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A ship equipment pedestal is a structure that connects power equipment to a hull. It must have a high load-bearing capacity and
the ability to withstand large impact loads. In this paper, a novel structure with a positive-negative Poisson’s ratio is proposed.Te
deformation mechanism andmode of this structure under quasistatic compression loading are analysed via numerical simulation.
Based on this new structure, a multicellular pedestal is designed, and its bearing capacity and impact resistance are analysed. Te
structural parameters of the pedestal are optimized. An experiment is conducted to evaluate the impact resistance of the pedestal
model, which confrms that the proposed multicellular pedestal exhibits excellent impact resistance.

1. Introduction

When a ship is subjected to external loads, it can experience
instantaneous acceleration that reaches hundreds or even
thousands of g due to inertia. Excessive impact loads can
cause equipment damage or even failure [1]. Te causes of
shocks [2, 3] are complex and varied, and there are many
kinds of impact protection structures [4–6], most of which
are positive Poisson’s ratio structures.

A negative Poisson’s ratio structure expands under
tension and contracts under compression, and its unique
behaviour endows it with excellent impact energy absorp-
tion performance and fracture resistance, as well as a higher
shear modulus [7]. Consequently, a negative Poisson’s ratio
structure ofers a new approach for designing impact pro-
tection in marine equipment. Conventional equipment base
is difcult to achieve the unity of lightweight structure,
impact resistance, and high load capacity. Te novel positive
and negative Poisson’s ratio structure designed in this paper
is characterized by high voidage and low density, which
meets the requirements of lightweight structures and ofers
excellent bearing capacity and impact resistance.

In recent decades, research on negative Poisson’s ratio
structures has developed rapidly, and many novel negative

Poisson’s ratio structures have been found [8–12]. Te de-
formation mechanisms of negative Poisson’s ratio structures
are mainly re-entrant and rotational; the re-entrant mech-
anism is mainly found in star-shaped [13], arrow-shaped
[14, 15], and re-entrant-hexagonal [16, 17] structures, while
the rotational mechanism is generally more common in
chiral [18] and antichiral [19] structures. In 1982, Gibson
and Ashby [20] proposed a two-dimensional (2D) re-en-
trant-hexagonal honeycomb negative Poisson’s ratio
structure. Grima et al. [21] studied the negative Poisson’s
ratio efect of a 2D star honeycomb structure. Wang et al.
[22] proposed a novel negative Poisson’s ratio structure for
a re-entrant star-shaped honeycomb by combining the star
and re-entrant-hexagonal negative Poisson’s ratio struc-
tures. Wang et al. [23] proposed a three-dimensional re-
entrant honeycomb negative Poisson’s ratio structure and
analysed the factors afecting the negative Poisson’s ratio
efect of the structure. Fu et al. [24] proposed a new design
concept of a three-dimensional negative Poisson’s ratio
structure based on the rotational mechanism of a chiral
structure. Alomarah et al. [25] proposed a new design
concept for a three-dimensional negative Poisson’s ratio
structure by combining re-entrant and chiral structures. Te
negative Poisson’s ratio structure has been increasingly
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widely used in the shipping, automotive, and aviation felds
due to its excellent anti-impact vibration isolation perfor-
mance.Wang et al. [26] designed a cylinder auxetic structure
as a suspension jounce bumper for automobiles based on
a two-dimensional double-arrow honeycomb and optimized
the suspension jounce bumper by using the GA-SQP al-
gorithm. Imbalzano et al. [27] conducted numerical in-
vestigations on the dynamic responses and energy
absorption properties of hybrid auxetic composite panels
(HACPs) and equivalent honeycomb panels (EPPs) sub-
jected to blast loads. HACPs can dissipate and mitigate the
imparted energy more efciently than conventional hon-
eycomb panels. Song et al. [28] designed a new three-
dimensional double-arrow negative Poisson’s ratio struc-
ture for an automobile crash box, which achieved better
energy absorption than a traditional crash box. Liu et al. [29]
studied the energy-absorbing performance of re-entrant
honeycomb and positive hexagonal honeycomb structures
under in-plane impact loading. When the same magnitude
of compressive strain occurs, the re-entrant honeycomb
structure absorbs more energy than the positive hexagonal
honeycomb structure. Te abovementioned study demon-
strated that the re-entrant negative Poisson’s ratio structure
is better than the traditional structure in terms of anti-
explosion and anti-impact efects, anti-impact vibration
isolation, and energy absorption efects and has a wide range
of application prospects in the impact protection of ship-
board equipment.

Based on the demand of a ship equipment pedestal’s
carrying capacity and impact resistance, a novel positive and
negative Poisson’s ratio structure is designed in this paper. A
numerical simulation method is used to study the de-
formation mode of the novel structure under quasistatic
compression.Te ship equipment pedestal is designed based
on the novel structure, the impact resistance is verifed
according to the German military specifcation BV043/85,
and the structural parameter design of the novel positive and
negative Poisson’s ratio pedestal is optimized. Finally, the
impact resistance of the new pedestal structure is verifed by
an impact test platform.

2. Performance Analysis of Novel Positive and
Negative Poisson’s Ratio Structures

2.1. Deformation Mechanism of Novel Positive and Negative
Poisson’s Ratio Structures. A positive Poisson’s ratio struc-
ture has a high static load-carrying capacity, while a negative
Poisson’s ratio structure has excellent impact resistance.
Based on the demand of ship equipment pedestal load-
carrying capacity and impact resistance, a novel positive
and negative Poisson’s ratio structure cell unit is designed in
this paper, as shown in Figure 1. In the study of straight edge
structures, stress concentrations will occur at the joint point
when force is applied, which reduces the local connection
strength. Terefore, a curved edge structure is considered to
improve the stress distribution. Te design concept mimics
the shape of a diamond (the whole cell is an inverted di-
amond) and combines it with sine and cosine curves.

Te cell unit in Figure 1 comprises two parameterized
cosine curves, with the lower curved edge resembling a “W”
shape. Hence, this new structure is named the W-shaped
arrow (WA) structure. In this structure, the amplitude of the
upper and lower cosine curves (H1 +H2) equals the height
of the cell unit (H) and the period length of the cell unit (B1)
corresponds to its width (L). Te upper half of the cosine
curve is expressed as “Y1 � 0.5H1 cos(2πx/B1),” while the
lower half of the cosine curve is expressed as “Y2 � 0.5H2
cos(4πx/B2).” Here, t represents the wall thickness of the
cell unit, and h denotes its out-of-plane thickness.

Based on Figure 1, a novel cell unit is used to create the
two-dimensional multicellular structure shown in Figure 2.
Te dimensions of the cell unit are as follows: height (H)�

68mm, width (L)� 80mm, upper curved edge height (H1)�

60mm, lower curved edge height (H2)� 8mm, and outer
face thickness (h)� 5mm. Te total width of the multicel-
lular structure is 960mm. Te upper and lower rigid plates
has a thickness of 10mm, and the distance between them is
728mm. Te overall structure is composed of 12×12 cells.

To analyse the deformation mechanism of the WA
multicellular structure, quasistatic compression simulation
analysis of the WAmulticellular structure shown in Figure 2
is conducted using the fnite element method based on
Abaqus software. Te nonlinear EXPLICIT dynamic fnite
element software ABAQUS/EXPLICIT module is used to
simulate the dynamic characteristics of in-plane shock. Te
von Mises yield criterion is assumed to be an ideal elastic-
plastic model and is thus followed. Due to the geometric
nonlinearity involved in the analysis, the NL Geom is set on
in step, and the step size is set automatically. Moreover, to
avoid structural penetration after deformation, general
contact is defned in the interaction module, and the normal
and tangential action behaviours are set as “hard” contact
and frictionless, respectively. Te model material is alu-
minium with a density of 2700 kg/m3, Poisson’s ratio of 0.3,
modulus of elasticity of 69GPa, and yield stress of 76MPa.
Te multicellular structure in the fnite element model is
simulated using shell cells (CPS4R), and the upper and lower
plates are simulated using solid cells (C3D8R). Te

Y1=0.5H1cos (2πx/B1)

Y2=0.5H2cos (4πx/B2)

L=B1=2B2

H2

H
H1

Figure 1: Schematic diagram of the novel cell unit with a positive-
negative Poisson’s ratio.
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compression direction of the structure is defned as the y-
direction, perpendicular to the load direction as the x-
direction, and the out-of-plane direction is defned as the
z-direction. Te upper and lower panels are rigid panels, the
upper panel is set with rigid fxed boundary conditions, and
the overall deformation of the WA multicellular structure
can be visualized as quasistatic compression deformation
when the initial velocity of the lower panel is v0 � 0.01m/s.

According to the Poisson’s ratio, a material undergoes
elongation or shortening deformation in the load direction
and undergoes shortening or elongation deformation in the
direction perpendicular to the load.Te negative value of the
ratio between the strain perpendicular to the load and the
strain in the loaded direction is known as Poisson’s ratio.
Te displacement of a multicellular structure in the direction
of compression uy and the displacement perpendicular to
the loading direction ux can thus be calculated, and the
equivalent Poisson’s ratio of the cellular structure can
subsequently be calculated.Te specifc formula is as follows:

μxy � -
εx

εy

� -
uxL

uyW
, (1)

where μxy is the equivalent Poisson’s ratio of the multicel-
lular structure; εx is the equivalent strain of the multicellular
structure in the x direction; εy is the equivalent strain of the
multicellular structure in the y-direction; ux is the average
displacement of the multicellular structure in the x-direction
(mm); uy is the average displacement of the multicellular
structure in the y-direction (mm); L is the length of the
quasistatic compression model in the y-direction (mm); and
W is the width of the quasistatic compressionmodel in the x-
direction (mm). According to equation(1), the equivalent
Poisson’s ratio of the new structure with respect to the
equivalent strain is calculated as shown in Figure 3.

As shown in Figure 3, when εy � 0.0045, the novel
structure shows an overall positive Poisson’s ratio efect in
the initial stage of strain; as the strain increases, when
εy � 0.076, the equivalent Poisson’s ratio of the novel
structure is approximately 0. When the strain εy exceeds
0.076, the novel structure presents a negative Poisson’s ratio
efect overall. At εy � 0.059, the negative Poisson’s ratio
efect is most obvious, and the equivalent negative Poisson’s
ratio is −0.38754.

Te structure transforms the positive and negative
Poisson’s ratio efects depending on the deformation
compensation between the positive and negative Poisson’s
ratio cellular elements. Te WA cellular unit is periodically
extended in the x and y directions to form a multicellular
structure, and neighbouring cells can also form cells, as
shown in Figure 4.

Te cellular structure can be regarded as composed of
a W-shaped elastic jumping curved beam and a U-shaped
curved beam.Te deformation process of a cellular structure
compressed in the y-direction is shown in Figure 5. Te W-
shaped curved beam undergoes elastic buckling deformation
from the initial stable state in Figure 5(a) through the
transition state in Figure 5(b) and gradually deforms to the
second stable state shown in Figure 5(c). When the model is

compressed in the y-direction (vertical direction), in the
initial stage of this transition process, the W-shaped beam
frst experiences bending extensile deformation, thus
causing the overall structure to exhibit a positive Poisson’s
ratio efect; as the model is further compressed in the y-
direction (vertical direction), at this time, the W-shaped
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Figure 3: Variation in the equivalent Poisson’s ratio of the novel
structure with respect to the equivalent strain.

Figure 4: Cellular unit containing a W-shaped curved beam.
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Figure 2: Schematic diagram of the 2DWAmulticellular structure.
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beam gradually transitions to the stable state, resulting in
a larger lateral bending retraction deformation and an
overall negative Poisson’s ratio efect.

2.2. Equivalent Mechanical Parameters of the WA Structure.
With reference to the one-dimensional shockwave theory and
based on the rigid-perfectly plastic-locking (R-P-P-L) model,
Reid et al. proposed a one-dimensional impact model [30–33]
assuming that the multicellular material satisfes the R-P-L
model and that the maximum impact stress during impact is

σp � σ0 +
ρ0v

2
0

εd

, (2)

where ρ0 is the density of the multicellular material, σ0 is the
plateau stress of the multicellular material, v0 is the initial
impact velocity of the rigid plate, and εd is the densifcation
strain of the multicellular structure. Te plastic dissipation
energy of a multicellular material can be derived from the
area enclosed under the stress-strain curve according to the
R-P-P-L impact theory as follows:

Ep �
1
2

σp + σ0􏼐 􏼑εd � σ0εd +
1
2
ρ0v

2
0. (3)

Te relative density of a multicellular structure is the
volume of the multicellular structure VE and the volume in
its envelope space VH ratio; thus, the relative density of the
new WA structure can be calculated according to the fol-
lowing equation:

ρE �
VE

VH

�

􏽒
L

0
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􏽲

􏼠 􏼡dx

HL
,

(4)

where ρE is the equivalent density of honeycomb cellular el-
ements and t is the cellular wall thickness of the multicellular
structure. Te equivalent density of the novel WA cellular
element structure is 0.045, as calculated from equation (4).

Equations (2) and (3) demonstrate that under impact
loading, the peak stress increases with increasing impact
velocity.Te impact velocity is closely related to the dynamic
response of multicellular structures, and Hönig and Stronge
[34] used the “trapped wave” velocity to defne the impact
velocity at which the cell element begins to collapse, which is
also called the frst critical velocity, i.e.,

vw � 􏽚
ϵw

0
c(ε)dε, (5)

where

c(ε) �

�����
σ′(ε)
ρ0

􏽳

, (6)

σ′(ε) �
dσ
dε

. (7)

As the impact velocity increases, deformation tends to
occur at the impact end of the local deformation and
gradually moves towards the fxed end of the propagation of
the compression wave in the multicellular material as a class
of shock forwards expansion for controlling the collapse of
the cell elements. Tis wave can be called a “stable shock
wave.” Te critical condition for the propagation of a con-
tinuous “stabilized shock” wave in multicellular materials
can be given by the following equation:

v≥ vs �

�����
2σ0εd

ρ0

􏽳

, (8)

where vs is also known as the second critical speed.
Equation (8) demonstrates that the critical shock wave

velocity depends on the quasistatic platform stress-locked
strain and the initial density of the multicellular material.
When the impact velocity v0 is smaller than the frst critical
velocity for the low-velocity impact, the multicellular
structure can be considered to experience quasistatic de-
formation. Te impact velocity is lower than the second
critical velocity and greater than the frst critical velocity for
medium-velocity impact. At this time, the cellular element
deformation mode for the transition stage deformation
occurs when the impact velocity is greater than the second
critical velocity for the high-velocity impact. Te frst critical
velocity of the multicellular structure is approximately
12.4m/s, and the second critical velocity is approximately
93m/s; these values are calculated by equations (5)–(8). To
ensure that the deformation mode covers the three de-
formation intervals of low, medium, and high speeds, four
impact velocities, namely, 10m/s, 25m/s, 50m/s, and 100m/
s, are selected for the simulation and analysis of the in-plane
impact on the new WA multicellular structure.

F
U1 U2

(a) (b) (c)

Figure 5: Deformation process of W-shaped curved beam. (a) Initial steady state. (b) Deformation process. (c) Final steady state.
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Figure 6 shows the calculated variation in the equivalent
Poisson’s ratio of the novel WA multicellular structure for
diferent impact velocities.

As shown in Figure 6, the initial positive Poisson’s ratio
efect of the structure is not obvious at all stages of com-
pression under diferent impact velocity conditions because
the velocity of the in-plane impact load is relatively high
compared to that of the quasistatic action, and the negative
Poisson’s ratio deformation of the W-shaped curved beam
occurs very quickly under inertia, so the structure exhibits an
obvious negative Poisson’s ratio efect. Under diferent speed
conditions, the absolute value of the structural equivalent
Poisson’s ratio increases and then decreases as the equivalent
strain increases, and the maximum value of the absolute
value of the equivalent Poisson’s ratio decreases as the
impact velocity increases. When the impact velocity is 10m/
s, the negative Poisson’s ratio efect on the multicellular
structure is the most signifcant; when the impact velocity is
100m/s, the multicellular structure undergoes layer-by-layer
compression collapse damage, and the overall negative
Poisson’s ratio efect almost disappears.

2.3. Deformation Patterns of the WA Multicellular Structure.
Te deformation pattern of the structure can refect its energy
absorption mechanism; for this reason, in this paper, the de-
formation patterns of the novel WA multicellular structure
under diferent impact velocities are analysed. Figure 7 shows
the deformation patterns of the new WA multicellular struc-
ture under four diferent impact velocities.

As shown in Figure 7, the deformation modes of the
structure can be roughly categorized into three types as
follows: “overall” deformation modes, “transition” de-
formation modes, and “local collapse” deformation modes.

When the impact velocity is 10m/s, the WA multicel-
lular structure exhibits the “whole” deformation mode. First,
under the action of an in-plane impact load, the curved
beams in the middle and lower layers of the cellular structure
undergo bending deformation. At this time, the middle part
of the multicellular structure is concave overall, exhibiting
an obvious negative Poisson’s ratio efect. Under the con-
tinuous action of an in-plane impact load, the curved beams
are transformed from bending to fexure deformation, and at
this time, the multicellular structure gradually densifes
under the compression of the rigid plate.

When the impact velocity is 25m/s or 50m/s, the WA
multicellular structure is in the “transition” deformationmode.
Te multicellular structure forms a local deformation zone at
the impact end, and the overall structure also deforms; as the
impact velocity increases, the “local” deformation character-
istics of the “impact end” gradually increase, while the “overall”
deformation characteristics gradually weaken. In this de-
formation mode, the multicellular structure still exhibits
a negative Poisson’s ratio under small strain.

When the impact velocity is 100m/s, the WA multi-
cellular structure experiences “local collapse.” In this mode,
the impact end frst forms a local deformation zone, and
under the action of inertia, the impact end exhibits the
deformation mode of layer-by-layer collapse, which

gradually propagates to the fxed end. In this deformation
mode, the multicellular structure no longer exhibits an
obvious negative Poisson’s ratio efect.

3. WA Multicellular Pedestal
Performance Analysis

Te pedestal is the connecting support structure between the
equipment and the hull. It should have a large bearing
capacity and resistance to external impact. Te established
WA multicellular model based on the novel WA multicel-
lular structure for establishing the equipment impact re-
sistance pedestal is depicted in Figure 8. Te pedestal model
consists of the upper and lower panels and the new WA
multicellular structure. Te size of the upper panel of the
pedestal is 400× 500× 3mm, and the size of the lower panel
is 640× 500× 3mm. During the modelling process, a cen-
tralized mass unit is used to simulate the equipment on the
pedestal, with the mass of the equipment being 0.2 t and the
centre of gravity being 200mm above the upper panel. A
spring unit is used to simulate the vibration isolator.

3.1. Pedestal Bearing Capacity Analysis. Te strength and
stifness of equipment pedestals are related to the stability
and safety of the equipment. When installing the equipment,
the equipment pedestal needs to have a large bearing ca-
pacity, and the deformation of the pedestal needs to be
controlled. Te cellular structure of WA is similar to the
double-arrow cellular structure, and several researchers have
used the double-arrow cellular structure to establish the
equipment pedestal. Terefore, in this paper, models of both
a double-arrow multicellular base and a WA multicellular
base with the same cell size are established based on the fnite
element analysis software Abaqus. Te maximum de-
formation and stress state of the base under an equipment
gravity load are calculated. Figures 9 and 10 show the
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Figure 6: Variation in the equivalent Poisson’s ratio of the novel
WA multicellular structure at diferent impact velocities.
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displacement cloud map and stress cloud map of the base
structure under the infuence of the gravitational load. Ta-
ble 1 shows themaximum displacement and vonMises stress
values of the two bases under static loading.

Figures 7 and 8 and Table 1 demonstrate that the WA
multicellular pedestal exhibits a maximum displacement of
0.0158mm under the gravitational load of the equipment.
Tis displacement occurs in the upper layer of the pedestal
structure. Furthermore, the displacement and deformation
of the WA multicellular pedestal are smaller than those of
the double-arrow multicellular pedestal. Tis indicates that
the WA multicellular pedestal has a greater bearing capacity
than the double-arrowmulticellular pedestal. Te maximum
stress experienced by the WA multicellular pedestal is
4.105MPa, which occurs at the connection point between
cellular elements within its structure. Tis value complies
with the permissible material stress (235MPa). In addition,

its maximum von Mises stress and stress distribution are
more uniform and less pronounced in magnitude than those
of the double-arrow multicellular pedestal.

3.2. Analysis and Optimization of Pedestal Impact
Performance. A pedestal with excellent impact protection
can provide a stable working environment for equipment. In
this paper, the impact resistance of the novel pedestal is
verifed using an acceleration impact load according to the
German military specifcation BV043/85.

Shock loading involves converting a shock spectrum
based on a frequency domain description into a time domain
acceleration and loading the equipment pedestal with the
converted acceleration time course profle as a shock load.
Figure 11 shows the triple-fold shock spectrum as specifed
in the German military specifcation BV043/85.

ε=0.077 ε=0.18 ε=0.59 ε=0.8ε=0 077 ε=0 18 ε=0 59 ε=0 8

(a)

ε=0.077 ε=0.18 ε=0.59 ε=0.8ε=0 077 ε=0 18 ε=0 59 ε=0 8

(b)

ε=0.077 ε=0.18 ε=0.59 ε=0.8ε=0 077 ε=0 18 ε=0 59 ε=0 8

(c)

ε=0.077 ε=0.18 ε=0.59 ε=0.8

(d)

Figure 7: Deformation pattern of the novel WA multicellular structure. (a) Impact velocity of 10m/s. (b) Impact velocity of 25m/s.
(c) Impact velocity of 50m/s. (d) Impact velocity 100m/s.
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As shown in Figure 11, the impact spectrum consists of
an equal displacement section, equal velocity section, and
equal acceleration section. When the mass of the equipment
is less than 5 t, the value of the equal acceleration spectrum
A0 � 320g, the value of the equal velocity spectrum
V0 � 7m/s, and the value of the equal displacement spectrum
D0 � 0.043m in the vertical impact environment. According
to the specifcation of BV043/85, the positive and negative
triangular waves are calculated as shown in Figure 12. Its
relevant parameters are a1 � 192g, a2 � −102g, t1 � 0.0022 s,
t2 � 0.0056 s, t3 � 0.0119 s, and t4 � 0.0161 s.

Te impact resistance of the pedestal structure is ana-
lysed using the large mass method. In this analysis, a mass of
3.4×106 t is assigned to the large mass point. Te large mass
point serves as the active point, and the concentrated force
load is considered equivalent to an acceleration impact load.
Te MPC connection method is used to connect the fol-
lowing panel to the slave region. Te acceleration impact
load shown in Figure 12 is applied to the large mass point,
and the average acceleration response of typical measure-
ment points on the upper panel of the pedestal structure is
then calculated to evaluate its impact resistance perfor-
mance. Te impact resistance is evaluated accordingly.
Figure 13 illustrates how the impact load is loaded and where
the response evaluation points are located, while Figure 14
displays the calculated average acceleration response at the
measurement points.

Figure 14 illustrates that the maximum value of the
acceleration response of the upper panel is 2865.02m/s2.Te
diferent parameters of the pedestal structure directly

infuence the impact resistance of the structure. To identify
the optimal combination of pedestal structure parameters
for impact resistance, optimization analysis is conducted for
the width of the cell element, the length of the upper curved
edge of the cell element, the length of the lower curved edge
of the cell element, the thickness of the upper panel, the
thickness of the lower panel, and the cell wall element
thickness. Te minimum mean value of the acceleration
response at the structural response evaluation point shown
in Figure 13 is selected as the optimization objective. As
a constraint, the pedestal stress is set to be less than the
allowable stress of the structure, and the multiparameter
optimization model shown in the following equation is
established.

Find X � H1, H2, B1, T1, T2, T3􏼂 􏼃,

Min F(x) � max(A),

S.T. σ < [σ],

⎧⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎩
(9)

where A is the mean value of the acceleration response and
[σ] is the allowable stress of the material, which is set as
235MPa.

Te parameters of the pedestal structure are optimized
using a multi-island genetic algorithm. Te optimization
ranges for the variables of the pedestal structure during this
process are presented in Table 2, and the acceleration re-
sponse optimization process is depicted in Figure 15. Te
optimal solution is obtained after 191 iterations. Te initial
parameters corresponding to this optimal solution are
presented in Table 3.

Equipment

Vibration
isolator

Pedestal

Figure 8: WA multicellular pedestal.

Table 1: Maximum pedestal displacement and von Mises stresses.

Double-arrow
multicellular pedestal WA multicellular pedestal

Maximum Mises stress (MPa) 4.240 4.105
Maximum displacement (mm) 1.796e− 2 1.585e− 2
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Figure 9: Pedestal stress cloud. (a) Double-arrow multicellular pedestal stress cloud. (b) WA multicellular pedestal stress cloud.
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Figure 10: Cloud diagram of pedestal displacement. (a) Double-arrow multicellular pedestal displacement cloud. (b) WA multicellular
pedestal displacement cloud.
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Te data in Table 3 illustrate that the maximum accel-
eration response values of the panel on the pedestal before
and after optimization are 2865.02m/s2 and 1851.04m/s2,
respectively. Te peak acceleration of the panel on the
pedestal is reduced by 35.39% through optimization.

4. Impact Experiments on a Novel Multicellular
Pedestal Model

To evaluate the impact resistance of the WA multicellular
pedestal designed in this paper, experiments were conducted
using the QCXP-200A pneumatic horizontal shock test
system to load the WA multicellular pedestal model with
a horizontal impact load. Te maximum shock response
acceleration that can be generated by the shock test system is
10,000 g, and the frequency range of the response spectra
calculation is from 10Hz to 8 kHz. Te shock test platform
and the pedestal model are shown in Figure 16. Te base
model is made of Q235 steel, and Q235 square steel mass
blocks are used to simulate the equipment. Four equipment

mass blocks, each weighing 3.3 kg, were used. Te overall
dimensions of the base were 300×180× 246mm, and the cell
wall thickness was 2mm. Te top panel measures
240×180× 3mm, and the bottom panel measures
360× 230× 4mm. Te bottom end of the base is fxed to the
impact platform, and the upper end is connected to the
square mass block through bolt connections.

During the experiment, acceleration response measure-
ment points are arranged in the centre of the upper panel, the
centre of the lower panel, and the impact test platform surface
of the pedestal to measure the response of the structure under
the impact load, and the sampling frequency is set to 10 kHz.
Te sensor placement is shown in Figure 17.

Te response spectrum of the impact load obtained from
the accelerometer placed on the tabletop is shown in Fig-
ure 18. Te response spectrum is analysed in the frequency
range of 20–5120Hz.

Te time-course response of the acceleration of the struc-
ture under impact loading, as measured by the accelerometers
placed at the centre of the upper panel, the centre of the lower
panel, and the impact test platform, is shown in Figure 19.
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Figure 11: Schematic diagram of a trifold spectrum.
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Figure 12: Impact load-time course curve.
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Figure 14: Mean value of acceleration response of measurement
points.
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Figure 19 illustrates that the shock response is divided
into an obvious initial response stage and a residual response
stage. In the initial response phase, the acceleration initial
response peaks appear in the following temporal order: the
response table, lower panel, and upper panel. Te acceler-
ation initial response peaks are the impact test platform,
lower panel, and upper panel in the descending order, in-
dicating that the WA multicellular pedestal greatly reduces
the input shock loads.

Figure 20 shows the pneumatic bufers on both sides of
the impact test platform. In the residual response phase after
impact, the peak accelerations from largest to smallest are as
follows: upper panel, lower panel, and impact test platform.
Tis is because the pneumatic bufers on both sides of the
platform restrict the vibration of the impact platform,
causing its response amplitude to rapidly attenuate. TeWA
multicellular pedestal is distant from the impact end and is
in a free state. Free vibration occurs after impact, and the
response of the upper panel is slower than that of the table
surface and the lower panel attenuation.

For the WA structure designed in this paper, the curved
structure can overcome the shortcomings of the straight
edge structure to a certain extent, but its special curve
confguration increases the difculty of numerical analysis
and brings difculties to model development. It is difcult to
weld steel plates between cells, and the precision is difcult
to control because of the deformation of the weld. Although
metal 3D printing technology is convenient to manufacture,
the cost is high, which signifcantly limits the wide appli-
cation of negative Poisson’s ratio structures; therefore, de-
termining how to achieve mass production at a lower cost is
still a key problem to be studied.

Table 2: Initial values of the design variables and optimization range.

Design variable Variable name Initial value Optimization range
H1 (mm) Upper curved edge height 60 (50, 100)
H2 (mm) Lower curved edge height 8 (6, 20)
B1 (mm) Cell width 80 (50, 100)
T1 (mm) Upper panel thickness 3 (2, 5)
T2 (mm) Cell wall thickness 3 (2, 5)
T3 (mm) Lower panel thickness 3 (2, 5)
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Figure 15: Acceleration response optimization history.

Table 3: Values of the design variables before and after optimization.

H1 (mm) H2 (mm) B1 (mm) T1 (mm) T2 (mm) T3 (mm) Acceleration response (m/s)2

Preoptimization 60 8 80 3 3 3 2865.02
Postoptimization 88 16 68 4 5 2 1851.04

Fixed part

Equipment

Figure 16: Impact test platform and pedestal model.
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(a) (b) (c)

Figure 17: Schematic diagram of measurement point arrangement. (a) Upper panel measurement points. (b) Lower panel measurement
points. (c) Impact test platform measurement points.
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Figure 18: Shock response spectrum.
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Figure 19: Experimental acceleration response plots.
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5. Summary

Considering the ship equipment pedestal load carrying
capacity and impact resistance demands, a novel positive
and negative Poisson’s ratio structure is proposed in this
paper. Te novel WA multicellular structure forms a W-
shaped curved beam at the cell unit connection so that it has
a positive Poisson’s ratio efect in the initial stage of elastic
deformation, exhibiting a better static load carrying capacity.
As the y-direction continues to compress, the overall
structure exhibits a negative Poisson’s ratio efect, which
results in a better antiimpact performance. Using the novel
WA multicellular structure to establish the equipment im-
pact pedestal and the multiparameter optimization of the
pedestal structure parameters through a multi-island genetic
algorithm, the peak acceleration decreases by 35.39%
through the optimization of the pedestal structure. An
impact experimental study is conducted on the pedestal
structure designed in this paper, and the experimental re-
sults show that the proposed impact-resistant pedestal
structure can efectively absorb the impact load. Tis re-
search ofers new insights into designing impact-resistant
ship structure pedestals.
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