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The theory of “urban historical landscape” is gradually emerging in cultural heritage protection and urban planning in recent
years. It was first proposed and promoted by UNESCO. In this study, the identification and evaluation are taken as the
prerequisite for the protection and management of historical landscape. This paper uses CiteSpace to analyze the map of
knowledge data to collect and sort out the global research status of urban historical landscape. In addition, the clustering
function of knowledge graph software VOSviewer is used to analyze the knowledge clustering in the research field of urban
historical landscape, and the research process and interdisciplinary development of urban historical landscape are obtained, to
make some guiding suggestions for the future study of urban historical landscape. The results show that the study of urban
historical landscape has experienced three stages. The early stage is the introduction and tracing stage, the middle stage is the
diversification and enrichment stage, and the recent stage is the practice and construction stage. At present, it has become a
multidisciplinary and multiperspective international research. The in-depth study of urban historical landscape undoubtedly
opens a door for the traditional thought of urban heritage protection. At the same time, it gradually turned to more active
management of urban historical landscape and also promoted the intersection of city, architecture, landscape architecture,
anthropology, sociology, economics, and other disciplines from the side, with far-reaching influence. Reviewing and looking
forward to studying urban historical landscape is more conducive to sustainable construction of the future. CiteSpace, as an
excellent bibliometrics software, can help researchers sort out and display past research tracks in a novel visual way, to conduct
future research better.

1. Introduction

International theoretical research on urban historical land-
scape is fairly mature, and the government has formulated
relatively complete protection laws and regulations. For
example, the English Historical Landscape Characteristics
Assessment System and Ballarat 2.0 City Historical land-
scape Digital Heritage Information Service System have
made experimental and demonstrative innovations in using
digital information technology to serve urban historical
landscape protection. It provides experience for exploring
the preservation of urban historical landscape. With the in-
depth understanding of the urban historical landscape, the
cognition of heritage also extends to the social dimension

of the city, especially the dynamic process of its historical
layering [1–3]. The concept of urban heritage has also been
transformed from commemorative dimension to regional
dimension and then to social dimension [4, 5].

2. Data Graph Analysis

CiteSpace is a visualization tool for scientific mapping knowl-
edge. It was developed by Professor Chen Chaomei’s team in
2004. Based on the cocitation theory and pathfinder network
algorithm, this software conducts multivariate, time-sharing,
and dynamic citation analysis on bibliographies of specific
fields, to explore the critical path and knowledge inflection
point of the evolution of the subject field. Finally, the mapping
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knowledge domains reflecting the evolution process and
development frontier of knowledge of this discipline was
drawn by visualization technology [6]. CiteSpace is a Java
application. Its primary function is to effectively identify the
new research trends and dynamics reflected in the research lit-
erature, and at the same time, to visualize and data the
research trends. In this study, the method of mapping knowl-
edge domains was adopted and the visualization software
CiteSpace was used for the visualization analysis of historical
landscape. In practical methods, Author, Institution, Key-
word, Cited Reference, and other options are selected in the
software. Node strength, threshold, and parameters of net-
work clipping functional area are set according to the different
characteristics of the literature in Web of Science (WoS) and
CNKI databases. After running the software, the statistical
data and cooccurrence map of historical landscape research
can be obtained, and then, the research status, hot spots, and
frontiers can be analyzed.

Mapping knowledge domains are maps used to show the
relationship between the development process and structure
of scientific knowledge. It is not only a visualized knowledge
graph but also a serialized knowledge pedigree with dual
properties of graph and spectrum. The mapping knowledge
domains can express and describe the network structure,
interaction, crossover, derivation, and other complex rela-
tionships between the research field and related research
fields. The mapping knowledge domain is an image that
shows the relationship between the development process
and structure of scientific knowledge by taking knowledge
domain as the object [7]. According to the instructions in
CiteSpace Chinese operation manual, the author uses the
following steps to analyze the literature data. The system
framework is as shown in Figure 1.

In this study, CiteSpace was used to draw all the scien-
tific knowledge maps of urban historical landscape at home
and abroad during 1988-2019. The emphasis is to deeply
excavate and study the countries of urban historical land-
scape, find the keywords related to the urban historical land-
scape, and record and summarize the relevant literature that
can be cited. To ensure a comprehensive analysis of the his-
torical context of the historical landscape, the China
National Knowledge Network (CNKI) database is used for
relevant literature in China. CNKI has the broadest cover-
age, the most significant number, and the richest resource
types. The global relevant literature data were selected from
the core collection database of Web of Science, with the
theme of “Urban Historical Landscape.” The article type
was set as unlimited, and the retrieval period was 1900-
2019. Eight hundred ninety-four retrieval results were
obtained (retrieval time on September 15, 2019). The
retrieval results were screened one by one, irrelevant articles
and nonacademic articles such as book reviews were
removed, and duplicate literature were deleted. Finally, 772
valid literatures were obtained. In this paper, the selected lit-
eratures are downloaded and saved as plain text files in the
format of “abstract and full record (including cited refer-
ences)” as data samples for foreign literature analysis. By
selecting journals, master’s and doctor’s databases in CNKI,
and using advanced search, 367 results were obtained based

on “Urban Historical Landscape” (search date: September
15, 2019). The retrieval results were screened and irrelevant
articles were eliminated, and 293 useful articles were
obtained. The selected literatures were saved in RefWorks
format as data samples for Chinese literature analysis.

Finally, we can accurately grasp the appropriate situation
of urban historical landscape research and the relevant
research direction that experts and scholars have been keen
on in recent years. In addition, the clustering function of
knowledge graph software VOSviewer is used to analyze
knowledge clustering in the field of urban historical land-
scape research [8].

3. Overview of Urban Historical
Landscape Research

3.1. Research Status of Urban Historical Landscape. We can
get the spatiotemporal distribution characteristics of urban
historical landscape research at home and abroad by com-
bining the relevant literature of urban historical landscape.
From the perspective of time distribution, the literature on
the study of historical urban landscapes, first published in
1988. Since 2005, the research on urban historical landscape
has shown an increasing trend year by year, but it has
declined in 2019. 2005 is an important time node for study-
ing the urban historical landscape, which is attributed to the
fact that in 2005, the World Heritage Center and other pro-
fessional institutions jointly held a conference on “World
Cultural Heritage and Contemporary Architecture [9].” At
the international conference on historic town landscape,
the concept of urban historical landscape was formally put
forward in Vienna Memorandum for the first time. Subse-
quently, the research on urban historical landscape began
to spread rapidly, as shown in Figure 2.

From the perspective of spatial distribution, we find
that the cities where the current institutions studying
urban historical landscape are mainly located in Europe,
America, and East Asia, such as the United States, Italy,
Spain, and China. As shown in Figure 3, from 1988 to
2018, two years were taken as a time slice. The study took
each country as a node, and then drew the national time
slice map of urban historical landscape. The documents
issued by various countries are as follows: The United
States has the most significant amount of records in the
urban historical landscape, followed by Italy and Spain.
In addition, the research on urban historical landscape in
Britain and Turkey is also wealthy. For the study of urban
historical landscape, Europe has always been in the fore-
front of the world, paying special attention to the idea of
integrated conservation. As early as the “European Year
of architectural heritage” in 1975, EU countries jointly
negotiated and issued the European Charter of architec-
tural heritage. One of them clearly states: for European
architectural heritage, the protection of those very impor-
tant and commemorative buildings must bear the brunt.
However, some neglected architectural groups with histor-
ical value in old towns, as well as typical villages surround-
ing them, also need to be taken as objects of protection.
Britain has always been at the forefront of the world in
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the protection of the urban historical landscape. It made a
thorough study of the contradiction between urban histor-
ical landscape protection and development, which provides
a theoretical and practical basis for other countries’
research in this area.

In CiteSpace, if the centrality of a node is relatively high, it
means that the node plays a significant role in the field of this
discipline, and it plays a crucial role in connecting other nodes.
As for the research field of urban historical landscape, the cen-
tral intermediary data of various countries are as follows: (1)
the Netherlands, Britain, Belgium, France, and Australia are
0.27, 0.20, 0.21, 0.16, and 0.11, respectively, which are in the
first-class position among countries. Although these countries
have relatively few documents in urban historical landscape,
they have a great influence. (2) The United States, Italy, Spain,
and China are 0.06, 0.06, 0.03, and 0.03, respectively. Although
the number of documents issued in the field of urban histori-
cal landscape in the four countries is much higher than that in
other countries, the output quality of these documents is
uneven, and their breadth and depth are insufficient compared
with the first category of countries.

3.2. Overview of Important Literature in the Field of Urban
Historical Landscape Research. As for the study of urban his-
torical landscape, the documents of UNESCO and BAN-
DARIN F are presented in the citation network diagram as
the documents with the highest citation rate. According to
Figure 4, five classical literatures with the most critical value
in the field of urban historical landscape research are listed
in the order of frequency and number of citations:

(1) The 36th Session of the General Conference of
UNESCO (2011) adopted the Recommendation on
the Protection of Historic Urban Landscape in Paris,
formally proposing the definition of urban historical
landscape, as well as related concepts and guiding
methods [10, 11]

(2) F. Bandarin wrote “The Historic Urban Landscape:
Managing Heritage in an Urban Century,” which sug-
gests that the urban historical landscape is a new
method of urban heritage management advocated by

UNESCO. He draws and analyzes examples from
global urban heritage sites from Timbuktu to Liver-
pool and then proposes key issues and measures to
address the conservation of urban historical land-
scapes. His research reflects the latest progress in
HUL theory, practice, and related interdisciplinary
research [12]

(3) Veldpaus wrote “UrbanHeritage: Putting the Past into
the Future,” which argues that the management of
urban historical landscapes is undergoing a process
of change in both theory and practice, from focusing
on isolated architectural heritage assets to a
landscape-based approach that incorporates elements
such as environment and context, as well as concepts
such as urban sustainability. It also discusses the
landscape-based approach to urban heritage manage-
ment, its challenges and possible contributions, and
proposes to promote sustainable development and
the protection of urban heritage. In addition, there is
a need not only to talk about development but also
to assess the adequacy of the tools and methods used
to support the implementation of an integrated
approach to urban development [13]

(4) Through “Historic Urban Landscape: Fashion, Para-
digms and Omissions,” J.L. Lalana found that after
six years of expert meetings and debate since the
Vienna Memorandum, the UNESCO General Con-
ference plans to adopt a recommendation at its
36th session in autumn 2011. This paper presents a
new approach to the protection of historic buildings
in cities. Historical urban landscape refers to the
adjustment of urban heritage protection according
to the requirements of sustainable development and
the direction of comprehensive consideration of dif-
ferent heritage types, but at the same time, it also
produces serious application problems, such as the
use of the word landscape, so that the term becomes
imprecise, difficult to apply, and prone to distortion.
And, the urban historical landscape is considered to
be the solution to the overall protection of the city; at
the same time, there is a lack of critical reflection on
the revitalization of the historic urban system [14]

(5) L.F. Girard wrote “Toward a Smart Sustainable Devel-
opment of Port Cities/Areas: The Role of The “Historic
Urban Landscape” Approach,” he proposed that after
the 2008 financial crisis, the smart and sustainable
development of port cities should carry out the princi-
ples of synergy(between different actor systems, espe-
cially sociocultural and economic systems),
innovation, and cycle on the original basis. The urban
historical landscape approach, based on specific local
cultural resources rather than merely technological
innovation, has become the guarantee for the transition
to a smart city development model. In other words, the
ecocity strategy becomes culturally dominant, which
stimulates the place as a spatial trajectory, achieving
synergistic and circular processes. The absence of new
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Figure 2: The number of documents in the study of the urban
historical landscape over the years.
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assessment tools and an extensive assessment culture
makes the risk of HUL very high [15]

4. The Research Dynamics and Knowledge
Graph Analysis of the Urban
Historical Landscape

For CiteSpace, references as raw materials are the basis for
analyzing the research frontier of a subject. Because of
this, it is necessary to sort out the knowledge base of the
urban historical landscape before analyzing the hot spots
and research frontiers of urban historical landscape. The

purpose of sorting out is to identify the primary research
documents that directly promote the urban historical land-
scape discipline. The essence of the cocitation analysis is
that 772 literatures are taken as objects. High citation fre-
quency means that the literature has relatively high aca-
demic value and is highly influential in urban historical
landscape.

4.1. Knowledge Graph Analysis of Research Hotspots. In this
paper, the urban historical landscape in literature is taken
as the keyword, and pathfinding is taken as the pruning
method to highlight the main structural features. After the
keywords irrelevant or irrelevant to the urban historical

1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018

Figure 3: National time slice graph of urban historical landscape research.

Figure 4: Network diagram of literature cocitation of urban historical landscape.
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landscape are eliminated, the cooccurrence relation diagram
and its time slice map of keywords in the urban historical
landscape are drawn, as shown in Figures 5 and 6.

As shown in Figure 4, in addition to landscape and
urban historical landscape, the core keywords of foreign
urban historical landscape also include forest, historical pro-

tection, restoration, community, heritage, and cultural land-
scape. In order of the number of occurrences of keywords,
we found that the top 10 keywords were landscape, urban
historical landscape, conservation, heritage, cultural land-
scape, cities, cultural heritage, urban landscape, manage-
ment, and climate change.

Figure 5: Cooccurrence relationship diagram of keywords in the urban historical landscape.

1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018

Figure 6: Urban historical landscape keywords cooccurrence time slice diagram.
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Figure 5 shows the evolution law of hot spots in the field
of urban historical landscape research from the time dimen-
sion. It discusses the evolution of urban historical landscape
in different years by identifying hot areas in different years.
In the 30 years we intercept, hot keywords have appeared
since 1996, and the keyword “Landscape” has been through-
out the study of urban historical Landscape. Keywords such
as “Cultural Landscape”, “Cultural Heritage”, and “Manage-
ment” all occupy an essential position in the analysis of
urban historical Landscape.

As far as the evolution path of urban historical landscape
research hotspots is concerned, it can be divided into three
stages:

The first stage is the embryonic stage—before 1994. At
this stage, scholars mainly study the peripheral parts of
urban historical landscape (such as land use), but they have
not touched the core field of this discipline. The interpreta-
tion of landscape is also limited to the description of words.
For example, William Wordsworth (1770-1850), an English
poet, described the beautiful landscape through poetry, mak-
ing people imagine the beautiful landscape, which belongs to
the initial understanding of human landscape.

The second stage is the development stage from 1994 to
2013. At this stage, scholars have conducted a lot of research
on urban landscape, cultural landscape, and historical land-
scape based on “landscape,” which laid a foundation for the
concept of urban historical landscape. According to The
European Landscape Convention, the shaping of landscape
is the result of the interaction and influence between human
beings and the material elements of the surrounding natural
environment. [16].

It can be seen that the concept of landscape is not simply
formed naturally but has the intervention effect of external
influence. Gradually, the idea of cultural landscape is high-
lighted. As Roberts and Sykes pointed out, urban develop-
ment is not just a simple place to carry buildings and
people’s survival, but a cradle of multiple and complex inte-
grations, which contains various forms of activities such as
economic activities, social activities, military activities, and
political activities [17]. Diversity stimulates the creativity
and new context of the city. The city must be rebuilt and
constantly updated to make it more attractive [18].

The third stage has been the climax stage since 2013.
Since UNESCO officially defined the urban historical land-
scape, the research on this subject has been booming, and
a scientific and complete knowledge and application system
has been formed. And the analysis on subdivided fields is
also very in-depth. There are more and more articles about
historical and cultural blocks, architectural heritage protec-
tion, and cultural landscape research, and the quality of arti-
cles is getting higher and higher. For the study of layering,
such as Brent C’s book Architecture and Context: the Coop-
eration between New and Old Buildings. He advocated study-
ing architectural style from the context of the city. For the
study of urban historical landscape, many commonly used
terms, such as historical urban landscape, urban heritage,
and setting, are international terms put forward by the
United Nations in recent years. Scholars and experts have
also given specific explanations on the definitions of the

above proper nouns. There is a contradiction between the
protection and development of historic cities. Many scholars
around the world have put forward such problems in
research.

4.2. Knowledge Graph Analysis of Domain Dynamics. Using
knowledge map analysis, this paper is aimed at aggregating
similar or related keywords into a block through the cluster-
ing function of VOSviewer and then use the color difference
to make a visual expression [19].

Figure 7 reveals three research fields of urban historical
landscape discipline: red is the field of management and
application, blue is the field of planning and protection,
and green in the field of urban historical landscape analysis
and research.

The first is the management application field. The high-
frequency keywords in this field are management, urbaniza-
tion, land use, etc. The research in this field mainly discusses
the application and management of urban historical land-
scape, including the use of urban land and the situation of
the urban historical landscape under urbanization. Its pur-
pose is to adopt management methods or measures, so that
the urban historical landscape can play a better role in urban
development. The second is the field of planning and protec-
tion. The high-frequency keywords in this field are planning,
security., etc. It is research mainly discusses the contents of
urban planning, landscape planning, urban historical plan-
ning, and protection. The purpose is to better continue the
urban historical landscape through planning and protection.

The last is the analysis and research field. The high-
frequency keywords in this field are urban historical land-
scape, the urban landscape, and cultural landscape, etc.
The research mainly discusses the concept and value of
urban historical landscape, urban landscape, and cultural
landscape from the theoretical level. It extends to other
fields, such as history and culture. Its purpose is to reveal
the origin and value of urban historical landscape and then
reflect the characteristics of a city.

5. Application of Urban Historical Landscape
Theory in Heritage Protection

5.1. Value Attribute of Historical Layering in the Urban
Historical Landscape. Urban historical landscape is the prod-
uct of the interaction between objective material ring and
human subjective will, which has the attribute of combining
internal cause of value and explicit features. It has the attri-
bute of the integration of internal and external characteris-
tics of value [20]. The appearance feature is the external
expression of the internal cause of value. The internal cause
of value is the internal driving force to promote the presen-
tation of object image features in space. Taking urban histor-
ical landscape as an example, this paper puts forward a
historical stratification model based on the layering spatial
schematics of many scholars and researchers [21]
(Figure 8). Its internal causes are embodied in cultural
aspects, such as religious culture and folk customs. These
internal factors have played an essential role in city historical
landscape layering and are also the form of dark parts in the
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picture. In the urban space under the time slice represented
by x-axis and y-axis, layering promotes the change of the
internal cause of value; however, its essence is still preserved
in each time slice, which is also an important cultural con-
text for its shape.

5.2. External Characteristics and Value Relevance. The for-
mation of urban historical landscape is formed by the inter-
action and accumulation of human, social, economic,
natural, and regional factors. It is the visual image of the
city’s cultural landscape heritage in the city’s historical land-
scape. This presentation can be understood as an expansion
or another presentation. The urban historical landscape con-
tains rich contents, such as urban geographical environment,
urban development background, and urban cultural context.
It is not only a subtle and inevitable connection contained in
“representation and connotation” but also an inevitable con-

nection between “time and space” in the process of historical
layering. Therefore, “representation and connotation” and
“time and space” are two important attributes of historical
layering.

First of all, with the passage of time, the historical land-
scape of the city embraces various cultures and architectural
styles of different times, accumulating different layers from
the traces of time and space. This is the historical accumula-
tion driven by value correlation, and the internal cause of
value will add new value correlation with time, space, cul-
ture, and other factors. On the other hand, driven by eco-
nomic, social, cultural, political, and other external factors,
the historical landscape of the city presents corresponding
different layers in space, function, and vision, which is
regarded as the historical layering driven by external repre-
sentation. As shown in Figure 9, the different elements of
the urban historical landscape are interrelated. Among the

Figure 7: Keywords of urban historical landscape research (VOSviewer).
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elements, object to object, interior to exterior, and time to
space all influence each other in the development process.
The layer upon layer of superposition is clearly combed
out through the analysis of superposition and layering. Thus,
it can be seen that the value of the study on the stratification
of urban historical landscape is that it can accurately sort out
the external representation of the city and the value correla-
tion that is constantly updated. Through combining, it
makes the research thinking broader, the sorting of the
urban context more apparent, and the protection of the
urban historical landscape more targeted.

5.3. History and Heritage Value. The urban character can be
simply understood as the personality of a city, but it is also
highly complex. It is embodied in the landscape of the city
materially and in the spirit of civic spirit. It is formed
through the intervention of human and social factors in
the process of city history. An expert in historical studies
mentioned that it is impossible for us to thoroughly under-
stand the growth process of trees every moment of every
day. However, over time, we can observe the tree’s growth,
and the process of its growth from small to large and flour-
ishing can be seen over time. The development of a city is
just like a big tree. Although we cannot perceive its develop-
ment process every moment, we can grasp its overall trend
and the most central content over time. The details of his-
tory are just like the branches and leaves of a tree, so the
urban characteristics are shown by branches, leaves, flowers,
and other aspects. Urban character is like the difference

between a tree and other trees, we call it character, and the
layering is like the rings of a tree, recording the growth of
the tree (Figure 10). Branches, leaves, flowers, and fruits
grow under each tree ring, just like the development charac-
teristics of various aspects of the city under each layer, such
as culture, society, and economy. Through the gradual accu-
mulation of multiple layers, the characteristics of the city are
finally formed. We can no more find two identical trees than
we can find two twin cities. What makes a tree special
depends on its variety, age, and growth, while what makes
a city special depends on its country, history, and environ-
ment. Only by drawing inspiration from the past develop-
ment trajectory of a city can we find the characteristics of
its future development. Therefore, the analysis and correla-
tion of layering is the excavation and tandem of various fac-
tors in the city’s history of the, and its historical value is
obvious.

Historical layering studies the events that happened in
history and the veins of people, things, and cities. Taking
historical culture as the mainline, it is an overview of the
accumulation of layers of urban historical landscape. Histor-
ical culture is a unique city temperament formed in the evo-
lution of urban historical landscape. Usually, it is related to
the historical characters, events, and all factors that consti-
tute history and culture experienced in the development of
a city. It directly affects the development process. In the pro-
cess of historical layering, it is concluded that the connota-
tion of each layer is composed of the people, things, and
things associated with it, and these factors give the city its

Value of internal
cause

Layering 1

Layering 2

Layering 3

Layering 4

Internal cause of original value
Internal cause of new value A
Internal cause of new value B
Internal cause of recession value

Exterior
characterzation

Figure 9: Analysis of urban historical landscape layering.

9Wireless Communications and Mobile Computing



unique context. These factors have given the city its unique
context, which has become a unique historical landscape of
the city. The study of cities, based on the method of histor-
ical layering, is helpful to excavate the unique layering value
hidden in the historical context of cities. It includes the his-
torical layering value hidden behind the historical and cul-
tural blocks and other relatively ordinary urban spaces and
shows the characteristics of historical cities in a more com-
prehensive and in-depth way, so as to improve the urban
phenomenon of “thousands of cities are the same.” The his-
torical and cultural resources with layering value are sorted
into a characteristic spatial network, which is helpful to con-
nect the historical and cultural resources at all levels. The
aim is to show the memory of the city, enrich the conserva-
tion hierarchy of the historical urban planning, and thus
make the conservation system more stable [22]. And, with
the continuous development of the city, the database estab-
lished based on the spatial network with historical layering
characteristics will accumulate more historical information
of the city, while protecting the existing characteristics of
the city, it can also provide the direction for future urban
development. The study of historical layering plays an essen-
tial role in connecting the past and the future in a city. The
urban historical landscape presented by historical layering
has obvious historical and cultural characteristics.

6. Conclusion

Based on two knowledge graph analysis software, CiteSpace,
and VOSviewer, this study analyzes the relevant data of
urban historical landscape research, especially the domestic
and foreign literature on urban historical landscape, and

makes a detailed visual analysis and interpretation. Through
the comprehensive analysis of urban historical landscape lit-
erature data by CiteSpace, it is found that the knowledge
map of urban historical landscape research has a certain
breadth and depth. The results show that, in terms of publi-
cation time, the number of papers on urban historical land-
scape has been increasing year by year and has experienced a
slow growth stage to a rapid growth stage in recent years.
According to the cooccurrence map between countries, the
Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Belgium, France, Austra-
lia, and other countries published fewer documents, but the
breadth and depth of literature are better. Although the
number of papers published by the United States, Italy,
Spain, China, and other countries is higher than that of other
countries, the output quality of literature is uneven, and its
breadth and depth are insufficient compared with those of
the first category. According to the network relationship
map of cited literature, the literature with the top 5 cited vol-
umes are classics of great significance. They have a far-
reaching influence on the study of urban historical land-
scape. Among them, Bandarin F’s research in Reconnecting
Cities: Urban Historical Landscape Approach and the Future
of Urban Heritage reflects the latest progress in the interrela-
tion between HUL theory, practice, and related cross-
disciplines and points out the direction for the research of
this subject. In addition to landscape and urban historical
landscape, keywords such as forest, historic preservation,
restoration, community, heritage, and cultural landscape
are also found in the cooccurrence diagram and its time slice
diagram. The research perspective tends to be diversified
and presents a trend of interdisciplinary. The atlas reveals
three significant areas of urban historical landscape research,
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Road network
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Annual ring--Layering growth process

Figure 10: The tree-like interpretation of historical layering. Figure source: drawn by Shuaiyang.
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which are management and application, planning and pro-
tection, and analysis and research of urban historical land-
scape. This paper discusses the concept and value of urban
historical landscape, urban landscape, and cultural land-
scape from the theoretical level and continues to extend to
other fields. The three constitute the development of the
study of urban historical landscape.

The concept of “urban historical landscape” has been
discussed frequently for more than ten years since it was
put forward, and the concept itself continues to go through
the process of deepening and expanding. It not only has con-
siderable theoretical continuity but also has excellent poten-
tial and openness to continue to be constructed. The concept
of value is constantly deepened in the literature. Under the
premise of protecting value, how to reasonably guide the
modernization needs of historical cities has become a critical
problem. This requires an urban planning and management
policy with conservation as its central starting point. How-
ever, in the whole process, the authenticity and integrity of
historical cities determined by various factors must not be
jeopardized, which has become the leading research topic
of scholars from all over the world.
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