,...,ax®] as the initial estimation
results. Here, we eliminate the directional matrix
A =[a;,a,,...,ag] by vy,, V5, to estimate the polarization
vector matrix S = [s,s,,...,Sg], which is expressed as
5 = 2M Z Sk 6(1 1) +1: 61] (v[k]) (i-1)

A [6( - 1) +1: 6i]];

1 X A [6M+6(i—1)+1: 6M + 6i] ( [k])—f(f—l)
N - v
N Z|A, [6M +6(i—1) + 1: 6M +6il|, >

(22)

where A, denotes the k — th row of A, and v is the k-th
element of v. As is revealed in (22), each term on the right
side of the equation is an estimate of s, which uses up the
full information of A, to get more precise results.

According to (1), the normalized Poynting vector P can
be estimated with vector cross-product estimator, which is
expressed as [15]

P, 0
Pk = Py,k = Se,k X sh,k =|sin 0 s (23)
P, cos 0

where only DOA information is involved in P;.. Based on the
analysis above, we can obtain the coarse initial DOA
estimates.

-~ 1
Oini = 3 [arcsin P +arccos P, (24)

where Pl denotes the i-th element of P.

4.2. Precise DOA Estimation with Low Complexity. In this
part, we propose an off-grid OMP (OGOMP) algorithm,
which can obtain accurate joint DOA and polarization
estimates.

>

First, we can establish an overcomplete dictionary partly
taken from A,

Q(6) =[a, (6,),

a,(6,),...,2,(0q)] € clPQ o>k,

(25)

where the angular interval isr = §;,,; = 0;,1<i<Q—1and 6,
is near the initial DOA estimates. Define a deviation vector
£ € R and every element —rl2<E,<r/2,9=1,2,...,Q
refers to the deviation with grid. The directional vector after
grid division will be close to the directional vector of the
actual target signal with the first-order Taylor expansion
principle, which can be expressed as

aau (61)
26,

a,(0;+&)~a,(0)+ & i=1,2,...,Q (26)

where a, (0;) denotes the directional vector of 0; in over-
complete dictionary corresponding to virtual array manifold
after vectorization and 0(-) represents the partial derivative.
Therefore,

Q = [a, (0, +&),a,(0,+&),...,a,(05+&)] can be
regarded as the sum of two matrices.

Q[:Q+®A)

where ©(6) = [0a, (0,)/00,,0a,(6,)/00,, ...,
and A = diag(é).

Since the vectorized received signal z,, is only associated
with DOA information, we construct the following function
to verify the orthogonality:

(27)
da,, (6,)/96,]

p= max\/|Q(6i)zu|2 +|®(9i)zu|2, i=12...,Q

(28)

When 0; + §; approaches the true incident angle, (28)
achieves a peak value. Compared with (27), (28) still has
orthogonality without A because the vectorized received
signal can also be represented as

z, = (Q+ @diag ({))H; = QH, + O(£eH, ), (29)
where H! denotes sparse signal vector with k nonzero
values. It can be indicated from (29) that if ® is orthogonal to
the q — th element HT 14, it is also orthogonal to (AHT)!,
q=12,...,Q
After the first search around initial DOA estimates, we
construct A = [a, (le),aau (9,,11)/89,"1] from Q and ©
corresponding to max(P). Thus, according to (29), least-
squares criterion is employed to estimate HI ™l and
(AHT) ml which is expressed as
gt [l

S

-1
- (AAHAA) A"z, (30)
( AHST) [m]

The other K — 1 signals are also measured by (28). In
particular, the rows in z, corresponding to 6,,,6,,,--+,0,,
which have been estimated should be removed. Hence, the
virtual received signal z,, is updated:



i=1

i

HsT [m]
Z,=12,— Z [au(emi),w} . (31)
(

B | (astry)

The maximum value in each search corresponds to an
incident angle. Eliminating sparse signal vector HI [,
Emk, k=1,2,...,K can be computed by (30). The accurate
and ambiguity-free DOA estimates are obtained with K
iterations.

Okest = O + Eppo k= 1,2, ., K. (32)

4.3. Polarization Estimation. Inspired from (5), we can also
construct a cross-correlation covariance matrix among the 6
electric and magnetic components. We focus on two
combinations: electric components of the x-axis and z-axis
and magnetic components of the x-axis and z-axis.

_ . 2 * 2 * 2 * H

Rex,ez - Adlag(glsex,lsez,l’ azsex,Zsez,Z’ T aKsex,Ksez,K)A >
(33)

_ . 2 * 2 * 2 * H

Riye: = Adlag(olshx)lsez,l, 0581328025+ - > OKth,Ksez,K)A .
(34)

Performing vectorization operation similar to Section
3.2, (33) and (34) are transformed to

_ * 2 * 2 * 2 * T
rex,ez - A © A [Olsex,lsez,l’ azsex,ZSez,Z’ ce GKsex,KSez,K]
*
=A© Asex,ez’
_ A* A 2 * 2 * 2 * T
Txez = © [alshx,lsez,l’ 028hx,28ez,20 - - > GKshx)Ksez,K]
*
=A 0AS, ..
(35)
where A can be computed by DOA estimates.

Sexer = [0380x 185, 15028022805 20+ - +» O Sex kSt ) and Sy
= [U%th,ls:z,l’ azshx,Zs:zl’ Tt aishx,Ks:z,K] N The Cross-
correlation covariance matrices after vectorization operation
still contain polarization information, which provides a basis
for polarization estimation. Least-squares criterion is uti-
lized as

SE.X,EZ = (AHA)+AHr€x,€Z’

H A\t 2 H (36)
th,ez =(A A) A Thxez:
According to the definition in (1), auxiliary polarization
angle and polarization phase difference estimates are ob-
tained by eliminating the power of signals.

gl
?k,est = arctan|abs IE:],ez ’
Sex,ez

[k]
-~ ex,e:
Mkest = —angle k] =)

hx,ez

where k=1,2,...,K.
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4.4. Discussion. The proposed algorithm aims to jointly
estimate DOA and polarization parameters with low com-
plexity. There are mainly two steps where computational
burden is effectively reduced. The first is the DOA initial-
ization during which only eigendecomposition approach is
used. Thus, coarse initial DOA estimates are obtained.
Benefitting from that, we require no global overcomplete
dictionary for orthogonal verification. The second step is
reducing the dimensions of overcomplete dictionary from
three to one because the two polarization parameters are
both eliminated by the construction of the new covariance
matrix R and the process of OGOMP algorithm is only
related to DOA. In addition, benefitting from OGOMP
algorithm, not only is the accuracy guaranteed but also the
search interval is not strictly required. When the incident
angle is not involved in the dictionary, estimation perfor-
mance can also be guaranteed.

The process of the DOA and polarization estimation is
summarized as follows:

Step 1: compute the estimates of A, by eigende-
composition of R

Step 2: eliminate polarization information from A with
vector cross-product estimator

Step 3: obtain coarse DOA initial estimates in nor-
malized Poynting vector

Step 4: search in partly overcomplete dictionary with
OGOMP algorithm for accurate DOA estimates

Step 5: construct cross-correlation covariance matrix,
perform vectorization operation, and obtain polariza-
tion estimates by least-square criterion

The main complexity of the proposed algorithm is
discussed as follows.

Constructing  the covariance matrix  requires
O{ J(6P)* + 8 ]PZ}. The computational burden of DOA
initialization involves the eigendecomposition which takes
O{ (6P) +2K3}. OGOMP algorithm is composed of the
search over the one-dimensional dictionary for K iterations,
which mainly requires O{K2Q|D,|}. In summary, the
proposed algorithm approximately needs the complexity of
only OJ(6P)* +8JP? + (6P)* + 2K + KZQIDMIf. How-
ever, the traditional search-based algorithms cannot avoid
three-dimensional search for three unknown parameters
and the search range is relatively large compared with the
proposed algorithm, which is exhaustive and infeasible.

5. Simulation Results

We perform some simulations in order to confirm the su-
perior performance of the proposed SNA and the OGOMP-
based algorithm. This section is divided into 4 parts. Part A
verifies the large DOFs of SNA by scatter plot. Part B
demonstrates the effectiveness of SF versus SNR and
snapshots. We also compare the proposed algorithm with
OMP, ESPRIT, and PM algorithms to outstand the prom-
inent performance of the proposed algorithm in part
C. Moreover, considering the different coupling leakage in
different arrays, part D simulates the performance for
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different array structures with mutual coupling effect.
During the above simulations, root mean square error
(RMSE) is employed to evaluate the performance, which is
defined as

M-

Il
—

RMSE, = — z\} [CAANE

1

~ | =
M-

]
—_

| Gei—n)' | (38)

1 K
RMSE, =K1<Zi\

K

1
RMSE, :Kk;\

~| =
M~

Il
—

[(sz ﬂk)z])

where @k)i, Pii» and 7] ; are the estimated values of 6;, y;, and
#; during the i —th simulation, and I is the number of
independent simulations. In this paper, we assume that
signal number K has been estimated and there are 3 signals
impinging on the array in simulation parts B, C, and D with
DOA and polarization parameters (6,,y;,%;) = (20°,
27°,25°), (0,9, 1) = (30°,37°,35°), and (65,5, 75) =
(40°,57°,55°).

5.1. Independent DOA and Polarization Estimation. As is
analyzed in Section 3, the proposed algorithm can estimate
signals equal to or more than physical sensor elements
benefitting from the SNA array structure and the vectorization
operation. Figures 6 and 7 exhibit the scatter plot of the es-
timate pairs with 100 independent experiments. The physical
sensor elements are 5 with array structure SNA |2, 1,3, 3,2],
whereas there are 6 signals with DOA and polarization pa-
rameters (0,,y;,1,) = (20°,27°,25°%), (0,,v,,1,) = (30°,37°,
35°), (05,75 775) = (40°,47°,45%),  (0,, v, 1) = (50°,57°,

< ol
= 10
w
=
~
5
100 :
-10 -8 -6 -4 -2 0 2 4 6 8 10
SNR/dB
—=— 0=1
—— 0=2
—— §=3

FIGURE 10: # estimation performance versus SF (SNR).

55°), (05,95, 15) = (60°,67°,65°),and (0, ye, 1) = (60°,77°,
75°), where J = 1000 and SNR = 20 dB. As is depicted in the
figures, all 6 signals are estimated accurately without any
missing or error signal, which verifies advantages of large
DOFs. Besides, the DOA and the two polarization parameters
are autopaired, indicating that no extra pairing operation is
needed.

5.2. Parameter Estimation Performance Comparison versus
SF. In this part, we perform the SF simulation for
SNA |3, 1, 3,4, §] with the proposed algorithm. Figures 8-10
demonstrate the RMSE performance for DOA and polari-
zation parameters along with SNR, where J =200, and
Figures 11-13 depict the RMSE performance based on
different snapshots, where SNR = 0 dB. As is revealed in the
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FIGURE 12: y estimation performance versus SF (snapshots).

figures, RMSE decreases not only with the improvement of
SNR and snapshots but also accompanied by the enlarge-
ment of SF. From the overall perspective, the RMSE of DOA
is much lower than the two polarization parameters.

5.3. Parameter Estimation Performance Comparison for
Algorithms. Figures 14-16 compare the proposed algorithm
with OMP, Propagator Method (PM) [28], and Estimating
Signal Parameter via Rotational Invariance Techniques
(ESPRIT), where snapshots J = 200 and SNR = [-10, 11]dB.
In addition, Cramér-Rao Bound (CRB) [29] is presented as
the standard.

The array structure is SNA [ 3,1, 3,4,2]. The dictionary
intervals are all 0.1° for OGOMP, OMP, and PM algorithms.

11
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FIGURE 13: 7 estimation performance versus SF (snapshots).
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FIGURE 14: DOA estimation performance under different
algorithms.

As revealed in the figures, the proposed algorithm outper-
forms the other three algorithms. Specifically, OMP algo-
rithm ignores any possible incident angle outside the
dictionary, which degrades the performance. PM requires no
eigendecomposition but employs the search function with
poor orthogonality. ESPRIT performs the worst because
there are not enough sensors so that signal subspace matrix
has insufficient information for DOA estimates. Simulta-
neously, the polarization estimates are also affected.

5.4. Parameter Estimation Performance Comparison for Array
Structures. Since mutual coupling effect is varying for dif-
ferent array structures, we consider the coupling leakage in
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FIGURE 17: DOA estimation performance with different array structures.
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the simulation of array structure performance. The proposed
algorithm is tested where J = 200 and SNR = [-10,11]dB.
The 4 array structures all have 6 sensors: SNA [3,1,3,4,1],
SNA|3,1,3,4,2], ULA(d = A/2), and SCA |4,3,3,4,2].

As Figures 17-19 reveal, SNA 3,1, 3,4,2] acts best due
to its large DOFs and array aperture. Although
SCA4,3,3,4,2] is a sparse array, the missing elements in
virtual array are the main cause of performance
deterioration.

6. Conclusion

In this paper, a new array structure of sparse nested array is
constructed, and a low-complexity off-grid orthogonal
matching pursuit (OGOMP) algorithm is designed based on
the proposed array structure to obtain DOA and polariza-
tion estimates. By introducing the sparse factor in EVSA, the
proposed array structure has low mutual coupling, flexible
array aperture, and high achievable degrees of freedom.

13

Benefitting from the DOA initialization and polarization
parameter elimination, the overcomplete dictionary is
compact to tremendously reduce computational complexity.
Meanwhile, the proposed OGOMP algorithm searches for
the unambiguous high-precise DOA estimates and solves the
problem of poor performance for off-grid signals in OMP
algorithm. Finally, polarization estimates are measured by
cross-correlation covariance matrix and estimated direc-
tional matrix based on least-square criterion.
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A novel generalized nested multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) radar for direction of arrival (DOA) estimation is proposed
in this paper. The proposed structure utilizes the extended two-level nested array (ENA) as transmitter and receiver and adjusts the
interelement spacing of the receiver with an expanding factor. By optimizing the array element configuration, we can obtain the
best number of elements of the transmitter and receiver and the attainable degrees of freedom (DOF). Compared with the existing
nested MIMO radar, the proposed MIMO array configuration not only has closed-form expressions for sensors’ positions and the
number of maximum DOF, but also significantly improves the array aperture. It is verified that the sum-difference coarray
(SDCA) of the proposed nested MIMO radar can get higher DOF without holes. MUSIC algorithm based on Toeplitz matrix

reconstruction is employed to prove the rationality and superiority of the proposed MIMO structure.

1. Introduction

Multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) radar [1-3], with
good space, frequency, and waveform diversity character-
istics, is widely used in array signal processing [4-6] in the
last few years. Compared with phased array radar, it has
significant advantages in signal detection, parameter esti-
mation [7], direction finding accuracy, spatial resolution [6],
and antijamming capabilities, etc. However, the traditional
MIMO radar usually adopts a uniform linear array (ULA) as
transmitter and receiver, whose interelement spacing is
equal to and no more than half wavelength. Hence, there are
some problems in the direction of arrival (DOA) estimation
for MIMO radar, such as mutual coupling of array elements
[8] and limited aperture of virtual array elements [9].

In order to enhance the upper limit of degrees of
freedom (DOF) and the flexibility of layout as well as re-
ducing mutual coupling of physical sensors, sparse arrays
such as the minimum redundancy array (MRA) [10, 11],
coprime array (CPA) [12], and nested array (NA) [13-17]
have been explored for DOA estimation and joint

multiparameter estimation. In addition, sparse arrays
combined with MIMO radar can further increase DOF
through the sum-difference coarray (SDCA) [18], so as to
improve the accuracy of direction finding and angle reso-
lution ability.

For the purpose of improving sensor utilization, the
minimum redundancy MIMO radar [19] designs the opti-
mal array spacing by optimizing the number of virtual array
elements, whereas it requires complex computational search
and lacks closed-form expressions of DOF. The coprime
MIMO radar generally uses part [20] or whole CPA [21] as
the transmitting array and the receiving array. Li et al. [20]
combined it with the real-value ESPRIT algorithm to DOA
estimation, but did not consider the virtual array expansion
of the echo signal model. Therefore, its DOF is limited by the
number of physical sensors. Shi et al. [22] defined the
generalized sum-difference coarray (GSDC) and simulta-
neously derived the closed-form expressions of the total
number of virtual array elements of the generalized two-level
coprime MIMO radar, which can obtain O (M?N?) DOF by
O(M + N) physical sensors. The obtained DOF are much
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higher than that in [20, 21] with O(MN) DOEF. Unfortu-
nately, there are holes in the SDCA of the abovementioned
coprime MIMO radars, so multiple signal classification
(MUSIC) [23] and estimation of signal parameters via ro-
tational invariance technique (ESPRIT) algorithms [24]
cannot be firsthand applied to these array structures.

Nested MIMO radar [25, 26] has closed-form expres-
sions of positions and the number of virtual array elements
and overcomes the defects of the minimum redundancy
MIMO radar and coprime MIMO radar. Qin et al. [25]
exploited nested subarrays as transmitting and receiving
arrays to DOA estimation of mixed coherent and uncor-
related targets. Zheng et al. [26] adopted traditional two-
level nested MIMO array to joint direction of departure
(DOD) and direction of arrival (DOA) estimation with
closed-form DOF. They can provide O(M?) DOF with
O(M) sensors. Yang et al. [27, 28] designed a hole-free
generalized nested MIMO configuration on the concept of
the conventional two-level nested array, which improves
DOF and angle estimation performance while effectively
reducing the mutual coupling between the transmitting
sensors. Specifically, it can provide O (M*) DOF with O (M)
elements.

To further enhance DOF, this paper adopts the extended
two-level nested array (ENA) [15] to construct a new
generalized nested MIMO radar. Firstly, the whole ENA is
used as the transmitting array and receiving array of MIMO
radar. Next, an expanding factor is employed to increase the
receiving array spacing, and closed-form expressions of
DOF and the best physical array element configuration are
derived. Afterwards, Toeplitz matrix reconstruction [29]
based on the MUSIC algorithm is employed to exploit the
superiority of the proposed array configuration.

To be more specific, the main contributions of this paper
are as follows:

(a) The optimal array element configuration structure of
ENA is deduced and higher degrees of freedom are
obtained. Besides, the difference coarray (DCA) is a
ULA without holes.

(b) A new generalized nested MIMO radar based on
ENA is constructed, and the optimal sensors’ posi-
tions and the maximum DOF are derived, which can
obtain O(G*) DOF with O(G) sensors. Meanwhile,
the SDCA is a ULA without holes. Its DOF is much
higher than the existing nested MIMO radars in
[25-28].

2. Echo Signal Model

A monostatic sparse array MIMO radar consists of a
transmitter with M = M, + M, arrays and a receiver with
N = N, + N, arrays. The positions of the transmitting array
are located at P, = {p,,,,Im = 1,2,..., M} and the positions
of  the  receiving  array are  located  at
P, = {p,.In=1,2,..., N}, respectively. The unit array ele-
ment spacing d of the sensor is equal to 1/2, where A stands
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for the signal wavelength. Suppose that there are K far-field
uncorrelated  narrowband  sources  from  angles
0 ={6,lk =1,2,...,K}, and the reflection coefficient of the
k-th source is f8;. Then, the echo signal model can be
expressed as follows:

K

x(t) = ) &, (6B (B)b (1) + w(t), (1)

k=1

where  b(t) = [by (), b, (t),...,by_; ()]" denotes the
transmit signal; w(t) is an additive white Gaussian noise;
and «, (6;) and «, (0;) are the transmit steering vectors and
receive steering vectors of the k-th source, respectively,
which can be expressed as

a (ek) - [1, e (—j2nptzsin6k/)t)) e (—jantMsinOk/)t) ]T’

(2)
a, (Gk) — [1’ e (—errp,ZsinGk/A)’ e (—j2ﬂpmsin9k/l) :|T’
where p,,, € P, and p,, € P, represent the sensor positions
in the transmitter and receiver, respectively, and
Pa = pn =0.

Since the transmitting waveforms of MIMO radar are
orthogonal to each other, ie, R, = E[b(t)b »f] = Lyuno
the output of the generalized matched filters for the echo
signal can be expressed as follows:

x(t) = Z Bi (e, (0) ®a, (6;)) +n(t)
k=1

=[o,(6))®a,(0,),...,q,(0g)®a,(0g)]s(t) + n(t)
= (A, 0A,)s(t) +n(t).

(3)
whereA, = [a,(0,),a,(0,),...,a,(0x)]; A, =1a,(0))a,
(0,),...,a,(0x)]; n(t) is an additive white Gaussian noise
vector; s(t) = [B}, By - - -»Bx]"s ® and © denote Kronecker
product and Khatri-Rao product, respectively.

The covariance matrix of the echo signal can be obtained
by

R =E[x()x(t)"] = (A, 0A,)R, (A, 0A,)" + 71, \
=ARA" + o)L,y ,
(4)

where R, = E[s(t)s(t)""] = diag[0?, 03, .. .,07] is the target
covariance matrix, o; denotes the signal energy of the k-th
target, A= A, ©A,, and ¢? is the noise variance.

The observing vector can be obtained by vectorizing R:

r=vec(R)= (A" ©A)p + ayvec(Iy v )

(5)
= (A" 0A)p+avec(ly y ) = Bp +opvec(Iy v ),
where  vec(:)  represents  vectorized  operation;
p=lo},0%..., ai]T; (-) implies the complex conjugation of
the matrix.
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B=A"0A= [a] (0,)®a, (0,)®a,(0,)®a,(6,),...
®a, (0,)®a, (0) ®a, ()]

»a; (0r)
(6)

3. Extended Two-level Nested Array

In this section, the configuration of the extended two-level
nested array (ENA) is formulated first. Then the optimal
configuration structure of the physical array elements and
the closed-form expressions of its DOF are derived.

3.1. ENA Configuration. As shown in Figure 1, the ENA
configuration maintains the basic structure of the nested
array, except for increasing the first two sensors of the sparse
ULA by d intervals. And the total number of sensors is equal
to M =M, +M,.

Therefore, the extended two-level nested array sensor
location can be expressed as

Pena ={0,1,..., M, = 1, M,2(M,; +1),3(M, +1),

(7)
o My(M, + 1)}

Then, the difference coarray of ENA can be defined as
Sena ={s =553 € Ppyp} ={-M, (M, +1),

(8)
50, My (M, + 1))

3.2. Attainable DOF of ENA. According to equation (8), the
DOF of ENA is

DOF =2M, (M, +1) + L. (9)

When the total number of sensors is fixed to
M =M, +M,, the array element optimal configuration
structure can be optimized to have attainable DOF, as shown
in Table 1.

4. Proposed Generalized Nested MIMO Radar

In this section, the entire ENA is adopted as the transmitter
and receiver to construct an extended nested MIMO radar
(ENA-TR). Furthermore, a generalized extended two-level
nested MIMO radar (GENA-TR) based on ENA-TR is
proposed and the closed-form expressions for attainable
DOF are deduced.

4.1. ENA-TR. From equation (7), the position of the
transmitter with M sensors and receiver with N sensors is
given by

P, ={0,1,...,M, - 1,M,2(M, +1),3(M, +1),

(10)
My (M, + 1)),

...»N; = 1,N,2(N; +1),3(N; +1),

(11)
NG (N, + 1))

According to equation (8), the difference coarray of the
transmitter and receiver are both consecutive ULAs with
2M,(M,; +1)+1 and 2N, (N, + 1)+ 1 virtual array ele-
ments, which are located at

Sr ={st —$55, 57 € PT} ={-M, (M, +1),

50, My (M, + 1)},

(12)

Sg ={s, — 55,5 € Pp} ={-N, (N, + 1),

0, N (N + 1)), (13)

It can be known from equation (6) that the virtual el-
ement positions of B= A*®A are composed of sum-dif-
ference coarray of physical sensor positions.

Stnan R = {(st +5,) —(57+ s;)lst, s:€Pr,s,, 87 € PR}
= {(st + 57) — (s, +57)lsp, 57 € Prys, 87 € PR}
={l, + LI, € Sy, 1, € S}
(14)

Therefore, the sum-difference coarray of ENA-TR is
essentially the sum coarray of two difference coarrays.

4.2. GENA-TR. The ENA-TR configuration fails to make full
use of the virtual aperture expansion effect of the sum-
difference coarray. By introducing the interelement spacing
expansion factor, a generalized ENA-TR ( GENA-TR) is
established to increase DOF, as shown in Figure 2.

The interelement spacing of the receiver is enlarged with
an expansion factor a, so the receiver sensor positions are
located at

Py =aPr=af0,1,...,N; - LLN,2(N; +1),3(N; + 1),
oo, Ny (Ny+ 1)}
(15)
It can be seen from set (15) that the difference coarray of

the receiver is a filled ULA with interelement spacing en-
larged by factor a. And the difference coarray set is given by

Sk :{sf—s%,sf,s-f« € P'X} =af{-N, (N, +1),...,0,

r

(16)
Ny (N + 1)L

According to equations (10) and (15), we can get the
sum-difference coarray set of GENA-TR:

GENA-TR _ a - o _ a o
SspeA —{(st+sr)—(st+9;),st,st € Py, sy, 57 € PR}

:{(st + s;) —(sf + s%),std? € Pp,s),57 € P}Xz}
={l, + 17,1, € S, I7, € S}
(17)

Proposition 1. The sum-difference coarray of GENA-TR has
the following properties:

(a) The range of the
1<a<2M,(M,+1)+1

expansion  factor « s
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Figure 1: ENA configuration.
TasLE 1: Optimal configuration structure for ENA.
M Optimal M,, M, DOF
Odd M,=(M-1)2,M, = (M +1)/2 (M?+3)2+M
Even M, =M, = M/2 (M2 +2)2+M
| Md
{g d (M, +2)d | (M, +1)d |
Transmit
ot @ @ e @ B By o
C ) C )
Y Y
Dense ULA, M, sensors Sparse ULA, M, sensors
| Nyad
{g ad (N, +2)ad | (N, + Dad,
Receive /TN, /T)..... A Y TN N cooid ..
@y By O o
Y Y
Dense ULA, N, sensors Sparse ULA, N, sensors
F1GURrE 2: GENA-TR structure.
(b) SSENATTR contains all the consecutive integers in the In addition, S; and S§ are both consecutive integers,
range -V, V], where V=M,(M;+1)+ SO S%gﬁ’m is a hole-free ULA.
aN, (N, +1) (c) According to proposition (b), the maximum number
(c) The sum-difference coarray of GENA-TR contains of  SGENATR = is 2V 4+ 1=2[M,(M, + 1)+
2[M, (M, +1) +2aN, (N, + 1)] + 1 unique lags of 2aN, (N, +1) +1].
virtual array elements without holes The sum-difference coarray of GENA-TR can attain
the maximum number of DOF, where
a=2M, (M, +1)+1. When the total number of
Proof. physical array elements is determined to be G, the

(a) It can be known from equations (12) and (16) that S;
and Sy are symmetrical sets, so [, +I1% =1 I
Therefore, the sum-difference coarray of GENA-TR
is essentially a difference coarray of two subarrays.
When 1<a<2M, (M, +1)+1, SGENATR can get

consecutive virtual array elements with certain po-

sitions [13].

(b) According to equations (12) and (16), the margins of

SSENA-TR can be obtained.

For the left margin,

-V =-M, (M, +1)+[-aN, (N, +1)]. (18)
For the right margin,
V=M,(M;+1)+[aN, (N, +1)]. (19)

array construction problem turns to an optimization
problem about the maximum number of DOF

max [2M, (M, + 1) + 1][2N, (N, + 1) + 1]

(20)
G=M,+M,+N,+N,.

s.t.

The Lagrange function of equation (20) can be
expressed as

f=[2M, (M, +1) + 1][2N, (N, + 1)]

(21)
+n(M, +M,+N, +N, -G).
where 71 represents the Lagrange multiplier.
Taking the partial of f with respect to

M, M,, N, N,, 1, the following system of equations
can be expressed:
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TaBLE 2: Optimal configuration structure for GENA-TR.

G Optimal M, M,,N,N, DOF

G =4k M,=M,=N, =N, =G/4 (G* + 8G® + 32G* + 64G + 64)/64
M; =N, =N, = (G-1)/4,

G=4k+1 M, = (G+3)/dorM, = M, (G* + 8G® + 34G? + 64G + 85)/64
=N, =(G-1)/4,N, = (G+3)/4

B M, =N, =(G-2)/4, 4 3 2

G=4k+2 M, =N, = (G +2)/4 (G* +8G” + 40G* + 96G + 114)/64
M, =M, =N, = (G+1)/4,

G=4k+3 N, = (G-3)/4or M, = (G -3)/4, (G* + 8G® + 34G? + 80G + 117)/64

M,=N, =N, = (G+1)/4

X0
[ [ [ [ [
G000 O0000 00000 00000 00000
0 20 40
Nested MIMO
XX X X
[ [ [ [ [
0o o o 0o o o 0o o o 0o o o o o o
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140
Yang nested MIMO
x| X X
[ [ [ L] [
0w o o 0o o o 0o o o 0o o o 0o o o
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180
GENA-TR

x Transmitter o Sum coarray

m Receiver o Sum-difference coarray

FiGURE 3: An example of different MIMO radars with fiver transmitter and fiver receiver.

2M,[2N,(N; +1)+ 1]+ =0,
2(M, +1)[2N,(N,; +1)+ 1]+ =0,
2N, [2M, (M, +1) + 1]+ =0,
2(N+1)[2M, (M, +1)+1]+B =0,
M;+M,+N;+N,.G=0

A
Y

(22)

By solving equation (22), the optimization results can
be obtained, including the total number of physical
sensors, the specific situation of the optimal array
element configuration, and maximum DOF with the
sum-difference coarray of generalized extended two-
level nested MIMO radar, as shown in Table 2.

To illustrate the distribution characteristics of the virtual
array elements given by the proposition clearly, an example
is shown in Figure 3, where M, =N, =2,M, =N, =3,
a=2M,(M,;+1)+1=19, and only the positive part is
demonstrated due to the symmetry of SDCA. Moreover,
nested MIMO [25] and Yang nested MIMO [27] are also
given for comparison. It can be found that the consecutive
lags of GENA-TR are [0,180] in this example, which is

higher than nested MIMO and Yang nested MIMO, and
SDCA does not have holes.

Table 3 shows the consecutive lags and DOF of different
MIMO geometries with a given total number of physical
elements. It can be clearly seen that the GENA-TR not only
retains the original advantages of the existing sparse array
MIMO radar, whose sum-difference coarray is a hole-free
ULA, but also significantly enhances DOF. Next, the re-
dundant virtual array elements formed by sum-difference
coarray can be averaged [30] and combined with the MUSIC
algorithm based on Toeplitz matrix reconstruction for DOA
estimation. O

5. Simulation Results

In this section, several numerical simulations are presented
to verify the rationality and superiority of the proposed
nested MIMO radar (GENA-TR) and compare with other
sparse array MIMO radars, including nested MIMO [25],
NA-TR [26], Yang nested MIMO [27], Zheng nested MIMO
[28], and ENA-TR. The total number of physical sensors is
set as G = 10.
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TaBLE 3: Consecutive lags and DOF of different MIMO radars.

Nested MIMO Yang nested MIMO GENA-TR
Number of sensors Consecutive lags DOF Consecutive lags DOF Consecutive lags DOF
10 [—40,40] 81 [-144, 144] 289 [-180, 180] 361
13 [-71,71] 143 [-356,356] 713 [-412,412] 825
17 [-127,127] 255 [-955,955] 1911 [~1045, 1045] 2091
22 [-220,220] 441 [-2520,2520] 5041 [-2664,2664] 5329

5.1. DOF Comparison. In this numerical simulation, we
compare the maximum DOF of GENA-TR with other nested
MIMO geometries, where we change the total number of
physical sensors from 10 to 20. It can be seen from Figure 4
that the maximum DOF of various nested MIMO radars
increase with the number of physical array elements, and the
proposed nested MIMO radar has the most obvious growth
trend. In addition, it should be noted that when the number
of physical elements is the same, the DOF of ENA-TR is only
4 higher than that of NA-TR, whereas GENA-TR can obtain
a higher DOF than other MIMO radars.

5.2. Spatial Spectrum. In this numerical simulation, the
Toeplitz matrix reconstruction based on the MUSIC algo-
rithm is adopted to validate the spatial spectrum perfor-
mance of GENA-TR and Yang nested MIMO radar [27], as
shown in Figures 5 and 6. Suppose that there are K =101
far-field uncorrelated narrowband targets uniformly dis-
tributed from —60° to 60° at an angular interval of 1.2°, where
the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) is equal to 10 dB, the number
of snapshots L =1000 and the search angel range is
[-90°: 0.01°: 90°]. It is obvious that GENA-TR can obtain
better peaks and accurately estimate the DOA of all targets,
whereas Yang nested MIMO radar has false peaks. More-
over, it is worth noting that the reason why NA-TR,
ENA-TR, nested MIMO, and Zheng nested MIMO cannot
estimate 101 targets is that MUSIC algorithm based on
Toeplitz matrix reconstruction causes their DOF to be re-
duced by half, becoming 17, 19, 41, and 81, respectively.

5.3. Root Mean Square Error. In this numerical simulation,
the root mean square error (RMSE) of DOA estimation for
GENA-TR and other nested MIMO radars is compared via
Monte Carlo experiments. It is assumed that there are K =
13 far-field uncorrelated narrowband targets evenly dis-
tributed in [-60°: 10°: 60°]. Figure 7 depicts the RMSE of
different nested MIMO radars versus SNR, where the
number of snapshots is L = 500. Figure 8 shows the RMSE of
different nested MIMO radars versus the number of
snapshots, where SNR =0 dB. The RMSE of DOA estimation
can be calculated as

(23)

where T' = 200 represents the number of total Monte Carlo
simulations, 8, denotes the true DOA, and 6, implies the
estimated DOA of the i-th trials.

4000 T T T T T T T T T

3500 -

3000 -

Degree of freedom
— 353 N
w (=3 w1
[=} (=3 (=3
[=} (=) (=)

1000 |-

500 -
g

0 % K 2L S a3 1 N

100 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Number of physical sensors

—x— NATR
—=— ENA TR
—<— Nested MIMO

—p— Zheng nested MIMO
—— Yang nested MIMO
—e— GENATR

F1GURE 4: The maximum DOF of different nested MIMO versus the
number of physical sensors.
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FIGURE 5: Spatial spectrum of GENA-TR.

It can be clearly seen from Figures 7 and 8 that as SNR
and the number of snapshots increase, the DOA estimation
accuracy of each MIMO radar has been improved, and si-
multaneously the DOA estimation performance of GENA-
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Spatial spectrum (dB)
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[=}

-80 -60 -40 -20 0 20 40 60 80
DOA (°)

—— Yang nested MIMO
weee True DOA

FIGURE 6: Spatial spectrum of Yang nested MIMO.
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Ficure 7: RMSE of different nested MIMO versus SNR.

TR is better than that of other MIMO radars. This is because
the proposed GENA-TR can obtain a lager virtual element
aperture when the number of physical sensors is the same.

5.4. Probability of Detection. In this numerical simulation,
the probability of detection (PD) performance of DOA
estimation with GENA-TR and other nested MIMO radars
are compared via 200 Monte Carlo experiments. It is as-
sumed that there are K =13 far-field uncorrelated nar-
rowband targets evenly distributed in [-60": 10°: 60°].
Figure 9 shows the PD of different nested MIMO radars
versus SNR, where the number of snapshots is L = 200.
Figure 10 shows the PD of different nested MIMO radars
versus the number of snapshots, where SNR =—-10 dB. Here,
PD is defined as the ratio of the number of numerical

100 B Y R RS T 13 T

RMSE (°)

50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450 500
Number of snapshots

—— NATR —— Zheng nested MIMO

—=—- ENATR
—<— Nested MIMO

—+— Yang nested MIMO
—o— GENA TR

FiGUure 8: RMSE of different nested MIMO versus the number of
snapshots.

PD (%)

0 . . . . .
-20 -18 -16 -14 -12 -10 -8 -6 -4 -2 0

SNR (dB)
—— NATR —p— Zheng nested MIMO
—=— ENATR —— Yang nested MIMO

—<— Nested MIMO —o— GENA TR

FiGUre 9: PD of different nested MIMO versus SNR.

simulations with the DOA estimation error within +0.01° in
the total experiments.

As shown in Figures 9 and 10, the PD of each nested
MIMO radar has been improved as SNR and the number of
snapshots increase. In addition, under the same SNR or the
same number of snapshots, GENA-TR has a higher PD.
Especially under the conditions of low SNR and low
snapshots, the PD of the proposed nested MIMO radar is
significantly better than that of other nested MIMO radars.

5.5. Resolution Performance. In this numerical simulation,
the resolution performance of DOA estimation with GENA-
TR and other nested MIMO radars is compared. Here,
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Figure 10: PD of different nested MIMO versus the number of
snapshots.
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FiGure 11: Spatial spectrum with two uncorrelated closely located
targets.

resolution is defined as both the deviation between the true
DOA and the estimated DOA of two closely targets which
are less than one-half of the difference between the true
angles of them [28]. Assume that there are K = 2 far-field
uncorrelated narrowband targets located at [>,5.5°]. Fig-
ure 11 demonstrates the spatial spectrum of the different
nested MIMO radars, where SNR=-10dB and the number
of snapshots L = 200.

It can be clearly seen from Figure 11 that NA-TR and
ENA-TR cannot distinguish the above two targets, while
other nested MIMO radars can distinguish the above two
targets. Furthermore, GENA-TR has higher resolution and
sharper peaks due to its higher degrees of freedom.

Mathematical Problems in Engineering

6. Conclusions

In this paper, a generalized extended two-level nested
MIMO radar array configuration using extended two-level
nested array is proposed, which can significantly improve
the virtual array apertures and degrees of freedom, and the
sum-difference coarray is a ULA without holes. In addition,
the closed-form expressions of the maximum DOF are
derived for a given number of physical sensors. At last, some
numerical simulations are conducted to illustrate the ad-
vantages of the proposed GENA-TR in DOF, the estimation
accuracy and the angle resolution.
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